
The information in this eblast is provided by The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. We are
sharing the information as a service to our members. If this notice does not interest you, please
disregard it. 

You can also find these eblasts in PDF (printable) format at www.murrayhillnyc.org in the News
section, or click the following link: 

Photos from yesterday's Love Your Neighborhood Valentine
Party!
Photos courtesy of Enid Klass

The MHNA Discount Program
Please be prepared to show proof of membership when you ask for a discount. 

New
The Big Apple Chorus is offering Singing Valentines, delivered by a costumed Barbershop
Quartet. They will sing two love songs at your Sweetheart's workplace, home, or
restaurant...anywhere in Manhattan. Each singing valentine will be delivered with a red rose and a
Valentine Card with your personal greeting. Quartets are available on February 14 from 10am -

Information that may be of interest...February 12, 2018

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/
http://www.bigapplechorus.org/


9pm. View the singing valentine video at www.bigapplechorus.org. Prices are $89 from 10am-5pm,
$99 after 5pm. MHNA members get a 10% discount. Also available: Phone Singing Valentines to
anyone in the Continental U.S. $35. Ask about other available times. Phone: 646--535-2191.

Changed
The Morgan Library & Museum, 225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street. MHNA members can book
tickets for The Morgan's public programs (concerts, talks, films, etc.) at The Morgan's member
price. This applies to all single events (except for the Orchestra of St. Luke's concerts). Click
"Member" when ordering online, or if you are ordering by phone mention that you are a MHNA
member. Call Visitor Services at 212-685-0008 for phone orders.   
MHNA members who join The Morgan as a new Morgan member will receive one extra month of
membership (total of 13 months membership). When joining online, MHNA members must include
"Murray Hill Neighborhood Association" in the Comments field when joining The Morgan online.
When joining by phone, please call 212-590-0322 and mention that you are a MHNA member. This
promotion expires December 31, 2018.

Put Your Best Fish Forward in Murray Hill!  A seafood dinner and demonstration by appointment.
At chef's studio or your place,  Contact Michael-Ann at michaelannrowe@gmail.com or 646-345-
4412, Non-members $65 / MHNA members book five seats, and get the sixth seat free.

Full list of discounts offered to MHNA members: 
Restaurant and Food Discounts  
General Discounts

Visit the Resources pages on the MHNA website it you need information on government
resources, substance abuse programs, heat season rules, contact informatoin for local government
officials, and more.

Upcoming Events
Deadline is April 3  
[It's near the Hudson Yards and the High Line, in Community Board 4] 
Deadline for affordable apartment lottery
The lottery is for 63 units in a new building located at 515 West 36th Street, including four studios
going for just $613 per month and 14 one-bedrooms at $659. Another seven two-bedrooms are
available at $801 per month, and the remaining units range in price from $833 to $2,733. In order
to qualify for the sub-$700 apartments in this lottery, applicants must have an annual household
income between $22,903 [for a single person] and [$57,240 for a family of 4]. 50% of the
apartments will be set aside for residents of Community Board 4. Apartments are also set aside for
disabled applicants and municipal employees.  
Map of available affordable housing lotteries in NYC www1.nyc.gov/site/hpd/index.page  
Courtesy of Timeout.com, February 2, 2018, Applications are now open for ridiculously cheap $613
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apartments in Chelsea, by Clayton Guse  

Deadline extended to February 16 to apply for your
Manhattan Community Board
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer has extended the application deadline for NEW
Community Board applicants to Friday, February 16, 2018. Start the process at
manhattanbp.nyc.gov/CBapply.

Nilda Hofmann, new NYPD Chief of
Community Affairs  
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association welcomes Nilda
Hofmann, the new NYPD Chief of Community Affairs.  If you would
like to connect with her, her Twitter handle is @NYPDCommAffairs
and her email is CommunityAffairs@NYPD.org. This information
has also been posted on the MHNA website in the Resources
section.

Kudos!
Documentary, The Gilded Age, featuring Henry George aired
on PBS

The Henry George School of Social Science
supplied some high resolution photographs
and images that are seen in the PBS
documentary, The Gilded Age, which aired as
part of the series The American Experience.
[from the PBS official site] Henry George’s
1879 book Progress and Poverty articulated
the problem felt by many people during the
Gilded Age — that despite the booming
economy, many people were left behind in
poverty. The book was a bestseller, and
George became wildly popular, eventually

being drafted to run for Mayor of New York City in 1886 as a candidate for the United Labor Party.
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Henry George’s message about the haves and the have nots helped ignite a movement of working
people that swept the nation. In the documentary you will learn about the income polarization of the
time, the economic instability, political activism, the influence and power of people such as J.P.
Morgan and Andrew Carnegie and those who resisted them, and more. PBS Official Site. Check
the PBS listings for future air dates.

The Henry George School of Social Science is a MHNA Business Member, and they give free
classes on political and economic topics at 149 East 38th Street.

 

If you have achievements to celebrate as an individual or business, please
email nancysheran@gmail.com.

 

 

 Show the Love!
NYC Love Your Local honors the independent businesses that make our city a unique place to
live.  
Show your love by sharing a business for the NYC Love Your Local map: https://loveyourlocal.
cityofnewyork.us

Eligible businesses can receive grants and expert advice to keep thriving.

 

 

 

 

"Found But Not Lost" in
Bryant Park this Valentine’s
Day
On Valentine's Day in Bryant Park you can see
300 scarves affixed with a tag saying “Found
but not Lost. This scarf was made with love for
a person in need of warmth. Please take me!
Holiday wishes from Bryant Park and Knitty
City.”
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Free Income Tax Preparation at the New York Public Library's
Science, Industry & Business Library
Every Tuesday and Thursday, through April 17. Doors open at 10am and close at 2pm. Plan to stay
awhile.

AARP Tax-Aide volunteers, certified by the IRS, will prepare both Federal and State returns for
people of all ages with low to moderate income. Tax returns will be prepared using computers and
e-filed. Telephone: 917-275-6975.

They cannot prepare Schedule C Business/Self Employment if net loss, Schedule E Rental
property with expenses, Form 2106 Employee business expenses, Form 3903 Employee moving
expenses, Schedule K-1 (other than interest, dividents, capital gains, royalties), Returns prior to
2014.

You need to bring Income related items: All tax forms pertaining to 2017, W2 Forms from all
employers, Unemployment compensation statements, SSA-1099 if you were paid Social Security
benefits, All 1099 forms (1099 INT, 1099 DIV, 1099 B, 1099 Misc. etc.), documentation of purchase
price for asset sales. Deductions related items: receipts, canceled checks, totaled summaries if
itemizing deductions, dependent care provider information (name, employer ID or Social Security
number, amount paid), forms and documents indicating federal income tax paid, Form 1095A
regarding health insurance, if insurance was purchased through the Marketplace. Identification:
government issued photo ID, social security card or statement, original social security card for
dependents.

at SIBL  
188 Madison Avenue  
(between 34th & 35th Street)

Also at SIBL through April 17 - you can prepare and file your tax return electronically, with some
help from a tax assistant - for free. You must have a valide email address and basic computer
skills, bring all necessary documents and information. www.nypl.org/taxhelp

Murray Hill in the News
Bomb-Sniffing Dogs Report For Duty At MTA Police Graduation
January 31, 2018, patch.com, by Brendan Krisel

NEW YORK, NY — New York City's newest canine protectors are reporting for duty. Thirteen dogs
graduated from explosive detection and anti-terrorism training Wednesday and will become full-
time members of the MTA Police Department, the MTA announced.

The dogs — most of which are German Shepherds or German and Belgian Shepherd mixes —
were awarded their badges during a ceremony held in Grand Central Terminal.
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Real Estate

CetraRuddy-Designed
46-Story Tower Coming
To 30 East 29th Street,
NoMad
February 2, 2018, newyorkimby.com,
by Andrew Nelson  
Permits have been filed for a 46-story
residential tower at 30 East 29th Street
in Midtown, Manhattan...  
According to Crain’s reporting from May
of 2017, Rockefeller purchased the
three buildings from several owners.

Extell Development had owned 30-32 East 29th street, the W Brothers owned 34 East 29th Street,
and Michael Aryeh owned 36 East 29th Street.  
“We are under contract to purchase multiple parcels and surrounding air rights in the vicinity of
Madison Square Park, which would create a large assemblage in what we consider a very
desirable neighborhood,” a spokesman for Rockefeller said in a released statement.  
The 599-foot tall structure will yield 226,350 square feet of space, with 167,700 square feet
dedicated to residential use. 123 apartments will be created, averaging 1,363 square feet apiece,
indicating condominiums...  
Demolition permits for the three structures were filed in September. The design and estimated
completion date have not been announced. (Photo of 30-36 East 30th Street, courtesy Google
Maps) 

City & State
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2018 Will Be a Busy, Contentious Election Year in New York
January 23, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Matthew Sweeney  
2018 will see three election days and races for state-level offices, including five of six statewide
positions and all of the state Legislature, and all of the state’s delegation to the House of
Representatives...  
New Yorkers will be able to vote in the federal primaries on June 26; the state primaries on
September 11; and Election Day November 6...  
Along with all the 27 New York House seats, which are elected every two years, one of New York’s
two United State Senate seats, elected every six years, is on the ballot this year -- the one
currently held by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. At the state government level, the four statewide posts
of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, and Comptroller are all on the ballot in their
four-year cycle, as well as the every-two-year elections of all 150 seats in the state Assembly and
all 63 seats in the state Senate.  
In New York, this year’s deadlines for candidates to file for federal office is April 12 and for state
offices, July 12.  

400 Old and New Bills Introduced at City Council
February 02, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Sam Raskin  
After weeks of mostly procedural activity to start its new four-year term, the New York City Council
convened ... for its first legislation-focused 2018 meeting, which included discussion and
reintroduction of bills from the previous session that had not passed, as well as the introduction of
new bills...  
Council Member Ben Kallos of Manhattan’s Upper East Side re-introduced a pair of bills, Intro. 85
and 86, aimed at ensuring people who have had cases heard in housing court do not face
discrimination from landlords...  
Asked about the scaffolding bill at a press conference after the Council session, Johnson said he is
receptive to the idea of reducing the amount of time scaffolding remains in place, though he did not
explicitly state his position on it. “We have to make sure the public is safe, while at the same time
not allowing scaffolding to remain up longer than needs to,” he said.  

Fariña Calls Cuomo Education Budget Proposal
'Disrespectful'
New York City’s outgoing schools chancellor Carmen Fariña criticized Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s
executive budget during a joint legislative budget hearing on education in Albany Wednesday.  
The chancellor said the the governor's proposal placed $144 million in additional costs on the New
York City school system and criticized Cuomo's plan to grant the state more oversight over schools'
budgets, which she said infringes on mayoral control of schools.  
“To add another bureau of people who are going to look at paperwork that will probably never be
reviewed,” she said, “I would say it’s fundamentally not necessary and it’s also, to some degree —
you know, I’m leaving I can say this — disrespectful.”  
New York State Education Department Commissioner MaryEllen Elia also testified at Wednesday's
hearing, asking for a school aid increase of twice what the governor proposed in his budget.

With Headwinds Looming, Mayor de Blasio Unveils $88.7
Billion Budget
February 1, 2018, nytimes.com, by J. David Goodman 
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For all of Bill de Blasio’s first term, New York City saw uninterrupted growth in tax revenue and
continued economic expansion, enabling him to spend like no other mayor in the city’s history,
growing the payroll and work force to a new level.  
With the Trump administration threatening to cut federal aid, the coming year’s budget represents
the first potential check to the mayor’s spending habits.  
On Thursday, Mr. de Blasio released a preliminary budget that contained few new projects and
offered little guidance on how the city would deal with possible cuts from Washington. In fact, the
mayor called for an increase in spending to $88.7 billion in the next fiscal year...  
City officials acknowledged that at least $700 million was already at risk because of changes to
federal payments for public hospitals and a dampening of the value of tax credits for affordable
housing. The situation could worsen when President Trump releases his budget later this month.  
Notably, the mayor’s plan includes no new money for the ailing subway system...  
The record number of city workers — currently at 320,000 full- and part-time employees — is still
set to rise to 324,000 this year. The city is pressing forward on a plan to secure 300,000 units of
affordable housing, and add a public preschool program for 3-year-olds...  
For some budget watchdogs, the uncertainty over federal cuts was a reason for the city to buttress
its reserves and demonstrate restraint. But doing so could also provide a perverse incentive to
leaders in Washington or Albany, who may see such measures as a sign that the city could afford
to pay more. 

 

In Albany, De Blasio Budget Testimony Centers on MTA,
NYCHA  
February 06, 2018, gothamgazette.com, by Rachel Silberstein  
Testifying in Albany Monday, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio responded to Governor Andrew
Cuomo’s $168 billion executive budget and outlined the city’s funding priorities for the next fiscal
year...  
In his opening remarks, de Blasio had mixed reviews for Cuomo’s budget, praising some measures
while also urging state legislators to help him beat back others as they negotiate toward a new
state budget by the April 1 start of the fiscal year...  
The mayor’s initial testimony and subsequent back-and-forth with lawmakers included significant
focus on transportation and housing issues, especially MTA funding and problems at the New York
City Housing Authority (NYCHA), though de Blasio also touched on uncertainty coming from the
federal government; criminal justice reforms and their connection to the closure of Rikers Island
jails; and other fiscal and policy items.  

 

NY Obamacare draws record 4M signups for 2018  
February 1, 2018, nydailynews.com, by Glenn Blain  
ALBANY - New York’s Obamacare program reached a new high, with more than 4.3 million people
signing up for healthcare coverage, state officials announced Thursday.  
The 2018 totals marked an increase of about 700,000 people from a year ago, officials said. The
2018 enrollment period ended on Jan. 31.  
Of those using the Obamacare marketplace, 2.97 million used the site to enroll in Medicaid and
738,851 used it to sign up for the Essential Plan - a state-run and federally funded coverage plan
for people making up to twice the federal poverty level.  
Another 374,577 enrolled in Child Health Plus and 253,102 obtained private insurance, up from
242,880 a year ago.  
Bill Hammond, director of health policy for the Empire Center, said the increase in private
insurance sign-ups came despite a 14% increase in the average premium...  
Hammond also warned that the growth in Essential Plan enrollment - up nearly 74,000 from a year
ago - could spell trouble for the state because the Trump administration has indicated that it will no
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longer fund such plans.  
“The state may have to absorb more of the cost,” Hammond said.  
Gov. Cuomo and state Attorney General Eric Schneiderman announced last week that New York
and Minnesota were filing lawsuits challenging the President’s decision last fall to cut off the more
than $1 billion that supported state-run health insurance programs.

 

Whew! How NYers may avoid a $1.5B income-tax hit  
February 8, 2018, lohud.com, by Joseph Spector, Albany Bureau Chief 

ALBANY -- New Yorkers faced a $1.5 billion income-tax increase if the state didn’t decouple its tax
rates from the new federal rates.

But on Thursday, Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s budget director Robert Mujica testified the state would
decouple the state rates from the federal rates -- a big relief for New Yorkers.  
 

 

Transportation
 

Who’s who at the MTA  
A guide to who is in control of New York's famously opaque mass transit agency.  
February 1, 2018, cityandstateny.com, by Grace Segers  
MTA Board  
The MTA is governed by 17 board members, all of whom must be confirmed by the state Senate.
The chair, vice chair and three other members are nominated by the governor. Four members –
although technically nominated by the governor – are recommended by the mayor of New York
City, and one member each is recommended by the county executives of Nassau, Suffolk and
Westchester counties...The county executives of Dutchess, Orange, Rockland and Putnam also
each recommend one member, but these four members have one collective vote. There are also
six non-voting seats which represent unions and commuters.

 

M.T.A. Construction Costs ‘Threaten to Strangle’ Growth,
Report Warns  
February. 5, 2018, nytimes.com, by Brian M. Rosenthal  
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority could dramatically reduce its sky-high construction costs
by rethinking how it manages projects, prioritizing efficiency over bureaucracy and ending rules
that require far more workers than are needed, according to a new report based on two years of
research....  
In addition to the Second Avenue Subway, the report examines the extension of the No. 7 Line to
the Far West Side of Manhattan and East Side Access, a project, still underway, to link the Long
Island Rail Road to Grand Central Terminal through a 3½-mile-long tunnel. The report compares
the projects with similarly ambitious transit projects in London, Paris and Los Angeles.  
The report largely echoes the findings of an investigation published by The New York Times in
December. That investigation found that a mile of train track in New York cost at least five times as
much as anywhere else in the world.
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Report issued by the Bus Turnaround Coalition  
Turnaround: Fixing New York City's Buses

De Blasio: We’re working on ride share rules after City Hall
suicide  
February 9, 2018 , nypost.com, by Yoav Gonen  
Mayor de Blasio said Friday he’s reviving his failed bid to regulate companies like Uber — four
days after a livery driver who blamed lawmakers for his financial ruin killed himself in front of City
Hall.  
“We have to find better ways to regulate the for-hire vehicle sector in general,” de Blasio said on
WNYC radio.  

 

 

 

Zoning, City Planning & Housing

(opinion) Panel: City’s Community Planning Process in Need
of Major Overhaul  
February 2, 2018, citylimits.org, by Abigail Savitch-Lew  
The Regional Plan Association and others released “Inclusive City: Strategies to achieve more
equitable and predictable land use in New York City,” a 22-page report that proposes reforms to
encourage more rigorous citywide planning and community-driven planning, increased
transparency around land use changes and an improved process for assessing the environmental
impacts of proposed development. The report has been sent to the de Blasio administration and
City Council for review...  
While recognizing that the de Blasio administration’s neighborhood rezonings have included
community engagement, the writers argue that “there is room for improvement with respect to level
of community participation, or predictability around what happens with community
recommendations.”...  
According to the report, some of its recommendations could be implemented administratively,
others through legislation, and a few via a charter revision—that is, a New York City charter
revision. In December, Brewer and Public Advocate Letitia James, who also contributed to the
working group, introduced a bill at City Council to convene a charter revision commission.
Reforming land use and zoning were among their top concerns.  

 

Not Murray Hill, but an example of a neighborhood group that is asking for protections along with
rezoning.  
'Tech Hub' Plan For East Village Moves Forward  
January 30, 2018, patch.com, by Ciara McCarthy  
EAST VILLAGE, NY — A city plan to build a nine-story tech incubator in the East Village began its
public review process on Monday, to the outrage of some activists who say it's moving forward
without necessary protections for the neighborhood.  
...  

http://busturnaround.nyc/
https://nypost.com/2018/02/09/de-blasio-were-working-on-ride-share-rules-after-city-hall-suicide
http://nypost.com/
https://citylimits.org/2018/02/02/panel-citys-community-planning-process-in-need-of-major-overhaul
http://library.rpa.org/pdf/Inclusive-City-NYC.pdf
https://patch.com/new-york/east-village/city-starts-public-review-tech-hub-proposal
http://patch.com/


"It is deeply disappointing but entirely expected that the Mayor would release his plan for a giant
'Tech Hub' on 14th Street without any of the protections or mitigations for the surrounding
neighborhood that these affected communities have long called for," said Andrew Berman, the
society's president, in a statement. "Thus we turn to the City Council, whose approval is needed for
this plan, to stand up to the Mayor and demand that in order to get their vote, these measures,
which enjoy broad community support, are implemented."  
The GVSHP and other groups are calling for regulations including height limits on new
developments along certain corridors in the neighborhood as well as a stipulation that most new
development along University Place, Broadway and the Third and Fourth Avenue corridors be
predominantly residential and affordable.  

 

(Opinion) The Affordable Housing Crisis Is About to Get
Worse  
February 2, 2018, nytimes.com, by the New York Times Editorial Board  
Many of the worst effects of the tax bill President Trump signed in December could take years to
emerge. But the damage to the federal tax credit program that finances nearly all affordable
housing built in America is already painfully evident. Unless Congress rescues this crucial program,
a quarter million fewer affordable units will be built over the next 10 years, deepening an already
serious crisis.  
The federal low-income housing tax credit, created in 1986, allows companies to reduce their tax
liabilities by investing in housing for some of the nation’s neediest families and individuals, many of
them seniors, veterans and people with disabilities. The program has produced roughly three
million rental units since its inception, but has fallen far short of the growing demand for affordable
housing.  
For example, a 2017 report from Harvard’s Joint Center for Housing Studies shows that about 11
million families — or about a quarter of all renters in the United States — spend more than half of
their incomes on housing. These families often have to choose between making rent and paying for
essentials like food, child care and health care, and many are just one financial emergency away
from eviction...  
Bipartisan bills in the House and the Senate would bolster the tax credit program. But the Senate
bill is the stronger of the two. By increasing the number of housing credits by half — and making
several common-sense regulatory changes — the bill would create more than 400,000 affordable
units than would otherwise be possible.  
The bill has broad support. But there is a clear danger of it falling through the cracks as Congress
makes its way toward a messy budget agreement.
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Connect with The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Follow @murrayhillnyc on Instagram  
or @MHNANYC on Facebook.  

And, don't forget to tag @murrayhillnyc  
in your Murray Hill-inspired Instagram photos!

Visit the MHNA website www.murrayhillnyc.org 

You are receiving this email as a member of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.
To be removed from this list, send an email to info@murrayhillnyc.org with “Remove”

in the subject.
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