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‘Help Us Write
the law:
Prostitution

The Murray Hill Committee, together with represent-
atives from the 13th Precinct Community Council, 17th
Precinct Community Council, East Midtown Tenants
United, 3rd Avenue Merchants Association, other com-
munity groups and with the cooperation of Community
Planning Board #6, is sponsoring a public hearing on

!_egislative Solution to the Problem of Street Prosti-
tution”” to be held on Thursday, January 27, 1977 at
7:30 P.M. at the Armenian Church, 630 Second Avenue
at 35th Street.

Legalization, stiffer penalties, rezoning, “red light”
districts—what is the final answer? Murray Hill, as well
as other districts, is quite aware of the problem of street
prostitution and related crime problems. We are also
quite aware that current laws, statutes and criminal pro-
ceedings have not helped to alleviate this problem. The
police claim its the courts fault, the courts claim its the
laws, and the legislators say that their hands are tied.
The Murray Hill Committee has decided, after consulta-
tion with State Senator Roy Goodman, that a new law
covering street prostitution must be formulated and
then presented to legislators at the various levels of state
and local government.

Toward that end, the M.H.C. has invited experts
from all walks of life to speak to the question of how to
solve the problem of street prostitution through formu-
lating a legislative proposal. At this time, the following
speakers have accepted invitations to appear: Honorable
George Roberts, Judge of the New York City Criminal
Court; Harold Baer, Jr., New York State Bar Association
" mittee on the Revision of Prostitution Laws;
o... 2y Baumgarten, Mayor's Office of Midtown
Planning; Officer Edward O’Neill, Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association; Irene Daval, Sociologist and authoress;

Edward Kogh, United States Congressman; Roy Goodman,
New York State Senator; Jay Litwin, Special Counsel
to the Police Department; Manfred Ohrenstein, New
York State Senator; Henry Stern, New York City Coun-
cilman; and Jeff Rubin, New York County Lawyer’s
Committee on Women'’s Rights.

Each speaker will be given the opportunity to pre-
sent their views on how to alleviate the problem of
street prostitution. The Murray Hill Committee has also
put together a panel of M.H.C. members and members
of other community organizations who will ‘present
questions to the invited speakers. Members of the audi-
ence will also be given the opportunity to present written
questions to any of the speakers.

This special M.H.C. Subcommittee, chaired by
Elaine Platt, has been hard at work organizing this meet-
ing since last September. Special thanks go to the follow-
ing who have put in long and hard hours organizing this
special city-wide event: Faye Baron, Betty Liddle, Ellen
Imbimbo, Milton Kail, Kate Klein, Gene Tregre, Julie
Whalen, Jerry Baumstein, Mark Tracten, Pauline
Goodman, Judith Kostman, Bob Fisher, Marge Szymona,
Stephen Weingrad and Mary Ann Felice.

This open hearing is a response to the frustrations of
the New York City community over the inability of its
officials, both elected and appointed, to find a solution
to this problem. All members of the community are
welcome to attend and are, in fact, URGED to attend.
You, the public, can show your concern by showing up
in force, and by joining with us in writing FOR QUR-
SELVES a law that will be uniquely written by the
people, for the benefit of the people.

Thursday, January 27th, 7:30 p.m., Armenian Church, 2nd. Ave. & 35th. St.




NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK MURRAY HILL COMMITTEE SCHEDULE OF

EVENTS FOR 1977
Dear Members:

January 27 Hearing on a Legislative Solution to the

| have had some time to review the activities of our Problem of Prostitution. Armenian
Committee from the archive records supplied to me by Church, 7:30 PM, 2nd Ave. at 35th St.
the previous administrations. It is interesting to note the —
growth of the Committee over the years and the changes January 30 Theatre Party trip for “Fiddler on ...~

in the names and personalities of those involved in the
numerous activities which the Committee has under-
taken since its inception.

The Murray Hill Committee was incorporated on
February 25, 1960 and since that time many active
members have come and gone. It is interesting to note
that of the original twelve signers to the Certificate of
Incorporation (our Declaration of Independence, so to
speak), some are still active in the Committee’s affairs.
Although this is very lauditory from their point of view,
it does point up a serious problem with our organization.
In order for the Committee to remain active and viable,
new names and personalities must be constantly sought
to participate and coordinate the numerous sub-
committees.

No one who is currently active should be thought of
as totally indispensible. There is always room for new
creative talent. At present, we are seeking individuals
with experience in committee organization in the area
of public relations and as a coordinator of our annual
block party. These two posts are being given the highest
priority, and anyone interested in being considered for
these appointments should contact me personally.

There are other committees such as the Crime
Committee, Zoning and Commercialization Committee
who need active leaders.

Enclosed with this newsletter, you will also find a
brochure from Hospital Audiences, Inc. One of our
more famous members is on the Board of Directors and
has requested us to help this charitable organization by
including this brochure with our mailing. We hope all of
you will read it carefully.

Looking forward to seeing all of you at our Prostitu-
tion Legislation hearing on January 27th at the Armenian
Church, 35th Street and Second Avenue.

Sincerely,

Stephen A. Weingrad
President

Roof’” (see article in this newsletter.)
February 15 General Meeting of the Murray Hill Com-
mittee. Community Church, 7:30 PM,
36th St. at Park Ave. (see below for
program information.)

Wine & Cheese Tasting Party. (see article
in this newsletter.)

February 27

March 20 Spring Carnival

March 22 First Block Party Meeting

April 16 Murray Hill Trash Bash

May 17 Pre-Block Party Cocktail Party

June 2 Final Block Party Meeting

June b 5th Annual Murray Hill Block Party

September 14 General Membership Meeting
October 1 Trash Bash
October 15 Fall Masked Ball

December 11 Park Avenue Mall Lighting

December 16 Annual Christmas Party

This newsletter is a bimonthly publication of the
Murray Hill Committee, Inc., 143 East 36th Street, New
York, N.Y. 10016.

Membership in the Murray Hill Committee is open
to all residents and businessmen interested in maintain-
ing the quality of our community. Dues is $10.00 per
year for individual members or couples and $15.00 for
businesses. ’

Announcements and information of interest to the
community, as well as comments, are welcome for
publication in the newsletter, and should be sent to
Mark Tracten, editor, care of the Murray Hill Commit-
tee at the above address.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING —
FEBRUARY 15TH

The year’s first general membership meeting of the
Murray Hill Committee will take place on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 15th at 7:30 P.M. at the Community Church,
35th Street off Park Avenue. The main speaker will be
Ms. Patricia Rich of the New York City Landmark Com-
mission who will present the premiere showing of a new
slide and discussion on New York City and its landmarks.

Also to be discussed are all the ongoing events of the
Murray Hill Committee and it is an opportunity for
members and residents to present and discuss plans and
problems. The public is invited.

TENNIS PARTY

o~

The Social & Travel Committee is interested in 1ind-
ing out how many members would like us to schedule a
“tennis night”” with 4-6 hours of unlimited tennis. The
cost would probably run about $20.00 per person. If
you are interested, please send your name and address
to Marcy Katz, 7 Park Avenue, N.Y., N.Y. 10016.




NOW ORGANIZING: MURRAY HILL SCOUT TROOP

Ed Hochberg, past-president of the Murray Hill
Committee, is in the process of organizing both a Boy
Scout and a Cub Scout troop for the Murray Hill area.
Although scouting is usually thought of as a ““suburban’’

~tivity, the Murray Hill Committee feels that boys
swing up in New York City, even more so than subur-
banites, need the activities and benefits derived from
scouting. Also, many children do not go to the same
schools, or attend private schools and are not afforded
the opportunity of meeting children their own age who
live in their neighborhood and also never get to develop
a sense of community involvement.

Ed is asking those parents who are interested and
have children 8-10 years of age for Cub Scouting or 10-16
years of age for Boy Scouting to contact him during
evening hours at 889-3288. Ed is also looking for parents
(or non-parents) who would like to help in the organiza-
tion of the scout troop, regardless of whether or not
they have had prior scouting experience.

We would also like to see the formation of a Girl
Scout troop for our neighborhood, but need parents
willing to help with the organizing. Please call Ed if you
would be interested and he will try to get you together.

TO SO MANY — THANKS

While plans go forward for many exciting events in
1977, we look back to the highlights of this past holiday
-son: the five new blue spruce trees on the Park
¢nue Malls, the magnificent 8 foot menorah commem-
orating the Jewish festival of Chanukah, the tree lighting
party on Sunday, December 5th. There was carol singing,
a horse drawn sleigh for the children and Santa, a juggler
to delight everyone, and hot cinnamon apple cider for
all on that cold afternoon. Norman Atkins, cantor of
the Metropolitan Synagogue led the walk to the menorah
and singing as it was officially lighted.

Among the many who helped through all the weeks
of preparation, we specially thank the following for
their efforts and contributions: Dorothy Shames,
Evalynne Ravinett, Cliff Jackson, Dick Simpson, Tony
Marcin, Steve Weingrad, Terri Schiffman, Irma Worrell,
Muriel Elnan, and Dr. Bob Fisher. Also:

— John Muller, organist for the Church of Qur Saviour
for the half hour of chimes.

— Ms. Jetta Brenner and Mr. Ash of the Sheraton
Russell for the hot cider, the lovely tables and silver
service.

— Don Murphy—who so ably played Santa Claus.

— Grace Ahlgren of the Do-Nut Shop (3rd Ave. & 34th
St.) for the supply of donuts.

— Jimmy Cifu of Center Market (3rd Ave. & 34th St.)
for apples to fill Santa’s sack.

=" Jane Breschard for her bell ringing.

zvalynn Ravinett for paper cups and napkins, too.
— John Grimaldi who was our juggler.

— Irma Worrell for the signs.

— Ms. Dorsey for books for the carol singers.

— And to anyone we may have inadvertantly omitted,
once more, many thanks.

MALL DECORATIONS

The response to our appeal for funds for the spruce
trees on the Mall were overwhelming. Our neighbors and
friends were generous with their checks and letters of
thanks. Some of you did question the high cost of buy-
ing and planting only five small trees. We hasten to
answer your queries. Here is a copy of the letter that
was sent to several contributors:

Dear

It is easy to question cost in relation to the number
and size of the trees planted in the Park Avenue malls.
You must realize that trees planted in the middle of
Manhattan with the high labor costs, the city and Con-
Ed red tape, licenses and fees, are completely different
from trees growing on a country estate.

The five evergreens were purchased by a nursery
recommended to us by the city. The trees were dug,
balled and transported from Long Island. It took three
men an entire day using heavy equipment to lift and
place the trees. The next most expensive item was
electrifying the malls, which had no electrical source—
again a long day’s work for two men. Forty five strings
of lights were purchased. Volunteers braved the freezing
cold to hang the lights working from morning to 4:30
P.M. one Saturday.

The menorah, an innovation this year, cost several
hundred dollars to design, build and install. There are
plans to put in four more trees so that next year, each
mall will have two. Also, we were promised that the
trees should grow a foot each year.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH —_Parslied and Creamed
Cucumbers

6 8’ cucumbers

2 Thsp. wine vinegar
11/2 Tsp. salt

1/8 Tsp. sugar

2 or 3 Tbsp. butter

2 Tbsp. minced shallots or
scallions

1 Cup Heavy cream

3 Thbsp. fresh minced parsley

Peel the 6 cucumbers, cut in half lengthwise and
scoop out seeds with a teaspoon. Cut in lengthwise strips
about 3/8" wide; cut strips into 2’ pieces. Toss in a
bowl with 2 Tbsp. wine vinegar, 1 1/2 Tsps. salt and 1/8
Tsp. sugar, and let stand at least 20 minutes. Drain and
dry in paper towels before using.

Heat 2-3 Tbsp. butter to bubbling in a large, heavy,
enamel-bottomed skillet or saucepan; add cucumbers
and 2 Tbsp. minced shallots or scallions; cook slowly
tossing frequently about 5 minutes until crisp but not
browned. Just before serving, toss with 1 cup heavy
cream simmered down by half in a small saucepan. Add
3 Tbsp. minced parsley.

This  recipe came from the kitchen of Barbara Olson.
If you would like your recipes published in the Murray
Hill Newsletter and eventually in the Murray Hill Cook
Book, send them to: Dorothy Shames, 116 East 37th
Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10016.




Great Heads

What do the trendy
customers want in hair
styling? “Short smooth
cuts they can dry with a
towel and look great,”
says Carl, former
manager of Vidal Sassoon.

In keeping with the
Great Heads policy of a
“no gimmicks, no hassle”
atmosphere, the shop is
open 10 to 7, six days a
week, offers free parking,
and the services of a
manicurist, pedicurist, and
depllatron in prlvate

: QreatHeads

210 E. 36th St. (between 3rd
and 2nd Aves.) 685-4561




LETTERS TO THE PRESIDENT
From: Melvin Dubinsky
Re: Murray Hill Committee Award

“~"The idea that the Murray Hill Committee should
0. clop a “Good Neighbor” award was developed in
conjunction with Ms. Elayne Kleenman, of our Public
Relations Committee.

The recipient, not necessarily from Murray Hill,

would be chosen in recognition of outstanding service to

~ his or her community through preserving some cultural

landmark from demolition, performing important func-

tions within community organizations, offering a distinc-
tive service to the community,

Offhand, someone who is an active member of a
Community Planning Board would seem to be a logical
candidate. Community Board #6 (our board) and others
in adjacent areas present a goodly number of qualified
individuals to choose from. In this way the award could
be presented at a Community Board meeting and some
favorable publicity for own committee would ensue.
Details of implementation | leave to the higher powers
that be of the Murray Hill Committee.

President’s Note: Anyone interested in working on the
concept or implementation of this project should contact
Evalynne Ravinett at 532-7567.

ART DISPLAY

The Legacy and Landmarks of Murray Hill Exhibit
will be at the Bowery Savings Bank at 130 East 42nd
Street until the end of February. If you missed seeing
this award winning bicentennial exhibit while it was
here in Murray Hill, we suggest you go see it now.

SPAYING CAMPAIGN BEGUN

One of our trustees, Dr. Michael Milts, who is also
chairman of Concerned Individuals & Veterinarians
Council on Animal Welfare, reports that the C.1.V.C has
begun a massive poster campaign informing the public
of the urgent need for spaying and neutering their pets
throughout the New City Bus system. Dr. Milts also
reports that vaccine clinics in poverty areas, educational
programs for children, an adoption program are all con-
tinuing. These and many other programs of the Council
all need funding to continue. Anyone interested in
making a tax deductible contribution should send it to:
C.I.V.C, Inc., 133 East 39th Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10016.

LANDMARK COMMITTEE

The Landmark Committee has received the approval
of the Board of Trustees to explore the possibility of
achieving for the ‘“brownstone rows’’ on 35th Street
between Park and Lexington Avenues a New York
City Historical Landmark District.

According to the committee chairperson, Liz Pierce,
the committee has selected this block because of the

jue originally-as-built condition of all the buildings
wichin the corner properties. Landmark status would
not only prevent (within the limits of the landmark law)
the erection of tall buildings in midblock, but also
inappropriate remodelling of individual houses. Further
ramifications of Landmark Status will be discussed at
the next general meeting of the Murray Hill Committee.

JCOME — LEARN — ENJOY |

WINE AND CHEESE TASTING PARTY

Want to know how to make a pick-up meal better,
an average meal delectable, a good meal incredible? Want
to know the right wine to serve when? Want to savor
some fine cheeses with their perfect wine? If you do,
you may never have a better opportunity for fun while
you learn than to join with our distinguished wine expert,
Robert Jay Misch for a Sunday afternoon of delightful
enjoyment.

Mr. Misch is internationally recognized as one of this
country’s leading authorities on wine, food and spirits.
His weekly syndicated column, “EAT, DRINK AND BE
MERRY,” appears in newspapers from coast to coast,
and his articles are published in House Beautiful, Carte
Blanche, Gentlemen’s Quarterly, Apartment Living,
Harpers Bazaar, among others. Mr. Misch’s books include
“Foreign Dining Dictionary,” “Quick Guide to Wine,”
“Quick Guide to World Famous Recipes,” and ‘““Quick
Guide to Cheese.”

France has honored Robert Misch with her ““Medaille
agricole des Vins de France,” and he is a founder of the
New York Wine and Food Society and its long time chair-
man and a Commandeur Chevalier du Tastevin.

The afternoon promises to be an enjoyable one as
most of us want to know more about wine, whether we are
on the way to becoming connoisseurs or just interested
in enhancing the pleasures of our table. Tickets are limited
and are available only to members of the Murray Hill Com-
mittee. If you are not a member and would like to join
to take advantage of this and other exciting events, see
the bottom of page 2 for membership information.

The Wine and Cheese Tasting Party is scheduled for
Sunday, February 27th, 3-5 P.M. at the Sheraton Russell
Hotel, 37th Street and Park Avenue. Cost per person is
$5.00 and covers all the wine and cheese for the after-
noon, and of course, the pleasurable company of your
own neighbors.

Yes, enclosed is my check for $ ($5 per person)
for ___ reservations for the Murray Hill Wine and Cheese
Tasting Party. Mail check (made payable to the Murray
Hill Committee) to: Dorothy Shames, 116 East 37th
Street, New York, N.Y. 10016. Reservations are limited.

Name

Address Phone




THEATRE PARTY

The Murray Hill Committee is sponsoring a daytime
outing to see the production of ““Fiddler on the Roof”
starring our own Norman Atkins and Dolores Wilson at
the Northstage Theatre in Glencove, Long Island. The
outing consists of round trip transportation leaving from
Murray Hill, a complete steak dinner, and tickets to this
very popular production which is regaining such notariety
today for the revivals now going on.

At this late date there are still some reservations
available and first priorty is, of course, given to members
in good standing of the Murray Hill Committee. It is
scheduled for Sunday, January 30th and buses will be
leaving from the Community Church, 35th Street and
Park Avenue at 11:30 A.M. The cost is $18.00 per person
and includes everything you will spend for the day. If
you are interested, please send your name and address,
and check (made payable to the Murray Hill Committee)
to: Evalynne Ravinett, 20 Park Avenue, N.Y., N.Y.
10016. For further information call Evalynne Ravinett
at 532-7567 or Marcy Katz at 725-4869. Act quickly!

HELP WANTED

The Murray Hill S.R.O. Project is in need_ of a part
time bookeeper or fiscal clerk to help at the project.
Funds are available for salary, but the S.R.O. is also
seeking volunteer help if available. If interested, please
contact Ms. Jane Pinkerton, S.R.O. Project, 39 East 31st
Street, N.Y., N.Y. 10016 or call at 889-4448.

A FINAL THANK YOU

Santa Claus has long since gone back to the North
Pole, but Jane Adler, Romi Weingrad and the rest of
the Christmas Gift Donation Committee wish to acknow-
ledge and thank those donors who brought the joys of
the holiday past to the retarded and elderly. Although
we have tried to mention everyone, many of the gifts
received either did not contain a name or were not clear
enough to read.

Donors

Joelle Anderson Beula Baer

Ms. Baird Francina Balsh
Charollette Brem MadylIn Butler
Mary Calvin Helen Caxon
Sally Carter Bennett Cox

Frieda Diamond
Betty Flannery
Carol Jacobs

Mary Flannery
Diane & Ed Hochberg
Shiela Jordan

Ruth Knight Esther Lobar

E.A. Malloy Rita Mille

Barbara Olson Florence & Michael Milts
Bill Nicolai Dorothy Shames

Steve & Romi Weingrad Hermance Weal

Mary Leah Weiss

Ms. Olson’s kindergarten class, Saddle Rock School,
Great Neck, Long Island.

S.R.0. CHRISTMAS PARTY A GRAND SUCCESS

More than 135 poor, elderly men and women who
live alone in the Murray Hill area attended the 3rd
annual Christmas Day dinner and party at the Murray
Hill S.R.O. Project for Older People. Festivities str~ ™
with wine and singing, proceeded to the restauran.. in
the Project’s loft building at 39 East 31st Street where
guests had a full-course dinner of beef, ham and turkey
breast. After dinner the guests met with Santa Claus to
receive individual shopping bags packed with 10 gifts
and enjoyed the banjo entertainment supplied and sung
holiday carols.

More than 15 volunteers, who had worked from
8 A.M. for the three days prior to Christmas, joined
staff members who volunteered their time in greeting
and socializing with the men and women. The premises
were decorated with streamers, tables had colorful
centerpieces, there was tinsel and holly on the walls, and
decorations were topped off by two large shining and
light-filled trees.

The entire party—all of the food, gifts, dining acces-
sories, were provided by friends of the Project, including
many members of the Murray Hill Committee. One
major gift was the contribution of Florence and Michael
Milts, who purchased a refrigerator for the Project after
the one which had been used for years collapsed just
days before the event. A variety of baked goods, includ-
ing cakes, cookies, gingerbread men and other treats
were supplied by the following M.H.C. members: Bunny
Brook, Alice Farber, Mitch Farber, Angie Farley, B ™

and Mary Flannery, Elizabeth Hall, Allison Head, E. .a

Kornvein, Florence Milts, Ronnie, Stephanie and Susan
Riskin, Gail Smith, Marge Warfield, Romi Weingrad and
Gay Zizes. Other Murray Hill Committee members
cooked, shopped, wrapped and also delivered an array
of gifts. Dr. and Mrs. Milts and Mr. and Mrs. Justin Zizes
attended the holiday party and witnessed first hand the
response which the Committee members’ generosity
evoked from the older folk.

Also highlighting the day was videotaping of the
event by TV Channels 2 and 11, who sent crews and
WABC radio who interviewed Jane Pinkerton, the Project
director.

Transportation of the senior citizens, plus the pick
up and delivery on dozens of errands, was facilitated by
use of the New York City Office of the Aging Minibus,
which was loaned to the Project for four days. Similarly,
the live entertainment was provided by the city’s Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs.

The Project is grateful to the leadership and the
membership of the Murray Hill Committee for its

generosity and neighborly caring.
o

CONDOLENCES

The Murray Hill Committee is saddened to learn of
the death of two of its members, Ms. Dorothy Sara and
Mr. J.E.B. Woods. Our condolences to their friends and
relatives.
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