
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News 
section.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
Zuma, 261 Madison Avenue (between 38th and 39th Street), 212-544-9862, 10% discount for
lunch.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected
officials, and more.

Upcoming Events

Information that may be of interest...March 12, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://maps.google.com/?q=261+Madison+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(212)%20544-9862
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/resources/select_resources.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Resources&subsection=sidebar


March 21  9 - 11:30am  
MHNA Business Networking Event 'Google Digital Marketing
Workshop for Small Businesses'  
The workshop, led by Google Digital Coach Angeline Darrisaw, will focus on key trends in the
small business marketing ecosystem, how to target your audience online, how to create
compelling ads and how to track the return on your marketing investment by leveraging
analytics. Our host, Henry George School of Social Science. Breakfast courtesy of Bagel Boss.  
FREE. This workshop is most appropriate for businesses who have a website or are about to
build one.  
There will be tables for those who want to take notes on laptops. RSVP is required.  
Register for the event.  
at the Henry George School of Social Science  
149 East 38th Street (between Lexington & Third Avenue)  
 

March 21  5:30 - 7pm  
New York City Real Estate: To Rent or To Own? That is the
Question - A Discussion for Young Professionals   
The Lindley, developed by CBSK Ironstate, will host a networking and discussion event that will
include a brief presentation and Q&A on the ins and outs of buying versus renting in the NYC real
estate market. From real estate finance, to the benefits of finding a building with a 10-year tax
abatement, and what questions to ask when you're making the decision to purchase or rent, The
Lindley's sales team will hold a thoughtful discussion for event attendees. Attendees are
encouraged to come with questions as well. The discussion will be followed by a tour of The
Lindley and time for networking and refreshments. Hosted by The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association's Young Professionals Group and Sponsored by The Lindley & CBSK Ironstate.  
FREE. Open to young professionals in Murray Hill. RSVP required. Register for the event.  
at The Lindley  
591 Third Avenue  
(between 38th & 39th Street)

 

State Senator Liz Krueger is hosting events for seniors:  
April 5     8:30 - 10:30am  
Roundtable Series for Boomers and Seniors 
Explore life issues that are relevant across the age span. This year’s series will focus on
engagement. The topic will be the arts. Speakers include Laurel Humbel, Community and Access
Programs at MoMA, and Jamie Shoneman, Art Therapy Manager at Lenox Hill Neighborhood
House. Movement Speaks will perform at the event, and the Alzheimer's Foundation will offer free
memory tests after the event from 10:30 – noon.  
RSVP by email liz@lizkrueger.com or call 212-490-9535.  
at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House  
331 East 70th Street (between 1st and 2nd Avenue)

April 19    10am - 1pm  
Employment Fair for Older Adults 
Participants include prospective employers and organizations that can help with organizing your
job search.  
RSVP by email liz@lizkrueger.com or call 212-490-9535.  
at Lenox Hill Neighborhood House  
331 East 70th Street (between 1st and 2nd Avenue)  
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Kudos!
Villa Berulia celebrated
their 37th Anniversary on
March 9th!  
Villa Berulia is offering a special Prix Fixe lunch menu
through March 19, and for dinner, they will be selecting
nightly specials from their original 1981 opening day

menu. Villa Berulia, "The other Miracle on 34th Street" since 1981…Zagat, is located at 107 East
34th Street, 212-689-1970, www.villaberulia.com. Villa Berulia is a business member of The
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.

 

 If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please
email nancysheran@gmail.com.

Community Board 6 shared this with us

Council Member Keith Powers' District Survey
If you live in one of the Community District 6 neighborhoods (Midtown East, Peter Cooper Village,
Stuyvesant Town, Waterside Plaza, Tudor City, Turtle Bay, Murray Hill, Sutton Place) that overlap
with City Council District 4, your new Council Member Keith Powers wants to know what you think
the district's priorities should be. Click the link below to take a survey on priorities for Council
District 4.

https://cbsix.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8fd8b3aebf02bb12147945456&id=
c913751b37&e=8c50fac1ef

 

Community Board 6 shared this with us

Opportunities for Young People
Let the young people in your life know about these opportunities:  

Mayor's Office Internships - High school, college, and graduate students; recent grads; and
recent veterans can intern in the various units of the Mayor's Office. Apply by April 8th.  

Summer Youth Employment Program (SYEP) - New York City youth ages 14 - 24 can obtain
employment for up to six weeks in July and August. SYEP also provides workshops on job
readiness, career exploration, financial literacy, and opportunities to continue education and
social growth. Apply by March 16th.  
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District Attorney Internship Program - Current sophomores, juniors or seniors in high school
can intern within the Manhattan District Attorney's Office. Interns also attend presentations and
trips and participate in a mock trial competition. Apply by March 12th.

 

City To Crack Down On Drivers Blocking These NYC
Intersections  
Mar 5, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK, NY — Blocking a busy intersection is more likely to earn New York City drivers a
costly ticket starting this week. The NYPD plans to start "aggressively" ticketing drivers for
"blocking the box" at 50 key crossings around the city, officials announced Monday.  
The city Department of Transportation has installed new signs and road markings at the
intersections — more than half of which are in Manhattan — to deter drivers from pulling into
them when there's not room to get all the way through.  
The NYPD is hiring 50 new officers to bolster its enforcement efforts, city officials said. A ticket
comes with a minimum $115 fine, along with possible points that could lead to the loss of one's
driver's license.  

[Editor's note] In Manhattan, two locations are in Murray Hill:  
3rd Avenue & East 36 Street  
3rd Avenue & East 35 Street  

De Blasio's anti-congestion initiative also includes opening curbside lanes to traffic during the day
on seven Midtown streets, barring curbside deliveries during rush hours in three congested areas,
and various other efforts to improve traffic flow.  

The Clear Lanes initiative will also affect Murray Hill:

Clear Lanes: Keeping Traffic Moving in Manhattan’s CBDs
(Central Business Districts)
To address congestion in the core of Midtown, the City will create continuous curb moving lanes
during busy times on 11 key crosstown streets. Deliveries will generally be permitted on one side
of the street, while the other curb will be signed for no standing from 6 am to 7 pm. To enforce
these Clear Lanes, the NYPD will double the Traffic Enforcement Agents (TEAs) in the Midtown
Manhattan Traffic Enforcement Task Force from 40 to 80 and increase uniform headcount by 110
officers. These officers will focus on moving and parking violations, double parking, and off-route
trucks. The City will also expand its off-hour delivery program to assist businesses that are
interested in shifting their deliveries to less busy times. Clear Lane streets will include [in Murray
Hill]:

37th and 36th Sts. (Sixth to Second Ave)  

 

From New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission press release

LPC Designates Hotel Seville and The Emmet Building
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The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) designated two historic buildings
in Manhattan’s Madison Square North neighborhood as individual landmarks: Hotel Seville, now
the James NoMad Hotel, at 22 East 29th Street and the Emmet Building at 95 Madison Avenue.
These two historic buildings represent the neighborhood’s evolution from affluent residential
blocks to a bustling commercial and business district...  
Landmarks Preservation Commission Chair Meenakshi Srinivasan [said], “These elegant
buildings are not only distinctive and exemplary on their own, but together they represent an era
of change and development in the area north of Madison Square during the early 20th century.
Their location across the street from each other reinforces this intersection as a reminder of the
architectural exuberance of their historic period.” 

 

With $240 Million Deal, Floodgates Open for Air Rights in
Midtown East  
March 2, 2018, nytimes.com, by Charles V. Bagli   
The gold rush is on.  
The owners of Grand Central Terminal are selling air rights for about $240 million to JP Morgan
Chase so the bank can build its new Midtown Manhattan headquarters [Editor's note: replacing its
office building at 270 Park Avenue], according to executives who have been briefed on the deal.  
The bank is also negotiating to buy a total of 100,000 square feet of air rights from St.
Bartholomew’s Church and, possibly, a second religious institution in the district...  
Six months after the city rezoned the area surrounding Grand Central Terminal to allow for ever
taller skyscrapers and the transfer of air rights from existing buildings, huge real estate deals are
underway across the 78-block district called Midtown East...  
Developers have their eye on at least four other well-known buildings in the district that they could
demolish and then employ air rights to make way for new skyscrapers...  
Those buildings are the Grand Hyatt New York hotel, next to Grand Central on 42nd Street; the
Roosevelt Hotel on 45th Street between Madison and Vanderbilt Avenues; the Pfizer World
Headquarters on 42nd Street near Second Avenue; and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority
headquarters on Madison Avenue...  
The Chase deals will generate more than $42 million for the city to improve the district’s streets,
sidewalks and pedestrian plazas. St. Patrick’s, St. Bart’s and other landmarks will also reap
millions of dollars to maintain and preserve their buildings.  

 

 

 Man Killed In Murray Hill Car Collision, Police Say
Mar 2, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy  
MURRAY HILL, NY — An 83-year-old man was killed in a car crash in Murray Hill this week after
he was hit by a car while crossing the street, police said...  
Police say that DiBernardo was was near the intersection of Second Avenue and East 30th Street
on Wednesday at about 3:50 p.m. DiBernardo was walking across East 30th Street in the
crosswalk when a car traveling south on Second Avenue fatally struck him, police said.  
The driver of the car had a steady green traffic signal and tried to stop to avoid hitting DiBernardo
but wasn't able to do so in time.
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Community Board 6 shared this with us

Help Combat Dangerous Activity from Private Sanitation
Companies
At the February 20th meeting of the CB6 Public Safety and Environment Committee, the
Business Integrity Commission (BIC) gave a presentation on how they are working to regulate the
private carting industry, especially for safety concerns. If you see any dangerous activity from
private sanitation companies -- including trucks speeding, illegally standing on the curb, mixing
non-recyclable waste with recyclable products, and employees hanging off the back of trucks with
the vehicle in motion -- please report it to 311 or to BIC directly by contacting 212-437-0600 (be
sure to note the date, time, location, and license plate/private carting company of the vehicle). 

 

Richard Carranza of Houston Named NYC Schools
Chancellor  
Mar 5, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
The Houston school superintendent has taken the job after Alberto Carvalho of Miami backed out
last week.  

Editor's note: Carranza is not squeaky-clean:   
Now-settled lawsuit claimed Carranza derailed San
Francisco educator's career  
March 8, 2018, chron.com, by Samantha Ketterer and Jacob Carpenter  

A guide to New York’s gun regulations  
March 5, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by GRACE SEGERS  
Who can buy guns in New York, and what kind of guns can be purchased?  

 

Airbnb hosts gathered in the State Capitol last week to urge
lawmakers to reform home sharing laws  
The hotel industry and affordable housing advocates oppose expansion of airbnb.  
New Yorker's who are airbnb hosts would like to expand their options for home sharing.  
Does airbnb contribute to or work against affordable housing?  
Airbnb's website on this issue.  
Article: Airbnb Creates an Affordable-Housing Dilemma for Cities  

New York City's next night mayor will be Ariel Palitz, a
denizen of the Lower East Side nightlife scene  
March 7, 2018, patch.com, by Kathleen Culliton
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State Senator Liz Krueger has shared this with us

Phone Scams Claiming to Be From Treasury Department or
IRS
Constituents continue to report phone scams, where someone calls repeatedly claiming to be
from the Department of the Treasury or the IRS and saying that the call recipient owes money to
the U.S. Government. The call is a scam. The IRS will never:

Call to demand immediate payment using a specific payment method such as a prepaid
debit card, gift card, or wire transfer. Generally, the IRS will first mail a bill to any taxpayer
who owes taxes.
Threaten to immediately bring in local police or other law-enforcement groups to have the
taxpayer arrested for not paying.
Demand that taxes be paid without giving the taxpayer the opportunity to question or appeal
the amount owed.
Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone.

If you receive such a call, do not give out any information. Hang up immediately. Contact the
Treasury Inspector General to report the call. Use their “IRS Impersonation Scam Reporting” web
page at https://www.treasury.gov/tigta/contact_report_scam.shtml, or call 800-366-4484.

You can also reports scams to the Federal Trade Commission. Use the “FTC Complaint
Assistant” at https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/#crnt&panel1-1. Please add "IRS Telephone
Scam" in the notes. 

 

Environment
[Editor's note: Not Murray Hill, but could affect those who have summer houses on Fire Island and
in the Hamptons, or go to them.]  
Fed plan to drill for oil off LI draws bipartisan protest  
March 3, 2018, newsday.com, by Sophia Chang  
Drilling for oil in Long Island Sound and nearby Atlantic waterways would be catastrophic for
environmental and economic reasons, dozens of speakers told federal officials at a hearing
Friday in Brookhaven Town Hall.  
Rep. Lee Zeldin (R-Shirley), who opposes offshore drilling in the region, organized the hearing for
residents ahead of a public comment deadline next Friday on a Trump administration plan to
open nearly the entire U.S. coastline to oil and gas drilling, including two zones near New York.  
Representing the Department of Interior were John Tanner, director of the Office of Congressional
and Legislative Affairs, and Kate MacGregor, assistant secretary of Land and Minerals
Management.  
Zeldin told them “there is no evidence of these resources even being located off of Long Island”
and that Long Island Sound supports an estimated $37 billion economy that would be harmed by
offshore drilling.  

https://www.treasury.gov/tigta/contact_report_scam.shtml
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“Protecting our environment goes hand in hand with protecting commerce in our region, where so
many jobs and small businesses depend on scenic beaches, parks and clean water to attract
visitors and economic growth,” Zeldin said.  
In January, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo asked Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to block drilling off New
York’s shores. 

 

Transportation, Traffic & congestion pricing  

Uber joins push for congestion pricing plan to fund city’s
broken subway system  
March 7, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Kenneth Lovett  
ALBANY — A coalition that includes Uber is set to kick off a campaign Wednesday to push state
leaders to enact a congestion pricing plan as part of the state budget due by the end of the
month.  
The groups include heavy-hitters like Move NY and Transportation Alternatives as well as political
powerhouses like the Partnership for New York City, Real Estate board of New York, Local 32BJ
of the Service Employees International Union.  
It also includes Uber, whose drivers would be among those hit by the proposed congestion pricing
fees.  
The coalition is planning a mostly digital and lobbying "communications campaign” over the next
few weeks designed to engage the public and sway Gov. Cuomo and state lawmakers to accept
the recommendations from the governor's Fix NYC panel.

MTA to schedule a congestion pricing vote, outcome TBD  
March 6, 2018, politico.com, by Dana Rubinstein  
Metropolitan Transportation Authority Chairman Joe Lhota will ask his board to vote on
congestion pricing, and abandon its longstanding posture of agnosticism toward how the system
gets funded.  
The upcoming vote will be merely advisory, but it will send a strong signal to legislators, and the
governor, about the scheme’s political viability, as pressure mounts on the MTA to fix the city
subway system. Its outcome is by no means certain.  

3 Far-Flung Cities Offer Clues to Unsnarling Manhattan’s
Streets  
FEB. 26, 2018, nytimes.com, by CHRISTINA ANDERSON, WINNIE HU, WEIYI LIM and ANNA
SCHAVERIEN   
[C]arrying out congestion pricing has been anything but easy — at least in three cities that are
often cited as international models. In London, Singapore and Stockholm the fees were met with
skepticism and outrage by commuters and civic and business leaders, though they later proved
effective in reducing traffic, congestion and air pollution.  
Each city does congestion pricing in its own way. Singapore sets varying fees based on the road
and time of day, and adjusts them in response to traffic conditions, with fees going up when there
is congestion, and down when there is not. Stockholm also sets varying fees for a congestion
zone covering the central city area, with the highest fees at the busiest times of day. But its
system is less flexible than Singapore’s since those fees do not regularly fluctuate with traffic and
any changes require the approval of Sweden’s Parliament.  
In contrast, London charges a simple flat-rate of $16 per day no matter how often a vehicle goes
in and out of a designated congestion zone in the center of the city. In New York, a state task
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force has proposed a flat rate of $11.52 per day for passenger cars — and $25.34 for trucks — for
entering a congestion zone in Manhattan that would stretch from 60th Street south to the Battery.
Taxis and ride-hailing cars could face a separate charge of $2 to $5 per ride.

Robots, Longer Trains Among 'Genius' Ideas To Fix
Subways  
March 9, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK, NY — Straphangers could soon have to get in the right subway car to reach their
station if one MTA "genius" gets his way. A plan by lawyer Craig Avedisian would have the
transportation authority run trains longer than subway platforms and have them pull only partially
into each station.  
Avedisian's proposal was one of the winners of the MTA's "Genius Transit Challenge" unveiled
Friday. Under the plan, the MTA would run trains with 14 cars rather than 10. Just the first 10 cars
would pull into every other station on a given line and the back 10 would stop at the other half...  
The MTA gave about $2.5 million to the honorees in three categories: subway cars, signaling and
communications.

Trump Pushes Republicans in Congress to Oppose Funding
Hudson Rail Tunnel  
March 2, 2018, nytimes.com, by Michael D. Shear and Patrick McGeehan  
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — President Trump is pressing congressional Republicans to oppose
funding for a new rail tunnel between New York and New Jersey, using the power of his office to
block a key priority for the region and his Democratic rivals, according to several people with
knowledge of his actions...  
Mr. Trump’s opposition to the project is in part the result of his belief that it is important to Senator
Chuck Schumer of New York, the Democratic leader, according to one person with knowledge of
the president’s thinking on the issue.  
Mr. Trump has told Republicans that it makes no sense to give Mr. Schumer something that he
covets — funding for the tunnels — at a time that Mr. Schumer is routinely blocking Mr. Trump’s
nominees and other parts of his agenda, the person said...  
The Obama administration, which had ranked the Gateway project the country’s No. 1 priority in
transportation infrastructure, had informally agreed that the federal government would split the
cost of the first phase of the project with New York and New Jersey. That phase was estimated to
cost $11 billion, out of about $30 billion for the entire initiative...  
The project was meant to supplement the existing tunnels that carry trains under the Hudson
River. Those tubes are more than 100 years old and in urgent need of an overhaul after filling with
saltwater during Hurricane Sandy in 2012. Elected officials and Amtrak executives have warned
that the loss of one of the existing tubes would reduce the capacity for trains between New York
and New Jersey by 75 percent and cause chaos for commuters in the region.

 

 

 

 

New Sanitation rules proposal
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City Aims To Starve Out Rats With New Trash Rules  
A package of City Council bills aims to stop New Yorkers from giving rodents a smorgasboard to
feed on.  
March 6, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
One of the eight bills would give the city Department of Health authority to create "rat mitigation
zones" in areas where there are high numbers of complaints about rats or where health officials
have exterminated lots of the rodents, among other factors.  
Buildings in those zones with at least nine apartments would have to set out garbage between 4
a.m. and 6 a.m. on the morning trash is collected rather than the evening before. Another bill
would force restaurants across the city to spray liquid leaking from trash bags off their sidewalks
after garbage is picked up or face a fine....  
Another bill under consideration would require restaurants in rat mitigation zones to separate their
compost from their regular trash. Other legislation would stiffen penalties for littering and illegal
dumping; force developers to try and get rid of rats to get construction permits; and let sanitation
enforcers use information found in illegally dumped waste as evidence of a violation.  

Plastic Bag Fee Proposal

2 NY state lawmakers from NYC pitch new plastic bag ban  
February 25, 2018, apnews.com, by David Klepper  
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) — Two Democratic state lawmakers from Manhattan on Monday called for a
statewide ban on the ubiquitous plastic shopping bag and a fee on paper bags as a way to
encourage renewable alternatives and crack down on one of the greatest sources of
environmental pollution.  
New Yorkers use 23 billion plastic bags each year, according to the findings of a state panel
formed to study their effects on the environment. Many end up in landfills, or as plastic pollution in
oceans and other waterways.  
The legislation proposed by Sens. Liz Krueger and Brad Hoylman would prohibit their use as
shopping bags — though plastic food carryout bags and smaller plastic bags used to store
produce or meat would be excluded.  
It would be up to retailers to set the fee on paper bags, though the bill would set a minimum of 10
cents and a maximum of a quarter. People using food stamps or other food assistance benefits
would not pay the fee.  
...More than a dozen local communities in New York state have adopted bans or fees so far, but a
5-cent fee approved in New York City was blocked by officials in Albany last year. 
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Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

 

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association. 

To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove”
in the subject.
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