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Community Issues—We Hear You!
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During the summer, we circulated a survey, “What are your 
most important issues in Murray Hill?” We received 215 
responses which are listed below in order of importance.  
The numbers indicate the percentage of respondents who 
deemed the issue important or very important.
Traffic:  84% Gridlock has made it difficult or impossible 
for pedestrians to safely cross the streets at certain intersec-
tions, particularly on streets carrying traffic going in and out 
of the Queens Midtown Tunnel and on Park Avenue. The 
large amount of construction and bike lanes has made traf-
fic worse. Respondents also said that traffic laws should be 
enforced more than they are presently. 
Noise: 76% Some of the causes that should be addressed 
are construction drilling, the rattling of metal plates on the 
streets, unnecessary honking, ambulance sirens, dogs bark-
ing, people shouting in the street and loud parties.
Construction: 75% Concerns range from lengthy con-
struction projects which tear up streets as well as the MTA 
Emergency Ventilation Plant construction proposed for 
Park Avenue.
Public Safety: 73%. Respondents have expressed concern 
that some of the transient inhabitants of the Bellevue Home-
less Shelter and Main Chance are behaving in undesirable 
ways that are unsafe for our children. In addition, neighbor-
hood stores are experiencing shoplifting.
Garbage: 72% Third Avenue seems to be most affected 
with littered sidewalks, overflowing litter baskets, garbage 
in tree beds and people not curbing their dogs.
Zoning/Land Use: 67% Many respondents were con-
cerned about the preservation of our 
historic buildings as well as the low to 
mid-rise character of the neighbor-
hood. Additionally, respondents ad-
vocated affordable commercial rents 
for small businesses and extending 
the BID boundaries. Respondents 
disliked the food stalls on Park Av-
enue, and uninhabited poorly main-
tained private homes. People feel that 
we need a neighborhood plan, and 
Murray Hill must be seen by the city 
administration as a residential area 

that is not going to be 
over utilized for income 
producing real estate ven-
tures.  
Homeless: 60% Resi-
dents are concerned 
about aggressive panhan-
dling, public urination, 
and sleeping on public or 
private property. The 33rd 
Street Subway Station and 
the area from 30th to 34th 
Street along 3rd Avenue are especially affected.  In addition, 
the NYCLink Wi-Fi kiosks are outposts for vagrants. 
Bicycle Safety: 47% Cyclists often ride on sidewalks, 
block intersections, ride in the wrong direction, and run red 
lights. Bicycle laws should be enforced.
What you can do to help:  
If you see an incident that is illegal or poses immediate 
danger, call 911. 
For other issues call 311 or you can report them online. When 
reporting a problem you will be asked to provide an address 
or an intersection where the activity is taking place. You can 
report problems to 311 anonymously. It takes a minimum of 
3 complaints for the City to take action. 
311 issues include: overflowing or broken street litter baskets, 
litter in tree beds or on sidewalks, homeless people doing 
something illegal or in need of assistance, noise, loud par-
ties, traffic gridlock, construction before or after hours, etc. 

(You also have to know which hours 
construction are allowed, because dif-
ferent projects have different hours.) 
The MHNA website Traffic Updates 
provides information about City and 
MTA projects, but there are also util-
ity projects going on in the neighbor-
hood.
Sidewalk litter and litter in the gutter 
out to 18” is the responsibility of the 
building owner. If you know the busi-
ness, you might stop in to mention it 

Construction on Lexington Avenue

Traffic at 39th Street and Third Avenue.

http://www1.nyc.gov/311/
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/contact/complaints/overflowing-litter-basket-service-request.shtml
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/11037/default.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Home


Happy Holidays to all our members! May Peace, Joy, 
Hope and Happiness be yours during this holiday 
season and throughout the New Year. 
I hope you will join us on December 4 for the 
tree lighting on Park Avenue. Bring your family 
and friends, sing a song, say hello to Santa Claus, 
have a candy cane and just enjoy an afternoon 
with your neighbors.
It was good to see so many of you at the annual member meeting in Sep-
tember. This has been a very difficult year in our neighborhood, due to con-
struction on every block, major traffic and transportation problems and, as 
you stated, NOISE!
Major construction in the Queens-Midtown tunnel and its exit plazas and 
on 34th street to fix infrastructure issues is causing traffic congestion and 
noise on neighborhood streets. We have emergency repairs by Con Ed and 
Verizon and new buildings going up everywhere. Yes, it is a nightmare!
We also had to deal with Wi-Fi kiosks, street fair rules changes and now a 
possible increase in the number of street vendors.
An emergency air ventilation plant proposed by the MTA for the 4, 5 and 
6 subway lines running under Park Avenue has caused major concern. This 
is a big problem, and the project may run concurrently with the MTA con-
struction for the East Side Access project at 37th Street and Park Avenue. 
The East Side Access project is going into its 8th year and is not expected 
to be complete until 2022. We were originally told that it would take no 
longer than two to three years. This has caused a mistrust of the MTA and 
its projects, and a new project seems very likely to compound the problems. 
The next step in this process is the MTA’s Draft Environment Impact State-
ment, which they said would be released this Fall. The DEIS will clarify if 
this project is necessary, and will provide details of the MTA’s analysis of 
the cumulative effect of this project, along with all of the other construction 
in the neighborhood, and its impact on the neighborhood pedestrian and 
street traffic, noise, public safety, green spaces and historic structures.
We are asking the City for more community involvement in the planning 
process for reviewing and scheduling new construction and for more timely 
notifications.
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Save the Date!
Get Together With Your 

Neighbors for the
Tree Lighting 

on the 
Park Avenue Mall
Sunday, December 4

4:30 pm
Look for more details  

in future emails.

http://
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association

Fred Arcaro, President

JDS Development’s two-building construction project, lo-
cated on 625 First Avenue is progressing on schedule for a 
June or July occupancy.
The construction crane has been erected on 39th Street to 
build the new 710,901 square-foot, 42-story (462 feet high) 
residential building at 685 First Avenue, between 39th and 
40th Street. Sheldon Solow, the developer, has submitted ap-
proved construction crane safety plans and procedures to 
the NYC Department of Buildings. DOB requires that the 
builder has a safety supervisor on the site at all times dur-
ing construction. The lobby floor is already completed.  The 
building will have 148 condominiums and 408 rental units.  
It will have below-grade parking for 110 vehicles. Construc-
tion operation will be from 7am to 6pm on weekdays and 
9am to 5pm with DOB permit approval on Saturdays. The 
project is estimated to be completed early in 2019.
Property owner UDR has filed applications for a single-story 
6,179-square-foot retail building at 401 East 34th Street, lo-
cated on the corner of East 35th Street and First Avenue in the 
Manhattan East Community Association neighborhood. The 
new structure will host a restaurant on the ground floor. It will 
be located on the grounds of Rivergate Plaza, better known 
as Joseph Slifka Park, where a playground currently exists.  
Construction is expected to start in the first half of 2017.

The Preservation and Design committee is working with the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission and other preserva-
tion groups to get more Murray Hill buildings landmarked. 
This is a critical project for the future of Murray Hill. The 
Greening committee is requesting new and replacement 
trees, maintaining tree beds and scheduling clean-up events 
to keep the neighborhood clean. Each one of the Associa-
tion’s committees is composed of dedicated members who 
work hard to ensure the future of Murray Hill.
We are communicating to our members on a weekly basis, 
and you just need to check the website, murrayhillnyc.org, 
for updated information and events.
Please remember, we are a volunteer organization and we 
need your help if you are able to volunteer. Reach out to 
info@murrayhillnyc.org and you can get involved in a com-
mittee that is right for you. Be a constructive force in helping 
to solve the problems we are facing in Murray Hill!
Remember to renew your membership and bring in new 
members if you can. It is the gift that gives back to the neigh-
borhood.
We all wish you a very happy and healthy holiday season 
and New Year!

The Queens 
Midtown Tun-
nel restoration 
work is ahead 
of schedule, and 
the MTA Bridg-
es and Tunnels 
Authority has 
presented an ac-
celerated sched-
ule of repair that 
will shorten the 
project by six 
months. Restoration of the Queens-bound tunnel (the south 
tube) will start in early 2017. This work will be done during 
the nighttime. For more details please refer to my newsletter 
article of March 2015 and check the Traffic Updates on www.
murrayhillnyc.org. 
The accelerated water main and sewer replacement and re-
habilitation from 35th to 38th Street between First Avenue 
and the FDR Drive Service Road has been delayed due to 
construction on 34th and 35th Streets. A new date has not 
been set as of this writing.
The Street Activity Permit Office of the Office of Citywide 
Event Coordination and Management has proposed new 
rules for street festivals: require at least 50% participation 
of local businesses, limit street festivals to ten per year for 
each Community Board area and increase fees. These rules, 
while commendable, are impossible to achieve due to the 
limited number of small businesses on streets that are per-
mitted to have street festivals. In addition, the higher street 
festival fees would be prohibitive. MECA testified at SAPO’s 
public hearing on October 13 to voice its opposition to the 
proposed new rules. These rules would jeopardize MECA’s 
ability to have street festivals, thus threatening its existence. 
Please voice your concerns to SAPO by writing to Michael 
Paul Carey, Executive Director OCECM, at 253 Broadway, 
6th Floor, New York, NY 10007 or by email to saporules@
cityhall.nyc.gov. 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:saporules%40cityhall.nyc.gov?subject=
mailto:saporules%40cityhall.nyc.gov?subject=
http://www.poisedformovement.com
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Members’ Corner
New Members
Alexis Axelrad 
Jacques Barret
Nicole Barret
Doris Brown
Joseph Cosgriff
Birgit Feldman
Wesley Johnson
Elizabeth Kessenides
Jeanne Kispert
Kristin Kligerman
Thomas Kligerman
Mary Marotta
Alfred Miller
Sheldon W. Moline
Maribeth Mooney
Barbara Olson

Serena Rocha Calejon
Michael-Ann Rowe
Janet Storm
John Storm
Sergio Teixeira Jr
Bonnie Wyman
Lance Zakin

New Business Members
1 on 1 Fitness and Wellness
Church of the Good Shepherd
Hotel Chandler
Making You Smile Cosmetic  
    Dental Studio
My Mold Removal NYC
Park South Hotel
as of 10/28/2016

Trustee News
We are very pleased to welcome an outstanding group of 
new Trustees: May Fan, Shinbani Gambhir, Melissa Givey, 
Jon Harari, Eliot Kaplan, Elizabeth Kessenides, Eric Perl-
mutter and Edward Bergman (Eric and Eddie will split re-
sponsibilities of a Trustee), Lisa Searing and Lance Zakin. 
Ashley Petrylak will resume her position as Secretary of the 
MHNA. Our thanks to Deborah Farone, who held this posi-
tion during the past year.
Mieko Kojima has resigned as a Trustee following the Gen-
eral Meeting in October. We offer our thanks for her work 
as a Trustee and look forward to working with her in other 
capacities.

See the website Directory for details about the business members.

Join or Renew Online
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org and click Join 

Keep up-to-date with neighborhood events and issues!  
Get involved!

Dr. Lisa Robin
Psychologist

is pleased to announce the opening 
of her new office

41 Park Avenue
Suite One H

New York, New York 10016

Telephone: (212) 501.1795
Mobile: (646) 436.1457

lrobin8205@hotmail.com

Updates to the Discount Program
Eneslow Shoes and Orthotics, The Foot Comfort Center, 
470 Park Avenue South (at 32nd Street), 1-800-ENESLOW 
(363-7569), 10% discount.
The Morgan Library & Museum, 225 Madison Avenue at 
36th Street. MHNA members can book tickets for The Mor-
gan’s public programs (concerts, talks, films, etc.) at The 
Morgan’s member price. This applies to all single events (ex-
cept for the Orchestra of St. Luke’s concerts). Click “Mem-
ber” when ordering online, or if you are ordering by phone 
mention that you are a MHNA member. Call Visitor Ser-
vices at 212-685-0008 for phone orders.  
MHNA members who join The Morgan as a new Morgan 
member will receive one extra month of membership (total 
of 13 months membership). When joining online, MHNA 
members must include “Murray Hill Neighborhood Asso-
ciation” in the Comments field. Join The Morgan online. 
When joining by phone, please call 212-590-0322 and men-
tion that you are a MHNA member. This promotion expires 
December 31, 2016.

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level I have 
indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional
o $100 Patron  o $250 Guardian o $500 Benefactor

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _______________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Second Name (couples) _________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Company ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________ Apt  _______

City _______________________State _____ Zip _____________

Home Phone __________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ______________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/directory/default_merchants.cfm?clientID=11037&subsection=directory&ThisPage=directory
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.themorgan.org/support/membershipLevels
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Sponsor the Lighting of the Murray Hill 
Malls! 

Once again, the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is 
offering the opportunity to sponsor the beautiful lighting of 
our Park Avenue Malls in December. It is an ideal way for 
co-op boards, small businesses and individuals to partici-
pate in this wonderful event!
Sponsorships are sold at $500. Sponsors will be listed in 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association publications for the 
coming year.
For more details, contact John Chadwick at jchadwick@In-
teriorsByJohnChadwick.com.
Please Join the Following Generous Sponsors:
Alban Construction LLC
Apropos Fashion in Furniture
Axelrod, Fingerhut and Dennis Attorneys
Una Baker Design
The Bamberger Group Real Estate
Robert Calabretta
Gigi Café
Charles H. Greenthal Company Property Management
Interiors by John Chadwick
Kanaris Contracting
The Lovett Group Property Managers
Lucidity Signage
Metropolitan Lighting
NJM Group Construction
New York Design Center
Joan Roselle
Rudin Management
Samson Management LLC
Sanford Hall Carpets
Stonehenge Property Management
Thomas Schumacher
Matthew Somma
Urban Arborists

Big Apple Chorus Sings at National Night 
Out Against Crime 

A quartet from The Big 
Apple Chorus sang at 
the National Night Out 
Against Crime hosted 
by the 17th Precinct’s 
Community Council 
on August 2 at Dag 
Hammarskjold Plaza. 
The a cappella singing 
group performed Sina-
tra’s “New York, New 
York” and other songs 
to an appreciative au-
dience. The singers 
from, left to right, were Bill Lundy (tenor), Bob Murphy 
(lead), Gary Ford (bass) and Bill Thomashower (baritone). 
The award-winning Big Apple Chorus holds rehearsals on 
Mondays at the Norman Thomas High School, 111 East 33rd 
Street (at Park Avenue). Guys who love to sing are welcome 
to join the group. If you are interested in joining the group, 
please check their website at bigapplechorus.org. 

Big Apple Chorus Quartet on Stage

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
http://bigapplechorus.org


ison Avenue and a 
townhouse at 38 East 
38th Street “may mer-
it designation and 
need to be assessed 
in the context of the 
agency’s priorities for 
the city. The Church 
of Our Saviour at 55-
59 Park Avenue may 
merit designation, 
but is not a priority at 
this time.”

We will let you know if these properties come up for a hear-
ing at the LPC, although we think it will not happen soon. In 
the meantime we will continue working for more buildings 
to receive landmark status in order to preserve and protect 
the historic residential core of Murray Hill. 
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Construction Updates Affecting Murray Hill

Our LPC Proposal to Landmark 29 Buildings in Murray Hill
by Susan Demmet, Chair, Preservation & Design Committee

First, a bit of history: in 2013, 151 buildings in Murray Hill 
were added to the National Register of Historic Places. 
The Preservation & Design Committee of The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association asked the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission to landmark those 151 buildings. The LPC 
denied our request for expansion of the Murray Hill Histor-
ic District to the boundaries of the National Register of His-
toric Places and suggested that instead, we request landmark 
status for some contiguous rows and individual buildings.

The P&D Committee did a walk-about early last year and 
identified 29 buildings worthy of landmarking. Forms were 
filled out and photos of the 29 buildings with descriptions 
were assembled and sent to the LPC in April of 2016. Peti-
tions were signed by you, our members and neighbors, and 
letters were sent out to homeowners asking for support. 

In October, we received a disappointing response from the 
LPC. They have chosen only 3 of the 29 buildings for consid-
eration. Their letter states that the Morgan Hotel at 237 Mad-

East 34th Street Transitway Project. The New York City 
Department of Design and Construction has been managing 
a capital infrastructure project to replace existing trunk and 
distribution water mains and some sewers on 34th Street, on 
3rd Avenue between East 33rd and East 35th Street, on 2nd 
Avenue between East 33rd and East 35th Street, and on 1st 
Avenue between East 33rd and East 34th Street. In addition, 
bus bulbs for the M34 Select Bus Service are being installed 
on East 34th Street between Lexington Avenue and the FDR 
Drive. This project began in Spring 2014 and has an antici-
pated completion date of Fall 2016.
Work on this project includes, but is not limited to: instal-
lation and relocation of trunk and distribution water mains, 
sewer and catch basins; installation of bus bulbs, bus pads 
and reconstruction of curbs and sidewalks; private utility 
relocations; street lighting and traffic signals; roadway re-
construction; and tree pruning and planting.
Pershing Square West Reconstruction. The New York 
City Department of Design and Construction is managing a 
capital reconstruction project to replace existing infrastruc-
ture of trunk and distribution water mains and sewers at 
Park Avenue West from East 40th to East 42nd Street, East 
40th Street from Park to Madison Avenue, and East 42nd 
Street from Vanderbilt to Lexington Avenue. In addition, a 
pedestrian plaza will be constructed at Park Avenue West 
from East 41st to East 42nd Street. This project began in 
the Spring of 2014 and has an anticipated completion in the 
Spring of 2017.

Park Avenue Tunnel Rehabilitation. The New York City 
Department of Transportation Division of Bridges maintains 
the Park Avenue Tunnel, and will begin the project to reha-
bilitate and repair this 100+ year old structure, which runs 
from East 33rd Street to East 40th Street beneath the Park Av-
enue malls. The work is scheduled to begin in January 2017, 
and is expected to take approximately 24 months. The tun-
nel will be closed from 9pm to 6am on weeknights and from 
9pm to 6am on weekends, Friday through Monday morning. 

The work will involve structural, electrical, mechanical and 
fire protection improvements and will also include safety 
improvements at intersections and beautification of sur-
rounding areas. For the outside renovations and improve-
ments, the DOT is planning to use construction materials 
consistent with the character of the neighborhood and will 
restore any areas that are disturbed.

The Resident Engineer for this project has informed us that 
they think the Park Avenue Tunnel Project will be complet-
ed before the MTA Emergency Ventilation Project work is 
anticipated to begin. 

East Side Access Project. Sidewalk restoration and util-
ity work is currently underway at Park Avenue and 37th 
Street. Pedestrian paths will continue to be rerouted around 
the work area to allow both operations to continue concur-
rently in order to expedite the construction. Coordination 
with adjacent properties as well as city utility providers has 
impacted the progression of the work. The contractor ex-

Townhouse at 38 East 38th Street

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/MURRAY_HILL_HISTORIC_DISTRICT_EXTENTIONS_2004.pdf
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/MURRAY_HILL_HISTORIC_DISTRICT_EXTENTIONS_2004.pdf
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JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188
917-854-6055

joanndkaplan@gmail.com

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents 

with care for 16 years
Paintings, Single Items, Entire 

Estates
Call 212.447.0572

for an appointment in my office
or in your home

pects the sidewalk restoration to be completed in December. 
Once complete, the street and sidewalk will be restored and 
the site will be cleared of materials and equipment. The site 
will be reduced significantly and remain an access point for 
concrete and deliveries through project completion in 2022.
Queens Midtown Tunnel Rehabilitation. One tube of the 
Queens Midtown Tunnel will be closed every weekend, Fri-
day night through Monday morning, to accommodate on-
going Superstorm Sandy restoration work. One lane in each 
direction will always remain open in the other tube during 
periods when one tube is closed. Depending on the nature 
of the work, either the Queens-bound or Manhattan-bound 
tube may be closed. Weeknight Manhattan-bound (north) 
tube closures currently in effect will continue. In addition, 
the Manhattan Exit Plaza is undergoing rehabilitation. The 
two projects are running concurrently in order to accom-
modate an accelerated work schedule and will shorten the 
overall project duration. This project originally targeted for 
completion in the Fall of 2019 now has an expected comple-
tion of Summer 2018.
Motorists should expect heavy delays, allow extra time or 
use an alternate route or public transportation if possible. 
MTA Emergency Ventilation Project. The scoping stage 
of the MTA project to build a ventilation plant for the 4, 5 
and 6 subway lines running beneath Park Avenue is com-
pleted. Construction is not expected to begin for several 
years, and the MTA has indicated in the scoping document 
that the construction phase is projected to last for two years.

The next step in this process is the release of the MTA’s Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement, expected this Fall. Af-
ter the DEIS has been released, there will be another public 
meeting to discuss the City’s response to the questions raised 
by the community. The “no build alternative” will be cov-
ered in the DEIS document. Upon receipt of the DEIS, The 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association will hold a member 
meeting prior to the public meeting to discuss the document 
and what needs to be done and communicated to the MTA.  
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer sent a letter to 
Veronique Hakim, President of the MTA New York City 
Transit conveying the concerns of Murray Hill residents 
about environmental impacts relating to this project. In ad-
dition to traffic congestion and safety issues at intersections 
already burdened by the East Side Access construction, 
there are concerns that the ventilation plant, when finished, 
might create noise audible to residents of the neighborhood 
when testing of the system is needed. She also raises the con-
cern that potential exposure to toxins produced or released 
in the subway or at Grand Central will be hazardous to this 
densely residential neighborhood.
This large project is the first attempt in Manhattan to build 
a free-standing ventilation plant for the subway, directly 
through the street. Closing two of three lanes on Park Av-
enue will add to the existing traffic congestion. 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.sargesdeli.com
mailto:joanndkaplan%40gmail.com?subject=
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On September 29, The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association held 
its annual Members Meeting at 
the Armenian Evangelical Church 
at 152 East 34th Street to a stand-
ing room only crowd. MHNA 
members were eager to hear the 
updates on quality of life issues in 
our neighborhood presented by 
our elected officials and their staff 
as well as from other City depart-

m e n t s . 
Speakers 
were Liz Krueger, New York State 
Senator, District 28; Dan Garod-
nick, City Council Member, 4th 
District; from Rosie Mendez’s of-
fice, Matt Viggiano and Carlina 
Rivera; Emily Campbell, Commu-
nity Liaison for the Department of 
Design & Construction’s  East 34th 
Street Transitway Project, which is 
nearing completion, Ahmed Ti-

The Annual Members Meeting Was Standing Room Only!

gani from Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer’s of-
fice and Joyce Mulvaney, Ray Webb and Christopher Sala-
dino from the MTA Queens-Midtown Tunnel Restoration 
project. This project will have an accelerated work schedule 
with the goal of shortening the duration of the project.
We share with you some of the photos from the meeting.

Liz Krueger, New York State 
Senator, District 28

Dan Garodnick, City Council 
Member, 4th District Members of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association at Annual Meeting
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In Memoriam: James Scott Glascock—
Active Member of the Amateur Comedy 
Club for 35 Years

James Scott Glascock, one of the more prolific forces on and 
offstage at the Amateur Comedy Club over the past 35 years, 
died of an illness at his home in Manhattan at the age of 64 
on August 27. 
Glascock joined the ACC as an active 
member in 1981. He was president from 
1990 to 1992. Glascock appeared in 18 
major productions at the ACC, the last 
as Mr. Frencham in Not Now, Darling in 
2015. He directed three productions, participated in special 
projects and was on many committees. He served as Club 
Administrator and was a tireless champion of the Century 
Fund as a means of financing major Clubhouse expenses 
while helping to keep dues low. He was a dedicated archi-
vist, selecting photographs of the ACC’s plays and assem-
bling them for display in the Green Room.
Glascock was also active in the Blue Hill Troupe and the 
Lambs Club, and was president of the Yale Club in Manhat-
tan in 2015-2016.
He is survived by his mother in Virginia and several cousins.  

Proud resident of Murray Hill 
for 20 years specializing in 

co-op, condo, townhouse and 
investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
Lic. Associate RE Broker 

(o) 212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 660 Madison Ave, NY, 
NY 10065. Real estate agents affiliated with The Corcoran Group are independent 
contractor sales associates and are not employees of The Corcoran Group.   

                                    

BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

Plots and Plans a New Book by Tata 
Bosboom Is Set in Historic Murray Hill
Long time MHNA member, Tata Bos-
boom, is back in the publishing world with 
new release Plots and Plans, a gripping 
mystery story about politics, ambition, in-
trigue and murder set in Historic Murray 
Hill. The ambitious schemer, Emmet Phil-
lippi, seeking personal glory, connects with 
a little-known politician, Waverly Hampton. Events take a 
deadly turn when Emmett’s computer mind takes over, ana-
lyzing everything, thoughts never crashing and filling in the 
missing pieces. He lives for plots and plans, the excitement, 
the planning and anticipation!
Tata Bosboom was born in Pennsylvania and lived her adult 
life in NYC where she attended Feagin School/American 
Academy of Dramatic of Arts and New York University.  A 
playwright and screen writer with properties optioned for 
stage and screen, she is a member of Dramatists Guild and 
the Mystery Writers of America. A world traveler, she is 
familiar with the worlds of art, politics, health and diplo-
matic corps, which she combined in her first novel Executive 
Privilege. Tata resides in New York City and Delray Beach, 
Florida.
Plots and Plans is available on Amazon.com.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:bms%40corcoran.com?subject=
mailto:dgbar@msn.com
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The MHNA Welcomes New Business Sponsor, Dr. Ziad Jalbout 

Worship with us this Christmas  
at Church of the Incarnation  

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Sunday, December 11 at 5 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
Sunday, December 18, 11 am Service 

Rehearsal Saturday, December 17, 10 am 
Open to all children ages 3 to 10. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
5 pm Children’s Eucharist 
9:30 pm Musical Prelude 
10 pm Festival Eucharist 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist 
11 am Holy Eucharist 

with a visit to the crèche for children.   
 

209 Madison Avenue at East 35 Street, 212-689-6350 
www.incnyc.org/info@churchoftheincarnation.org 

The MHNA is pleased to welcome new Business Sponsor 
Dr. Ziad Jalbout, who has a private practice at Making You 
Smile Cosmetic Dental Studio. The practice offers a wide 
range of treatment covering almost all aspects of dentistry 
in one place. 
Dr. Jalbout, a graduate of New York University College of 
Dentistry, has 15 years of experience in aesthetic and implant 
dentistry. He has been in Murray Hill since 2009 and plans 
to serve his current and future patients in Manhattan for 
many decades to come.
Dr. Jalbout earned a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree, com-
pleted a two-year full time Certificate Program in Implant 
Dentistry and a one-year full time Fellowship in Implant 
Dentistry at New York University College of Dentistry. He 
obtained his National Board Certificate from the Joint Com-
mission on National Dental Examinations in 2000 and was 
certified by the North East Regional Board of Dental Exam-
iners in 2003. Dr. Jalbout holds active dental licenses in New 
York and New Jersey. Dr. Jalbout is also Diplomate of the 
International Congress of Oral Implantologists.
Dr. Jalbout is a Clinical Associate Professor and the Former 
Director of the Implant Honors Program at New York Uni-
versity College of Dentistry, Department of Periodontology 
and Implant dentistry. Dr. Jalbout has taught in the Aesthet-
ic and Comprehensive programs, and he now teaches other 

dentists at 
the Lin-
hart Con-
t i n u i n g 
Education 
I m p l a n t 
Program 
where he 
f o c u s e s 
on aes-
thetic im-
plant den-
tistry and 
minimal-
ly invasive 
s u r g e r y 
and im-
plant procedures.
Dr. Jalbout has written 18 scientific papers and has co-au-
thored or contributed chapters to several textbooks, and is 
the co-author of The Glossary of Implant Dentistry refer-
ence book in implant dentistry.
Dr. Jalbout is also a winner of the Opencare.com’s 2015 Pa-
tients’ Choice Awards for New York Dentists. 
Address:
Making You Smile Cosmetic Dental Studio
36 East 36th Street   1D, (between Madison & Park Avenue)
Office hours:
Monday and Friday: 8am to 8pm
Tuesday and Thursday: 9am to 5pm
Wednesday: 12pm to 8pm
Saturday: 8am to 3pm
Contact:
Telephone: 646-484-0197, Fax 646-478-9796
Email: care@makingyousmile.nyc
Website: makingyousmile.nyc

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:care%40makingyousmile.nyc?subject=
http://makingyousmile.nyc
http://www.churchoftheincarnation.org
mailto:info%40churchoftheincarnation.org?subject=
mailto:ttmurrayhill%40gmail.com?subject=
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Glass and Gold at Gallery35 until December 3

A two-person show, Glass and Gold, featuring the work of 
Ellen Mandelbaum and Karen Fitzgerald opened at Gal-
lery35 on October 29 and continues through December 3, 
with a closing reception on that date from 3-5pm. The artists 
presented a demonstration and gave a talk about their work 
on November 13 at the gallery.
In 2006, Mandelbaum and Fitzgerald studied gilding to-
gether with master gilder, Bill Gauthier. Both artists explore 
the metaphorical and metaphysical aspects of light as well as 
incorporating gilding extensively in their work. Since paint-
ing on glass is similar to working with watercolor, the two 
artists play with the delicacy of layering pigment, demon-
strating their sensitivity to the interplay of pigment, light 
and ground. Often their work appears to float in space. 
Mandelbaum began her career as a watercolor painter, but 
later switched to working with glass. Her work appears in 
many public spaces; she has been commissioned to cre-
ate glass-based work across the United States. Her work 
often exhibits a gestural brushwork, with roots in the Ab-
stract Expressionist style. Using fusing processes, she first 
paints freely on sheets of glass. The glass is then fired in a 
kiln, binding color and nuance of brushwork directly into 
the glass. These sheets are sometimes exhibited whole, as a 
light-permeable painting. Often, Mandelbaum will cut the 
sheets up and reassemble pieces into huge forms which can 
span three to five windows. For many works in the Gallery 
35 exhibit Mandelbaum layered painted glass over water col-
ors—to create “inner windows”—stained glass that can be 
displayed on a wall.
Fitzgerald has exhibited across the U.S. as well. Her work 
utilizes gilded grounds on tondo forms. These grounds are 

covered with 
small squares of 
super-thin pre-
cious metals. 
(A sheet of 23k 
gold is much 
thinner than a 
single, human 
hair.)  She has 
been creating 
round works for 
nearly 30 years. 
Fitzgerald thins 
oil paint until 
it is in a fluid 
form, building 
up layers and 
producing a lu-
minous, subtle, 
rich surface. The 

paint is added on top of 
the gilded surface. The 
gilded ground, whether 
copper, silver, 23k gold 
or 12k gold provides a 
distinctly “other-world-
ly” feel. The gilded 
surfaces are dynamic, 
responding to ambi-
ent light in subtle ways, 
evoking a universal 
space which includes 
our physical plane. 
All events are free and open to the public. Outside of public 
hours, the gallery is open by appointment only. Gallery35 is 
located at 30 East 35th Street. For inquiries and additional 
information, contact Karen Fitzgerald by phone, 646-369-
7184, or email Karen@FitzgeraldArt.com and Ellen Mandel-
baum 917-324-3292 (phone), or email ellen@ellenmandel-
baum.com.

Annunciation by Karen Fitzgerald

I Dream of Golden Willows by Ellen Mandelbaum

Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.leparisiennyc.com
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MHNA Testifies at Public Hearing for Changes to Street Fair Rules 

The New York City Street Activity Permit Office has pro-
posed changes to street fair rules. The significant changes 
would be a reduction in the number of street fairs in some 
neighborhoods, a requirement that 50% of the vendors must 
be neighborhood businesses, higher fees and a deadline one 
month in advance of the street fair date for submitting the 
list of vendors to the City for approval. A public hearing was 
held on October 13, and the comment period was extended 
to October 24. The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, 
which has been producing an annual street fair for over 40 
years, testified at the public hearing. The testimony was pre-
pared by Thomas Horan, Chair of the Street Fair Commit-
tee. Read the full testimony. 

A very large and lively crowd showed up at the hearing. Non-
profit groups that sponsor street fairs, professional street 
fair organizers and street fair vendors, in addition to those 
who represented other neighborhood interests testified at 
the hearing. Several Chambers of Commerce, Community 
Boards and Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer also 
testified. Many were there as observers with printed signs in 

support of street fairs..

Street fair sponsors (like the MHNA) who raise money from 
the fairs, unanimously said that the new rules would hurt 
them, they might put the fairs out of business and might 
even doom the non-profit organizations that are doing good 
works for the neighborhoods. Some groups said that they 
would lose a significant source of funding. There was gen-
eral agreement that the requirement of 50% neighborhood 
businesses was not achievable.

Professional street fair organizers such as Mardi Gras and 
Clearview Festival Productions commented on how the 
fairs provide jobs for immigrants,  women,  people of color 
and populations with low skills that would have difficulty 
making a living otherwise. They want the fairs in midtown 
Manhattan where the tourists are. 

New York City artisans (jewelry makers and crafts people) 
testified that they can’t afford brick and mortar shops and 
they make a living from street fairs. Many are on etsy.com, 
but the street fairs give them an opportunity to talk to people 

http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/cecm/downloads/pdf/cecm-sapo-proposed-street-festival-rules.pdf
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/photos/News/MHNA_Testimony_StreetFairs20161013.pdf
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Patrons ($1,000-$2,499)
16 Park Avenue
35 Park Avenue
48 Park Avenue
50 Park Avenue
67 Park Avenue
77 Park Avenue

Gardeners ($500 - $999)
POPA and The Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association offer individu-
als, small businesses and corpora-
tions the opportunity to sponsor 
professional weekly cleaning, weeding and watering of our beloved 
Malls.  Please join us!

Bartow Insurance
Church of the Incarnation
Interiors by John Chadwick
The Coleture Group
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York
Rodney J. Hilburn
Edwin and Thayer Hochberg
Philip and Cheryl Greenberg
Knockout Renovation
Kanaris Contracting Corp.
The Kitano Hotel
Metropolitan Commercial Bank 
Morgan Stanley, Ann G. Neumann 
Mark and Josephine Mansour 
Barbara Paddock and Jordan Sprechman
Jonathan’s Services Dry Cleaning
Thomas Schumacher 
Sanford Hall Multi-Line Flooring

Happy Holidays To All!                                                            by John Chadwick, 2016 Chairman & Jon Harari, 2016 Co-Chairman

As we enter our Holiday Season, we are so proud of the way 
our Park Avenue Malls have looked.  Our tulips have never 
been more beautiful, our begonias were taller, prouder and 
more regal than ever before and our chrysanthemums sig-
nal the end of summer and are the harbingers of the festive 
Holiday Season approaching.  
Since 1983, when our Founding Chair, Irma Worrell Fisher, 
organized The Patrons of Park Avenue, with a group of civic-
minded citizens, we have asked the buildings that line Park 
Avenue to contribute at least $2,500 per year towards the 
maintenance of our beloved Park Avenue Malls.  Below you 
will see a list of the buildings that have participated.  
The Park Avenue Malls are the jewel in the crown of Murray 
Hill. If you do not see your building listed, please urge your 
Board of Directors or your Management Company to par-
ticipate.  Our Malls are not just for Park Avenue residents. 
They are for everyone!
If you wish to participate or would like more information, 
please contact:
John B. Chadwick
7 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016
Email:  Jchadwick@interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com
Benefactors ($2,500 and up)
2 Park Avenue 23 Park Avenue 70 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue 40 Park Avenue 90 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue 41 Park Avenue 99 Park Avenue
20 Park Avenue 45 Park Avenue

and get feedback on their work. They live in NYC and con-
sider the whole city “their neighborhood”. They also need 
the fairs to be where the tourists are.
Vendors, many of whom live in NYC and make a living from 
street fairs, want more street fairs in the most profitable 
neighborhoods (midtown Manhattan).
The Times Square/Theater business improvement district 
wants fewer fairs. They say that there are disproportionally 
too many fairs in their neighborhood and that traffic impact 
makes it very difficult for people to get to the theater for 
performances and to neighborhood businesses. They said 
that each neighborhood should be viewed individually, and 
there is no “one size fits all” solution.
One pastor asked for no fairs on streets with houses of wor-
ship on their worship days. His parishioners have difficulty 
getting to church and being dropped off by Access-a-Ride, etc.
Some community organizations said that their fairs set a 
“gold standard” for street fairs. They combine street fairs 
for several organizations and incentivize neighborhood 

businesses, non-profits 
and artisans by offer-
ing low cost or even free 
tables. But they still can-
not achieve the goal of 
50% neighborhood busi-
nesses.
Suggestions were to have 
flat fees OR have 20% of 
the take go to the City and to phase in the 50% requirement 
over several years, assessing the results each year. Many peo-
ple commented that the vendors would not commit 1 month 
in advance because they look at the weather reports a week 
before each fair. Also there would be a lot of uncertainty— 
the fair might be cancelled if they don’t achieve the 50% tar-
get, after many of the expenses have already been paid and 
the fees collected. What vendors would commit to a fair un-
der those conditions? Some Community Boards asked the 
City to consult more with them and to provide more trans-
parency on who will get the permits and why.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:Jchadwick%40interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com?subject=


Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

Holiday Activities: 
Winter Family Fair, Sunday, December 11, 2-4:30pm, ages 
3-12. Strolling musicians, other entertainers, crafts, costumes, 
Morgan’s original manuscript of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. 
Caroling: A Renaissance Christmas, Fridays, December 16 and 
23, 6:30-8:30pm, Gilbert Court.
Dubuffet Drawings, through January 2, 2017. Jean Dubuffet, 
1901-1985, favored unique media, like graffiti and children’s 
drawings. This first retrospective of his drawings includes 100 
works from 1935-62.
Hans Memling: Portraiture, Piety and a Reunited Altarpiece, 
through January 8, 2017. The Triptych of Jan Crabbe, ca 1470, 
was dismembered in the 18th century. This is the first time 
it has been reconstructed for an American audience. The 
Morgan owns 2 of the panels.
Charlotte Brontё: An Independent Will, through January 2, 
2017. Literary manuscripts, letters, rare books, her portable 
writing desk, paint box, a modeled dress and other artifacts 
highlight the author’s declaration of herself as “a free human 
being with an independent will” on the 200th birthday of her 
birth.
Word and Image: Martin Luther’s Reformation, through January 
22, 2017. This exhibit celebrates the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation through Luther’s strategic use of media: printed 
books, prints, drawings, paintings and music. Included are 90 
works, many seen for the first time in the U.S. 
Delirium: The Art of the Symbolist Book, January 20-May 14, 
2017. The Symbolist movement grew out of Beaudelaire’s 
visionary poetry. Included are works by Redon, Fantin-
LaTour, Mallarmé and others.
I’m Nobody! Who Are You? The Life and Poetry of Emily 
Dickinson, January 20-May 21, 2017. This enigmatic 19th 
century writer penned over 1,700 poems, but only a small 
number were published. Included are her writings, silhouettes, 
photos, daguerreotypes and illustrations showing how she 
lived and worked.
Treasures from The National Museum of Sweden: The Collections 
of Count Tessin, February 3-May 14, 2017. Core holdings of 
Sweden’s most important art institution were assembled by 
Count Carl Gustav Tessin, 1696-1770, diplomat and art 
collector. Shown are over 75 paintings and drawings.
Special Concert: Three Centuries of Swedish Music, 18th-21st, 
Thursday, March 16, 2017, 7:30pm, by well-known Swedish 
pianist, Per Tengstrand, co-presented with Scandinavia 
House. Exhibit open 6:30pm.
The Morgan has an expanded roster of public programs: 
lectures, concerts, gallery talks, films, family and special 
events. For details: www.themorgan.org, 212-685-0008. Friday 

evenings open until 9pm, 7-9pm FREE. Enjoy a light lunch or 
snack at the Morgan Café or the more formal Dining Room.

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building  
476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

Exhibits:
Alexander Hamilton: Striver, Statesman, Scoundrel, through 
Dec. 31. This exhibit presents NYPL holdings that illustrate 
the many facets of Alexander Hamilton, a complex hero and 
scourge, who with a background as a Caribbean immigrant 
became George Washington’s top aide in the American 
Revolution, created the American financial system, inspired 
many with his writings, and more.
A Curious Hand: The Prints of Henri-Charles Guérard, 1846-
1897, November 2, 2016-February 26, 2017, 3rd Floor. See 90 
works of this printmaker. The NYPL has the largest collection 
of his works in the United States.
Love in Venice, February 10-August 26, 2017. This examines 
literary, artistic and musical aspects of Venice.

Ongoing: 
Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, Photos, texts, objects and videos 
showing the history, vast collections, services and users of the 
NYPL’s Branch and Research Libraries. 
NYPL Digitizes Jewish Oral History Transcripts. Interviews 
with Jewish notables, transcripts and recordings. http://
digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee.

Programs:
Live From the NYPL:  Lectures, discussions with prominent 
experts in many fields. $25 or $40. Discounts for seniors and 
students. For schedule and tickets: www.nypl.org/live. Enter 
at 42nd Street. 
Take a free 1-hour tour of the 42nd Street Library Mon.-
Sat. 11am & 2pm; Sun. 2pm. Or take a self-guided audio 
tour. Details: www.nypl.org/schwarzman; www.nypl.org/
events/programs; 917-275-6975. For free lectures, films and 
computer classes check the Science, Industry & Business 
Library (SIBL), 188 Madison Avenue at 34th Street, and the 
Mid-Manhattan Library, 455 5th Avenue at 40th Street.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building

From September-June CUNY Graduate Center presents a 
wide range of intellectual and cultural programs open to the 
public: concerts, lectures, plays, screenings and art exhibits 
with leaders in diverse fields. Many are free, but for advance 
information and discounted tickets for events with fees 
become a member for $50 a year and support a wonderful 
NYC neighborhood cultural institution: 212-817-7130; www.
gc.cuny.edu/membership. Public Programs: 212-817-8215; 
www.gc.cuny.edu. 
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Arts, Culture & Leisure
Music in Midtown:
FREE concerts Thursdays at 1pm. Doctoral candidates, 
renowned faculty & guest artists. No tickets or reservations. 
Elebash Hall, Main Floor. Also check free evening recitals by 
candidates. 
December 8: Raphael Trio: Beethoven.
February 9, 2017: Chamber Music I. 
February 23: Chamber Music II. 
March 9: Neave Trio. 
March 23: NY Victorian Consort. 
April 6: Thuille Sextet with P. Vinograde, piano. 
April 20: Daniel Gortler and Friends.

Martin Segal Theatre Center: 
Check out international theater events at www.
thesegalcenter.org.

Live@365: A Global Music Series: 
www.liveat365.org for details; 1-888-71-tickets. 

American-Scandinavian Foundation –  
Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

Exhibit: 
Borrowed Time: Icelandic Artists Look Forward, through 
January 14, 2017 (may be extended). Works by Icelandic art-
ists committed to global environmental, economic, cultural 
and social issues.

Concerts: 
Holiday Concert & Traditional Saint Lucia Procession, Sunday 
December 11, 5pm. $25/$20 ASF members. Enjoy Scandina-
vian and American holiday favorites.
Keyboard Conversations with Pianist Jeffrey Siegel: Concerts 
with lively commentary. 
January 10, 2017: Keys to the Classics: Mozart & Beethoven. 
March 23: Golden Age of Piano. 
May 4: Longevity of the Short Piece. All concerts: 8pm; 
$25/$20 ASF members.
Music on Park Avenue with Swedish Pianist Per Tengstrand.
November 17: Beethoven sonatas; 
January 24, 2017: Chamber music; 
February 23: Beethoven sonatas. 
All concerts at 7:30pm, preceded by pre-concert talk at 6:45 
or 7pm (check time). $25/$20 ASF members.
Films: Nordic Oscar contenders and film series from Scandi-
navian countries. (TBA at press time).

Family/Children: 
Swedish Christmas Children’s Workshop: Saturday, December 
3 at 1pm, ages 5-10; $15/$10 ASF members. Registration re-
quired. 

Swedish julpysseldog, Xmas craft day. Candlelit Saint Lucia 
procession. 
Scandinavian Sing-Along: December 7 at 1pm, Ages 1-7. $7/$5 
ASF member. Continues winter/spring 2017.
Scandinavian Storytelling: December 10, 11am, Ages 5+. FREE. 
Continues winter/spring 2017. 
Other Activities: Book Club, language classes, theater, lec-
tures, special events. Check details on their website.
Contact: www.scandinaviahouse.org, 212-779-3587, Face-
book, sign up for emails. Become a member: www.amscan.
org/membership; above number, x715. Gift shop, Smörgås 
Restaurant: Brunch, lunch, dinner; dinner plus films & con-
certs packages: 212-847-9745, 212-686-4230.

Bryant Park
40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:  
behind the 42nd Street Library
Events all year: www.bryantpark.org; 212-768-4242; 
Facebook, Twitter, blog, newsletters, brochures. Eating: 
Kiosks, cafés, restaurants. Big Winter Event: The Pond, our 
local free outdoor ice skating ring, November-February. Xmas 
tree & holiday gift shops. Spring/Summer: Exercise classes, 
bird watching, fencing, chess, petanque, juggling, relaxing & 
movies on the lawn, musical performances & more.

Holiday Concerts in the Met Life Lobby 
Grand Central Terminal
FREE. (Monday-Friday) December 5-16, 12-1pm & 5-6pm. 
Choruses and bands from NYC & suburban high schools, 
including special music auditioned schools like LaGuardia 
HS, also some special adult choirs.

Doctors Orchestra Concert
December 8 at 7:30pm, Norman Thomas HS, 33rd St. between 
Park & Lexington Avenue.
FREE. Donations welcome. This concert features the music of 
Polish composer. Ignatz Waghalter, 1881-1949, whose music, 
lost for many years, was found recently by his grandson. 
London based guest conductor, Alex Walker and violinist, 
Irmina Trynkos. www.waghalter.com. Doctors Orchestra 
website: www.doctorsorchestra.org. 
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320 Lexington Ave (btw 38th & 39th) 212-213-0042 www.blackshackburger.com
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Eastside Rezoning: What You Don’t Know Now May Surprise You Later              by Deborah Baldwin

Ever noticed how OK it is to walk around Midtown with-
out wearing sunscreen? The gradual graying-out of many of 
our streets is about to accelerate under an East Side rezoning 
plan that could go into effect in less than a year.
The plan, which targets a 73-square-block swath from 57th 
to 39th Streets, between Third and Madison avenues, would 
pave the way—almost literally—for more skyscrapers, push-
ing them ever skyward. 
You don’t have to have a trained eye to want improvements 
in, around and below Grand Central Terminal. Navigating 
the sidewalks is a sport. About 750,000 people a day pour 
through this transit center, zigzagging across the Grand 
Concourse and jockeying for space on crammed platforms, 
at the Oyster Bar, and in line at the Apple store.  
And it’s going to get busier. You’ve seen the East Side Ac-
cess Project activity on Park Avenue below Grand Central, 
a foreshadowing of the eventual rerouting of Long Island 
Railroad lines—and some 162,000 passengers—through 
Midtown. And you’ve noticed what’s happening on Vander-
bilt Place, where a 1,401-foot-tall tower is rising alongside 
the station. Maybe you’ve also noticed that it’s already much 
harder to get around than it used to be; now contemplate 
how all those new office workers on Vanderbilt Place will fit 
into the slivers of public space the city makes available after 
developers take their share.   

Despite the population overflow, city planners have worried 
about the exodus of commercial tenants from Midtown, just 
as the long-awaited Second Avenue subway staggers south 
from 96th Street, seeking customers. 

Why would tenants leave at a time like this? Many Midtown 
buildings were designed during the Mad Men era or even 
earlier. They may have interior columns, while today’s mov-
ers and shakers hunger for open vistas. Developers would 
like to gut and rebuild existing buildings or tear them down 
in favor of taller, denser structures. In planning lingo, they 
would like to increase the floor-area ratio, or FAR. A higher 
FAR means a larger population and presumably greater tax 
and MTA revenues. It could also mean 6.6 million addition-
al square feet of office space, and some unnamed number of 
additional people on the ground, most notably during lunch 
and rush hours. 

Three years ago, to address the need to revitalize East Mid-
town, the Bloomberg administration issued a zoning plan 
that pressed for bigger, higher skyscrapers. The plan hit an 
avalanche of criticism, including a sharply worded sizing-
up by Michael Kimmelman, of The New York Times, who 
wrote: “If New York wants to learn from London, Tokyo and 
Shanghai, the lessons aren’t about erecting new skyscrapers. 
Big cities making gains on New York are investing in rail sta-
tions, airports and high-speed trains.”

Planners went back to their computers, modifying the pro-
posal to make it more sensitive to the swamp-like conditions 
on the streets, including the northern edges of Murray Hill. 
Under the new plan, developers would be encouraged to im-
prove sidewalks, subway platforms and streets in exchange 
for rights to rebuild or replace existing buildings.

At the same time, new incentives would encourage the 
owners of historic buildings, like St. Patrick’s Cathedral, to 
trade their air rights for coveted landmark status (and cash 
for preservation and maintenance). These air rights could 
travel, allowing a developer to shift them from one part of 
Midtown to another. 

For the past two years, a district steering committee, co-
chaired by Council Member Daniel R. Garodnick and Man-
hattan Borough President Gale Brewer, has worked to stay 
on top of the details. 

“The big picture here is that East Midtown needs a rezon-
ing, it needs a jolt,” Council Member Daniel R. Garodnick 
said in testimony before the Department of City Planning in 
September. “I think we are on a much better path today,” he 
added, at the same time raising a number of pointed ques-
tions.  

The Landmarks Preservation Commission is in the process 
of landmarking 12 buildings, on top of the 38 that have al-

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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ready been landmarked in the district, and that sounds like 
progress. “That said,” Garodnick testified, “we are opening 
the door to landmark air rights transfers...by setting aside a 
percentage of each sale for public improvements. We have 
not heard, however, how the Department of City Planning 
intends to accomplish that, and at what rates. There has been 
no public scrutiny of the MTA’s proposed transit improve-
ments, or the proposed square footage value of those im-
provements.” And what of the Transportation Department’s 
plan for open space? Has the public had a chance to weigh in?
The bottom line: The transit authority may or may not get 
developers to cough up enough money to actually enhance 
your descent into the beehive under Grand Central Termi-
nal. They may get the right to make the area denser; we may 
or may not get more livable streets—wider sidewalks and 

no-car pedestrian plazas, for example. (Remember when 
developers who wanted to build high had to set aside public 
space between the sidewalk and the lobby? What happened 
with that, anyway?) It’s also not clear how development 
rights from landmarks or transit improvements will affect 
the amount of housing, Garodnick pointed out. 

The developer who has taken charge of that stretch along 
Vanderbilt Place has agreed to sink $220 million into public 
space improvements. Is that a lot or a little? When all the 
dust has settled, how much difference will it make? From 
what you can tell walking around, it probably won’t amount 
to very much. 

Deborah Baldwin is a writer and editor who has lived in 
Murray Hill since 1999.

Proposed Bill to Raise the 12-FAR Limit for Residential Buildings Discussed By a Panel of 
Experts 

On September 19, the Municipal Art Society of New York 
hosted a panel of experts to discuss a controversial bill 
S5469(Felder)/A7807(Wright) to lift the limit on residential 
densities in New York City. These proposed changes to the 
zoning law are being analyzed as we approach the 100th an-
niversary of the original New York City zoning law, which 
was passed in 1916.
This bill, supported by the NYC Mayor’s Office, was pro-
posed in Albany just before the close of the last session, but 
didn’t advance in either house. Senator Liz Krueger, New 
York State Senator 28th District, representing the East Side 
of Manhattan, assisted by the advocacy and education of-
fered by key community groups and preservation experts, 
including the MAS and Friends of the Upper East Side His-
toric Districts were instrumental in putting this legislation 
on hold. The New York State Multiple Dwelling Law cur-
rently limits residential buildings to a 12 Floor Area Ratio. 
The floor area ratio is the regulation controlling the size of 
buildings. FAR is the ratio of total building floor area to the 
area of its zoning lot. The limit was adopted in 1961 to pro-
hibit buildings that were considered to be oversized. The new 
bill would apply to residential buildings in New York City—
giving the City the ability to lift the 12-FAR limit in specific 
instances—and was conceived as a path towards expanding 
affordable housing. The bill would have amounted to one of 
the most sweeping zoning changes in history. However, it 
was tabled for further review by the State Legislature. 
For a long time zoning decisions have been made without 
public involvement. The current administration is trying 
to do things better regarding community involvement and 
transparency. State Senator Liz Krueger in her July newslet-
ter stated, “Infrastructure in Manhattan is already strained 
to the limit. What communities in my district and through-

out the city are calling for is neighborhood-based commu-
nity planning.” 
State Senator Liz Krueger spoke at the MAS meeting, as did 
the President of MAS, Gina Pollara. In addition, there were 
four panelists: Carl Weisbrod, Chairman of the NYC Plan-
ning Commission, Moses Gates, urban planner, Michael 
Kwartler, President, Environmental Simulation Center and 
George Janes, Founding Principal, George M. Janes & As-
sociates. Their views are summarized below. 
Gina Pollara remarked that people are apprehensive about 
the changes that are taking place in the City. She noted that 
we are planning now for New York City 50-100 years from 
today. 
Carl Weisbrod expressed the opinion that zoning and plan-
ning are better when done at a local level where there are 
processes for review and discussion. The community boards 
should be brought into the process. We should go through 
an extensive planning process if a developer wants more 
than 12 FAR. Oversight should also be provided by local 
government entities, since the State doesn’t have the exper-
tise. Zoning changes should be decided on a neighborhood 
by neighborhood basis, and communities should be able to 
reject zoning changes. The new rules would work with the 
Mandatory Inclusionary Housing law. The City needs more 
density to help solve the problems of over-crowding and 
homelessness. 
Moses Gates stated that we should provide housing where 
the jobs are and jobs where the housing is. Affordable hous-
ing is needed for an equitable city.
Michael Kwartler urged that we need to have a better un-
derstanding of the consequences of any zoning changes and 
should have a substantive conversation before changing 
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zoning laws. The analyses should be formatted in a way that 
makes sense to the lay public so that the public can partici-
pate in the decision-making. We need more time to deliber-
ate before the final text of the law is released.
George Janes remarked that buildings are expensive to 
build—we need to lift the FAR cap. In business districts we 
want mixed-use buildings with non-residential uses on the 
ground floor. Mandatory Inclusionary Housing can’t be done 
in R10 districts, preservation districts, or historic districts. 
This leaves few places to construct buildings with MIH in 
some neighborhoods. If we want mixed income communi-
ties, the FAR cap must be lifted so that larger buildings can 
be built. 
Some of the other issues that came up in the zoning dis-
cussion were:
The City should make zoning decisions, not the State. We 
should move the FAR caps into City zoning law, but this 
could have an unintended consequence of leading to unfet-
tered development on state-owned land. Now the State is 
limited by its own laws to the 12 FAR. Under current law, the 
State can override city zoning laws. The MTA can also vio-
late city zoning, building and fire codes. We need to reverse 
the section of the State law that allows this.
We are in the process of a careful rezoning of East Mid-
town for Class A office space. The rezoning is not intended 

to increase residential space in this area, but East Midtown 
would have the potential for upzoning under the proposed 
new law. It is a very dense area both commercially and for 
residential buildings. City planning should look at what 
would be gained and lost. We don’t want to lose affordable 
housing by upzoning.
Alternatives were discussed such as whether there should be 
a cap on the transfer of development rights to prevent super-
tall skyscrapers. Or should affordable housing be supported 
using other remedies, such as subsidies? Zoning is not the 
only tool. Perhaps a new 421-A tax law would be a more ef-
fective tool. Tools can be stacked on top of each other. MIH 
provides permanently affordable housing; the 421-A tax 
break does not. Or should affordable housing go to other 
neighborhoods where housing is not as dense?
We will keep you posted as we learn more about zoning 
changes. The Legislature begins a new session in January. 
The bill may or may not be re-introduced.

The Union League Club Joins the Movie Set
You may want to look out for a glimpse of the ‘hood’ in these 
movie and TV projects which were spotted filming in Mur-
ray Hill.
On August 2, vintage cars parked in front of the Union 
League Club, dressed the set for Z, based on the life of Zelda 
Fitzgerald.
Other film and TV projects shooting in Murray Hill from 
November 2015 to October 2016:
Billions, Bull, The Detour, Deuce, Elementary, The Girl on the 
Train, Gypsy, Madam Secretary, Orange Is the New Black, 
Younger
In ad-
dition, 
there 
were 3 
com-
mercial 
shoots 
for car 
and 
clothing 
compa-
nies. Vintage cars parked outside the Union League ClubMurray Hill, January 2015

Holiday season on the Park Avenue Malls

Library Tour Sold Out!
The Preservation & Design Committee’s Private Library 
Tour and Reception on October 26 was sold out! Look for 
the full article and photos in the Spring 2017 issue of the 
Murray Hill Life.

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/upzone#English
http://rules.cityofnewyork.us/tags/421-3
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Before Hillary There Was Victoria Woodhull
A Murray Hill resident was the first woman to run for Presi-
dent, nominated by the Equal Rights Party in 1872. Her 
running mate was the former slave and abolitionist leader 
Frederick Douglas. It is remarkable that she did this before 
women were granted the right to vote. Victoria California 
Clafin Woodhull was an advocate for women’s rights, in-
cluding suffrage, the 8-hour work day, a graduated income 
tax, social welfare programs, profit sharing, free love and the 
legalization of sex work.
Born in 1838 in a rural town in Ohio, Victoria had an abu-
sive childhood, with little education and an unhappy first 
marriage to Canning Woodhull, a doctor. She believed in 
spiritualism, and her first career was as a successful medi-
um. Sometime around 1866, she married her second hus-
band, Colonel James Harvey Blood. Together with her sister, 
Tennessee Clafin, they moved to New York City where the 
two sisters opened a brokerage firm, Woodhull, Clafin and 
Company in 1869 at 44 Broad Street, with the assistance of 
Commodore Vanderbilt, who had a close relationship with 
Tennessee. They were the first women to operate a broker-
age firm and were called “the Queens of Finance” and “the 
Bewitching Brokers.” In 1870, the two sisters founded a 
newspaper, the Woodhull and Clafin’s Weekly, which advo-
cated feminism and was used to support Victoria’s bid for 
the presidency. The paper is also known for printing the first 
English version of Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto in its 
December 30, 1871 edition. 
However, other supporters of the suffrage movement, in-
cluding Susan B. Anthony and Henry Ward Beecher, did 

not get along with Victoria, 
primarily because they thought 
she was too ambitious, and she 
threatened to expose Beecher’s 
infidelities. Woodhull was ar-
rested on charges of obscenity 
and libel, but after a sensational 
trial, she was acquitted. 

Victoria and Colonel Blood 
lived in Murray Hill at 15 E. 38th 
Street. (The building no longer 
exists.) In October 1876, Wood-
hull divorced James Blood. Less 
than a year later, when Com-
modore Vanderbilt died, his son William Henry Vanderbilt 
gave Victoria and Tennessee a large sum of money, which 
enabled them to leave the country and establish themselves 
in England. There, she published the magazine The Humani-
tarian. In 1883, she married an English banker, John Bid-
dulph Martin. She died in England in 1927.

The 1980 Broadway musical Onward Victoria was inspired 
by Woodhull’s life.  

In March 2008 she was honored by the Office of the NYC 
Manhattan Borough President, Scott Stringer,  and was in-
cluded in the Women’s Rights Historic Sites Map.  

Victoria Bond composed the opera Mrs. President about 
Woodhull. It premiered in 2012 in Anchorage, Alaska.  

Source: Wikipedia. 

Victoria Woodhull by Mathew 
Brady c. 1870

Murray Hill in the News
October 17, 2016, New York Times, Future Neighbor Will 
Tower Over Grand Central, but Allow It to Shine, by Matt 
A. V. Chaban. 
October 10, 2016, New York Times, New York City May Dou-
ble Number of Food Vendor Permits, by Samantha Schmidt. 
The City Council intends to consider legislation that would 
gradually double the number of food vendor permits issued 
over the course of seven years.
October 7, 2016 | Updated October 10, 2016, DNAinfo, 
82-Year-Old Woman Thrown to Ground During Murray 
Hill Mugging, Police Say, By Ben Fractenberg. Anyone with 
information regarding this incident is asked to call the NYPD’s 
Crime Stoppers hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Span-
ish, 1-888-57-PISTA (74782). The public can also submit their 
tips by logging onto the Crime Stoppers website at www.nyp-
dcrimestoppers.com. 
October 5, 2016, DNAinfo.com, East Midtown Rezoning 
Plan: What You Need to Know, by Noah Hurowitz.
September 21, 2016, politico.com, De Blasio administration 

proposes sweeping changes to street fairs, by Laura Nahmias.
September 21, 2016, New York Post, City wants to bring in 
local vendors to ‘soulless’ street fairs, by Michael Gartland.  
September 16, crainsnewyork.com, 2016, Waldorf Astoria’s 
new owner vows to work with city on preserving hotel inte-
rior: Anbang Insurance Group will be converting the hotel, 
it bought last year for $1.95 billion, into a a luxury condo, 
by Bloomberg News. The new owner of Manhattan’s Wal-
dorf Astoria said it will work with New York City officials 
to maintain the hotel interior’s distinctive Art Deco details 
after preservationists raised concerns that a condominium 
conversion may threaten them.
September 14, 2016, DNAinfo.com, Internet Browsing Cut 
at LinkNYC Kiosks to Curtail Porn and Squatters, by Noah 
Hurowitz. 
September 11, 2016, nypost.com, Article about public 
indecency at a Wi-Fi Link kiosk, by Priscilla DeGregory and 
Sophia Rosenbaum. 
September 10, 2016, newyorkyimby.com, Facade Paneling 
Soon to Rise on 33-Story, 69-Unit Tower At 172 Madison 
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Avenue, Midtown South, by Jackie Strawbridge. 
September 7, 2016, crainesnewyork.com , Developer pitches 
alternative to affordable-housing units at Chelsea project: 
Acuity Capital Partners offers to donate cash to affordable-
housing fund, by Joe Anuta. Legislators still have the power 
to deny Acuity’s application to change the height and bulk of 
the project’s appearance. To appease the opposition, Acuity 
has offered to put money into a yet-to-be-created fund that 
would pay for affordable housing elsewhere in the city.
September 2, 2016, crainesnewyork.com, OP-ED, Time to 
make a deal on 421-a: The governor’s offer promises to re-
start rental construction. Let’s nail it down, by Rafael E. Ces-
tero. Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposed amendments to the 
421-a property-tax exemption [offer] a subsidy to wages for 
workers on projects with 300 units or more. Other smaller 
residential projects with fewer units would move forward 
under the reforms to 421-a passed by the state legislature 
in 2015...The 421-a program was created 45 years ago un-
der drastically different housing conditions from what the 
city faces today. Implemented as an economic-development 
tool—not an affordable-housing program—to spur market-
rate housing development, it sought to stem the waves of 
residents leaving the city and jump-start a stalled real estate 
market. Its success is among the many factors contributing 
to the city’s incredible development. 
September 1,2016, gothamist.com, The Best Places In NYC 
To Take Your Out-Of-Town Friends & Family, by Gaby Del 
Valle. WHERE TO TAKE YOUR PARENTS...MORGAN 
LIBRARY & MUSEUM: Despite being both a regional and 
national historic landmark, this museum is less trafficked 
than the Met or the Cloisters.
September 1, 2016, crainesnewyork.com, Experts predict 
city’s midtown east rezoning plan will depress the value of 
air rights: Increased supply of air rights across the district 
will make them less valuable, by Joe Anuta. 
September 1, 2016, Newyorkimby.com, Exterior Comple-
tion Near For 25-Story Mixed-Use Building At 237 East 34th 
Street, Murray Hill, by Evan Bindelglass. Alex Forkosh is 
the developer and C3D Architecture is responsible for the 
design. When a rendering of the building was revealed in 
June of 2014, the plan was for a 23-story, 210-foot-tall struc-
ture. According to the latest permit, approved this year, the 
constructed building does stand 210 feet in height, but with 
25 stories. The total square footage is listed as 97,571. The 
permit also lists 6,282 square feet of commercial space, and 
the Schedule A indicates a commercial unit on the first floor 
and in the cellar. Additionally, 7,002 square feet of commu-
nity facility space is listed. There is 84,286 square feet of resi-
dential space…107 units. 
August 31, 2016, DNAinfo.com, Dapper Serial Robber Held 
Up 6 Banks to Support Drug Addiction: Prosecutors, by 
Noah Hurowitz. MANHATTAN — A serial robber known 

for his rotation of fashionable hats robbed at least six Man-
hattan banks over a five-month span in order to feed a 
long-running heroin addiction…Joseph DiBenedetto, 34, 
of Staten Island…has been connected to robberies or at-
tempted robberies at the following locations, according to 
police: Santander Bank at 250 Lexington Ave. in Murray 
Hill, Santander Bank at 711 Third Ave. in Midtown East...  

August 31, 2016, crainsnewyork.com, City hashes out plan to 
allow landmarked property owners in midtown east to sell 
air rights: The city is conducting an appraisal on the price of 
development rights in the district, by Joe Anuta.  

August 31, 2016, crainesnewyork.com, Health care union says 
NYU Langone plotting to cut benefits: Hospital leaders say de-
cision to leave League of Voluntary Hospitals is not an indica-
tion that it will try to cut workers’ benefits, by Caroline Lewis. 

August 26, 2016, DNAinfo.com, Legend of Murray Hill Tea 
Party Persists 240 Years After Battle of Brooklyn, by Noah 
Hurowitz (Updated August 29, 2016). A little known tea par-
ty on Park Avenue and East 36th Street may have saved lives 
during the American Revolutionary War — if you believe 
the legend... Mary Lindley Murray…whose family and estate 
gave the current-day neighborhood of Murray Hill its name, 
has long been credited with hosting British commander Ad-
miral William Howe and his men in a ploy that gave the re-
treating Americans a chance to escape. [Editor’s Note: You’ll 
hear this story and more, and see the plaque honoring Mary 
Lindley Murray, if you take the MHNA walking tour.]

August 26, 2016, New York Times, New York’s Disappearing 
Storefronts, by Jayne Merkel and Julia Wertz. …Suddenly, I 
saw another downside to the city’s real estate boom. It’s driv-
ing away the unique, friendly places that make living in the 
city worth the effort…The usually well-paying, stable jobs 
lost when family-owned shops close will not be replaced if 
chain stores with fast-changing work forces come in…It’s 
not just rent that’s driving these businesses out…“The tax 
and regulatory climate for a small business is nothing short 
of punishing.” I’m far from the first person to notice the 
rapid deterioration of the city’s street-level fabric. A writer 
who uses the pseudonym Jeremiah Moss has been bemoan-
ing the problem on his blog Vanishing New York since 2007. 
His organization, #SaveNYC, is trying to hold back the tide 
through awareness and grass-roots lobbying…Mr. Moss has 
called for curbs on tax breaks for chain stores, laws ensuring 
reasonable rent increases and fines on landlords who leave 
their storefronts empty. He’s also pushing for a cultural pres-
ervation program, which would protect businesses that have 
contributed significantly to a neighborhood’s social fabric.

August 24, 2016 , Crainsnewyork.com, City releases long-
awaited plan to spur office development in midtown east: 
The rezoning proposal would allow taller buildings to be 
constructed near to Grand Central Terminal, by Joe Anuta. 
The city quietly published…its plan to allow bigger and more 
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modern office towers in midtown east—the first step in the 
formal rezoning of the neighborhood. “This would be the 
highest as-of-right density allowance in the east midtown 
subdistrict, reflecting the [city’s] planning policy of focus-
ing density in areas with excellent access to transit,” wrote 
the Department of City Planning in documents posted on 
its website.

August 10, 2016, New York Times, Owners of Grand Cen-
tral Drop Lawsuit, Clearing Way for a 1,401-Foot-Tall Sky-
scraper, by Charles V. Bagli.  The owners of Grand Central 
Terminal ended a long-running feud on Wednesday with 
the developer of a planned 1,401-foot-tall skyscraper across 
Vanderbilt Avenue from Grand Central in Manhattan.

August  5, 2016, New York Times, New York’s Stalled Residen-
tial Construction: Despite a building boom, some residen-
tial buildings haven’t gotten off the ground, by C.J. Hughes. 
Stalled projects can be found around the city, including…a 
65-story spire on East 37th Street in Midtown…These proj-
ects are in limbo just as the ultraluxury market weakens 
and there are warnings of a coming downturn across the 
board…In 2015, Nef, a Turkish developer, announced plans 
to put up a 65-story condo at 12-14 East 37th Street, a site 
near Madison Avenue that now contains a pair of five-story 
buildings…But as it is, Nef, a six-year-old firm that part-
nered with B & F Management, the property’s owner, never 
filed for building permits, according to city records. And 
this past spring, the property, which has a deli and fast-food 
restaurants at its base and 103,000 square feet of developable 
space, was listed for sale with Ackman-Ziff, before being 
taken off the market in July.

August 4, 2016, DNAinfo, You Told Us: What’s Up With 
Traffic Noise From the Queens Midtown Tunnel?, by Noah 
Hurowitz. MURRAY HILL — Neighbors of the Queens 
Midtown Tunnel are being driven mad by early-morning 
construction noise and late-night honking from cars stuck 
in traffic, they say, and have flooded the city with 311 com-
plaints since work began last year.

August 3, 2016, DNAinfo, These 3 NYC Hospitals Are Mong 
the Best in the U.S., by Nicole Levy. Three New York City 
hospitals have made the cut for the 20 best in America in 
the latest annual ranking by U.S. News and World Report. 
New York-Presbyterian University Hospital, NYU Langone 
Medical Center and Mount Sinai Hospital rank sixth, 10th 
and 15th respectively on the Report’s 2016-2017 honor roll, 
out Tuesday… NYU Langone in Murray Hill ranked second 
in the metro area, earning particularly high scores in geriat-
rics and orthopedics.

July 29, 2016, New York Times, Milton Glaser Still Hearts 
New York, by John Leland. With photo of Milton Glaser in 
his studio on East 32nd Street, where he has worked since 
1965. Mr. Glaser, 87, created one of the most potent designs 
of the last century: I ♥ NY…He said, “What you would want 

is more of a sense of fairness in the city.
7/26/16, ny1.com/news, Campbell Apartment Lounge closing 
in Grand Central Terminal. Grand Central did not renew 
their lease.
7/26/16, New York Times, Zoning Arrived 100 Years Ago. It 
Changed New York City Forever, by David W. Dunlap.   
July 20, 2016, DNAinfo.com, Extell Plans 13-Story Building 
for Third Ave Corner in Murray Hill, by Noah Hurowitz. 
Extell Development Company has filed new building plans 
for 499 and 501 Third Ave., leading to the closure of La Gi-
ara and the possible closure of three other businesses. The 
210-foot-tall building will include 32 residential units as 
well as ground-floor retail…According to a manager at Cin-
ema34 who spoke with DNAinfo last month, the bar will 
close at the end of July, despite having signed a two-year 
lease in January. And the owners of the hotel, meanwhile, 
filed a lawsuit in New York Supreme Court on Wednesday 
asking a judge to determine whether Extell’s termination of 
the hotel’s lease was legitimate, according to The Real Deal.
July 19, 2016, DNAinfo.com. Owner of Rivergate Apts Files 
Plans For New Retail Building, Records Show, by Noah Hu-
rowitz. Joseph Slifka Park is adjacent to the View 34 apart-
ments at 401-429 E. 34th St. in Manhattan. The owner of a 
Murray Hill apartment complex and an adjoining privately-
owned public space has filed plans for a new one-story com-
mercial building, months after getting the OK from Commu-
nity Board 6 for its plan to downsize the park, records show.
July 13, 2016, newyorkyimby.com, Single-Story, 6,000-Square-
Foot Retail Building Filed  at 401 East 34th Street, Kips Bay, 
by Reid Wilson. 
July 10, 2016, gothamist.com, 100 Totally Naked People Got 
Painted In Midtown NYC, by Scott Lynch. Approximately 
100 people got completely naked yesterday afternoon in the 
middle of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza and…were transformed 
into works of living art.

Winter in Murray Hill
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Those of you who attended the recent Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association annual members meeting are familiar 
with The Armenian Evangelical Church of New York at 152 
East 34th Street (between Lexington and 3rd Avenue). The 
AECNY is the oldest Armenian institution in New York 
City, celebrating 120 years since its founding. 
The congregation first began meeting in 1881, when Rev. 
Garabed Nergararian arrived from the Ottoman Empire 
and began conducting prayer meetings in his home for 
New York City’s Armenian community. Later, the prayer 
meetings moved to the City Mission, and were led by Rev. 
Schauffler, whose father was a missionary within the Otto-
man Empire and worked closely with the Armenian Evan-
gelical Church there.
The Church’s first official service was held 120 years ago 
on November 14th, 1896 at the Adams Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church. Rev. H.H. Khazoyan, a seminary student, led 
the initial organization of the AECNY and became its first 
pastor. Although the congregation was small at first, their 
numbers increased due an influx of Armenians fleeing from 
persecution in Turkey. As the numbers grew, it was obvious 
that the Armenian congregation needed their own building. 
Therefore, in November 1921, the AECNY used a donation 
from the Telfeyan family to purchase the current building 
on 34th Street. After months of renovation, the dedica-
tion for the church was held on Christmas Sunday in 1923. 
Shortly afterwards, a pipe organ was installed. The Church 
was renovated again in 1988. Restoration for the pipe organ 
was completed in 1996. The church’s stained glass win-
dows are the work of Armenian-American artist Hovsep 
Pushman.  Rev. Antraning Bedikian, served the church 
for nearly forty years as a preacher and writer (1915-1953). 
He helped many Armenians transition to life in America. 
In the first decades of the twentieth century, the area just 
south of the Church down to the 20’s and east of Lex-
ington Avenue was called “Little Armenia.”  The Arme-
nian immigrants who settled there opened restaurants, 
rug shops, spice stores and other small businesses serv-
ing the community. Kalustyan’s specialty food store was 
an Armenian-owned business, which has kept the same 
name over the years. The business has changed hands, 
but a Kalustyan family member still prepares Armenian 
dishes in the eating area upstairs. 
The 1954 New York Times best-selling novel, A Houseful of 
Love, by Marjorie Housepian Dobkin depicts this neigh-
borhood. Nobel prize-winning writer Sinclair Lewis de-
scribed one of the restaurants in his 1914 novel, Our Mr. 
Wren: The Romantic Adventures of a Gentle Man. “The 
Armenian restaurant is peculiar, for it has foreign food 
at low prices, and is below Thirtieth Street, yet it has not 

become Bohemian. Consequently it has no bad music and 
no crowd of persons from Missouri.”  
The “Little Armenia” neighborhood has changed. This area 
is now called “Curry Hill.” Only a few Armenian restau-
rants remain, and in recent years most of the rug shops have 
closed.  However, there are other Armenian institutions that 
you can see in Murray Hill such as The Permanent Mission 
of Armenia to the UN at 119 East 36th Street and St. Vartan’s 
Cathedral at 630 2nd Avenue.  
The current Reverend is Haig Kherlopian, who hosted the 
MHNA meeting in September.
Sources: 
The Armenian Evangelical Church website.
Tracking Armenians in New York, by Haig Vartanian (Ar-
meniapedia.org, AGBU Magazine, April 2002).
Little Armenia, New York, by Bhavna Patel, March 17, 2014, 
thearmenite.com.
Midtown’s ‘Rug District’ Disappears as Dealers Flee Sky-
High Rents, by Noah Hurowitz, January 7, 2016, DNAinfo.
com.
Hayk, the Ubiquitous Armenian, Armenian Evangelical 
Church.
When Murray Hill was Little Armenia, Ephemeral New 
York.
Wikipedia

The Armenian Evangelical Church of New York Celebrates 120 Years!

The Armenian Evangelical Church in the late 1920’s

http://aecnyc.org
http://armeniapedia.org/index.php?title=New_York_City
http://armeniapedia.org/index.php?title=New_York_City
http://armeniapedia.org/index.php?title=New_York_City
http://thearmenite.com/2014/03/little-armenia-new-york-bhavna-patel/
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20160107/midtown/midtowns-rug-district-disappears-as-dealers-flee-sky-high-rents
http://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/20160107/midtown/midtowns-rug-district-disappears-as-dealers-flee-sky-high-rents
http://www.hayk.net/destinations/new-york-ny/churches/armenian-evangelical-church/
http://www.hayk.net/destinations/new-york-ny/churches/armenian-evangelical-church/
http://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com/2012/04/30/when-murray-hill-was-the-citys-little-armenia/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalustyan%27s#Little_Armenia


www.murrayhillnyc.org The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Winter 2016 23

We’re Listening  continued from page 1

to them as a courtesy before reporting the problem to 311. 
If you think a street corner needs a litter basket, you can 
request one using the Litter basket request form.
Other issues:
Neighborhood businesses: There were many com-
ments about the loss of neighborhood stores, such as grocery 
stores, book stores and restaurants, due to exorbitant rents. 
Trees / Parks / Open Space: There were also comments 
about needing more trees and flowers, having  sick trees 
cared for or replaced and better maintenance of tree beds. 
Bicycles chained to trees should be ticketed. More parks and 
open spaces are sorely needed and the waterfront should be 
improved with bathrooms and food courts. 
Transportation: Respondents requested more frequent 
buses on 2nd and 3rd Avenues, eliminating the express bus-
es on 3rd Avenue and bringing back the bus stops on 34th 
Street that we lost a few years ago.  People would also like the 
return of the 104 bus.
Post Office trucks: In the past year or so, the Post Office 
has been parking 10-15 trucks on 36th Street, 37th Street and 
3rd Avenue from 35th to 37th Street. They block garbage re-
moval, and park in the no standing zone in front of Lexing-
ton and 36th making this corner a pedestrian hazard. 
General maintenance: Respondents requested the re-
moval of old telephone booths, the unused broken fire pull 
station at 34th and Park, and repairing the wall over the tun-
nel on 34th and Park.
What suggestions for improvement do you have 
for Murray Hill?

• More community meetings about local issues.
• More public meetings of the MHNA.
• More information from Community Board 6 on things 

that affect Murray Hill.
• Meetings with local government officials (traffic, NYPD) 

to tackle traffic issues. 
• Fewer street fairs and parades.
• More block parties, street fairs with local businesses. 
• Neighborhood-wide garage sales / flea markets, real 

estate information sharing.
• Food events with local restaurants, neighborhood 

cocktail parties.
• Ways to connect with the community, volunteer.
• More art shows, sculpture displays, concerts, film pre-

sentations and plays.
• More historic walks and house tours.
• Greening / cleaning events.
• More family events, with nominal cost.
• More social events for young people.
• Green markets / farmers markets.

Business Committee News
by Carey Davidson, Chair of the Business & Non-Profit Committee

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Business Com-
mittee, which supports businesses and non-profits in our 
wonderful neighborhood enjoyed a great first few months 
and is excited about new growth and upcoming events. 
With a common goal of helping to promote neighborhood 
businesses with group marketing efforts and neighborhood 
events, our committee has grown to include Neda Heffron 
of the Hotel Chandler and Lillian Seidman, a Murray Hill 
resident. 
Each Tuesday night this past October we were pleased that 
our committee member, the Midtown East/Murray Hill 
Shake Shack donated 15% of each evening meal purchased 
with the promotional flyer to The Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association. A big thank you to Shake Shack for 
your generosity! If you are a business and are interested in 
discussing a similar promotion with us, please email me 
directly at carey@tournesolwellness.com.
We will be launching our very first business networking 
event on December 8 from 9-10:30am at the Hotel Chandler 
at 12 East 31st Street. Come for breakfast, meet your fellow 
community business people, network and learn about cre-
ative holiday decorating ideas with Collin Baer Events! The 
networking event is free and open to Murray Hill businesses. 
It is sponsored by our committee member, Hotel Chandler. 
RSVP required by November 23rd. Register online. For in-
formation email info@murrayhillnyc.org. Space is limited, 
so please sign up early! I’m looking forward to meeting you 
all there!
Please reach out to me directly by email at carey@tourne-
solwellness.com if you are interested in joining our com-
mittee and want to help support businesses in our neigh-
borhood. 

New Citibike Stand on 35th Street at the Corner of Third Avenue
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