
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, or click the following link for today's email.

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount.

New
mang'Oh yoga, 322 East 39th Street (between 1st & 2nd Avenue), 212-661-6655, one-time
offer: 20% off a single purchase of a membership or a class card. Discount applied at the front
desk.

Changed
Fine & Rare, 9 East 37th Street, 212-725-3866, 20% off Lunch or Brunch valid until December
31, 2018.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website if you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact information for local elected

Information that may be of interest...February 26, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.mangohstudio.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=322+East+39th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(212)%20661-6655
http://www.fineandrare.nyc/
https://maps.google.com/?q=9+East+37th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(212)%20725-3866
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5340&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/News/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=5341&classification=news&topicID=0&clientID=11037&subnav=&subsection=sidebar
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/resources/select_resources.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Resources&subsection=sidebar


officials, and more.

Kudos!
Outstanding Achievement in Support of NYC Preservation
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association was nominated by the Guides Association of New York
for Outstanding Achievement in Support of NYC Preservation. Congratulations to the
Preservation & Design Committee! The 4th Annual Guides Association of New York Apple
Awards Ceremony will take place on March 12.  

 If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please
email nancysheran@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events
March 1    7:30pm 

Doctors Orchestra performs Sarasate, Liszt & Vaughan
Williams
The program: Sarasate - Carmen Fantasy with violinist Ariel Horowitz, Liszt - Les Préludes,
Vaughan Williams - Pastoral Symphony with soprano Lesley de Groot.   
Photo of Ariel Horowitz. Ariel Horowitz has been hailed by The Washington Post as “sweetly
lyrical”. Winner of top prizes at the Stulberg and Irving M. Klein International String Competitions,
as well as The Juilliard School’s Violin Concerto Competition, The Violin Channel praised Ariel’s
artistic energy. Ariel has performed the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto with the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra and Maestro Tito Munoz at the Strathmore Music Center and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall to rousing standing ovations. Ariel’s solo appearances also include performances

https://www.ganyc.org/2018-ganyc-apple-awards
mailto:nancysheran@gmail.com?subject=For%20theMHNA%20%20newsletter!


with the Neue Philharmonie Westphalia, Raanana 
Symphonette, Terre Haute Symphony Orchestra, Carmel 
Symphony Orchestra, New Albany Symphony Orchestra, 
Chamber Orchestra Kremlin, and the Doctor’s Orchestral 
Society of New York as well as numerous recitals in the 
United States and worldwide.  
FREE (donations welcome)  
at Norman Thomas Center  
111 East 33rd Street (between Park & Lexington Avenue)

March 2   2-3:30pm

Grand Central
Neighborhood's Network Fair
Open to the public and the community  
Lunch for agencies who are GCN's clients from 1-2pm  
The Network Fair is a collaborative effort between Grand 
Central Neighborhood and partnering organizations to 
make available existing and future resources to meet the 
needs of homeless individuals in New York City. Flier  
at the Mainchance Multi- Service Center  
120 East 32nd Street  
(Between Park & Lexington Avenues)  

March 4   11am & 12:30pm 
Church of the Covenant Special Service and Community
Conversation for Women's History Month
11am  Women’s History Month Special Services with Guest Speaker, Elaine Eason Steele  
12:30pm Community Conversation with Elaine Eason Steele, Co-Founder, Rosa and Raymond
Parks Institute for Self Development. Light refreshments will be served. Bring a friend. All are
welcome! Flier  
The Church of the Covenant  
310 East 42nd Street ((between 1st & 2nd Avenues)  

https://maps.google.com/?q=111+East+33rd+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/GCN_NetworkFairMarch2018.pdf
https://maps.google.com/?q=120+East+32nd+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/VTJKYJHK.pdf
https://maps.google.com/?q=310+East+42nd+Street&entry=gmail&source=g


March 21    9-11:30am
Google Digital Marketing Workshop
for Small Businesses
The workshop, organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association's Business Committee, and led by Google
Digital Coach Angeline Darrisaw, will focus on: key trends
in the small business marketing ecosystem, how to target
your audience online, how to create compelling ads and
how to track the return on your marketing investment by
leveraging analytics. This workshop is appropriate for
businesses with a website or about to build a website. Our
host: Henry George School of Social Science. Breakfast
courtesy of Bagel Boss.  Flier  
FREE. Space is limited. Register for the Event  

at the Henry George School of Social Science  
149 East 38th Street (between Lexington & Park Avenue)

Courtesy of Bryant Park & 34th Street MidCityNews:

Car-Free Earth Day - April 21
Sunday, April 22 is Earth Day, and traditionally, that means the preceding Saturday is Car Free
Earth Day in Manhattan.

Looking to get involved? NYC Department of Transportation is looking for Earth-friendly content
on this special day. If you are an artist, performer, or work for a non-profit organization and have a
good idea for an environmentally-focused object of public art, performance, or activity, they ask
you to contact the agency and tell them about it. For all information about submitting your
proposal, download DOT’s RFP. Once you have decided to submit a proposal, use the
appropriate form: Performance, Public Art, and Activities.

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/Google_Event_MHNA_20180321.pdf
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=28641&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
https://maps.google.com/?q=149+East+38th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/summerstreets/html/carfree/carfree.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/car-free-earth-day-2018-rfp.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/car-free-earth-day-2018-performance-app.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/car-free-earth-day-2018-public-art-app.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/car-free-earth-day-2018-activities-app.pdf


Health
The deadly opioid epidemic affects people in all walks of life. New York State and New York City
offer resources.  
Drug Dealer Arrested In Overdose That Killed NYU Doctor:
Report
February 23, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy

These links are also available on the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org on the Resources
pages. Search for "substance abuse".

NYS resources: https://www.oasas.ny.gov/accesshelp/index.cfm  
NYC resources: https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/alcohol-and-drug-use.page

Affordable housing and homelessness

Grappling with homeless crisis, New York City stands to
lose 15,000 rental vouchers in federal budget
February 13, 2018, politico.com, by Sally Goldenberg  
With its homeless population already hovering at record levels, New York City would be poised to
lose roughly 11 percent of its rental assistance vouchers under President Trump's proposed fiscal
2019 budget...  
The White House also proposed raising the cap on rent for federally subsidized tenants to 35
percent of their income instead of the current limit of 30 percent.  
The Housing Conference said proposed cuts to Section 8 would be "putting families receiving
rental assistance at risk of homelessness."...  
In budget documents, the White House said it is trying to shift the burden of some housing
programs onto cities and states...  
The threat comes as the New York City Housing Authority grapples with $25 billion in unmet
capital needs, which were on display this winter when a spate of malfunctioning equipment left
323,098 residents without heat or hot water for an average of 48 hours at a time.  
It also comes as the homeless population has swelled in New York City, with roughly 77,000
people in shelters or on the street last year.

Midtown East Rezoning

Public Realm Improvement Governing Group Votes on
Projects for Midtown East
by Nancy Idaka Sheran  
The newly formed Public Realm Improvement Governing Group met on February 15 to prioritize
the projects that can be started. Financing for these projects comes from the Midtown East’s
Public Realm Improvement Fund, which got seed money from the City and will be further funded
by developers that build new taller buildings in the rezoned areas of Midtown East. The projects
include public spaces and transportation improvements. The work for these projects will be done

https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/drug-dealer-arrested-overdose-killed-nyu-doctor-report
http://patch.com/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
https://www.oasas.ny.gov/accesshelp/index.cfm
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/health/health-topics/alcohol-and-drug-use.page
https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/city-hall/story/2018/02/13/grappling-with-homeless-crisis-new-york-city-stands-to-lose-15-000-rental-vouchers-in-federal-budget-251529
http://politico.com/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/zoning/districts-tools/public-realm-improvement-fund.page


by City and State agencies. The Governing Group is led by City Council Member Keith Powers
and has representatives from City Planning, the NYC Department of Transportation, the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Parks & Recreation, Environmental Protection, Community
Board 5, Community Board 6, and more. Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer is a member
of the group, and Dan Garodnick sat in for City Council Speaker Corey Johnson.  

The group voted to start the following projects: security bollards for the shared street - 43rd Street
between Lexington and Third Avenue, a plaza at Pershing Square East, the shared street at
Vanderbilt Avenue, and thoroughfare improvements on a few blocks of Lexington Avenue around
41st to 43rd Street (curb extensions and turn bays are planned). Shared streets are city streets
where areas are carved out for purposes other than motor vehicle traffic, such as pedestrian
areas. Each project has an estimated cost, and the projects that can be undertaken are limited to
the amount of money in the fund. More money is expected to go into the fund, as new
development starts up in Midtown East.

And new development is beginning. JPMorgan Chase announced on February 21 that it will build
the first skyscraper to go up under new zoning rules for Midtown East. It will demolish its
headquarters at 270 Park Avenue and will build a new 70-story world headquarters on the site for
its 15,000 employees.  

Out With the Old Building, in With the New for JPMorgan
Chase  
February 21, 2018, nytimes.com, by Charles V. Bagli  
JPMorgan Chase announced on Wednesday that it will demolish its headquarters [at 270 Park
Avenue] between 47th and 48th Streets and build a new 70-story world headquarters on the site
for its 15,000 employees.  
The building would be the first skyscraper to go up under new zoning rules for the area
surrounding Grand Central Terminal, which were designed to encourage the development of
taller, more modern skyscrapers and ensure that Midtown remains one of the city’s premier
business districts.  
The new tower will soar as much as 500 feet higher than the existing 52-story headquarters on
the west side of Park Avenue and contain an additional one million square feet of office space.  
Chase is expected to buy unused development rights from nearby buildings, generating more
than $40 million for public improvements to the streets, pedestrian plazas and sidewalks in the
neighborhood under the new zoning plan...  
Under the terms of the rezoning, public projects across East Midtown would be funded by a
minimum contribution from developers of $61.49 per square foot or 20 percent of the price of air
rights or unused development rights. Chase plans to buy as much as one million square feet of air
rights from other property owners in the district.  
Chase is expected to begin demolition of the building at 270 Park early next year, with the new
tower set to open five years later. Chase has been quietly negotiating leases at nearby buildings
— 237, 245 and 277 Park Avenue, as well as 390 Madison Avenue — for workers in the existing
building...

 

 

School Safety

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/5c_ChaseBank270ParkAvenueRelease.pdf
https://maps.google.com/?q=270+Park+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/21/nyregion/jpmorgan-chase-headquarters.html
http://nytimes.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=270+Park+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=390+Madison+Avenue&entry=gmail&source=g


De Blasio beefs up school security, reprimands NRA in wake
of Parkland massacre  
February 22, 2018, politico.com, by Eliza Shapiro and Gloria Pazmino  

The Department of Education will accelerate the pace of existing school safety measures in the
wake of the Parkland, Fla. school shooting last week, Mayor Bill de Blasio said Thursday.  
All 1,800 of the city's elementary, middle and high schools will have to hold lockdown drills by
March 15. During those drills, students are required to be silent and move out of sight, teachers
check for students outside the classroom and then lock the classroom door and turn off the
lights...  
The city will also implement random screening by metal detectors at all middle and high schools
by the end of the academic year in June...A small minority of city schools have permanent
scanners...  
Unsurprisingly, the mayor sharply criticized President Donald Trump's suggestion that arming
some school teachers could help prevent mass shootings in schools. "I suspect the president
doesn't know anything about public schools," the mayor said. "There's nothing more terrifying
than the notion of putting more guns in our children's schools."...  
United Federation of Teachers President Michael Mulgrew released a statement with a nearly
identical sentiment on Thursday: "Teachers should be marking papers, not being trained in
marksmanship." ...  
De Blasio also delivered a message to National Rifle Association Executive Vice President
Wayne LaPierre, who earlier on Thursday delivered a defiant speech at the annual Conservative
Political Action Conference in Maryland, calling for a staunch defense of Second Amendment
Rights...In his speech, LaPierre specifically named de Blasio, Gov. Andrew Cuomo, Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and other prominent Democrats from around the country,
describing them as part of a “tidal wave of new European socialist” politicians within the
Democratic party seeking to exploit tragedy for political gain...  
“The NRA is the problem, the leadership of the NRA is responsible for these massacres. It’s as
plain and simple as that,” de Blasio said.

 

De Blasio says armed city school officers would cost $1.2B  
February 22, 2018, nypost.com, by Carl Campanile

 

Transportation

Traffic Cameras Could Soon Catch You Blocking NYC
Intersections  
February 20, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar  
NEW YORK, NY — New York City could soon start snapping photos of drivers who stall traffic by
blocking intersections. An amendment to Gov. Andrew Cuomo's state budget submitted last week
would let the city test cameras to enforce so-called "blocking the box" violations in Manhattan to
help reduce congestion.

 

Subways to Get Station Upgrades, and Governor Gets His
Way  

https://www.politico.com/states/new-york/city-hall/story/2018/02/22/de-blasio-beefs-up-school-security-reprimands-nra-in-wake-of-parkland-massacre-271972
http://politico.com/
https://nypost.com/2018/02/22/de-blasio-says-armed-city-school-officers-would-cost-1-2b/
http://nypost.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/gramercy-murray-hill/s/gcz03/traffic-cameras-could-soon-catch-you-blocking-nyc-intersections
http://patch.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/nyregion/subway-cosmetic-upgrades.html


February 22, 2018, nytimes.com, by Sarah Maslin Nir   
What had seemed like a rare win for Mayor Bill de Blasio — sidelining Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo’s
plan to add amenities like new lighting and USB ports at nearly three dozen New York City
subway stations — turned into another defeat on Thursday when the subway’s governing board
approved Mr. Cuomo’s plan.  
The 10-3 vote by the board of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, which runs the subway,
to approve contracts to refurbish nine of the stations essentially ended the dispute between the
two leaders in familiar fashion — with the governor having the upper hand.  
The $250 million in upgrades are part of a billion-dollar plan, known as the Enhanced Station
Initiative, that has been criticized by some transit advocates and the mayor as too heavily focused
on cosmetics at a time when the subway faces more pressing needs, like fixing an antiquated
infrastructure that has contributed to its dismal performance.  
And advocates for the disabled were angered that the plan to overhaul a total of 33 stations does
not include funds for elevators in a system in which less than a quarter of the 472 subway stations
are accessible...  
Andy Byford, the president of New York City Transit, the M.T.A.’s subway division, offered a full-
throated endorsement of Mr. Cuomo’s plan, arguing that some of the work addressed structural
issues that could no longer be ignored...Despite Mr. Byford’s efforts, the votes on the station plan
still fell along political lines, with the three opposing votes cast by members representing the city,
including Ms. Trottenberg, the transportation commissioner.

 

Penn Station Subway Fixes To Get MTA Vote After Dispute:
The MTA Board will decide the fate of eight station
renovations worth nearly $213 million  
February 21, 2018, patch.com, by Noah Manskar

Agenda & Minutes of the MTA meeting on February 22, 2018

Volunteer Opportunity  

Partnership for Student Advancement (psapartnership.org) is a charitable
organization helping high school students, mainly minorities, find a suitable career and make a
life. They have a new initiative to bring the program to college students. Coaching is a main
component and they teach interview skills, presentation skills, communication skills, behavior in
an office setting, etc. They provide full training for the coaching modules and are looking for
volunteers interested in assisting this new group of students. The commitment is only a few hours
a month, which will be coordinated between you, the student and the school.  
If you are interested, or want to get more information, please call Anne Bonfiglio, Exec. Dir., at
212-684-0281 or email abonfiglio1@psapartnership.org.

 

 

 

If you are not a member  
or your membership has lapsed   

please join/renew now

http://nytimes.com/
https://patch.com/new-york/new-york-city/penn-station-subway-fixes-get-mta-vote-after-dispute
http://patch.com/
http://web.mta.info/mta/news/books/pdf/180222_1000_Board.pdf
http://psapartnership.org/
tel:(212)%20684-0281
mailto:abonfiglio1@psapartnership.org


Join / Renew

Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood
Association. 

To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove”
in the subject.

http://murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.facebook.com/MHNANYC/
https://www.instagram.com/murrayhillnyc/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org?subject=Remove



