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I thank you God for this most amazing day, for the leaping 
greenly spirits of trees, and for the blue dream of sky and for 

everything which is natural, which is infinite, which is yes.   
   —e.e. cummings. 

According to a list of the 33 founding members of the Pa-
trons of Park Avenue (POPA), e.e. cummings was not one of 
them. This is understandable, since the poet’s death predated 
the organization’s founding by some 20 years. But given his 
feelings for flowers and trees, there is no more fitting patron 
spirit for POPA, the group responsible for restoring and 
maintaining the annual riot of blooming color and leafy 
defiance in Murray Hill’s Park Avenue Malls.

And certainly Irma Worrell Fisher, the group’s founding 
chairperson who started POPA in 1982, sounds poetic when 
she describes the view from her apartment: “Isn’t it wonder-
ful to see the trees in bloom, to overlook Park Avenue in all 
its glorious color? It reflects a very special neighborhood in 
our great city.

 “My biggest satisfaction,” Mrs. Fisher continues, 
“is being aware of bringing all this beauty and joy 
to people, not only in the community, but to visi-
tors from around the world.”

And it is a wonder to behold when buds first 
appear on the cherry trees and magnolias, and tulips pop 

POPA’s Blooming Tribute Comes Every Spring

up the second or third week of April every year. What you 
won’t see as much anymore are your neighbors getting their 
hands dirty: Where once Murray Hill’s volunteers did all the 
planting, that job is now contracted out. 

But the result is the same: this spring 5,000 Darwin Red 
Parade tulips emerged amidst the fragrant trees and lush 

ground cover in the malls. And POPA hailed its 
more than 25 years with a celebratory Cherry 
Blossom Tea on April 25 at the Kitano Hotel.

POPA’s roots, so to speak, go back to the mid-
70s and they owe 

everything to the energy of 
the original volunteers. “Not 
until the ’70s did people 
realize that they could take 
control of their own com-
munities,” explains John 
Chadwick, POPA’s current 
chairman. “In New York, the 
fiscal collapse had forced 
cutbacks, and so commu-
nity groups took over public 
spaces throughout the city. 
People realized that plant-
ing flowers, trees and shrubs 
could bring beauty and life 
to their streets.”

The earth laughs in 
flowers. 

—e.e. cummings. 

Continued on page 24Mall photos: Joe W. Di Domenico
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Spring is finally in the air … and on the ground, with the tulips and cherry 
trees providing beautiful blooming evidence.

Again, I welcome you to our association’s 50th year; it is an exciting and chal-
lenging time. We began our Golden Anniversary “deliberations” with the won-
derful Valentine’s Day kick-off at Rio Grande. With entertainment generously 
provided by Fred Arcaro, the event warmed the February chill and brought 
together members old and new. To celebrate the blooming of the trees and flow-
ers, the Cherry Blossom Festival tea followed on April 25 at the Kitano.

We have a complete schedule of events to further celebrate turning 50, 
starting in May with Ballet Behind the Scenes and Taste of Murray Hill (with 
a special Dine Out promotion) followed by a Volunteer Appreciation night, 
the Murray Hill House Tour in June, a special General Meeting in Septem-
ber, the Hyde Park bus tour in October, and in December the traditional tree 
lighting on Park Avenue followed by a gala ball. (See page 7 for more event 
details and watch for future mailings and updates.) I hope you will come to at 
least a few events to meet new neighbors and hail MHNA Five-O.

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association began as the Murray Hill 
Committee in 1960 to protest the city’s plans for an expansion of access 
to the Midtown Tunnel (the proposal was defeated.) MHNA continues to 
be involved with transportation and traffic issues. We presently face bus 
modifications on First and Second Avenue, the redirection of tunnel traffic 
on Park Avenue, and recommendations for major traffic-flow changes on 
34th Street. We will keep you advised of the changes and their implications 
for Murray Hill. Stay tuned because we have a major fight ahead. We will 
need your assistance to preserve Murray Hill as a highly desirable place to 
live and work.

I sincerely thank the trustees and volunteers of this association for their 
dedication and ongoing hard work to make Murray Hill the special neigh-
borhood it is. Untold hours are spent attending meetings, writing letters, 
planning events, calling our elected representatives, planting and cleaning 
up; planning, writing and editing the newsletter, obtaining advertisements; 
putting together information mailings, answering members’ concerns, 
maintaining the current membership and getting new members. With all 
that effort, we still have the general administration and financial issues that 
must be addressed. 

Each time you walk in Murray Hill, you will see your association hard 
at work: the trees, the flowers, the Park Avenue malls, the ivy and the trash 
bins: We do all this for Murray Hill, the place we call home.

I urge you to make a gift to your neighborhood, get a friend to become 
a member or give a gift membership. With one simple gesture, you are in-
volved in maintaining the Murray Hill we know and love. ¤
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association Fred Arcaro, President



Letter to the Editor
To Murray Hill Life:
As Joe Di Domenico cited in the kind and 
appreciated obit on Soupy Sales in Murray 
Hill Life (Winter 2010), Soupy’s life did end 
in a hospice in the Bronx. However, except 
for the one week he spent there, he lived his 
life in the place he loved most, Murray Hill.
      Before his illness, he was quite a peri-
patetic fellow and was seen in many areas 
of Murray Hill. His humor was enjoyed by 
the locals who were fortunate enough to 
meet and spend time with Soupy.
      Later, his terrace with its grand view of 
the East River area became a comfort to him 
and a place for us to spend time together 
and remember the exciting times in the won-
derful life we had: the life of Soupy Sales.
      Thank you for remembering.                                                                                

Trudy Carson Sales
245 East 35th Street

In December 2009, the New York City School Construction Authority 
purchased the southwest quarter of 616 First Avenue, site of the former 
Con Edison power plant, for the prospective PS/IS 281 School. The school 
authority has hired Mitchell/Giurgola Architects, LLP, to design a six-story 
building for about 612 students from kindergarten to 8th grade. Construc-
tion is to start in early 2011 with a completion date in early 2014.

According to an article in the New York Post on March 20, Sheldon Solow, 
developer of the Con Ed site, is ailing and has signed a power of attorney in 
favor of his son, Stefan. Stefan Solow has been quoted in the past as say-
ing he has no interest in running his father’s company. He has reportedly 
hired the Pyne Company to help plot the future of the Con Ed site, and has 
retained brokers to sell his father’s flagship building at 9 West 57th Street. 

If Solow’s development site is sold to another developer and if the new 
owner wants to make major changes to Solow’s development plans, which 
are approved by the City Council, the whole process would have to start 
over again. A new United Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) process 
could take up to two years to complete.

Community Review and Debate of New Bus Routes 
On April 5, the Public Safety, Environment and Transportation (PSET) 
Committee of Community Board Six considered and gave the community 
its opportunity to voice concerns about the new “Select Bus Service,” pro-
posed by Metropolitan Transit Authority in collaboration with Department 
of Transportation. This SBS bus service calls for different design treatments 
for its stops along First and Second Avenue. The innovations are a part of a 
citywide effort to improve service along major bus corridors.

For example, the stop at 42nd Street and First Avenue will have Design B 
treatment, featuring a dedicated curbside bus lane, four general traffic lanes, 
pedestrian refuge island and plantings, and a protected bike path. The 34th 
Street and First Avenue stop will be Design A and feature a dedicated offset 
bus lane, a bus bulb for bus stop and deliveries, three general traffic lanes, 
pedestrian refuge island and plantings, and a protected bike path. 

SBS stops on Second Avenue at 34th and 42nd would get Design C treat-
ment, which calls for a dedicated curbside bus lane, five general traffic lanes, 
parking and deliveries lane and a shared bike/car lane. 

Similarly, on May 3, the Public Safety Committee will open community 
comment on the MTA-DOT proposal for new or enhanced transit service 
along 34th Street corridor called Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Go to CB6 web 
site for location and time of meeting.

A Tragic Fall on 39th Street
A resident of 330 East 39th Street fell to his death from the 24th floor ter-
race on March 15 when the railing gave way. In response, the New York 
City Department of Buildings fined the management company $4,000 and 
added $6,750 in civil penalties for its failure to comply with city-mandated 
inspections. The Public Safety committee (PSET) of CB6 will also look into 
possible revision of building codes for terrace railing inspection.

Please plan to go to the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s festival on 
Sunday, May 23, and MECA’s Street Fair on Labor Day Monday, September 
6, for good food and fun as well to support local merchants. 

If you have not renewed your MECA membership yet, please do so. 
Please send your dues to MECA (payable to MECA) to 415 East 37th Street, 

NYC 10016, or payable to MHNA to Mur-
ray Hill Neighborhood Association, P.O. 
Box 1897, NYC 10156-1897. If your renewal 
form does not indicate that you are a MECA 
member, please write MECA on the form.

Thank you for your continuing support 
of MECA and MHNA. ¤
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Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new or renewal membership at the level I 
have circled below. My check, payable to Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association, is enclosed.

o$35 Individual        o$50 Couple       o$60 Business/Professional

o$20 Senior Citizen (age 65+)                     o$40 Senior Couple (age 65+)

I want to make an additional contribution to further your work:
___$100 Patron ___$500 Benefactor $_____Other

Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name_______________________________________

Second Name (couples) _________________________________

Address _________________________________Apt  ________

City ________________________State _____ Zip ___________

Phone (Home) ________________(Work) __________________

____________________________________________________
Name of Referring Member, if applicable

Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



Please be sure your own membership is up to date.
Check the expiration date on your membership booklet. 

If your membership has lapsed and you can’t locate your 
renewal form, please use the form provided here. We’ll 
know it’s for a renewal.
Otherwise, use the form to introduce a friend to MHNA!

Thank you!

Neighbors in the News
Local Resident Earns Dean’s Award
MHNA Member Albert Geduldig and his wife Yunny are 
proud to announce that their son Matthew was recently the 
recipient of the Dean’s Award for academic excellence at 
Colgate University. To earn this award, Matthew achieved 
better than a 3.30 average, while carrying a full course load 
during the semester.

Matthew also served as President of the Colgate Mock 
Trial Team, which competes with other universities. It seems 
Matthew is following in his lawyer-father’s footsteps. Con-
gratulations, Matthew!

Welcome Back, Winston Jack!
Those of you who relied on Winston Jack to tend to your 
needs at Third Avenue Pharmacy, which closed in 2008, will 
be pleased to know that Winston has returned to the former 
location as manager of HealthSmart, opened recently at 
550 Third Avenue. Winston looks forward to seeing old 
friends and meeting new ones. Stop in and say “hello!” See 
HealthSmart’s ad on page 14.
You may submit items of interest relating to yourself or your neigh-
bors by sending an e-mail to info@murrayhillnyc.org. Please use 
the subject line Neighbors in the News.

Alta Cucina, Inc.
Lucille Bass
Clifford Bedrick
Anne Chubbuck
Mitch Horowitz and
   Allison Orr
Jeanette Johnson
Myrna Karger
Raymond H. Kaye

David R. McFadden and
   Andrew Caputo
James O’Neill
Hinda Perdreaux
Helene Raclyn
Rosamaria Ricaldone
Benjamin Robbins
Mindy Rosenthal

Discount Merchant Additions and a Change
Please make the following changes to the entries in your 
discount booklet.

Please Patronize These New Discount Participants
Alta Cucina, Inc., an epicurean society; 22 E. 38th St. at 
Madison Ave., 646-415-9031; 10% discount. See their ad 
on page 13.

Fred Astaire Dance Studio, 201 E. 34th St, Fl 2, 212-697-6535; 
10% discount, for new students only. See their ad on page 14.

Bruce Woolf, LMT, Shiatsu and Thai Yoga Massage, 44 E. 
32nd St, Fl 11, between Madison and Park Ave, 917-941-1396; 
10% discount at 32nd St office; 20% discount Mobile Works 
(off-site visit to your home or office.) See ad on page 22.

Change in Discount Terms
Beyond Body Mind Spirit, 10 Park Ave, 212-889-4986; 
14 Day FREE Trial! Lower your health care costs while enjoy 
yoga conveniently from home, LIVE by phone 365 days/year 
with Video, Audio, and Photo Guide included. For anyone 
regardless of age, size, weight or fitness level. “enjoy healthy.”

Welcome, New Members

Remember to visit our web site.
Renew your membership or join on line.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Members’ Corner

Condolences
We were saddened to learn that former MHNA Trustee Muriel Bernstein passed away last November. Known to us as Mitzi, she 

served on the board of MHNA for many years. Mitzi was also active in many other community organizations, 
giving generously of her time and effort to such groups as the Eleanor Roosevelt Democratic Club, the USO and 
the NY Police Department’s 17th Precinct.

Much of her career focused on construction material known as exposed aggregate. She literally worked 
her way up from Girl Friday to Vice President for the Preco Chemical Corporation, eventually becoming 
known as “America’s First Lady of Precast.” A conversation with Mitzi rarely excluded the topic she had 

mastered: precast concrete!
In addition to her public service, Mitzi was an accomplished musician. She became First Violinist of the Westbury Sym-

phony Orchestra, and she was an avid promoter of the Doctors Orchestra.
We will miss her smiling face, often seen at area street fairs where she volunteered for any one of the many organizations 

she served. Our condolences go to her children, Bruce and Vivian.
***

Sadly, we report the loss of another former MHNA Trustee, Carol Taxon. Carol served on the board of 
MHNA for many years. While on the board, she spearheaded and saw to completion a vigorous and impor-
tant project: the Murray Hill Merchants Directory. 

A native New Yorker, Carol loved Manhattan and had an insightful knowledge of various New York 
neighborhoods, a talent that served her and her clients well in the real estate field where she worked.

Always energetic, willing and cooperative, her absence is felt by MHNA and we extend our condolences 
to her family and friends.

***
Lastly, we extend our belated condolences to long-term member and former MHNA Trustee Muriel Rosenberg, whose 
husband Bernard passed away last year.

Benefactors
Minor Bishop
Marjorie R Lewis

Patrons
Fred Arcaro
Clinical Consultants of CT,
   Fredda & David M. Mantell
The Collectors Club,
   Irene O Bromberg
Ruth N. & Arthur Freese
Bruce Ginsberg
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence
   Glaubinger 
Gourmet Brick Oven Pizza “33”,
   Rino & Emilio LaCerra
Cathy Grier &
   Michele Steckler
Grouben Food Corporation
Paul J. Herman
Jay & Roseanne Kaplan
Robert Mallett
Bob & Arlo Maloney
Marin Management,
   Martin Hollander
Alyce Matsumoto

Doris & David May
Kimberley Neufeld
Virginia Parkhouse
Mara Popper
Muriel &
   Bernard* Rosenberg
Thomas Schumacher &
   Mathew White
Mark Stroock 
Jack Taylor
Steven & Helene Walsey
Marc Wittmer, PhD

Donors
Joyce Anderson
Allan A. Ash
Virginia P. Atkins
Betty Baskin
Helen S. Becker
Ann Churchill
Hannah Cohen
Selma Cohen
June Colbert
Anna De Benedittis
Lonnie & Dorothy Diggs
Sarah M. Dioguardi

K. A. Donnelly
Alice P. Dunne
Harold & Betty Edwards
Rodica Eliash
Aggie Ellian
Theresa M. Falgiatore
Kathleen Fitzpatrick
Dennis Gates
Sylvia T. Giguere
Audrey Goffin
Terri S. Hahn
Avery Harris
Julia Hayes
John Horvitz
Rita A. Hughes
Anita Hyams
Joan Johnson
Peter & Tish Kelly
Leah & Beatrice Kimelman
Naomi J. Lakin
Lynn Lewis
Linda S. Lieberman
Miriam Malach
Miriam Marcus
Estelle Meister

We Gratefully Acknowledge These Members Who Contributed to MHNA in 2009, 
Over and Above Their Membership Dues.

A. Monica Morhaim
Bernadette B. Murphy
Margaret B. Nilsen
Alma Nitti
Florence O’Donovan
Arlene Orenstein &
   Joanne Fishman
William & Mary Otte
Ned Putnam
Marilyn J. Ringel
Fernando E. Rola
Paula Schaeffer
Anne Sibbald
Robert J. Simonds
Rose Marie Siringo
M. Sladek
Bernice Snyder
Joan Stanley
Eliza S. Teta
Alice Timothy
Florence Walsh
Anna Joan Weber
Gloria Weiner
Elinor Woolf
*Deceased
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MHNA 50 Opens
When Valentine’s Day Met Margarita
Was there ever a jollier meeting of celebration with means of celebration than Val-
entine’s Day and Margaritas? That was the main couple brought together at El Rio 

Grande for the kickoff event of 
MHNA’s Golden Anniversary fes-
tivities on Sunday, February 14.

The rollout party was a 
scheduled two-hour after-

noon fete. The enter-
tainment provided by 

Fred Arcaro, the food 
and the beverages—from 

ginger ale to beer to, yes, that 
tasty pale green liquid dyna-

mite named after 
a woman (no 
doubt with a red 
hibiscus behind 
her ear) all 
combined for 
an unforgettable 
curtain raiser for 
MHNA 50. 

And 
as twilight came 

to the neighborhood, a handful 
of party-goers were seen crossing 
Third Avenue en masse in what one 
happy reveler described as looking 
like “a many-legged amoeba.” The 
next day, everyone remembered 
having a wonderful time.

The next 50th Anniversary 
event—the Cherry Blossom 
Festival Tea at the Kitano on Sunday, April 25, an 
elegant afternoon put together by the Patrons 
of Park Avenue—was just as joyful with 
one difference: There were no many-legged 
amoebas making their way home  
from tea. ¤

MHNA trustee Erlinda Nelson 

and member Jim O’Neill.

Member Bernadine Horvath and Bill 
Margaretta enjoying another type of 
Salsa.

Gene Bartow, center, sometimes known as MHNA’s Santa, with former 

MHNA trustees John Chadwick, left, and Joe Di Domenico.

Hostess Marion Weingarten greeted us with a smile.

Members Estelle Meister, left, Linda Froccaro and 
trustee Maria Mireiter, right, in all their glorious 
Valentines Day “Redness.”

Photos: Alice Timothy
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BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

Proud resident of Murray Hill for 18 

years specializing in co-op, condo, 

townhouse & investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
212.937.7006

bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker. 
Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

MHNA 50th Anniversary Events
February 14 Valentine’s Day Kick-off Cocktail Party. T’was wonderful (see previous page)
April 25 Cherry Blossom Festival Tea/POPA 25th Anniversary Party, Kitano New York Hotel
May 15* Ballet Behind the Scenes, 2 pm, Lincoln Center
 New York City Ballet production of Balanchine’s “Serenade” and Jerome Robbins’ “2 and 3 Part 

Inventions” and “I’m Old Fashioned.” Plus pre-performance discussion Meet a Dancer. MHNA 
members $64; $69 non-members

May 23* Festival, Park Avenue between 34th and 40th Streets, 11 am-6 pm
 MHNA tables, between 35 and 36th Streets: books, crafts, walking tour, silent auction & raffle
 Plus: A Taste of Murray Hill: a dollar for each taste at a restaurant vendor on Park between 34th and 40th
June 13* Open House Tour of Historic Murray Hill, noon–5 pm
 Through the looking glass to gorgeous townhouses, apartments, art galleries, private clubs, lobbies, roof 

terraces, performance spaces, plus a brief church organ recital. Rain or shine. Tickets $50; $75 for 2
September 23 Special Annual Meeting 
October 9* Bus Trip to Hyde Park/FDR Presidential Library & Val-Kill, Eleanor’s cottage
 A 2-hour trip with a stop for lunch, plus a horticulture presentation on the museum grounds
December 1 Lighting of First Candle of Hanukkah 
December 5 Tree Lighting in afternoon followed by the Gala Ball in the evening 

Watch mailings for details and updates on these events.

*See Save The Date information on page 15.
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Arts, Culture & Leisure by Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library & Museum
Madison Avenue between 36 and 37th Streets

Palladio and His Legacy: A Transatlantic Journey, through 
August 1 Thirty-one rarely seen original Palladio drawings 
from the Royal Institute of British Architects are being ex-
hibited for the first time in over thirty years; they have been 
shown only once in America and never before in New York. 
Andrea Palladio (1508–1580) is considered among the most 
influential architects of the western world. Born in Padua, 
he originally worked as a stonecutter in sculpture studios 
before turning to architecture. His exquisite drawings in this 
exhibit are accompanied by rare architectural texts, pat-
tern books and models. Palladio was a major influence on 
American architecture from colonial times to the present. 
Four large models, along with some smaller models, illus-
trate the architectural journey from Rome to America: The 
Pantheon, Villa Rotunda, Chiswick House and Jefferson’s 
unrealized design for the White House.

Romantic Gardens: Nature, Art and Landscape Design, 
May 21 through August 29 The Romantic Movement in 
literature influenced the style of landscape design in Eng-
land, France, Germany and the 
United States. This exhibition will 
illustrate this connection through 
many Morgan-owned texts that in-
clude views of European gardens, 
often in color and in large formats. 
Included are first editions of works 
by Rousseau and Goethe and other 
authors whose writings redefined 
the relationship between man and 
nature.

Albrecht Dürer: “What Beauty 
Is,” May 18 through September 
12 The Morgan holds the finest 
group of drawings in America by 
the German Renaissance artist, 
Albrecht Dürer (1471–1528). More 
than a dozen works by this master draftsman will be on 
view. Throughout his career Dürer was interested in the 
harmony between graphic work and beauty, commenting: 
“What beauty is, I know not, though it adheres to many 
things.” Accompanying Dürer’s works on paper are related 
materials from the Morgan’s collection, such as a 1532 edi-
tion of Dürer’s treatise on human proportion, a woodcut, a 
woodblock and other related items.

For information about public programs—lectures, concerts, 
gallery talks and special events—call 212-685-0008 or visit 
the Morgan’s web site at www.themorgan.org. Enjoy Friday 
evenings FREE until 9 pm.

The New York Public Library
Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

Mapping New York’s Shoreline, 1609–2009, through 
June 26 Gottesman Exhibition Hall, Main Floor Septem-
ber 2009 marked 400 years since Henry Hudson sailed into 
New York harbor and up the Hudson River close to what is 
now Albany. This exhibition celebrates the Dutch accom-
plishments in the New York City region, especially along 
the waterways forming its urban watershed from the Con-
necticut River and Long Island Sound to the Hudson and 
Delaware Rivers. Items include maps, atlases, books, jour-
nals, broadsides, manuscripts, prints and photos from the 
library’s Map Division, augmented by samples from other 
New York library collections. In addition, a projected video 
demonstrates delicate conservation work done on a map 
and a document featured in this exhibit, as well as other 
modern technology surprises.

In Passing: Evelyn Hofer, Helen Levitt, Lilo Raymond, 
through May 23 Stokes Gallery This exhibit honors three 
distinguished women photographers, all of whom died last 
year. It is presented in conjunction with the 30th anniversary 

of the National Women’s History 
Project. Featured are three dozen 
images, all from the Library’s 
Photography Collection. Ev-
elyn Hofer was born in 1922 in 
Marburg, Germany, and came 
to New York in 1946. She taught 
many photographers the master-
ful use of the large-format view 
camera. Helen Levitt was born 
in 1913 in Brooklyn and was an 
early pioneer of color photogra-
phy. Known as a “street photog-
rapher,” she worked for almost 70 
years. Lilo Raymond was born 
in 1922 in Frankfurt, Germany 
and came to New York in 1939. 
She taught at the School of Visual 

Arts in Manhattan and in 1989 published her first book of 
photographs, Revealing Light. 

The Declaration of Independence, June 25–July 31, 
Wachenheim III Gallery, Main Floor The library is 
safeguarding a copy of the Declaration of Independence 
in Thomas Jefferson’s hand. It is a clean, full-text version 
without corrections or alterations. After its ratification on 
July 4, 1776, Jefferson made several copies of this text that 
he submitted to the Continental Congress. The library’s 
copy is one of two known to survive intact. It is shown with 
the first Philadelphia and New York printings of the final 
version issued by Congress. It is complemented by early 

View of the Welbeck Estate, Humphry Repton (1752–1818), 
Sketches and Hints on Landscape Gardening (London, 
1794). Gift of Henry S. Morgan and Junius S. Morgan, 1954.

Photography, Graham Haber, 2009.
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Arts, Culture and Leisure

newspaper printings, the second official version ordered by 
Congress published by a woman printer in Baltimore and 
a letter from Franklin to Washington mentioning that the 
Declaration was being drafted.

For information about exhibits, lectures, tours, call 212-869-
8089 or visit the web at www.nypl.org.

The Graduate Center
Fifth Avenue between 34th and 35th Streets
Extraordinary Lives: Bill Kelly in Conversation with Ira 
Glass, Monday, May 17, 2010, 7:30 pm, Elebash Recital Hall 
Free but reservations required. This is an “e-vent” so you can 
register on line at http://www.gc.cuny.edu/events, and click on 
the e-vent icon, or call 212-817-8215. This program is a con-
versation with Bill Kelly, CUNY Graduate Center President, 
and Ira Glass, host and producer of the celebrated radio show, 
“This American Life.” In this new series exploring great minds 
that have shaped our cultural landscape, President Kelly will 
converse one-on-one with specialists in diverse fields.

Customs and Traditions of the Irish-Speaking Region of 
County Galway, Tuesday, June 8, 7:00-8:30 pm, Room 
9204 FREE, sponsored by the Institute for Irish-American 
Studies. The guest speaker is Professor Thomas Ihde.

The World of Tap Dance: A Two-Day Celebration, Tues-
day and Wednesday July 6 and 7; screenings begin at 10 
am; panels/performances begin at 6:30 pm, Elebash Hall. 
FREE. This is a project of the Martin E. Segal Theatre Cen-
ter presented in partnership with the American Tap Dance 
Foundation. For more information check the theater’s web 
site at http://web.gc.cuny.edu/mestc/events or email at 
mestc@cuny.edu. Tuesday: The history of tap, focusing on 
the late legendary Chuck Green. Wednesday: A survey of 
the recent surge of interest in tap dance around the world; 
discussions with renowned tap artists across the genera-
tions; screening of rare dance footage; live performance by 
dynamic tapdancers and a historical photo exhibit. Partici-
pants for this celebration include Brian Seibert, who writes 
about dance for The New Yorker and The Village Voice; 
George Nierenberg, producer, writer and program developer 
for PBS, CBS, NBC, AMC, Bravo, Cinemax and many other 
stations; Tony Waag, Artistic and Executive Director of the 
American Tap Dance Foundation and Jackie Shue with her 
brother, Larry, who formed the tap dance team “The Dancin’ 
Shues.”

James Gallery, Street Floor, Fifth Avenue and 35th Street 
Check the exhibit schedule at 212-817-7138.

The complete schedule of CUNY Graduate Center events will 
resume in September. To find out the complete list of public 
activities check the web site at www.gc.cuny.edu/events or call 
212-817-8215.

Scandinavia House
Park Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets

This wonderful local cultural resource offers film series from 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Iceland; concerts; 
exhibits; family/children’s activities; holiday events; the fabu-
lous gift shop and Smörgås Chef restaurant, open for break-
fast, lunch, dinner, snacks, coffee/tea, and combination deals 
with certain films and other events (212-847-9747). 

Exhibit: Eco Chic: Towards Sustainable Swedish Fash-
ion, May 5–August 21, gallery hours: Tues.–Sat. 12–6 pm, 
FREE. This is a showcase of Swedish fashion designers 
with an environmentally friendly and ethical approach to 
their work, without sacrificing style. Their concept includes 
avoiding the destruction of natural habitats, eliminating 
the spreading of toxic chemicals and improving the condi-
tion of workers in the fashion industry around the world. 
The exhibit, commissioned and produced by the Swedish 
Institute in collaboration with the Swedish Trade Council 
venture Symbio City, features clothing and shoes by various 
Swedish designers. 

Concerts: Out of Scandinavia/Out of Context: New Indie 
Rock from the Nordics, Remaining performances: Thurs-
days May 6, June 3, July 1 and August 5 at 7:00 pm, $10; 
$8 for Scandinavia House [ASF] members. This is a unique 
series featuring fresh, innovative Nordic musicians.

The Scandia String Quartet, Thursday May 20, 8:00 pm, 
$15; $10 ASF members, FREE to students. Founded in 2005 
by several string players of the New York Scandia Sympho-
ny, this quartet performs works by Grieg, Sibelius, Weyse, 
Nielson and Langgaard.

Reservations: 212-847-9740; event_reservations@amscam.org

Film Series: All are with English subtitles.
The Introspective Detective: Henning Mankell’s Wal-
lander Mysteries Return, through May 28, 2010, Fridays 
at 6:30 pm, $9; $6 ASF members. These are repeats of the 
popular TV mystery series based on the works of best-sell-
ing Swedish author, Henning Mankell, featuring Detective 
Kurt Wallander, his daughter Linda, a recent police academy 
graduate, and their colleague Stefan. The location centers 
around the seaside town of Ystad. Author Mankell, whose 
works have been translated into 35 languages and have sold 
24 million copies worldwide, has been a guest speaker sev-
eral times at Scandinavia House.

NOTE: Also watch for the summer mystery TV series. Details 
not available at the time of this newsletter publication.

Family and Childrens’ Activities: Check by phone or web 
about summer events.

Continued on page 10
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Church of the Incarnation (Episcopal)
Since 1864—A New York Landmark Church

209 Madison Avenue (at the corner of 35th Street)
(212) 689-6350

The Rev. J. Douglas Ousley, Rector
The Rev. Amanda Kucik Rinas, Assistant Minister

Visit our web site for complete schedule and programs:
www.churchoftheincarnation.org or call (212) 689-6350

1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays
11:00 a.m. Choral Eucharist

2nd and 4th Sundays
11:00 a.m. Choral Service of Morning Prayer
 Followed with Communion
Every Sunday
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
5:00 p.m. Contemplative Candlelight 

Communion

Congratulations, MHna, on your 50tH anniversary!

For information about specific activities and events, visit 
Scandinavia House’s extensive web site at www.scandinavia-
house.org. To receive ongoing information, submit your e-mail 
address by clicking on the right “Join the Scandinavia House 
e-list and receive weekly program updates.” Or call 212-879-
9779. Or stop by in person. Or even better, become a member 
and get discounts.

Bryant Park
This thriving, increasingly popular park is a midtown oasis 
for all occasions. Check out what’s happening at any given 
time of the year. Visit the web at www.bryantpark.org and 
sign up on “My Bryant Park” to receive on-going informa-
tion; or call 212-768-4242.
Ongoing Spring/Summer Activities: Sunbathing, Ping-
Pong, chess, petanque, yoga, tai-chi, poetry, knitting classes, 
the Reading Room, beautiful plantings, great food kiosks, 
the Carousel, musical entertainment.
Following are some special events, but keep checking for updates.
Earth from Above, an outdoor public art exhibition de-
signed to encourage people to protect our planet, through 
May 28, created by Arthus-Bertrand, a United Nations Envi-
ronmental Program Goodwill Ambassador. The centerpiece 
of this multi-media event is a collection of 120 large-scale 
(4' x 6') photographs taken by photographer and environ-

mentalist Yann Arthus-Bertrand. Also included are a com-
mitment center for scheduling personal actions to protect 
the environment, an “inspiration center” sponsored by the 
National Georgraphic Channel and Time Warner Cable, a 
walkable world map, classroom tours and an exhibit for the 
visually impaired.
Free Fencing Lessons: Fridays, 1–2 pm, April 9 to June 25, 
on the Fifth Avenue library terrace by the main entrance; 
given by instructors of the Manhattan Fencing Center. 
Equipment is provided.
Jazz Piano at Lunchtime: Starting May 17, Monday–Friday 
until September 3. Enjoy a leisurely al fresco lunch to the 
music of top-talented jazz pianists, 12:30–1:45 pm.
Broadway in Bryant Park: Thursdays at lunchtime, starting 
in June, for 6 weeks.
Author and Poetry Events; Writers Workshops; Book 
Club
Monday Night HBO Summer Film Festival
Bird Watching: Starting in May, the second season to see 
exotic tropical and local birds in Bryant Park.
Southwest Porch: A relaxing area on the 40th Street side.
Kids’ Programs: Word for Word Kids: Saturday afternoons 
starting mid-June; Word for Word Storytime: Tuesday 
mornings in July; Word for Word Writers Workshops for 
Kids: Sunday afternoons in September. ¤

Scandinavia House—continued from page 9
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Faces of Murray Hill
Jini Johnson: An Urban Gardener in Murray Hill

by Ravelle Brickman
Tulips and tunnel traffic: Sounds like an unlikely combination, doesn’t it? But for Jini 
Johnson, a Murray Hill resident who lives just a block from the Midtown Tunnel, the juxta-
position is not that odd. “The greenery helps to offset the fumes,” she says. “The secret is to 
choose the right species—plants that can survive the constant pollution.” 

Although she has always loved growing things, Jini, who studied architecture and spent 
nearly 30 years in the construction industry, did not take up city gardening in earnest until 
2004. At the time, she was juggling a 60-hour work week with the daily despair of watching 
her mother slide inexorably into dementia.

Hoping to take her mind off her mother’s illness, she volunteered to oversee work on the 
property in front of her building, a 286-unit co-op perched like an island in the middle of tunnel traffic on 36th Street. She 
soon realized that the landscape company hired to manage the plot was not doing a very good job. “They were trimming 
the wrong shrubs and ignoring a bug infestation that was destroying the trees,” she said.

Two years later, the landscape company was dismissed and Jini was awarded the contract. 
Her first step upon taking over the garden was to move many of the existing shrubs to shadier areas. Then she began 

planting hardy perennials, producing a riot of color in spring and summer. A bird bath surrounded by creeping juniper and 
lady’s mantle came next. Today, the garden includes half a dozen trees and a variety of plants. 

Although it began as a source of solace, Jini’s gardening has blossomed into a whole new career. Last summer, she shelved her 
construction hat and opened her own business, Vivid by Jini, specializing in urban landscape design and floral arrangements. 

“Landscaping is a lot like architecture,” she explains. Both begin with careful planning—meticulous drawings, with attention 
to underground pipes, drainage and terrain—and both 
involve the principles of proportion and flow. “Whether 
you’re creating an office complex or a garden, the end 
result must be both visual and concrete.” 

One of Jini’s current projects is a terrace installation 
for a group of corporate offices on Madison Avenue. She 
is also beginning to build a lively business of delivering 
fresh flowers each week to commercial and residential 
customers.

 “Murray Hill is famous for its gardens,” she says. “But 
we also have a lot of traffic.” Apart from being species 
specific, she advises residents to think about the kind of 
sunlight available, the source of water and access—if the 
garden is publicly maintained—to volunteers. 

“The Park Avenue Malls, extending from 34th to 40th 
Street, are a wonderful example of community gardening that works,” 
she adds. Tended by volunteers from Patrons of Park Avenue (POPA), 
the gardens reflect the vision of its founder Irma Worrell Fisher and 
the current president, John Chadwick, and hundreds of Murray Hill 
neighbors. 

As for private gardens, such as the one Jini maintains for the co-op at 
225 East 36th Street, the payoff is measurable. Studies show that green 
spaces carry health benefits as well as economic advantages. “For co-op 
owners, front gardens are a big sales point,” Johnson says. “They provide 
‘curb appeal,’ increasing sales by a significant amount.”  ¤

Darwin Said It First
Only the hardiest species can survive in Murray Hill traffic. According to Jini Johnson, success begins with selec-

tion. Trees that can tolerate exhaust include London Plane, Norway Maple, Ginko, Honey Locust and fruit trees.
Among plants, the best bets are euonymus, begonia and coleus. Tulips and daffodils are among the most resilient 

of the flowering plants. 

The Garden. And the traffic. Photos: Sami Steigmann

Jini Johnson
Photo: Sami Steigmann
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brasserie

Tel: (212) 679-8077
Fax: (212) 679-2695
www.brasseriecafecreme.com
www.sergebrasserie.com

165 Madison Avenue
Corner of 33rd Street

New York, NY 10016

Serge Durka

Open Monday thru Friday, 11:30 am–10 pm (last order)
Saturday and Sunday, 4 pm–10 pm (last order)

15% discount with cash

Come to discover the world of Alta Cucina

ª Imported Italian Products
ª Culinary Events
ª Available for Private Functions

Alta Cucina Epicurean Center
22 East 38 Street
New York, NY 10016
T 646 415-9031

www.altacucinasociety.com
www.altacucinastore.com

Sidney and Sara Albert
Joyce Anderson
Betty Baskin
Minor Bishop
Mrs H. Bosboom
Ernest and Joan Bragin
Claire K. Brown
Marjorie L. Burns
Barbara Chapman
Gail Cohen
Robert Cohen and Sona Robbins Cohen
Ethelwyn Doolittle Justice and Outreach Fund
Anna De Benedittis
Lonnie and Dorothy Diggs
Kathy Doyle
Anita L. Duncan
Ednamay Fasano
Gail S. Ferenc
Irma Worrell-Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Freeman
Lois Gartlir
Paula Hutter Gilliam
Barbara Green
Gerard H. Hackett
Dr Alden N. Haffner

Terri S. Hahn
Carol Herman and David Janis
Edwin and Thayer Hochberg
Anne Hughes
Rita A. Hughes
Ellen Imbimbo
Joan Johnson
Billie and Hugh Jones
Arlene Kieta
Ruth D. Kobin
Leon and Carole Kramer
Gladys O. Larson
Peter Levine
Marjorie R. Lewis
Anita Linn
Lila Linzer
Arlene S. Lipman
Deane Litwalk
Shirley Mac Leod
Connie Mahon
Winifred Meahl
Ronald Mirman
Kathleen Murnion
Lawrence P. Murphy
Alma Nitti

Florence O’Donovan
George R. Penny
Beryl and Peter Rentof
Joyce and Paul Rheingold
Mordecai Rochlin
Janet L. Roen
Jerome and Julia Rosenberg
Anita and Mel Salberg
John and Marsha Shyer
Bernice Snyder
Bruce Southworth and
   Kay Sunday Xanthakos
Joan Stanley
Jack Taylor
Alice Timothy
Lyla E. Tuckerman
John and Rena Udell
Susan and Peter Waldman
Robert Waxman
Anna Joan Weber
Harold N. Weiner
Harvey Wolfson
Dorothy Zizes

Thanks to These Long-Term Members
As MHNA celebrates 50 years, we would like to thank these members who have been with us for at least half of that time. 
Special appreciation is extended to these members who have been with us for 25 years or more.
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Michael Chapman was born in Staten 
Island Hospital to Frank and Marianne 
Chapman on October 4, 1967. The Chap-
mans lived on 96th Street and Riverside 
Drive until Michael was 5 or 6, when the 
family moved to Fort Lee, N.J.

Michael attended Bergen County 
Technical Vocational High School in 

1986; then he worked in corporate sales of ladies’ and men’s 
apparel at Ralph Lauren.

In 1996, he attended massage school and was licensed in 
1997 to work in New York. In 2002, Michael started work 
toward a Bachelor of Science degree in Healthcare Adminis-
tration with a concentration in long-term care. 

He graduated from NYU in 2007 with his B.S. Since then 
he has been studying at Hunter College and Borough of 
Manhattan Community College to complete prerequisite 

sciences for entry into an eventual physical therapy pro-
gram. He expects to receive his doctoral degree in physical 
therapy in about three years.

Matt Roberts, 26, moved to East 33rd 
Street in Murray Hill in the spring of 2009. 
He was born in Manhattan but grew up in 
the distant suburb of Brookfield, Conn. 
Matt attended college at Hofstra Univer-
sity on Long Island, where he studied 
Political Science and Journalism. 
After graduation, he entered the work 

force in the retail industry. He currently works in the Herald 
Square offices of Footlocker as a merchandiser. 

In his free time, he enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, dining out, attending sporting events and keeping 
up with news and current events.

Meet Two New Trustees

To the great tree-loving fraternity we belong.  We love trees with universal and unfeigned love, and 
all things that do grow under them or around them — the whole leaf and root tribe. 

— Henry Ward Beecher
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Save These Dates
May 15, 2010

New York City Ballet
A New York City Ballet matinee at Lincoln Center featuring Balanchine’s romantic “Serenade,” plus Jerome Robbins’ high-
spirited “2 & 3 Part Inventions,” and “I’m Old Fashioned,” Robbins’ delightful tribute to Fred Astaire. The cost is $64 per 
person for members and $69 for non-members, which includes a pre-performance discussion, Meet a Dancer. Call Marion 
at 212-679-5335 to confirm a seat and the starting time as well as to receive mailing instructions for your payment.

May 23, 2010
38th Annual Murray Hill Street Fair: Festival 2010

See page 17 for more information.

June 13, 2010
Open House Murray Hill

A tour of townhouses, apartments, artists’ studios, the Amateur Comedy Club and Sniffen Court, the Morgan Library, 
the Williams Club, plus a brief organ recital at a landmarked church. noon to 5 pm. Tickets $50 each or 2 for $75. Maybe 
check payable to Murray Hill Neighborhood Association and mail to C. Steffen, 132 East 35th Street, #13L, NYC 10016. 
Tour info: 212-725-3744.

October 9, 2010
Visit to Val-Kill Cottage

 Join us for a visit to Val-Kill, the cottage in Hyde Park, New York, where Eleanor Roosevelt resided, and the nearby 
FDR Presidential Library and Museum. There will also be a horticulture presentation. Watch your MHNA mail for 
more information.
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CONGRATULATIONS

MURRAY HILL NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ON YOUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY!

YOUR FRIENDS AT

SERVING NORTHERN ITALIAN CUISINE SINCE 1977

108 East 38th St. (Park & Lexington Aves)
Reservations: 212.683.0135

www.rossinisrestaurant.com

Let’s Get Physical
by Ravelle Brickman   

As the weather warms, our energy—for excursions, bi-pedal 
and two-wheeled—heats up as well. Here are one intrepid 
neighbor’s suggestions for summer stimulation in all its forms, 
starting with her top five metro area “Bike and Boat” adven-
tures. Also, the city’s Summer Streets program will again clear 
Park Avenue of cars on consecutive Saturdays in August. And, 
don’t forget about the concerts (and soccer games) at Randall’s 
Island, Mets and Yankees games in Queens and the Bronx, 
and Water Taxi beach, a fun place for sun worshippers just 
across the East River from 34th Street.

1. Sandy Hook, N.J. This is part of the national seashore, 
located at the northern end of the Jersey shore. Sandy Hook 
offers 17 miles of bike paths, some winding through the dunes. 
There are seven beaches, all with lifeguards, snack bars, show-
ers, toilets, etc. The “nicest” beach—gentle waves and wonder-
ful views—is also the nude beach, which might turn off some 
people. (I always keep my suit on.) Sandy Hook is accessible by 
Seastreak Fast Ferry, which departs from the East River at 35th 
Street at 8:30 am, or from Wall Street at 10:30 am daily, return-
ing in the late afternoon. Round-trip fare is about $30. Infor-
mation:  www.Seastreak.com. For a more extended stay, try 
going midweek and stay at a B&B on the mainland, at Connor’s 
Landing. (My favorite is the Grand Old Lady by the Sea.)

2. Brooklyn—Fulton Ferry.  New York Water Taxi, which leaves 
from the East River at 35th Street, South Street Seaport, and 
the Battery. Fulton Ferry is in Dumbo, which is really interest-
ing. You can pedal from there to Prospect Park or you can ride 
through Brooklyn Heights to the Gowanus Canal and from 
there bike south as far as you want. There is a beautiful bike path 
along the water for most of the way. After Labor Day you can 
bike on the Boardwalk at Coney Island and Brighton Beach and 
then go from there to Sheepshead Bay on another bike path.  
3. Brooklyn—Red Hook. New York Waterway leaves from 
the Wall Street Pier (on the East River). The ride is free—paid 
for by Ikea, which hopes you will shop there. Whether you do 
or not is up to you. (There is also a Fairway nearby.) The ride 
alone is fabulous, since you go around the hook and end up at 
the mouth of New York Harbor. Once in Red Hook, you can 
bike the entire perimeter of the hook, much of which is lined 
with Civil War-vintage warehouses turned into art galleries. Or 
you can go to Gowanus, then Sunset Park, etc.   
4. Governor’s Island—Manhattan. Free government ferry 
takes you to this former Coast Guard station, now converted 
into a beautiful park. It has 5 miles of bike paths, concerts every 
weekend, lovely spots for picnics. Buildings date from 1802.
5. New Jersey—Hudson River and Liberty Park. On week-
ends, New York Waterways leaves from the 38th Street pier on 
the Hudson River. Midweek, boats also leave from the East 
River terminals, plus the Battery, World Financial Center and 
Chelsea. You can get off at Hoboken and bike south along the 
Waterfront Walkway to Jersey City or you can go straight to 
Liberty Park and follow the canals.  
6. Manhattan—Summer Streets in August. No ferries needed. 
The NYC Department of Transportation will again keep Park 
Avenue clear of automobile traffic on three Saturdays in August. 
So take your bike and ride—or take your peds and walk—along 
seven miles of car-free lanes—from Brooklyn Bridge to Park Av-
enue and 72nd Street; August  7, 14 and 21 from 7 am to 1 pm. ¤
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Happy 50th Anniversary MHNA

To meet the challenges of today’s Real Estate Market, 
the broker you choose makes the difference.
By choosing Estelle and Gail you gain the full power 
of PDE’s most experienced brokers. If you would like 
a complementary market evaluation of your property 
or have questions about the current environment, 
please feel free to call or e-mail us and we will respond 
immediately.

ESTELLE MEISTER
Vice President, Associate Broker
Office: 212.350.2275
 917.450.3090
emeister@elliman.com
Long Term MH Resident

GAIL BOMZE
Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate
Office: 212.350.2294
 917.355.2064
gbomze@elliman.com

Prudential Douglas Elliman
“Knowledge is Power”

201 east 37th street L-2. New York, NY 10016
(P) 212-883-9030  (E) contact@massoldental.com

www.massoldental.com

Dr. Sonia Massol-Burris
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

FREE Bleaching with Initial Exam & X-rays

Don’t Miss the 38th Annual Murray Hill Street Fair.
This year the Festival will feature the first

Taste of Murray Hill.
In addition to our own MHNA tables — Books, Baked Goods, Walking Tour, Silent Auction, Information/Membership 
and 50/50 Raffle — there will be vendors and crafts tables and a special feature this year: A Taste of Murray Hill. 

Some of our favorite local restaurants will offer samples of their imaginative cuisine.

The Festival will take place on Sunday, May 23, from 11 am to 6 pm
on Park Avenue between 34th and 40th Streets.
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JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188

neatknick51@yahoo.com

RISTORANTE
Fine Italian Cuisine

Bagel Bonanza
The bagel market is burgeoning in Murray Hill: Charlotte 
Klein reports that Vic’s Bagel Bar recently opened in the 
rental portion of Euro at 36th Street and Third Avenue. 
Third Avenue in the Thirties has become something of a 
Boulevard of Bagels, with Sarge’s between 36th and 37th 
and Daniel’s between 37th and 38th. And let us not forget 
Bagels & More, a fixture for years on Lexington at 39th. Let 
us also not forget the migration to Murray Hill a few years 
ago of the second coming of the 2nd Avenue Deli … on 33rd 
between Third and Lexington. 

Series for Women Filmmakers 
In September, Cinesalon, the monthly screening series and 
social hour showcasing women filmmakers, returns to its 
salon space in the elegant brownstone headquarters of the 
American Association of University Women NYC Branch 
House, 111 East 37th Street (between Park and Lexington).

Cinesalon provides a formal place for informal exchange 
and a venue for rarely seen features, shorts, and works-in-
progress. All are welcome to attend. 

Melissa Hacker and Esy Casey, both AAUW Career Devel-
opment Grant Fellows, are co-curators of Cinesalon. Melissa 
and Esy encourage women to send submissions for Cinesalon.  

If you would like to submit a short film for consideration, 
please include:

* a cover note with the title, running time, a brief synop-
sis, your name, number and e-mail address

* a DVD labeled with title, running time and your name
* indicate if the piece is complete or in progress
* Send to: 116 West 14th Street #6S, New York, N.Y. 10011

or e-mail a URL to cinesalon4@gmail.com
Be sure to check the Cinesalon Facebook page for updates.

Harkening to a Time When 
There Was More Park than Avenue
If you visit the Transportation Alternatives web site <http://
transalt.org> and search for “Streetfilms,” you will find a short 
video showing the group’s executive director, Paul Steely 
White, sitting cross-legged in the Mall on Park Avenue at 51st 
Street as cars whiz by. Relaxed and genial, White recalls a time 
before cars took over the city’s streets. He makes a compel-
ling argument for turning back the clock (while providing 
an eerie echo of Murray Hill’s ongoing skirmishes with the 
NYC Department of Transportation about sovereignty of our 
neighborhood’s main north-south artery).  

The 3-minute, 43-second video is part of T.A.’s new 
Streetfilms series, “Fixing the Great Mistake: Autocentric 
Development.” This short, shot and edited by Elizabeth 
Press in February, explores “how planning for cars drasti-
cally altered Park Avenue.” Showing clips and photos of Park 
when it was a park, White describes how city streets used to 
be “the living rooms of New York, the places where people 
interacted, kids played and people walked….” 

Then in the late 1920s and early ’30s, the city widened vir-
tually all its major streets—thereby trimming the sidewalks 
(the front yards?) from 25 feet to 15 feet. Residents waged 
heated battles with City Hall to save their living rooms (and 
front yards?) from the honking, stinking, surging mass of 
four-wheelers. Their loss has become our loss.

“This was a wrong turn that New York made,” White fin-
ishes. “It didn’t have to be this way; we didn’t have to turn all 
our public space over to the motor vehicle ….”

Community Briefs

How to Stop Catalog Overload
There is a web site, www.catalogchoice.org, which allows people to opt out of receiving unwanted catalogs. 

“I have used the site for a number of years,” MHNA Trustee Burt Rubin said, “and it has helped tremendously to mini-
mize unwanted catalogs, and saves lots of wanted paper and, therefore, trees. It definitely helps.” 

There is also an address, www.catalogchoice.org/poster, from which you can upload and print a flyer for placement in 
mailrooms, laundry rooms, etc.
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34th Street One-Way? No Way!
 by Marisa Bulzone

Fifty years ago, the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
was formed to save our side streets from congestion caused 
by the opening of the Midtown Tunnel. Now we may have 
to take to the barricades again, since the Department of 
Transportation recently announced plans that could lead to 
34th Street becoming a one-way traffic thoroughfare.

The plans under consideration for the so-called 34th 
Street Transitway would create a two lane, bi-directional bus 
lane aligned against one curb of the street. The remainder 
of the street would be used for one-way traffic, running out-
bound from midtown: i.e., westbound from Sixth Avenue, 
and eastbound from Fifth Avenue. Between Fifth and Sixth 
Avenues, only buses would be allowed as through traffic, 
with the remainder of the space used for new pedestrian 
spaces. Loading and parking activity would be available at 
all times along at least one side of each block.

During the first phase of planning for the Select Bus 
Service routes for 34th Street, MHNA Trustees met with 
members of the DOT to express our concerns about this 
project. Chief among these is the impact the changes will 
have on the side streets of our neighborhood—already 
clogged with traffic due to Muni-Meters and idling public 
and private buses. 

We feel that this proposal spells further disaster for our 
side streets, which will not be able to absorb the inevitable 
traffic overflow. Additional concerns are access to hospitals 
and other medical resources in our neighborhood, and 
adequate allowance for commercial and private deliveries 
along this critical main corridor.

We are reaching out to the DOT and our public repre-
sentatives to express our opposition to this plan—and we 
will be reaching out to you, our members and neighbors, for 
your support. Watch our web site for public meeting dates 
and look for our petitions: We’ll be seeking your signatures 
at the Festival on May 23.

Working together, we can once again save our side streets! ¤

Greenmarket Goodness
by Marisa Bulzone

Good nutrition suggests that we have five servings of fruits 
and vegetables every day. Here’s a great summer salad that 
combines them both. Add some locally-made goat cheese 
for protein and you have a complete and healthy appetizer 
for four, or a lunch or light dinner for two. The Murray 
Hill Greenmarket is a great source for many of this recipe’s 
ingredients. Located on Second Avenue between 32nd and 
33rd Street, the Greenmarket is open Saturdays from July 
3rd through December 4th. 

Baby Greens with Summer Fruits and Goat Cheese

This quick summer salad is very adaptable. Mix and match 
your favorite in-season fruits—watermelon or pink grape-
fruit sections would also work well. Crisp apple or pear 
slices, a crumble of blue cheese, and toasted pecans take 
this salad into autumn.

For the dressing:
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons raspberry vinegar or grapefruit juice
½ teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon sugar
¼ cup olive oil

In a lidded jar, cruet, or small bowl, mix together the ingredi-
ents for the dressing and set aside.

For the salad:
¼ cup sliced almonds
½ cup Panko ( Japanese bread crumbs)
1 (8-ounce) log of goat cheese
6 cups mixed salad greens or baby spinach salad blend, 
washed and dried
1 pint strawberries, hulled and quartered, or 4 fresh ripe 
peaches, stoned and sliced

In a small, non-stick skillet, toast the sliced almonds over 
medium heat until just slightly browned (watch carefully, as 
these can quickly burn). Reserve to a plate to cool.

Pour Panko crumbs onto a flat plate. Slice the goat cheese 
into 8 equal rounds and coat on all sides with the crumbs. 
Place the cheese rounds in a medium non-stick skillet over 
medium heat and brown on both sides, turning carefully.

Meanwhile, in a large bowl, dress the salad greens to your 
taste and arrange the greens on plates. Place the fruit on top 
of the greens. Sprinkle with the toasted nuts, and divide the 
toasted cheese rounds to the side of each salad portion. 

Serves 4 as an appetizer or 2 as a light meal. ¤
A proposed 34th Street Bus Rapid Transit Station. Other images are 
at http://www.nyc.gov/html/brt/html/next/34th_transit.shtml
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Urban Planting Tips
by Jini Johnson

Assess local environmental factors and pollutants. Consider •	
species that are urban friendly. Many plants, trees, shrubs 
are more sustainable given our relatively harsh environment. 
“Clean Trees” include London Plane, Norway Maple, Ginko, 
Honey Locust, to name a few.
Beware of any invasive plant characteristics inherent in your •	
selection. Often, we need to protect and respect building and 
utility infrastructures, which might include below-grade ga-
rages, electrical and/or steam services.
Know your space: Determining the use of your property •	
is critical to success in planning a garden installation. For 
example, is a pathway for maintenance required? Or perhaps 
residents with children would like to enjoy the new garden 
area? Or do you need to plan for an irrigation or lighting sys-
tem? The objective is always to create a long-term, sustainable 
environment.
Some plants induce allergies; some prefer sun while others •	
prefer shade. Prior to purchase, consult your local Green 
Marketer for valuable, reliable and site-specific information.
Determine your color palette and select plants that will allow •	
for year-round enjoyment.
Consider your garden area as an investment in not only your •	
property but the environment. 

Pay attention to the building/garden relationship. Allow for •	
adequate growing area, access and maintenance, and maxi-
mize the sense of space you need to work within “Green” 
points.
New York City produces temperatures 5–10 degrees warmer •	
than suburban areas, which result in over 8% more heat-
ing and cooling service requirements. The use of trees helps 
improve on energy savings:

Trees allow for solar reservation (shade). Trees and shrubs •	
naturally reduce heat values.
Trees absorb heat generated by steel, concrete and glass. Since •	
heat absorption minimizes air conditioning demand, mature 
landscapes can reduce air conditioning costs up to 50%.
Trees defend against wind. Less wind current minimizes •	
heating demand.
Trees absorb pollutants, such as automobile exhaust •	
(carbon monoxide), sulfur dioxide and hydrogen fluoride, 
allowing for cleaner air conditions.
Trees block and dampen noise.•	

The Value of Curb Appeal
Studies have shown that buildings with landscaping attract •	
prospective residents and maintain higher occupancy.
Garden installations typically promote tranquility.•	
7–15% higher resale value is typically recognized with land-•	
scaped properties vs. non-landscaped properties. ¤

For Rent
Charming Historic Brownstone

111 East 37th Street
Space for meetings, parties, weddings

Garden available

Tel/fax: 212-684-6068
E-mail: JulieK@msn.com

Pictures at: www.aauwnyc.com
American Association of University Women

How Well Do You Know Your Murray Hill Trees?
Can you name these trees? Can you match the leaves with the trees they belong to? Answers elsewhere in this issue.
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Ed Hochberg at home.
Photo: Sami Steigmann

A still-functioning gaslight adorns the entrance to 
the Hochbergs’ home.

Photo: Sami Steigmann

For the past 45 years, Edwin Hoch-
berg has lived in the same beautiful 
brownstone at 111 East 35th Street on 
land that the deed says was bought 
in 1851 from the estate of Mary 
Lindley Murray. He and his wife, 
Thayer, raised three children here. 
Recently, Mr. Hochberg looked back 
on the years (1965–1972) he served 
as the Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association’s first president. What 
follows are some of his reflections 
about the neighborhood’s remark-
able past and prosperous present. 

When he bought his house, Mr. 
Hochberg joined what was then 
called the Murray Hill Committee. 
“At the time, it had 70 members–the 
only members permitted were those 
who owned property in Murray 
Hill,” he said. Soon Ed Hochberg 
was tapped to be the next president. 
“I was a young man then.

“The first thing I did was make it 
a real neighborhood association—
open to whoever lived, or worked, 
in Murray Hill. During those seven 
years, we grew to a thousand mem-
bers. I wanted to bring the neighbor-

hood together, so I instituted the 
first block party. The idea was that if 
people worked together, they would 
get to know one another and meet 
people in the community. We did 
everything: we did all the baking 
and cooking; we set up the tables; 
we manned the booths. There would 
be 100-150 people working on it. I 
remember one year my wife had 
broken a hip, and she was sitting here 
on the porch with pins in her hip 
running the block party.”

Mr. Hochberg started an MHNA 
legal department and an architectur-
al design department, which worked 
with the city and developers. When 
the association had objections to 
one building’s design, “We delayed 
them two years. The first company 
that owned the property went bank-
rupt in the two years.”

The same issues did not arise with 
Murray Hill Mews (Third Avenue 
between 37th and 38th Street). “The 
developer happened to be a client of 
mine,” said Hochberg, who is a claims 
consultant, “so he called and said, ‘Ed, 
we don’t want the same problem that 

you gave the other people, we 
want to cooperate with the 
neighborhood.’’’ Compromis-
es resulted in a public plaza 
and saved sunlight; MHNA 
acceded to the developer’s 
wish for two more floors.

“In return, they gave us 
money to plant 400 trees,” Mr. 
Hochberg said. “Back then, 
most of Murray Hill didn’t 
have any trees. All these trees 
have been planted during my 
time, and then continued on. I 
went around to my neighbors 
and asked for a $10 contribu-
tion. We planted 10 trees on 
this block, and some of them 
are still alive… the ones that 
are falling over,” he added 
with a laugh. 

During his presidency, 

the MHNA started trips, events and walk-
ing tours to foster community spirit. And 
Mr. Hochberg started the effort for Murray 
Hill’s landmark or historical status. “We kept 
meeting and they kept changing … who ap-
proves it, what we needed to do,” he remem-
bered. “After 30 years of asking for it, they 
had a final hearing. Everybody got up and 
spoke, and then I spoke: ‘I’m so glad to be 
here, and it happens to be my birthday. Give 
me a birthday present and finally approve it.’ 
And, of course, they gave us unanimous ap-
proval and they made us a historic district.”

 “This neighborhood has actually gotten 
better: When we first moved in, a lot of the 
buildings were broken up into very small 
apartments. Murray Hill is actually one of 
the most unique communities in the world. 
We are in the middle of the major city in the 
world, and we are a small community where 
people know one another, and we have the 
virtue of well-maintained small buildings 
and private houses or duplexes or co-ops. 
And it’s so historical.

   “Very little has diminished in the qual-
ity of life in the time I’ve been here,” Hoch-
berg concluded. “You can walk around at 
night; it’s a quiet, residential neighborhood. 
There’s very little crime; we’re partners with 
the NYPD. The Park Avenue Malls were in 
bad shape; now they’re beautiful. The neigh-
borhood is as good, if not better—certainly 
cleaner—than it was when I moved in. Tech-
nology (cell phones) got rid of the phone 
booths which used to be everywhere. I’d like 
to get rid of the newspaper boxes.” (Technol-
ogy might take care of that, too.) ¤

Ed Hochberg: 
The First President’s Reflections50

MHNA 
celebrates

F i f t y
Years
1 9 6 0 – 2 0 1 0
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Doctor of Optometry on Staff
Membership discount 15%

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Buying from Murray Hill residents for 15 years

Specializing in paintings, single items,
or entire estate

Call 212.447.0572
for appointment in my office or in your home

10% discount
  E. 32nd St. office

20% discount
  Mobile Works
  (Off-site visits)

SHIATSU or
THAI YOGA
MASSAGE

44 East 32nd St. 11th Fl.
New York, NY 10016

BRUCE WOOLF, LMT
(917) 941-1396

www.nycshiatsu.com

Early-Onset Alzheimer’s Added to List of Compassionate Allowances
The Social Security Administration has added early-onset Alzheimer’s disease to the list 
of compassionate allowances, which will expedite access to Social Security Disability and 
Social Security Income.

Since 2003, the Alzheimer’s Association has been advocating on behalf of individuals 
with early-onset Alzheimer’s as they navigate the Social Security disability determination 
process. Until now, individuals with early-onset Alzheimer’s have faced a myriad of chal-
lenges when applying for SSD or SSI, including a long decision process, initial denials 
and multiple appeals.

This decision will simplify and streamline the SSD/SSI application process and de-
crease the wait time for benefits, which for some has lasted as long as three years.

There are currently an estimated 5.3 million Americans with Alzheimer’s disease. 
Although the majority of Alzheimer’s cases are individuals age 65 and older, a significant 

number of people under age 
65 are also affected by this 
fatal disease and have few 
financial options other than 
the Social Security disability 
program.

For more information, 
visit the Alzheimer’s web site 
at <alz.org/nyc> for more 
details and a checklist for 
applying for SSD/SSI. ¤

50
MHNA 
celebrates

F i f t y
Years
1 9 6 0 – 2 0 1 0
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10% Discount with this Ad

567 Third Avenue, 3fl
bet. 37th & 38th St.
New York, NY 10016

t: 212-867-5114
f: 212-867-7940

daisyhairdesign@yahoo.com

Full Service Salon

Answer to Tree Quiz, page 20:
The trees are, left to right: Honey Locust, Ginkgo Biloba, Lon-
don Plane and Callery Pear. The leaves are in reverse order.

Necessity is the mother of invention. Or as Burt Rubin 
puts it: “Find a way to fix the problem.”

Murray Hill knows Burt Rubin as a neighbor, an MHNA 
Trustee and a dedicated advocate for trees in the com-
munity (indeed, a dedicated advocate for anything he 
deems worthy.) But did you know he is also an inventor? 
And that his most successful product was exhibited at the 
Cooper-Hewitt museum of design and is now on sale at 
the Museum of Modern Art?

In a small workshop in his East 33rd Street apartment, 
Mr. Rubin came up with the idea for recasting the com-
mon pen into a small, kidney-shaped writing instrument 
that fits into the palm of the hand. 

“The index finger on my writing hand had developed a 
painful, obstructive callous. So, the problem is pressure,” 
Mr. Rubin explains. “If the pen is a cylindrical tube, there 
is more friction on the index finger. So, the answer is to de-
velop something that does not put pressure on the finger: 
The body gives the message. I learned that you have to 
make things simple. 

“The evo.pen is a solution that goes back to the Stone 
Age,” Mr. Rubin said, picking up a rough-hewn stone and 
cupping it in his palm. “Millions of years ago, hunters used 
a stone like this in butchering deer.”

Without any deer 
to butcher (but with 
plenty of documents 
to sign and proposals 
to write), Burt de-
veloped the evo.pen. 
Since then, the pen 
has been endorsed 
by the Arthritis 
Foundation for its 
ergonomic design 
that can “keep fatigue 
and hand soreness at 
bay,” and, Mr. Ru-

bin reports, similarly 
extolled by Solutions 
magazine, which he 
calls the most authori-
tative publication in 
industrial design. Oh, 
and, “President Clinton 
wrote me a personal 
letter of thanks.” 

By coincidence, an 
unsolicited endorse-
ment recently came 
from London:  “I have 
one of those! I bought 
it at the MoMA shop,” 
said Liz Kahn during a 
telephone conversation 
with an old friend (who 
happens to be the editor of MHLife). “It’s brilliant!”

Now, Mr. Rubin is seeking marketing funds to get his 
next invention — “the golfers 15” — into pro shops and 
sporting goods stores. Burt developed a product that 
includes seven tools needed in a round of play:  1) a fitted 
concave ball cleaner, 2) ball marker, 3) retractable fork for 
repairing greens, 4) club face cleaner and groove cleaner, 5) 
tee holder, 6) club stand, and 7) cigar holder (hmm, do all 
golfers smoke cigars?) All this easily fits into his pocket.

Currently, Burt has spent 20 or 30 hours developing and 
building prototypes of knives, forks and spoons for an evo.
ware dining set, which he terms “spiritual energy cutlery.” 
Also, he is working on a 36-inch standing shoe horn.

“Since 9/11, I’ve raised my level of energy into helping 
people … and, of course, planting trees in the neighbor-
hood,” says Mr. Rubin. “I’m a persevering character.” ¤

Inventor Rubin with two of his 
creations.

Photo: Sami Steigmann

The evo.pen.

There’s an Inventor in Our Midst
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In 1982, the gardeners got seri-
ous: the Founding Members, in 
consultation with Clarke & Rapuano 
landscape architects and the NYC 
Department of Parks and Recreation, 
developed a plan for a total redesign, 
restoration, irrigation, seasonal plant-
ing and maintenance of the flowers 
and trees, as well as the replacement 
of one mile of fences in the five Mur-
ray Hill Malls. 

POPA also lined up 12 original 
business sponsors and solicited 
private contributions, city funds, and 
public and private grants to under-
write the project. (That effort contin-
ues today with POPA’s annual request 
for $1,000 apiece from the 30 or so 
residential buildings on Park Avenue 
in Murray Hill.) 

And POPA kept at it, through the 

POPA—continued from page 1

inevitable delays and inconveniences 
of working with the bureaucracy of 
the biggest city in the world. Finally, 
in 1997-98, the full effect of the plan 
came to fruition with the completion 
of the major reconstruction project of 
the Murray Hill Malls. 

Now, as always, it is the people of 
Murray Hill, volunteers and friends, 
who receive this blooming gift each 
year. “There’s nothing like Murray 
Hill along Park,” says John Chadwick. 
“Every day it’s instant gratification.” 

If you would like to participate 
or contribute to the Patrons of Park 
Avenue activity program, please 
contact John B. Chadwick, Jr., Seven 
Park Avenue, Apt. 14D, New York, NY 
10016. Telephone: 212-685-8900. ¤

Reporting for this article was provided 
by Ravelle Brickman.

The Cherry Blossom Festival Tea at the Kitano Hotel 
was generously sponsored in part by the following organizations:

Bartow Insurance, insurers of fine residential buildings, proudly supports The Cherry Blossom Festival.

Interiors by John Chadwick, fine Commercial and Residential Interiors since 1975, proudly sponsors The Cherry Blossom Festival.

JMPB Enterprises, New York’s premier Hallway and Lobby Renovation company serving boards of NYC’s finest cooperatives and 
condominiums, salutes the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.

The Lovett Company, llc, managing agent for The Seven Park Avenue Corp., proudly supports The Cherry Blossom Festival.

The New York Design Center, New York’s  greatest design resource,  proudly supports The Cherry Blossom Festival.

Penmark Management, llc, proud managers of Forty-Five Park Avenue congratulates Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.

Rudin Management Company, owners and managers of fine residential properties in New York City, proudly continues to support 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.

Barbara Sagan, The Corcoran Group, brokering the finest NYC residential properties, proudly sponsors The Cherry Blossom Festival.

Samson Management, llc, managers of fine residential properties in NY, proudly supports the Cherry Blossom Festival.

Solstice Residential Group, llc, proud managers of 55 Park Avenue, congratulates The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association on 
their Golden Anniversary.

The Union League Club congratulates the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.

The Weinkauf Petroleum Corp., Tulsa, Oklahoma, proudly sponsors The Park Avenue Cherry Blossom Festival.

Photo: Joe W. Di Domenico


