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MURRAY HILL LIVES! (see page 3)
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are a welcome sequel to the hot, insufferably humid weather that passes as summer in New
York. Brisk autumn days are few and more a portent of the invigorating winter cold to come than

(continued on page 6)
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round this time each year, we New Yorkers are besieged by printand TV ads exhorting
us to escape to the sun. But what advertisers play up as one of New York's worst
- weather seasons is, to many, one of her better ones. Those first clear, bitingly cold days of winter




HOW WEDIDIT

Murray Hill Committee members and residents dramatically
demonstrated the power of the people on November 6th, when
the New York City Board of Estimate unanimously approved
the rezoning of Murray Hill in toto. It wasn't easy but, when a
community is dedicated to the proposition and is organized by
a dedicated and effective few, it can be done. This is how it
happened.

On September 17th, the City Planning Commission unan-
imously recommended the rezoning of Murray Hill by endorsing
their staff's conclusions based on a neighborhood survey and
public hearing. A small gathering of Murray Hill Committee of-
ficers and trustees and representatives of Community Board
No. 6 sprang into action. The clock was ticking fast. Atan ad hoc,
late night meeting, strategies, alternatives and concepts were
devised and responsibilities were accepted. On September
25th, a letter was mailed to the more than 1,000 MHC members
and over 9,000 letters were issued to volunteers for distribution
in the large, residential buildings. The letter alerted the com-
munity to the Board of Estimate hearing and listed the names
and addresses of the members for letters of support for re-
zoning. (The Board is comprised of the Mayor, the Comptroller,
the President of the City Council and the five Borough Presi-
dents.) Hundreds of people responded by writing letters.

When the hearing date was set for October 23rd, brightly
colored posters appeared throughout Murray Hill, urging
passersby to write and/or attend the hearing and announcing
that bus transportation was available. Residents were urged to
call a hotline to reserve space on the buses. A second mailing
was sent announcing the hearing date, the transportation ar-

,rangements and urging residents to write once again to all
members of the BofE. Atthe same time, a task force was organ-
ized to obtain signatures on petitions and over 2,200 names
were gathered. A massive phone campaign was conducted,
telling residents of the hearing and ascertaining their intentions.

In the midst of this scintillating community activity, key
members of the MHC Board of Trustees and of Community
Board No. 6 were seeking support for the rezoning from other
community groups and political leaders. (Representatives of at
least fifte 2n groups spoke at the hearing or filed statements in
favor of the rezoning, including neighboring Community Board
No. 5.) Frequent discussions were held with the members of the
BofE and their staffs to discuss the isssues involved.

Onthat “day of destiny; Thursday, October 23rd, three large
busloads of residents and supporters (about 250 in all), de-

(continued on page 6)

SLATE ELECTED AT ANNUAL
MEETING, OCTOBER 9, 1986

PRESIDENT: Mark Tracten

VICE-PRESIDENTS: Anita Duncan, Paula Hutter Gilliam, Ellen
Imbimbo, Jay Raskin, Irene Peveri

TREASURER: Robert Cohen

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Wendy Lord

RECORDING SECRETARY: Muriel Elnan

TRUSTEES: *Stan Altman, Francena Balch, *Gerrie Blum,
Roxie Cherishian, Sona Robbins Cohen, Mary Egginton,
Irma Worrell-Fisher, Dr. Robert Fisher, Terri Schiffman-Hahn,
*Esther Singer Lobar, Shirley Mcleod, Alastair McColl, *Kay
McDermott, Mary Jane McManus, Marilyn Nord, Larry
Schwadron, *Marie Scotto, *John Udell, Susan Waldman,
Diana Gordon Williams.

*Newly Elected

HONORARY TRUSTEES: Adolph Axelrad, Edward Bernard,
Dr. Patricia Jackson, Richard Lang, Edwin Hochberg,
Dorothy Shames

PIONEER TRUSTEES: Eleanor Clark French, Marie Lapolla

FOUNDING TRUSTEE: Pauline Soghigian Battschinger

LEGAL COUNSEL: Stephen Weingrad

The Committee thanks those who gave of their time in 1985/
1986 as members of the Board and welcomes those newly
elected.

MURRAY HILL COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER

This newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Murray Hill Committee,
Inc. 136 East 36th Street, New York, NY 10016

Publisher: Mark Tracten
Editor: Mary Egginton
Associate Editors: Gerrie Blum, Alastair McColl
Design: Anita Duncan
Layout: Gerrie Blum
Production: Smith, Inc.
Contributors: Mary Egginton, Heather Hollowell, Alastair
McColl, Erwin Rosner, Terri Schiffman-Hahn,
Mark Tracten, Diana Gordon Williams
Neighborhood
Distribution: Robert Cohen

Please write. The Murray Hill Committee Newsletter welcomes brief ar-
ticles on life in our neighborhood. Got a gripe? Want to give someone
a pat on the back? Tell us about something interesting? We would
very much like to hear from you, so. . . Write us at The Murray Hill Com-
mittee Newsletter, 136 East 36th Street, Box 11-E, New York, NY 10016.

STATEMENT OF INCOME
AND EXPENSES,
MARCH, 1985 — FEBRUARY, 1986

INCOME
Membership $20,490
Block Party 31,464
Social Events 5,602
Greening of Murray Hill 3,627
Miscellaneous Contributions, Interest, etc. 8,650

Total $69,833
Expenses
Membership Activities 6 (( $ 1,932
Block Party \ (,\ 18,691
Social Activities AV 4l 4,828
Charitable Donations ) & % 380
Greening of Murray Hill B M| 3,217
Printing and Postage 4 \ L ; 12,044
Professional Services 1,091
Miscellaneous 27

Total $43,310

i

ADDITIONAL THANKS. ..

We regret that in our last issue we did not include Bagel Nosh
in the list of those who contributed to the Block Party by provid-
ing sustenance for the workers setting up for the party in the
morning. It was most welcome, and we offer our apologies and
belated thanks. We also offer belated thanks to the Marchi
Family Restaurant for their donation of dinner for two and
Todaro Brothers for a Gift Certificate which were both used in
the Raffle at the Block Party.
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MURRAY HILL LIVES!

At exactly 9:53 p.m. on Thursday, November 6, 1986, after more
than twelve long hours of nail-biting suspense, the New York
Board of Estimate voted unanimously to endorse the proposal
of the City Planning Commission to rezone the midblocks of
Murray Hill to the contextual zones of R8B and R9X. This cul-
minated an almost two-year procedure of city and local review.

Andrew Stein, President of the City Council, said, “In March
of 1984 when | was Manhattan Borough President, | held a com-
munity hearing and meeting with the residents of the Murray Hill
community in regard to protecting the neighborhood from en-
croaching highrise development. The idea at that time was to
create a historic district. It was recommended during the
meeting that the appropriate method to protect the community
might be the downzoning of the area. Therefore, | am certainly
very pleased to see an amendment to the zoning resolution
which will accomplish our goal, at the Board of Estimate today.
I would like to thank all those people who worked so very hard to
bring this problem to a happy solution”

Without a doubt, the efforts of the hundreds of Murray Hill
residents who wrote letters, spoke t~ their neighbors, signed
petitions, and took hours of their personal time to attend the
public hearings, are what made this life-giving rezoning possi-
ble. For your contributions, Murray Hill, you can walk with pride
and rest assured that Mary Murray, the Revolutionary War
heroine of Murray Hill, surely would be as pleased as we are to
see her legacy of community involvement continue.

But as much as Murray Hillers came forward to help them-
~elves, so did our friends and allies from outside Murray Hill.

nis effort to save our neighborhood was truly a coalition of
government, individuals and community groups coming to-
gether for a good cause. Our deepest thanks must go to our
political friends who spoke out for us: Senator Roy Goodman,
Assemblyman Richard Gottfried, Assemblyman Steven
Sanders, Councilwoman Carol Greitzer, and District Leaders
Ray Gibson, Jim McManus and Tom Lovette. We must also give
our warmest thanks to Community Board No. 6 who, with the
able assistance of Brenda Levin, made sure that the wheels of
government rolled on correctly and who never wavered for one
moment.

We thank the following groups or organizations who pub-
licly endorsed our position: Community Board No. 5, Friends of

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

“

the Upper Eastside Historic District led by Haline Rosenthal,
E.S.R.A., Sutton Area Community Council, Turtle Bay Associa-
tion, The Committee to Save the Community Church, the
Church of Our Saviour, and the Church of the Incarnation. And
lastly, we must thank Gene Norman, head of the Landmarks
Preservation Commission, who, as Andrew Stein pointed outin
his statement, proposed the idea of rezoning Murray Hill as a
way to save our neighborhood.

Lastly, we must point out that the tides of change continue
to flow and because Murray Hill now has been saved from the
canyon creations of high rise buildings, does not mean we can
rest for even one moment. Right now another neighborhood,
Turtle Bay and the East 50s, is attemptintg to get a rezoning
survey. They came forward to help us, and we must now return
the favor by stepping forward to help them. Keep up the good

work, Murray Hill. Mark Tracten

H.O.N.E.Y. UPDATE
H.O.N.E.Y. Is Three Years Old

Honored for the second time this year, H.O.N.E.Y. received an
Honorable Mention in the 1986 Mayor's Volunteer Service
Awards presented at City Hall on September 29th. H.O.N.EY.
has achieved remarkable results since its start in October of
1983. In providing a total of nearly 20,000 nutritionally balanced
weekend meals to clients of the Murray Hill SRO Project for
Older People, it hasn't missed a week in three years!

The frail, elderly people H.O.N.E.Y. benefits have come to
count on those weekend meals, and it’s due to the generosity of
hundreds of shoppers at our local D'/Agostino’s and to the devo-
tion of H.O.N.E.Y’s caring and competent volunteers that the pro-
gram has been so successful.

H.O.N.EY’s leaders are now talking with several people
from the upper East Side and the Gramercy Park areas who
want to start similar programs to help their own needy neighbors
eat year-round.

Yes, it's time | became a member. Enclosed is my check (made payable
to the Murray Hill Committee) for:

MURRAY HILL COMMITTEE
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Membership in the Murray Hill Committee tells your Name
friends and neighbors that you are committed to a
stronger and more active community. By joining the Mur-
ray Hill Committee you not only get the satisfaction of con-
tributing financially toward this goal, but you get the op-

[J $20.00

0 $30.00 [0$1500(age ) 0 $35.00

Address

State Zip

portunity to participate in the affairs that help hold our City
neighborhood together and you get a fine opportunity to
meet and enjoy your neighbors. Membership is open to
anyone, regardless of where they live. Dues for one year

are $20.00 for a single member, $30.00 for a family mem-
bership, $15.00 for Senior Citizens (over 65) and $35.00 for

_~ > business membership. If you can occasionally help
stribute literature in your building, please let us know.

Phone _(Day)

(Night)

[ Yes, | would be willing to help distribute in my building.

no. of apts.

Mail to: Murray Hill Committee, Inc.
136 East 36th Street, Box 11-E
New York, NY 10016
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HOW WEDID IT

(continued from page 2)

parted 34th Street and proceeded down Broadway to City Hall.
The delegation crammed the hearing room and stood to be
counted at the behest of the MHC speaker. The speakers (ten
“for” and ten “against” in each time slot) in support of the re-
zoning included elected officials, district leaders, represen-
tatives of community and religious groups and MHC members.
Though there was not time for everyone to be heard, the
deliberations lasted far into the night. Finally, the decision was
“laid over” until November 6th. The clock continued to tick!

During the next two weeks, the activism for community sup-
port and pressure on key officials continued unabated. Further
attempts at negotiated agreements with the opposition proved
fruitless. On the final day, the BofE held another session but the
public was not allowed to participate. The Board members delib-
erated; behind-the-scenes politicking was frenetic; and the
community representatives held their breaths. At last, the vote
was taken. At 9:53 p.m., the members of the New York City
Board of Estimate cast their votes and approval was unanimous.
The community had won!

This victory may well serve as a beacon to other community
groups in our city. We, the people of Murray Hill, preserved the
quality of our life—our light, our air, our leafy tranquility—
against the blind, “want-it-now” greed of non-resident devel-
opers. The plans of a church to obtain millions in revenue from
the property they own in our neighborhood, if successful,
might have served as a model to other non-profit organizations
with frozen assets at their disposal, to the undoing of what
livable space is left on our vertical island, Manhattan. Long live
Murray Hill!

Terri Schiffman-Hahn

cRouine-Shop

345 LEXINGTON AVENUE

(between 39th & 40th)
212/685-5151

(Paid Advertisement)

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

(continued from first page)

any true season unto themselves.

Who in Murray Hill doesn't relish pulling on a pair of water-
proof boots and crunching off to work or D’Agostino’s in the
winter’s first snow? Or examining varied snowflake patterns
against the dark arm of a coat sleeve? Snow transforms Murray
Hill, as it does the rest of the City. Quiet settles over our streets;
traffic noises are muffled. An apron of snow arranges itself over
the grass that skirts the Morgan Library, tucking in her lion-
esses. Passing by and stopping to peer through the iron gates,
one is carried back in time a hundred years to a New York of a
quieter day. Bustling home, coats buttoned up tight against the
cold, we run into neighbors and are invited for hot chocolate to
fortify ourselves againstthe weather.

The cold weather itself is a portent, announcing the
approaching holiday season. There are other clues toits arrival
in Murray Hill: Christmas carols replace the usual hymns that
chime thrice daily from the Church of the Incarnation and can
be heard throughout the neighborhood. Red window awnings
go up at B. Altman’s and the windows themselves become
animated wonderlands for children. Christmas trees on the Park
Avenue Malls with bright lights twinkling in the cold night air.
A menorah is erected, and night by night the candles are lit.

Some of us become busy with plans for others. We re-
member in this season of gaity and gift-exchanging, that there
are those in our neighborhood who lack resources to spend the
holidays festively and the friends and family with whom to share
them. So we reach out, selecting holiday food items for the
H.O.N.EY. bin at D'Agosting’s; buying gifts for church toy drives;
organizing dinners for our elderly and less fortunate neighbors_,_w\

Activity builds to a crescendo. We shop with increase
fervor; we attend church and synagogue services with renewew
attention. There is a flurry of parties—in our community at the
menorah and Christmas tree lighting, in our offices, in our
homes.

And then comes the time, at the height of the season, when
those of us who have not always, but now call New York home,
race for planes and trains that will take us, always with some
reluctance, away from Murray Hill and back to families and
childhood homes in other parts of the country. Behind us a
stillness settles over Murray Hill; her lights glitter against the
winter night's blackness; her brownstones and apartment
buildings shelter our friends who are truly home for the holidays.

May yours be joyous and peaceful.

Heather Hollowell
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lunch
cocktails
dinner
music nightly
I Sunday brunch
\ RESTAURANT )

Corner 33rd St. & 3rd Ave. NYC Res: 685-3828

(212)243-0202

ELZ....

Does i, Enterprises

Eugene Zagorsky
“The Impeccable Painter’

Interior Painting & Wallpapering

(Paid Advertisement)




SPOTLIGHT ON. ..

Another Good Neighbor, the American
Association of University Women

The New York City branch of this, the “oldest and largest national
organization working for the advancement of women and
education” has its headquarters on Murray Hill's 37th Street, and
it is a very good neighbor, indeed. For many years AAUW has
made these premises available for meetings of Murray Hill Com-
mittee trustees and some of their affiliate organizations at little
cost. In mid-Manhattan, where space is at a premium, thisis a
“good neighborly” act.

AAUW's membership of close to two hundred thousand inter-
nationally consists of women with baccalaureate degrees from a
regionally accredited college in the US or foreign institutions
recognized by the International Federation of University
Women. Its stated purpose is to “further the education and ad-
vancement of women and of uniting educated women to work
for the betterment of their communities.” The Association sup-
ports the oldest and largest non-university fellowship fund for
women as well as the largest awards program in the country
exclusively in support of women. It also monitors and affects na-
tional and international legislation dealing with women's issues.

Since 1888, the AAUW’s memberships have provided
fellowships for advanced study to over 4,200 women. In 1958,
the Association’s Educational Foundation was established to
promote and administer its philanthropic activities through
American and International Fellowships and Research and Pro-
ject Grants. Each year the Foundation honors two outstanding
American women with Achievements and Recognition Awards.

The Association’s legislative priorities, underscoring equity,
education and self-development for women and positive soci-
etal change, include: passage of the Equal Rights Amendment;
individual choice in determination of one's reproductive life; pay
equity; revision in Social Security, retirement, insurance and
welfare programs; control of environmental pollution and pro-
tection of air and water quality; public funding for arts and
humanities programs; quality education for all and educational
equity for women and girls; non-discriminatory student financial
aid; opposition to tax credits for non-public schools; reduction
of military budget and cost-effective measures for funds ap-
propriated for defense and non-proliferation of nuclear arms.
These broad principles are regularly divided into actionable
components.

Benefits for individual AAUW members comprise publica-
tion subscriptions, access to seminars and conferences, low
cost supplementary hospital, income and life insurance plans,
annuity plans, discounts on books and car rentals, access to
Research and Project Grants, resource materials on issues and
legislation and mostimportantly, a supportive network of friend-
ships with other educated women in the US and 54 countries
around the world.

With national headquarters in Washington, DC., AAUW
has hundreds of branches including 70 in New York State. The
New York City branch, located at 111 East 37th Street, conducts
an active program within the framework of the national organiza-
tion’s stated purpose which includes forums on public issues
and cultural and recreational events. For example, their current
schedule lists such diverse activities as a seminar on Public
Support for Public Education (one of the national task force
issues) shape up sessions, dissertation on T.S. Eliot, duplicate
bridge, Great Books, financial seminars and a drama workshop.
For branch membership information contact AAUW, NYC
branch (212) 684-6068.

Mary Egginton

HAPPENINGS ON THE HILL

Murray Hill Tree Lighting, Sunday, December 14th at 3 p.m. in
front of the Sheraton-Russell Hotel on Park Avenue between 36th
and 37th Streets. Carols, hot cider, apples, Santa Claus, Horse-
drawn carriage ride.

The Murray Hill Committee thanks The Kitano Hotel, The
Dumont Plaza Hotel and The Shelburne Murray Hill for their
substantial contributions for the planting of Christmas trees
along the Park Avenue Mall.

Murray Hill Committee Holiday Party & Reception at Rossini’s
Restaurant, 108 East 38th Street, Sunday, December 14th at
5 p.m. Piano entertainment, sing-a-long, dancing. Celebrate
your blessings; mingle with friends and neighbors: hot and cold
hors d'oeuvres, Italian cuisine, wine, soda, coffee, dessert.

Friends of St. Vartan Park annual holiday party, Sunday,
December 14th, 2to 4 p.m. in the Park Community House. Re-
freshments and holiday spirits are on the house and guests are
asked to bring a small unwrapped toy for the Children’s Aid
Society holiday cetebration. -

As aresult of pressure exerted by the Friends, Community
Board No. 6 and Manhattan Place residents, 36th Street be-
tween 1st and 2nd Avenues is no longer a “taxi rest” Parking
meters have been installed and quiet reigns.

Members and guests of the Friends enjoyed an esthetically
successful “Evening with Quentin Crisp” in October. The maver-
ick raconteur delighted the audience with a witty, tongue-in-
cheek account of his special “design for living.”

A Holiday Toy Drive for children housed in the midtown hotels
for the homeless is being coordinated by The Madison Square
Boys and Girls Club. Donations of new toys and games can be
brought to the clubhouse at 2nd Avenue and 29th Street,
weekdays from noon to 8 p.m..

Church of Our Saviour, 59 Park Avenue, December 11th,
meeting of Older Adults Group; New Year's Party December
31st. Call Church office, 679-8166 for details.

Community Church, 40 East 35th Street. December 24th,
8 p.m. “Messiah” concert. Voluntary contributions, no admis-
sion fee.

Chanukah Menorah Lighting on the Mall at Park Avenue and
35th Street, Friday, December 26th at 7 p.m., followed by the
installation of a memorial plaque for Evalynn Ravinette. The
ceremonies will be preceded by a Chanukah-Sabbath service
atthe Metropolitan Synagogue, 40 East 35th Street at 5:30 p-m-
and singing of Chanukah songs, led by Cantor Norman Atkins
and Choir; followed by refreshments and chocolate Chanukah
Gelt at the synagogue. The Murray Hill outdoor Chanukah
Menorah is the oldest in the city.

Pierpont Morgan Library, 29 E. 36th Street, three exhibits
through mid-January: Collecting for the Morgan Library (1982—
86). Major exhibition of recent acquisitions of master drawings,
Medieval and Renaissance illuminated manuscripts, rare
printed books and bookbindings, and autographed music
manuscripts; W. S. Gilbert (1836-1911). A small exhibition mark-
ing the 150th anniversary of the birth of Gilbert whose collabora-
tion with Sir Arthur Sullivan gave the world “The Mikado,” “The
Pirates of Penzance,;” and “H.M.S. Pinafore”; Charles Dickens’
“A Christmas Carol,” the original manuscript. Hours: Tuesday
through Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.
Closed Monday and holidays.




HOMELESS FAMILIES. ..

A problem without a solution? Right now, it looks that way. And
it touches everyone in Murray Hill, both physically and
emotionally.

The area from 23rd to 32nd Street, Eighth Ave. to Lexing-
ton, now houses 40% of the City’s homeless families. Aimost
1500 families are crammed into aging hotels. From a human and
family view, there couldn't be a worse place. It's a business and
commercial area, lacking in public schools, day care centers,
playgrounds and health care services desperately needed by
the thousands of children placed here. Without nearby super-
markets, families are forced to shop in high-priced gourmet
shops and delis. All this at a very high monthly cost per room to
the taxpayers.

Manhattan Borough President, David Dinkins, has beenin
the forefront of the effort to stem the further concentration of
homeless in Manhattan, pointing out the disproportionate
burden on a small areaill-suited for the purpose. In addition to
constantly prodding the City Administration to spread the
responsibility more equitably, Dinkins recently announced a
Task Force on Housing for Homeless Families, which will pro-
duce recommendations by January 1, 1987.

Mayor Edward Koch acknowledges the disproportionate
emphasis on the Manhattan area, but counters with the fact that
the homeless need shelter right now, and this is where the beds
are. Meanwhile, his proposal for more shelters distributed
through all five boroughs, at a cost of more than $100 million, is
meeting organized opposition with lawsuits, demonstrations,
community opposition and vociferous statements by officials in
the boroughs. Apparently everyone agrees that something
should be done, but, “not in my neighborhood"”

With homeless families projected to increase by a third in
the next two years, and the Mayor’s plan needing approval by
the Board of Estimate, whose members include the five borough
presidents, a quick solution is not to be expected.

Meanwhile, in the area just south of Murray Hill, block
groups and business associations have begun to work together.
Among them are the East Midtown Coalition and the Midtown
South Preservation Committee. Their stated aim is to “help
these families and protect the neighborhood.” In some cases a
substantial budget has been raised for legal and public relations
efforts.

New York City is not alone in dealing with this problem. A
recent Congressional investigation indicated that there are
250,000 members of intact families who are homeless in the
U.S., representing 28 percent of the homeless population. Con-
gressman Ted Weiss points out that the Federal Government is
paying half the costs of emergency shelters for families in
welfare hotels that cost more per month than the Watergate
Hotel, one of the poshest buildings in Washington. The Federal
bill last year was $81 million. The Social Security Act helps
perpetuate this non-solution, since it does not allow emergency
assistance funds to be used to create new shelters. To correct
this situation, Congressmen Weiss and Charles Schumer have
introduced bills that will allow the Aid to Families with Depen-
dent Children Program to use these funds more effectively for
permanent housing. These bills were introduced in June, but
Congressional wheels grind slowly.

Which brings us back to Square One. A major problem—
Nno easy answers.

For more information or to volunteer your help, call Manhat-
tan Borough President David Dinkins’ office at 669-2088 and
speak to Nancy Wackstein.

Erwin Rosner

RO

The Songs of Mitchell Parish

BENEFIT PERFORMANCE

Thirty Murray Hillers attended a spirited Theater Off Park benefit
performance of Mitchell Parish’s “Stardust” on October 31st.
Theatre Off Park, in its thirteenth season, is quite a way off Park
Avenue, temporarily situated in Greenwich Village at 224
Waverly Place, near Seventh Avenue South. While continuing
to search for space in Murray Hill, TOP is leasing this diminutive
area from St. John's Church.

From the title song “Moonlight Serenade,” “Sophisticated
Lady,’ and “Volare,” the productions is a tribute to the work of
Parish and the American song publishing phenomenon known
as Tin Pan Alley, according to Bertha Lewis, Producing Direc-
tor and James Randolph, Managing Director.

The evening proved to be bright and sassy, tempered by
lilting, romantic tunes. On a postage stamp size stage, the per-
formers cover every inch with humor, style and charm. The
talented and vibrant cast includes a new discovery, Michele
Bautier, as well as five other versatile performers: Andre
DeShields, Maureen Brennan, Jim Walton, Jason Graae and
Kim Criswell.

Ms. Lewis and her crew deserve high marks for producing
such an enjoyable show, transforming a second floor workspace
into a 90 seat theater.

“Stardust” combines love songs and comedy songs and
depicts our emergence from innocence to sophistication. A
delightful experience; you will really have a good time, humming
and tapping rhythm all the way home.

Diana Gordon Williams




