
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News 
section.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
Bella Napoli, 130 Madison Avenue (between 30th & 31st Street), 212-683-4510, 10% discount
every time you order online - use promotion code Murray.

D'Agostino at 35th Street, 528 Third Avenue, 646-677-3153, 10% discount with $30 purchase.
Dag reward card needed. Not to be combined with the senior discount. Offer ends December 31,
2018.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

Information that may be of interest...March 26, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.bellanapoli.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=130+Madison+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(212)%20683-4510
https://maps.google.com/?q=35th+Street,+528+Third+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(646)%20677-3153
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/resources/select_resources.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Resources&subsection=sidebar


Upcoming Events
March 27,2018    9:30am
Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC) public hearing
on proposed new rules and amendments
at 1 Centre Street  
9th Floor  
The proposed rule changes are intended to streamline the process for approving every day work
on designated properties, and make the regulatory process more efficient and transparent for
applicants, neighbors and the public. The deadline for submitting written comments is March 27,
2018. Comments on the proposed rules may be submitted by:
Mail: You can mail written comments to LPC, Municipal Building, One Centre Street, 9th Floor
North, New York, NY 10007.  
Email: You can email written comments to LPC at nycrules@lpc.nyc.gov.
Fax: You can fax written comments to LPC at (212) 669-7797.
Website: You can submit comments to LPC through the NYC Rules website at
www.nyc.gov/nycrules.  
In Person at the Public Hearing: Anyone who wants to comment on the proposed rule revisions
at the public hearing must sign up to speak. You can sign up before the hearing by calling 212-
669-7817 or you can sign up in the hearing room before the session begins on March 27, 2018.
You can speak for up to three minutes.

Proposed rules changes: http://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/applications/proposed-rules.page

Analysis of the changes: The Historic District Council has expressed concerns about some
of these changes. HDC's analysis of the changes: http://hdc.org/featured/hdcs-comprehensive-
analysis-of-lpc-rules  
Summary of HDC's concerns:  

The HDC finds the relatively lax approach to replacement materials to be problematic.
The LPC should set a high standard that additions are the exception, not the rule, and
encourages public faith in the security of historic buildings – that what a property owner
purchases is what they get. Unfortunately, many of the proposed rules loosen oversight over
historic properties in allowing more visible change to happen without public review.
The HDC is very concerned about a drifting standard of regulation being inserted into the
proposed rules, which actually diminishes the agency’s authority to oversee those rare
properties it does regulate.
One of the few sweeping powers of the Landmarks Preservation Commission is its authority
as the local lead agency for archaeological matters.  The HDC would like the rules to
strengthen this authority.
Regarding Certificates of Appropriateness... the permits should expire after 6 years, at
which point they should be required to go for a public hearing for a renewal.
The HDC would strongly encourage the LPC’s continued efforts to increase transparency by
making permit applications available for review by the public...recommend that the LPC
investigate the possibility of incorporating some level of public review into staff-level permits.

Saturday, March 31 10am-2pm 
Rockefeller Center's inaugural Easter Egg Hunt 
A day of family-friendly, free activities on the center plaza.  
The day's free activities will include an Easter Egg Hunt for children ages 2-10, live musical

mailto:nycrules@lpc.nyc.gov?subject=Proposed%20LPC%20Rules%20changes
tel:(212)%20669-7797
http://www.nyc.gov/nycrules
tel:(212)%20669-7817
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performances, Easter bonnet making stations, prize giveaways, and more. All activities are free
and open to the public.  
Onsite registration will be required for the Easter Egg Hunt. Guests will be accommodated on a
first-come, first-served basis. Calendar.  
at 30 Rockefeller Plaza (between 49th & 50th Street, enter at 5th Avenue)

Visit the MHNA's website calendar for a Easter & Passover services and activites in Murray Hill.

Photo album

 An outstanding response from the FDNY at a fire at Park East Cleaners on 2nd Avenue at 38th Street, March 24, 2018
at 8pm.

Street Fair donations
Thank you to everyone whose generous support has made our book table at the Festival a great
success year after year!

Donation pickups will be Mondays, May 14 and May 21 starting at 7pm.

You may also deliver your donations on May 21 at 8pm to the Carlton Regency side entrance at
137 East 36th Street (between Lexington & Third Avenue).

Please put books into manageable size bags & boxes (30 lbs. maximum) when putting your
books together. Books must be in your lobby for collection.

Full guidelines for book donations.

THANK YOU FOR DONATING!!!!!!!

For pickup you can register online May 14 pickup, May 21 pickup

or email Lance Zakin at LanceZakin.Resume@notesmail.com.
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http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/events/event_calendar.cfm?clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&ThisPage=Calendar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=11039&topicID=82&clientid=11037&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=28800&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
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Kudos!
Rev. Adrian Dannhauser, Associate Rector of the Church of the Incarnation, lobbied in
Washington DC for this bill, described in Rep. Carolyn Maloney's letter of March 9.  
"Last week, the House passed a transformational, historic bill I co-authored to crack down on
online sex trafficking. It's called the Allow States and Victims to Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act
(FOSTA). This legislation will go a long way toward protecting women and girls from being
exploited online and empowering them to take legal action against websites that participate in
their exploitation. And I am pleased that Senator McConnell has announced that the bill is
scheduled to be considered by the Senate as early as next week.  
Sex trafficking is nothing less than modern-day slavery. People, usually women and girls, are
sold, abused, and then sold again...FOSTA makes clear that internet companies that facilitate sex
trafficking are not shielded by federal law and gives states better tools to crack down on these
horrendous crimes."

Senate passes controversial online sex trafficking bill  
March 21, 2018, thehill.com, by Harper Neidig  
The Senate on Wednesday passed a controversial online sex trafficking bill, sending it to
President Trump’s desk over concerns from the tech industry, capping off a months-long
legislative fight...  
The legislation, called the Allow States and Victims to Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act (FOSTA),
but also referred to as SESTA after the original Senate bill, would cut into the broad protections
websites have from legal liability for content posted by their users...  
"I think that in the future tech companies have to understand that it’s not the Wild West and they
have to exercise responsibility," [Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.)] said.

 

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please email
nancysheran@gmail.com.

 

The Municipal Art Society's call to action regarding a proposed zoning change

Action Alert: State Budget Bill Threatens NYC
Neighborhoods  
Albany Seeks to Repeal Residential FAR Cap

On March 14, MAS learned that the New York State Senate majority conference included
language in their budget resolution that would remove the FAR cap for residential development in
New York City, which would lead to dramatic citywide increases in bulk and density without
sufficient public review. [FAR, or Floor Area Ratio - is a zoning concept that regulates the size of a
building - it is the ratio of total building floor area to the area of its zoning lot.] 

This repeal would be one of the most significant changes in zoning in more than 50 years, and it
is being pushed through the State legislature with little consideration of its impacts. Contrary to
the assertions being made, the Municipal Art Society of New York has identified glaring flaws in
the zoning resolution and public review process that need to be corrected before the FAR cap can
be lifted...

http://thehill.com/policy/technology/379553-senate-passes-controversial-online-sex-trafficking-bill?utm_source=&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14280
http://thehill.com/
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The New York State Assembly’s budget resolution does not include this dangerous proposal, but
the leadership of both houses and the Governor are now beginning negotiations on a single
unified State budget, which is expected to be adopted before April 1. We need to ensure that our
representatives in the State Assembly continue fighting on behalf of New York City’s
neighborhoods.

You can make a difference. In June 2016, MAS members and friends banded together on this
issue and convinced the State legislature to withdraw a similar bill that was being rushed into law
in the final hours of the legislative session.

You did it once, and now we need your help again. Use the form below to automatically send a
message to the Assembly leadership and your local Assembly Member urging them to stand
strong on behalf of New York City.

Link to MAS website - with form to sign the petition: https://www.mas.org/
news/action-alert-state-budget-bill-threatens-nyc-neighborhoods

Link to the details on Senate Bill S6760, 2017-2018 Legislative Session:
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S6760

[Editor's note: See our article from October 5, 2016 for additional background on this proposal,
which was also attempted in 2016: www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_
detail.cfm?QID=10657&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar ]  

Related article:  
Law Could Increase Height Of Looming NYC Buildings,
Opponents Say  
Mar 23, 2018, patch.com, by Nicholas Rizzi  
The Brooklyn Heights Association started a push to get the state to kill a bill that would lift the size
limit on residential buildings.

 

 

Take this suvey from Council Member Keith Powers (Council
District 4)
Online survey

 

News

One Vanderbilt construction is already ahead of schedule  
February 28, 2018, curbed.com, by Ameena Walker  
Construction on the building could reach the 30th floor by the end of the year...  
Kohn Pederson Fox is the architect of record and SL Green is developing the tower.  
Construction is slated to wrap up by 2020.  
Photo by Max Touhey.
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From Bryant Park and 34th Street Mid City News, March 8, 2018  

304,926 skaters at Bryant Park this
winter  
The Rink at Bryant Park's Winter Village was a busy place this
winter. Over the entire season, 304,926 skaters took to the ice at
the city’s only free-admission ice rink.

 

Murray Hill Murderer Sentenced To Prison For Killing 87-
Year-Old  
Mar 12, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy  
MURRAY HILL, NY — A man who bludgeoned his 87-year-old boss to death with a lamp was
sentenced to serve 20 years-to-life in state prison on Monday, prosecutors said...  
On Dec. 15, 2012, Abarentos went inside his boss's apartment and beat him to death...  
That same day, Abarentos left the Murray Hill murder scene and went to an internet cafe in
Queens, where he messaged a friend saying that he had just killed someone and needed to leave
the country, prosecutors said. The next, Abarentos boarded a flight to the Philippines, where he
remained at large for nearly 3-and-a-half years before he was arrested in 2016 and extradited to
the U.S.

 

Bryant Park and 34th Street Partnership are hiring seasonal
workers
Bryant Park Corporation and 34th Street Partnership are looking for energetic, dedicated people
who enjoy working with the public, to fill several seasonal positions. Commitment, attention to
detail, and the ability to multi-task, are essential.

34th Street: Visitors Service Representative: Answer questions from the public at their award-
winning Visitors Service kiosks  

Bryant Park:

Reading Room Coordinator: Help manage their outdoor library and a packed schedule of
literary events  
Carrousel Operator: Help operate Manhattan’s most charming carousel, a great part-time
employment opportunity for college students who like to work outside and love children  

Both Organizations:

Games Host. Facilitate activities, tournaments and classes at five busy games areas throughout
Bryant Park and at Plaza33.   
Public Programming Assistant: Assist in executing some of Manhattan’s most treasured public
programs, including the Bryant Park Summer Film Festival, Broadway in Bryant Park, musical
and theatrical performances, exercise classes, and more.  
Events Intern: Join their Events team and help present the city’s free public events program

 

 

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/murray-hill-murderer-sentenced-prison-killing-87-year-old
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A story we have been following - effective recycling pays off!

City Downsizes Plan For UES Marine Transfer Station  
March 15, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel  
UPPER EAST SIDE, NY — The city Department of Sanitation is scaling back its plans for waste
management at the controversial East 91st Street Marine Transfer Station, department officials
said in a recent letter sent to public officials.  
Department of Sanitation Commissioner Kathryn Garcia said in a letter that there will be a 25
percent reduction in waste serviced at the transfer station, which will mean less garbage trucks
rumbling through the Upper East Side...  
The facility, which is expected to open in the spring of 2019, will process about 40 to 50 trucks per
day, Garcia said...  
The four community districts serviced by the East 91st Street Marine Transfer Station — 5
(Midtown), 6 (East Midtown), 8 (The Upper East Side) and 11 (East Harlem) — produced only
540 tons of waster per day, Garcia said. The commissioner attributed this drop in waste to
recycling efforts.

 

 

Park Avenue Malls north of Grand Central Terminal  
 
Park Avenue’s malls may be reimagined with elevated park,
aquarium  
February 26, 2018, curbed.com, by Tanay Warerkar on   
[Last year] developer Fisher Brothers launched a design competition for architects and urban
planners to imagine a transformed eleven-block stretch along Park Avenue between East 46th
and East 57th Streets.  
[The] jury in that design competition, known as Beyond the Centerline, ... unveiled 17 finalists.
The New York Times got its hands on renderings of some of the outlandish proposals which
included creating an aquarium, a miniature golf course, a High Line-like park, and an “artificial
alpine environment,” among others.  
In the next month, the jury, which includes architects like Vishaan Chakrabarti of PAU, and Signe
Nielsen, of Mathews Nielsen Landscape Architects, will announce a winner who will receive a
$25,000 prize. At the same time, the public will get to vote on its favorite finalist as well; The
Fisher Brothers will display the finalists’s work in the lobby of the Park Avenue Plaza between
March 5 to 9, and the winner of the public contest will receive a $5,000 prize.  
While the proposals may seem unrealistic, they are meant to spark a real conversion about what
could transform the Park Avenue stretch.  
The medians in question along Park Avenue are controlled by the city, so anything that
transforms of the space will need a host of city approvals first. The jury on the design competition
however will announce the winner the week of March 12   

From Fisher Brothers Press Release March 14, 2018  
New York, NY  – A vision of a future Park Avenue enlivened by a concert space, art galleries, lush
gardens, a basketball court and eatery has earned the jury prize in Fisher Brothers’ “Beyond the
Centerline” design competition, the real estate firm announced today. 
Designed by Ben Meade, Anthony Stahl, and Alexia Beghi of design firm Maison, “Park Park”
features a series of cultural interventions intended to inject new energy into the currently staid
Park Avenue landscape.  
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4 Ways Mom and Pop Businesses Can Outshine Their
Bigger Competitors  
March 8, 2018, sba.gov/blogs, guest blogger Bridget Pollack  
March 29 is National Mom and Pop Business Owners Day—a day to celebrate the value that
family-owned small businesses bring to their communities.  

Here are 4 advantages small businesses have over big businesses:  

1. mom and pop businesses have opportunities to really get to know their customers—and
vice versa.

2. mom and pop businesses can respond to market demand and customer needs more
quickly.  

3. Mom and pop business owners have many opportunities to demonstrate their sense of
social responsibility in supporting causes within their communities.  

4. “Shop Small” and “shop local” have become prominent mantras across the United States,
raising awareness of small businesses' contributions to their local communities. Mom and
pop businesses often provide unique artisanal products and offer one-of-a-kind experiences
that draw visitors from other locations.  

 

 New York City Council

 

On Land Use, Johnson Promises 'Deference' to Members
But 'No Veto'  
March 10, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
City Council Speaker Corey Johnson said Thursday that the elected Council members of the
body he leads will get “deference” but “no veto” on land use matters.  
Even before he was officially elected the new speaker of the Council, Johnson had already begun
to define how he would approach the job. In clear breaks from his predecessor, Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Johnson promised greater independence from the mayor, expanded oversight over city
agencies, and a more active role in land use decisions, which is one of the most significant roles
played by the 51-member legislative body.  
Promising to bolster the Council’s land use division with more resources and staff, Johnson
seemed to want a heavier hand in local development projects, or land use applications, where the
previous speaker tended to almost completely defer to the local Council member’s sentiments
and negotiations. Johnson, however, has implied that he won’t allow the same kind of leeway that
Mark-Viverito gave to members to oppose or reject proposals in their districts, which, under
Mayor Bill de Blasio, include a number of neighborhood rezonings that can shape the landscape
and character of neighborhoods for generations...[he] would not allow any single member to act
as an obstacle to a worthwhile project with benefits for a community.

 

Transportation

 
Group makes final push for $12 NYC congestion charge  
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March 22, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett  
ALBANY — With chances of a congestion pricing plan being part of the state budget fading, a
coalition of 83 groups is making a last-ditch effort to revive the issue.  
In order to reduce traffic and raise needed cash for the battered mass transit system, the
FixNYCTransit coalition in a letter to state leaders is calling for adoption of Gov. Cuomo's Fix NYC
panel's recommendation to charge regular motorists up to $11.82 to drive in a designated
Manhattan central business zone.  
It would also add additional fees on for-hire cars like Uber and Lyft as well as yellow and green
cabs.  
...The budget is due by April 1.

(opinion) Say no to Cuomo’s NYC tax grab
March 21, 2018, nypost.com, by Post Editorial Board  
Gov. Cuomo is pushing hard to give the MTA the right to grab some of the city’s property-tax take
— as thuggish an assault on home rule as New York has seen in living memory.  
The scheme would let the Transit Authority declare a “transportation-improvement district” within
a mile of one of its projects and collect up to three quarters of the area’s subsequent increase in
property-tax payments — all without the City Council’s OK.  
This “value capture” tool has its place: Mayor Mike Bloomberg used it to get the No. 7 train
extended to Hudson Yards. But that involved capturing taxes from an area that had been utterly
undeveloped and wouldn’t have much appeal without mass-transit access.  
And, again, that was a city-MTA agreement.

How value capture can save New York City’s subways
March 11, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Anthony Flint  
Value capture, in which the public sector recovers some of the value created by government
actions like the construction of a transit line or a rezoning, has recently joined congestion pricing
among the most discussed potential funding streams for New York City’s troubled subway
system.  
Building on the experience of the No. 7 subway line extension to the Hudson Yards
redevelopment, Gov. Andrew Cuomo proposed the creation of “transportation improvement
districts” around new transit stations elsewhere in New York City. Under the governor’s plan,
value capture would only apply to transit projects that cost more than $100 million. Just recently,
the Trump administration also included value capture as an additional potential source of revenue
in its long-awaited national infrastructure plan...  
Though value capture often relates to transit, it applies equally to land value generated by
rezoning and other regulatory changes.

Can the state implement congestion pricing without NYC’s
approval?
March 11, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Grace Segers  
[T]he state has the right to decide what happens on New York City’s streets. As codified in the
New York Constitution and the 1929 case Adler v. Deegan, the state Legislature has the authority
to act on local affairs. Cities can send home rule messages to the state Legislature, which “may
request the legislature to pass a specific bill relating to the property, affairs or government of such
local government,” if passed by the local legislative body and approved by the city’s mayor or
supervisor, according to New York’s consolidated laws on municipal home rule...  
It appears as if the congestion pricing process will be far different than it was in 2008, as it is
being driven by Gov. Andrew Cuomo rather than the New York City mayor. A blueprint plan was
published by the Fix New York City panel, which was convened by the governor in October.
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Metropolitan Transportation Authority Chairman Joe Lhota also announced that the MTA board
would hold an advisory vote on congestion pricing to send a strong signal to lawmakers.

Why Uber is in favor of congestion pricing
March 14, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Ben Jay  
Earlier this month, Uber threw its support behind the Fix NYC congestion pricing plan proposed
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s task force. The ridesharing giant, which has previously worked to stifle
regulatory legislation in elected bodies across the country, has joined forces with a group of
advocacy organizations and unions to form a coalition to promote congestion pricing in New York
state’s 2019 budget.  
The plan, as announced in January, proposes a daily charge of $11.52 for all passenger cars in
Manhattan below 60th Street, and a $2 to $5 surcharge on every taxi and for-hire vehicle ride in a
similar area...  
“Less traffic means more fares for the companies: the owners as well as their drivers,” said Alex
Matthiessen, director of the Move NY campaign..."  
The coalition is planning to spend about half a million dollars in the weeks leading up to the
budget’s adoption on April 1.  

Ride-sharing apps are driving NYC cabbies into financial
ruin
March 24, 2018, nypost.com, by Doree Lewak  
Last week, in the fourth driver suicide since November, Nicanor Ochisor, 65, hanged himself
inside his Queens home, depressed over the plummeting value of the taxi medallion he owned...  
Without the political will to cap them, the number of for-hire cars in circulation has swelled to
about 100,000 (roughly two-thirds are Uber drivers). The number of yellow cabs is capped by the
city at 13,587.  
The resulting yellow-cab ridership is way down, going from about 475,000 fares per day in 2014
to between 175,000 to 250,000 per day now, according to the TLC...  
While Uber and Lyft drivers have little overhead (they do pay onetime $550 TLC license fees),
hacks who own their own medallions, which are usually financed through banks, have average
monthly expenses of “$6,000 to $9,000 per month.”

As Subway Crisis Takes Up ‘So Much Oxygen,’ the Buses
Drag Along
March 8, 2018, nytimes.com, by Sarah Maslin Nir  
The M15 bus rolled through Manhattan, traveling south along Allen Street. As it approached a red
light at Hester Street, the signal turned green. Then the same thing happened a block down and
again at the next intersection...  
The run of green lights had nothing to do with luck — it was intentional, made possible by a
special system that gives the bus the power to use its GPS system to turn traffic lights green or
keep them green longer, a relatively cutting edge technology that reduces travel time...  
Though the system was introduced seven years ago, it operates on just 11 of the 317 public bus
routes in New York City, even as the tool could significantly improve a lumbering and unreliable
bus network.  
While the Metropolitan Transportation Authority is undertaking a widely promoted $836 million
emergency plan to reverse the New York subway’s precipitous slide, an equally consequential
crisis has been brewing aboard the city’s public buses, which provide more than 725 million rides
a year and reach places that are not close to a subway line. Despite the city’s growing population,
bus ridership has been slipping, declining about 14 percent between 2006 and 2017...  
The Regional Plan Association, an urban research group, has identified improving buses as
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crucial to the city’s financial future...  
Showing his interest in buses and how they work, Mr. Byford [president of New York City Transit]
rode one recently as it lurched down Lexington Avenue and outlined his priorities for the system.
They include expanding the traffic light syncing program, encouraging the police to step up
enforcement to keep bus lanes clear, dispatching buses in a more even and rapid succession and
allowing more riders to pay before they board. Transit officials are also looking at the possibility of
redrawing bus routes to more accurately reflect demand, a process underway in Staten Island.  

 
L Train Shutdown Will Make 14th St Busiest Bus Lane In
USA: Study  
Feb 27, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy  
EAST VILLAGE, NY — The pending L train shutdown will flood 14th Street with thousands of new
bus commuters, making the stretch of roadway the busiest bus corridor per mile in the U.S.,
according to a new study...  
The closure of the L train, which is expected to begin in April 2019, will increase the number of
bus commuters on 14th Street to 84,000 people each day, according to the report...  
The MTA and the city are currently planning a number of different methods to provide for former L
train commuters, including additional bus and ferry service and more train service on alternate
lines.

 

Taxes

New York millionaires groups ask lawmakers to raise their
taxes, claim it is ‘right thing to do morally’  
March 12, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett  
ALBANY — Two groups of New York millionaires have a solution to the state's $4.4 billion budget
deficit — raise our taxes.  
"Raising taxes on upper-income New Yorkers like us is the right thing to do morally," a coalition of
at least 33 millionaires wrote in a letter to be sent Tuesday to Gov. Cuomo and legislative leaders.
The 33 are part of two groups, Patriotic Millionaires and Responsible Wealth, that wrote the state
"can and must do more to invest in the state’s unmet needs, and we believe wealthy taxpayers
like us should be part of the solution."  
[Editor's note: we will follow this story.] 

 

New York City Charter Revision Commission  

City Council Hears Bill on Charter Revision Commission  
March 17, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
A day after Mayor Bill de Blasio announced initial appointments to a Charter Revision
Commission that he is convening to examine the city’s campaign finance laws, Public Advocate
Letitia James and Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer testified before the City Council on
their own alternative proposal to create a Commission to examine the structure of city
government.  
The Charter is the city’s seminal governing document, laying out the powers and functions of
every level of city government.
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Next Steps and Recent Precedents for De Blasio’s Charter
Revision Commission  
February 21, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Samar Khurshid  
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced in his State of the City speech that he would convene a
commission to consider changes to the city charter, New York City’s seminal governing document.
De Blasio said the charter revision commission would undertake the significant task of reducing
the impact of “big money” on local elections and to engage voters in a democracy that has
suffered from their apathy. The mayor is hoping the commission members, whom he has yet to
name, will prepare recommendations in time for voters to approve or reject the commission’s
ideas on Election Day this November through one or more ballot questions...  
[A]n alternate proposal [was] put forward in legislation by Public Advocate Letitia James and
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, both second-term Democrats like de Blasio. The
proposed bill would create a charter review commission composed of representatives appointed
by the mayor, who would get a plurality of appointees, the speaker of the City Council, the
borough presidents, the public advocate and the comptroller...  
In a New York Daily News editorial in December, Brewer and James called for a revamp of the
city’s charter, noting that “the last real overhaul” was in 1989.

 

Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman has shared this with us

It’s tax scam season. Here’s how you can protect yourself.
Scammers always have a new scheme to try to prey on New Yorkers. Here’s what you need to
know:

Never give out personal information to people who call you unsolicited. That includes your
Social Security number, bank account information, or credit card information.  
If you do owe money, you will receive a legitimate notice in the mail that tells you who you
owe money to and why. If you haven’t gotten a legitimate piece of mail like that, the
collection call is bogus.  
Last but not least, remember that no legitimate government organization will ever threaten
arrest or deportation if you fail to pay a debt.  

If someone is threatening you or you are targeted for a scam, please contact the Attorney
General's office immediately. They are there to help: 1-800-771-7755.

 

(Opinion) 3 Ways New York Must Advance Reproductive
Rights This Year  
March 22, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Liz Krueger  
On March 13, the New York State Assembly passed three critical bills regarding reproductive
health and rights: the Reproductive Health Act (RHA), the “Boss Bill,” and the Comprehensive
Contraception Coverage Act (CCCA). Unfortunately, the majority coalition in the State Senate
continues to bottle these bills up in committee, as it has for years, preventing them from getting
an up-or-down vote on the Senate floor...  
New Yorkers deserve modern laws to protect their deeply personal decisions about reproductive
healthcare, and the time to act is now...  
[T]here is a war on women’s reproductive rights in our country at the state and federal level...  
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Even in New York, our reproductive health and rights are at risk because of our outdated and
unconstitutional laws...  
The RHA, the Boss Bill, and the CCCA address these pressing issues.
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 
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