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MHNA Quality of Life Forum and General Meeting Held on October 8 
The general meeting of The Murray Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation provided a good opportunity for members to get 
updates on many of the issues of the past year. Guest speak-
ers included local government officials and representatives 
from the New York City Department of Design and Con-
struction and the New York Police Department.

Homelessness
In response to numerous community complaints about 
homeless activity, the Department of Homeless Services has 
announced plans to change the clientele for the 30th Street 
Men’s Shelter, which serves as an intake center. While it will 
remain an intake center, the goal is to fill the 850-bed shelter 
with individuals who are employed or are considered to be 
employable. Other individuals will be transferred to various 
locations throughout the shelter system.  DHS is looking to 
implement these changes by the end of the year, which should 
result in fewer quality of life issues in our neighborhood. 

Councilmember Rosie Mendez reminded residents to call 
911 if they observe illegal activity, or 
see someone in danger to themselves 
or others. This includes public lewd-
ness or other inappropriate behavior. 
Residents are urged to call 311 for 
individuals who may be in need of 
mental health services, but are not 
in immediate danger. When calling, 
you may request to speak directly to 
social service providers. Trained pro-
fessionals from Common Ground or 

the Bowery Residents Coalition will 
respond. Key phrases such as “street homeless” or “homeless 
outreach” will ensure that the street outreach teams receive 
the complaint. Complaints about homeless encampments 
will be directed to NYPD. For more information about 
homelessness, please visit the Resources pages of our web-
site and search for “homeless.”

Phone Scams Targeting Seniors
The New York County District Attorney’s office is warning se-
niors of unsolicited phone calls requesting personal informa-
tion. Illeana Mendoza, Community Coordinator for the District 
Attorney’s office, urged seniors to hang up immediately if they 
receive phone calls stating a family member is being held hos-
tage or has been arrested and needs money as soon as possible. 

Unsolicited phone calls requesting money, personal information, 
donations, or debt collections are often scams. If you believe you 
have been a victim of a scam, please call the District Attorney’s 
Elder Abuse Hotline at 212-335-9007.

Construction on 34th Street
The East 34th Street Transitway Project is on schedule to be com-
pleted in Fall 2016. Emily Campbell, Community Construction 
Liaison for the project, updated residents on the status of con-
struction. The scope of the project includes replacement of in-
frastructure, such as trunk and distribution water mains, sewer 
mains, catch basins, street lighting, traffic signals and roadway 
reconstruction. Upon completion, residents will notice improve-
ments in crosstown bus service, along with expanded sidewalks 
to improve pedestrian flow and allow for growth.

The work completed to date includes distribution water main in-
stallation, except at the intersections of Second Avenue and East 
34th Street and Third Avenue and East 34th Street. The work re-
maining includes trunk water main installation on Second and 
Third Avenues between East 33rd Street and East 35th Street, and 
sewer installation at the intersection of East 34th Street and First 
Avenue. Bus bulb installation and roadway restoration will be 
done after the utility work is complete. If you have any questions 
or concerns about the construction, please email us at info@
murrayhillnyc.org. 

Murray Hill Demographics
52,624 Residents
8,054 Families (children living at home)
Median age: 33 
6% Work at Home
45% Use Public Transportation 
44% Walk or Bike 
58% Have a 4-Year College Degree
16% Have a Graduate Degree
We pay $52,471,800 in Real Estate Taxes
On the same latitude as Madrid and Beijing

Continued on page 18Councilmember Rosie 
Mendez
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President’s Corner
By Diane Bartow, President, MHNA

As the holiday season is upon us, we find 
ourselves reflecting on the past year and 
on those who helped us shape The Mur-
ray Hill Neighborhood Association. We 
value our relationship with our mem-
bers, merchants and friends and look 
forward to working with each and every 
one of you in the coming year. 
I sincerely wish you a Happy Holiday 
season and a New Year filled with peace, 
prosperity, good health, happiness, 
green trees and tulips.
I hope you will join us on December 6, 
2015 at the MHNA holiday festivities to 
celebrate the joys of the season. I look forward to seeing you there.
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Construction for the JDS Development Group’s two-building project, lo-
cated at 626 First Avenue, is progressing as scheduled. The second build-
ing’s construction is now past the 20th floor. The first building’s (a 47-story 
residential building) copper and glass facade is progressing fast, reaching the 

News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association

 By Fred Arcaro, MECA President

Save the Date!
Sunday, December 6

Join your neighbors 
for 

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
Tree Lighting

Menorah Lighting
Holiday Party

Look for future mailings with details.

Wreath in Murray Hill

http://
http://jdsdevelopment.com/626-first-avenue/
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20th floor. Images of the construction.
Nothing new to report on the Solow project located on First 
Avenue between 38th and 41st Street. However, Mr. Solow 
did file building plans to the Department of Buildings for 
685 First Avenue, which is the west side of First Avenue, be-
tween 39th and 40th Street.
Major construction is completed at the Waterside Pier (the 
old Con Edison pier located between 38th and 41st Street). 
What is needed is to complete its waterfront amenities 
which, as of this writing, are not started. The new pier will 
have a bike path that will connect the future north and south 
directional bike paths. Hopefully, construction of the new 
pier will be completed at the end of 2015.
The owner of Rivergate presented the plan to redesign its 
open space, located on First Avenue between 34th and 35th 
Street, to the Land Use and Waterfront Committee of Com-
munity Board Six in the fall of 2014. The plan was rejected 
by the LU&W Committee and CB6.  However, I, being a 
member of CB6, was in the minority that liked the plan. 
After, a number of meetings between CB6 and the Depart-
ment of City Planning, adjustments have been made, which 
resulted in the DCP approving the revised plan. However, 
some members of the LU&W Committee still did not like 
the plan, and had the opinion that the DCP did not follow 
the law in approving the revised plan. They wanted to invoke 
an Article 78 against the DCP.
What is an Article 78 Proceeding?  An Article 78 proceeding 
is used to appeal the decision of a New York State or local 
agency to the New York courts.
The LU&W Committee passed a resolution by a vote of 7 to 
6 to request the DCP to withdraw its approval of the modi-
fied plan for the Rivergate plaza. I am happy to write that the 
Committee’s resolution was defeated at a full board meeting 
of Community Board Six, by a vote of 17 to 11 with 2 ab-
stentions.  With that last obstacle out of the way, the revised 
modification to the Rivergate Plaza can proceed, hopefully 
this winter or early next year.
There is a proposed new 65-story (700 foot tall) slender (1,800 
sq. ft. footprint) condo tower, designed by Perkins+Will, to 
be located at 12 or 8 East 37th Street.  A Turkish firm Nef 
(part of Timur Holding) has yet to file plans with the De-
partment of Buildings, but hope to start construction to 
be completed by 2017. I bring this up because this building 
could set a precedent for new buildings in our area. It is 
quite obvious that the developer for the 700-foot building 
acquired air rights from adjoining properties. We have to be 
diligent that is cannot happen in our area.
The MTA Bridges and Tunnels Authority started the Queens 
Midtown Tunnel repair on the North Tunnel. The South 
tunnel repair will start about June 2017. For any complaints 
resulting from its construction and repair, or to get updates, 
you can visit the MTA website at www.mta.info.

Active Past Trustees Honored 
Ellen Propp, Bob Cohen and Joelle Anderson were honored 
as active past trustees at The Murray Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation General Meeting on October 8. They all have given 
many years of service to the community in many capacities, 
and continue to be actively involved in the Association. We 
are grateful for their dedication!

The MHNA Welcomes New Trustees!
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association welcomes new 
Trustees: Stein Berre, Rory Clark, Gwenn Paness and Caryn 
Williams. And the MHNA extends thanks to leaving Trust-
ees for their contributions to the Association: Daniel Egers 
and Ashley Petrylak. Deborah Farone will be assuming the 
role of Secretary.
For a full list of Officers and Trustees please visit the MHNA 
website. 

Winter wreaths in Murray Hill

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://tectonicphoto.com/blog/2015/6/24/626-first-avenue?rq=626%201st%20avenue
www.mta.info/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&QID=10135&topicid=0
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?clientID=11037&subsection=sidebar&thispage=AboutUs&QID=10135&topicid=0
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Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level I have 
indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional
o $100 Patron  o $250 Guardian o $500 Benefactor

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _______________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Second Name (couples) _________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Company ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________ Apt  _______

City _______________________State _____ Zip _____________

Home Phone __________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ______________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



In Memoriam – Charlotte Klein, 
Loving Friend and Advocate for Social 
Causes 
Murray Hill and The Murray 
Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion lost a brilliant, charm-
ing and dedicated member of 
our community this summer. 
Charlotte Klein, a native of 
Los Angeles who was born in 
1923, came to the Big Apple to 
become involved in the major 
issues of the day. She wanted 
to do something significant, 
and so began a successful 
public relations campaign to 
build a positive image for the 
new state of Israel. Later, she 
created perhaps the biggest 
idea of her career – organiz-
ing the Women’s Hall of Fame 
in Seneca Falls, New York on 
the original site of the first 
women’s rights convention in 
1848.  In 2005 she was awarded the first Keeper of the Flame 
Award by the Women’s Hall of Fame for the life-long sup-
port of women’s achievements. 

Charlotte had a 50-year career as a public relations profes-
sional which began by promoting Hollywood feature films. 
She opened a full-service agency in New York in 1979, where 
through acquisitions she became director of the Porter No-
velli/Klein Division, senior vice president of the company.  
She was president of several professional organizations, 
and was an adjunct professor at NYU in the department of 
Journalism and Mass Communications. Most recently, the 
Public Relations Society of America recognized her accom-
plishments with a retrospective, “Lessons on the Big Idea 
and Public Relations: Reflections on the 50-Year Career of 
Charlotte Klein,” by Diana Martinelli and Elizabeth Toth, 
published in the Winter 2010 edition of Public Relations 
Journal. 

She was involved with many charitable organizations, pro-
fessional organizations and community groups. In Murray 
Hill, she was the editor of the MHNA newsletter for several 
years, and renamed it Murray Hill Life. She was an active 
trustee for many years.

But most of all, Charlotte was a loving caring friend.  The 
MHNA sends condolences to her long-time companion, 
Betty Travis, with whom she made her home for many years, 
and her scattered family. We will all miss her and treasure 
her memory.

Join or Renew online.
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org, to join or renew your 
membership online. There, you can also keep up to 
date on events and other newsworthy items.

Photo of Charlotte Klein with the 
“Saralee” doll, the first anthropo-
logically correct African-American 
doll produced and sold by the Ideal 
Toy Corporation in 1951. Klein and 
Eleanor Roosevelt promoted the 
doll. The doll in the picture was do-
nated to the Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt Library & Museum in Hyde 
Park.

New Members
Kelly Belford
Elaine Bokrass
Nancy Canettti
Perry Castellani
Rory Clark
Thomas Eich
Judi Galluccio
Lawrence Goldstein
Stephanie Holzback
Edith Klarmann
Joseph Lengeling
Veroica Loselev
M. Malone
Robert Malone
Nancy North
Gwenn Paness
Nicole Press

Osman Rivera
Daniel Schott
Linda Schott
Karen Soskin
M. Soskin
Kate Teksoz
Utku Teksoz
Elizabeth Vallarino
Juan Vallarino

New Business Members
2 Beans|Coffee & Chocolate Passion
Complementary Cancer Care Center
Explore and Discover Early Learning Center
Le Parisien Bistro
New York Otolaryngology Group
Tequilaville Cantina
as of 10/31/2015

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
www.instituteforpr.org/wp-content/uploads/Lessons_Big_Idea.pdf
www.instituteforpr.org/wp-content/uploads/Lessons_Big_Idea.pdf
www.instituteforpr.org/wp-content/uploads/Lessons_Big_Idea.pdf
www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/11037/default.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Home
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Charlotte Klein Remembered
By Marion Weingarten
Most days when I pass Charlotte’s building I think about 
how very generous she was towards me. I had just begun 
playing mah-jongg and I confessed to her that I could not 
host a game at my home because I did not own a mah-jongg 
set. Being Charlotte, she told me that as soon as she could 
find her mother’s set it would be mine. I was overjoyed. The 
set is quite old and is a combination of bamboo and bone. It 
is extraordinary. I have been told by my friends that the big 
attraction is to play with the set and not with me. Thank you 
Charlotte for your friendship and your generosity. 

Wall of MHNA posters and flyers

Past Trustee Is Featured in Art Exhibit
The Evansville Museum of Arts, History & Science in Evans-
ville, Indiana, celebrated the art-filled life of Anita Duncan, 
member and past trustee and officer of The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association, and an Evansville native. The 
exhibit, Anita Duncan: The Art of Life ran from August 9 to 
October 4. It featured the many stages of creativity she ex-
perienced in school and work, as well as projects, activities, 
crafts and related ideas from the past 70 years.
After earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Indiana 
University, Duncan began her career as an art teacher in South 
Bend, Indiana. She moved to New York City in 1960, where 

she created scenic designs for off-Broadway theater produc-
tions and had her original coloring books published. In 1963, 
she began her publishing career, becoming an accomplished 
college and elementary school textbook designer, book editor, 
photo researcher and director of editorial licensing.
While in New York City Duncan was an active member 
of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. She was a 
trustee for two years and a Vice President for one year in the 
1980s.  She designed posters and flyers for the block parties 
during this time, and she also designed the newsletters from 
1985-1987. In 1984, after President Regan cut food programs 
for the needy, she became involved with the MHNA’s Help 
Our Neighbors Eat Year-Round program, along with Vir-
ginia Locke, the founder of the program. Duncan created 
a flyer, a folder, a button and a honey bear mascot for the 
program. These items hung in the family-owned neighbor-
hood D’Agostino’s grocery stores, where patrons could pur-
chase food items and deposit them in the “honey bins” in 
the store. At that time, H.O.N.E.Y furnished weekend meals 
to 80 needy Murray Hill residents. A whole wall of the ex-
hibit was dedicated to the MHNA and H.O.N.E.Y posters 
and flyers.
In 2006, the American Society of Picture Professionals, a 
national organization comprised of photographers, photo 
researchers and photo agency representatives, named Dun-
can the ASPP Picture Professional of the Year. Duncan re-
tired in 2012 and returned to her hometown of Evansville in 
2014. She continues to experiment and create with a variety 
of media. Her artistic journey was captured in this exhibi-
tion and brought attention to the importance of lifelong 
learning, creativity, and art education.
For more information about the exhibit, you can contact 
the Evansville Museum of Arts, History & Science, 411 S.E. 
Riverside Drive, Evansville, Indiana 47713 |  Phone: 812-425-
2406 | website.

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
www.emuseum.org/
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Spotlight on Murray Hill’s Landmarks

This is the third article in a series that features a group of landmark buildings in Murray Hill. The 
landmark buildings are presented in the order that they became landmarked. 
1997: Jonathan W. Allen Stable, 148 East 40th Street
1998: J. Hampden Robb Masion, 23 Park Avenue
2002: J.P. Morgan Jr. Mansion, 231 Madison Avenue

This series of 
articles is part of 
NYC Landmarks50 
Alliance, the multi-
year celebration of 
the 50th anniversary 
of New York City’s 
Landmarks Law.

Jonathan W. Allen Stable 
148 East 40th Street (between Lexington and Third 
Avenue)
Built in 1871 as a private sta-
ble for Jonathan W. Allen, a 
Broker, designed by Charles 
Hadden.  Designated a NYC 
Landmark in 1997.
This unusual two-story Sec-
ond Empire building with 
a combination of styles and 
details including a slate man-
sard roof, pedimented dor-
mer windows and incised 
brick panels creating a lively 
facade for the stable. Located 
near Mr. Allen’s home, it was 
useful for keeping horses 
convenient, but not too near.  The building is a rare surviv-
ing stable, a reminder of New York’s history, when horses 
played a vital part in daily life and their care and housing 
was essential.  The building now houses the Ritzy Canine 
Carriage House, a daycare facility for pets.

J. Hampden Robb Mansion
23 Park Avenue (at 35th Street)
Built in 1892 for J. Hampden Robb, Attorney and Parks 
Commissioner, and Cornelia Van Rensselaer Robb, this Ital-
ian Renaissance mansion was designated a NYC Landmark 
in 1998.

The five story mansion designed by architect, Stanford 
White, is faced in 
Roman iron-spot 
brick with terra-
cotta trim.  There 
is an enormous 
double story en-
trance portico, the 
lower with Doric 
columns and the 
upper with Ionic 
columns along 
with second sto-

ry wrought iron balconies, console brackets and wreaths, 
arched pediment and other decorative stone work   The fa-
cade  on the 35th Street side features a double-story bay win-
dow. The building was once the home of the New York City 
Advertising Club and is now a residential co-op. 

J.P. Morgan, Jr. Mansion
231 Madison Avenue (at 37th Street)
Built in 1852 for Isaac Newton Phelps, Banker and Real Es-
tate, enlarged by R. H. Robertson in 1888, this Italianate style 
mansion was landmarked in the late 1960s. Landmark status 
was overturned in the 1970’s, and it was reinstated as a New 
York City landmark in 2002.
One of the earliest and largest freestanding mansions in 
Murray Hill, J. P. Morgan purchased this elaborate mansion 
from Mr. Phelps for his son, J. P. Jr., in 1904, where he lived 
until his death in 1943. It was owned by the United Lutheran 
Church, ruled exempt from landmark status in the 1970s 
and slated for destruc-
tion.  A sudden eco-
nomic downturn halt-
ed the redevelopment 
plan and the mansion 
was purchased by the 
Pierpont Morgan Li-
brary in 1988.  It is 
now part of the Mor-
gan Museum and Li-
brary housing private 
spaces, offices and the 
Museum’s gift shop. 
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Bill Proposing Changes to the Landmarks Law Could Diminish the Landmark 
Process
Two bills, Int 775 and Int 837, were introduced by the New 
York City Council Land Use Committee to propose changes 
to the Landmark Law. Int 837, sponsored by Dan Garodnick, 
would require the Landmarks Preservation Commission to 
make available a database of all items designated or under 
consideration for designation. Int 775, sponsored by Peter Koo 
(Chair, Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Mari-
time Uses), proposes hard deadlines for the Landmark Pres-
ervation Commission to make a decision whether or not to 
designate landmark status to an architecturally or culturally 
significant building, interior space or neighborhood. Second-
ly, if the LPC disapproves or fails to designate any item, the 
property in question would be barred from reconsideration of 
landmark status for a period of 5 years. The full text of these 
bills can be read at this link. 
On September 9th, a public hearing was held so that the 
Council could hear from the public about these two bills. 
Some Council members, representatives from the Land-
marks Preservation Commission, 66 preservation groups 
from all boroughs, architectural groups, the Municipal Art 
Society, and a representative from a company that has re-
stored several significant landmarks in New York City tes-
tified against Int 775. In favor of the proposed bill were its 
sponsors on the Council, development groups and agencies, 
construction union representatives, an affordable housing 

group, Chambers of Commerce, and the Catholic Church. 
Prior to the hearing, the very well organized Greenwich Vil-
lage Society for Historic Preservation handed out materials 
opposing Int 775: an eye-catching 8 1/2 x 11 inch flyer and 
labels to wear. One of the Council members, Ben Kallos, put 
a flyer in front of his microphone to show his opposition to 
the proposed bill. People who wanted to give testimony were 
asked to register with the Council, indicating whether they 
were for or against the bills. They were put into groups of 
six to eight people, and the testimonies alternated between 
groups and individuals speaking for and against the pro-
posed bills to the full audience. The Committee chair, David 
Greenfield, explained the rules: 3 minutes for each Council 
member, 2 minutes for others who wish to give testimony, 
all governed by a countdown clock. The Council members 
also had time to ask questions. No applause or speaking was 
permitted from the audience. Signs could be held no higher 
than chest level. Everyone was asked to submit their written 
testimony to the Committee after giving their speech.
First several Council members expressed their views, pro 
and con. The main arguments in favor of the bill were that 
the process needs to be more efficient, transparent, predict-
able, and must avoid the current problem of backlogs. Back-

Continued on page 8

Lance Drucker, ChFC, CLU
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New York, NY 10016
212 681-0460
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achieve �nancial peace of mind for over 30 years.

Registered Representative of, and securities and investment advisory services o�ered through Hornor, Townsend and Kent, Inc., 
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http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=419793&GUID=84381A1B-4D47-4F94-9CFB-C9CA341F299E&Options=info&Search=
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=419793&GUID=84381A1B-4D47-4F94-9CFB-C9CA341F299E&Options=info&Search=
http://www.druckerwealth.com/our-book/
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logs going back to the 1960s and a slow, uncertain process 
can impose hardships on property owners. The Catholic 
Church opposes landmark status for their buildings, re-
marking on how expensive it is to maintain the buildings. 
The arguments against the bill were that the proposed 
changes are too rigid and that the 5 year moratorium is too 
strict. The changes undermine the intent of the Landmark 
Law. Council member Rosie Mendez spoke against Int 775. 
Dan Garodnick only spoke regarding Int 837. 

Many neighborhood representatives indicated a belief that 
having landmark status gives a neighborhood prestige and 
is positive for the economic well-being of the neighborhood. 
They also talked about the need for height and density limits. 
Examples given were that under the proposed rules, many 
buildings and neighborhoods that are now landmarked 
would not have been, such as the Rose Reading Room in 
the New York Public Library 5th Avenue branch, and the 
High Line. Additionally, the representatives said that less-
advantaged neighborhoods may need more time to organize 
their preservation efforts, and that there is no evidence that 
being on the LPC calendar affects real estate values or re-
duces affordable housing. One testimony also claimed that 
the primary reasons for the very long backlogs on a very 
small percentage of the landmark requests are political re-
sistance and owner opposition.

The LPC was represented by Commissioner Meenakshi 
Srinivasan, her legal counsel and a staff person. The Com-
missioner did not have a time limit and addressed specific 
issues and questions presented to her by the Council. Her 
main position on Int 775 was that she would prefer resolv-
ing the issues through rules, rather than law. She stated that 
in most cases the LPC would be able to meet the deadlines 
proposed. However, for the cases where there are unfore-
seen circumstances, she would like more flexible deadlines, 
and was against the 5 year moratorium. The LPC is already 
addressing the backlogs. Regarding Int 837, Commissioner 
Srinivasan had specific objections to details of the wording 
of the bill and the extent to which the requirement to post 
all documentation about requests might be burdensome. 
She said that more resources would be needed to do what 
is asked of the LPC. In an attempt to explain the use of a 
specific timeline, the City Council Land Use Committee 
Chair said that although they trust her to improve the LPC’s 
processes and follow the rules, they do not trust future com-
missioners. The City Council seemed willing to make some 
compromises.

Manhattan Borough President, Gale Brewer, testified against 
Int 775 “as written”. She felt that we need both the old and the 
new, and that “nobody” wants their buildings landmarked; 
professionals should make the decision. The Municipal Art 
Society led the movement to create the Landmarks Preser-

Changes to Landmark Law  continued from page 7 vation Commission in the 1960s and supports the LPC’s po-
sition that the Council should consider a set of agency rules, 
rather than legislation. They feel that the moratorium provi-
sion is antithetical to the goals of the LPC, and it should be 
removed from consideration.
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s position is 
that the deadlines should allow more time for the LPC to 
make the landmark designations.
The current status of the proposed bills is “laid over.” While 
the Council is working on changes to the wording of the bill, 
individuals can submit testimonies to OfficeofCorrespon-
denceServices@council.nyc.ny.us. Refer to Int 775 in your 
testimony.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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in early 2016. During this process there will be public hear-
ings and opportunities for recommendations from all Com-
munity Boards and the five Borough Presidents. 
While we recognize that there are strong forces for change in 
Murray Hill, it is important also to protect neighborhood in-
tegrity. Liz Krueger has noted that by increasing height limits 
across the board, the administration is undermining agree-
ments made between previous administrations and neighbor-
hood residents. She has urged the Mayor to ensure a robust 
public review process with ample opportunity for community 
boards and the public to weigh in on these proposals.  
Read more about the details on how the plan will affect: 
CD6 and Murray Hill, CD5 and Murray Hill. 
Read more about the proposed changes and the Public Re-
view Process schedule. 

City Planning Commission Press Release
You can express your opinions on the plan and contact the 
New York City Department of City Planning through their 
website form. Comments received via this form will be 
considered as part of the public outreach efforts. They may 
also be included, as appropriate, on the Department of City 
Planning’s project website. 

Proposed Zoning Changes – Zoning for Quality and Affordability

There has been much discussion recently surrounding the 
large number of luxury apartments being built in Manhat-
tan and the loss of affordable housing and retail business 
spaces. We see these issues in Murray Hill. While changes 
to zoning laws have been proposed that may address some 
of these issues, there may also be unintended side effects, 
including the provision that allows for extra height. On Sep-
tember 21, 2015, the New York City Planning Commission 
referred the Zoning for Quality and Affordability text amend-
ment for public review. Liz Krueger, New York State Senator, 
has brought some issues with the proposed changes to our 
attention in her Fall 2015 Neighborhood Update newsletter.  
In medium and high density zoning districts, key changes un-
der the proposal would:

• Allow residential buildings limited additional height – 
no more than five feet, in over 95% of cases – if they 
provide a taller ground floor

• Allow limited additional height – no more than one or 
two stories, in over 95% of cases – to fit the additional 
floor area allowed for buildings providing affordable 
senior housing or Inclusionary Housing, in areas that 
have been designated for it

• Introduce a limit on the number of stories for buildings, 
to ensure that additional stories 
cannot be squeezed in within these 
heights

• Allow buildings a few feet of room 
to set back from the sidewalk and 
provide garden areas in front of the 
building

• Allow a spectrum of affordable 
senior housing and care facilities 
– ranging from independent liv-
ing to State-licensed facilities like 
assisted living and nursing care – 
alone or in combination

• Make parking optional for new af-
fordable housing units in transit-
accessible areas

Through zoning actions a second pro-
posal for a Mandatory Inclusionary 
Housing program would require a 
share of new housing to be permanent-
ly affordable. 
The proposed changes are expected 
to go through the City’s environmen-
tal and land use review process, the 
ULURP, starting in September 2015, for 
approximately six months, completing 
the process with a City Council Review 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/pdf/zoning-qa/profiles/mn06.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/pdf/zoning-qa/profiles/mn05.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/zoning-qa/zoning-for-affordability-1.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/zoning-qa/zoning-for-affordability-1.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/about/pr092115.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/zoning-qa/zoning-for-affordability-feedback.shtml
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1 Vanderbilt Place Update
After more than three years of work on the issue, in May 2015 
the zoning subcommittee (part of the Land Use Committee) 
of the New York City Council voted unanimously to approve 
the creation of a special permit to increase the density of 
the buildings along the five-block Vanderbilt Corridor. The 
proposal was quickly approved by the City Planning Com-
mission, and by the full Council. These zoning changes will 
allow a 67-story tower at 1 Vanderbilt Place and could allow 
other buildings of the same size along Vanderbilt Avenue 
from East 42nd to East 47th Street. Developers must get a 
special permit for each project that takes advantage of the 
zoning changes. To be considered for a permit, develop-
ers will be required either to fund infrastructure improve-
ments or to buy air rights from other nearby landmarked 
buildings. Developers will still submit their projects to the 
city’s extensive ULURP process, which requires approvals 
from community boards, borough presidents and the City 
Council. As part of the plan, the SL Green Realty Corp., the 
developer for the One Vanderbilt project, will contribute 
$220 million for transit improvements at Grand Central. SL 
Green (NYSE:SLG) is New York City’s largest commercial 
property owner.
New York City Council Member Daniel Garodnick, of the 
4th Council District was a key player in the approval of 

this plan, which ultimately involved city officials at all lev-
els, including Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, 
City Planning Chair Carl Weisbrod, the NY City Council 
and Mayor Bill de Blasio. This plan is another example of 
the growing number of public-private partnerships which 
exchange zoning concessions for improvements to public 
spaces, amenities and infrastructure. In his letter of May 
7, Garodnick noted that the One Vanderbilt plan includes 
$220 million to be be used to add entrances to mass tran-
sit and public spaces, and will reconfigure MTA subway 
platforms to move Lexington Avenue trains more quickly 
through the station. One more train per hour will be able to 
pass through during the peak rush hours. The infrastructure 
improvements will also allow better access from the Long 
Island Railroad to the 4, 5 and 6 subway lines, contribut-
ing to the the East Side Access project. The zoning changes 
make it more profitable for developers to upgrade the Mid-
town commercial office stock, a goal that goes back to the 
Bloomberg administration. Even if there are tax breaks for 
the owner, the super-tall office buildings are likely to make a 
significant financial contribution to New York City.
One Vanderbilt is bounded by Vanderbilt Avenue and Madi-
son Avenue between East 42nd and East 43rd Street, across 
from Grand Central Terminal. When it is complete, the 
Kohn Pedersen Fox-designed tower will reach 1,400 feet and 
will hold 1 million square feet of office space, anchored by a 

A proud 20 year resident of Historic Murray Hill, Barbara Sagan 
is a seasoned real estate professional specializing in co-op, 

condo, townhouse and investment properties. 

Barbara M. Sagan
Licensed Associate RE Broker
(o) 212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com
Trustee and Treasurer of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Preservation and Design Committee Member

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 660 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10065.

With over 25 years in the industry, Barbara offers experience, 
exceptional service and an intimate understanding of Murray Hill.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
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NEIGHBORHOOD BISTRO WITH 
NEW AMERICAN FARE, COCKTAILS 
& CRAFT BEERS.

581 2nd Ave. at 32nd St.
www.hillandbay.com 

Homemade pastries, art-house co�ee, and 
all-natural smoothies.

COFFEE WINDOW NOW OPEN EVERY DAY

Monday - Thursday
10% OFF YOUR MEAL

Excludes beverages, tax, and 
gratuity. Dine-in only.

LIVE
MUSIC

TUESDAYS 8PM

TRIVIA
NIGHT

MONDAYS 8PM

200,000-square-foot TD Bank. The developer’s press release 
of May 27, 2015 says they expect to start construction im-
mediately, and plan to demolish the site’s current building as 
soon as possible.  SL Green will create a new public plaza on 
Vanderbilt Avenue adjacent to the Terminal as well as two 
transit halls at the base of the tower. The full package of im-
provements is expected to be finished by 2021, concurrently 
with the completion of the building. Note: The original de-
sign called for a 1,500 foot tower and 63 stories.
But this is not the end of the story. In September 2015, the 
owner of Grand Central Terminal, Andrew S. Penson, sued 
the City and One Vanderbilt developer SL Green for $1.1 
billion alleging that they have deprived him of his property 
rights when the city gave SL Green permission to build a 
1,501-foot tall office tower, without having to buy any air 
rights from him. The city designated Grand Central as a 
landmark in 1967, partly to block a proposed office tower 
that would have risen overhead. An investment group led 
by Mr. Penson bought Grand Central for approximately 
$80 million in 2006. The terminal itself had little value, the 
lawsuit contended, because the building was under a long-
term lease to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority for 
a relatively modest rent that declines over time. Mr. Penson’s 
secret negotiations with SL Green to sell his air rights col-
lapsed after the developer concluded his price was too high. 
Mr. Penson’s lawyers argued in the suit that by granting SL 
Green the rights to build a tower “for free” that is twice as 
big as had been permitted by zoning, the de Blasio admin-
istration and City Council had rendered Grand Central’s air 
rights “worthless.”
In addition to the economic aspects of the zoning changes, 
which on the whole are positive, city officials and NYC resi-
dents should form their opinions of each project from the 
perspective of good city planning.  How do we achieve a 
good balance between our history, represented by landmark 
buildings, and the needs of a modern city, represented by 
new development? Infrastructure, resilience, sustainability, 
sensible traffic patterns—including pedestrian, bicycle, au-
tomobile and mass transit, trees  and green spaces, environ-
ment and reflections off glass towers, public plazas, light and 
air, views,  a healthy mix of small and global businesses, live-
ly retail, restaurants, and services, thriving neighborhoods, 
communities and work environments, cultural, civic and 
not for profit institutions, affordability, middle income and 
luxury, all should be considered in the mix. We need strong 
community values and participation to achieve this balance.
Sources: 
May 5, 2015, New York Daily News, “NYC zoning committee ap-
proves luxury 63-story skyscraper One Vanderbilt,” by Erin Dur-
kin. 

May 5, 2015, Commercial Observer, “Vanderbilt Rezoning 
Takes Giant Leap Forward,” by Danielle Schlanger.   

May 5, 2015, Bloomberg Business, “SL Green in Pact With NYC Of-

ficials on Midtown Skyscraper,” by David M. Levitt. 

May 27, 2015, New York YIMBY, “City Council Approves One 
Vanderbilt And Midtown East Rezoning,” by Rebecca Baird-
Remba. 

May 27, 2015, Businesswire, “New York City Council Grants Final 
Approval to SL Green’s One Vanderbilt Office Tower - SL Green 
to Provide $220 Million for Grand Central Terminal Infrastruc-
ture Upgrades.” 

September 28, 2015, New York Times, “Owner of Grand Central 
Sues Developer and City for $1.1 Billion Over Air Rights,” by 
Charles V. Bagli.

October 12, 2015, ny.curbed.com, “1,400-Foot One Vanderbilt 
Joins the NYC Skyline in New Render,” by Amy Plitt.  

Skaters at Bryant Park

www.murrayhillnyc.org
www.nydailynews.com/new-york/vanderbilt-zoning-premilimanarily-approved-article-1.2211178
www.nydailynews.com/new-york/vanderbilt-zoning-premilimanarily-approved-article-1.2211178
http://commercialobserver.com/2015/05/vanderbilt-rezoning-takes-giant-leap-forward
http://commercialobserver.com/2015/05/vanderbilt-rezoning-takes-giant-leap-forward
www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-05-05/sl-green-midtown-skyscraper-gets-nyc-councilman-s-endorsement
www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-05-05/sl-green-midtown-skyscraper-gets-nyc-councilman-s-endorsement
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2015-05-05/sl-green-midtown-skyscraper-gets-nyc-councilman-s-endorsement
http://newyorkyimby.com/2015/05/city-council-approves-one-vanderbilt-and-midtown-east-rezoning.html
http://newyorkyimby.com/2015/05/city-council-approves-one-vanderbilt-and-midtown-east-rezoning.html
www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150527006557/en/York-City-Council-Grants-Final-Approval-SL#.VhxPZPlVikq
www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150527006557/en/York-City-Council-Grants-Final-Approval-SL#.VhxPZPlVikq
www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150527006557/en/York-City-Council-Grants-Final-Approval-SL#.VhxPZPlVikq
www.businesswire.com/news/home/20150527006557/en/York-City-Council-Grants-Final-Approval-SL#.VhxPZPlVikq
www.nytimes.com/2015/09/29/nyregion/owner-of-grand-central-sues-developer-and-city-for-1-1-billion-over-air-rights.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=2
www.nytimes.com/2015/09/29/nyregion/owner-of-grand-central-sues-developer-and-city-for-1-1-billion-over-air-rights.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&_r=2
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2015/10/12/1400foot_one_vanderbilt_joins_the_nyc_skyline_in_new_render.php?utm_campaign=issue-40646&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Curbed+NY
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2015/10/12/1400foot_one_vanderbilt_joins_the_nyc_skyline_in_new_render.php?utm_campaign=issue-40646&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Curbed+NY
ny.curbed.com/archives/2015/10/12/1400foot_one_vanderbilt_joins_the_nyc_skyline_in_new_render.php?utm_campaign=issue-40646&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Curbed+NY
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Exciting New Sponsorship for the Park Avenue Malls!!!

For the very first 
time, Murray Hill is 
offering buildings, 
management com-
panies, businesses 
and individuals 
the opportunity to 
sponsor the beauti-
ful seasonal lighting 
on the Park Avenue 
Malls. The sponsor-
ships are available for 
$500 each.  Sponsor’s 
names will appear for 

a year in all Murray Hill newsletters and publications. It is 
a perfect way for your building or your business to become 
involved with your neighborhood in a very meaningful and 
festive way.  

Our malls are the last ones in the entire city to retain their 
charming, traditional, “Murray Hill” appearance with the 
newly-restored and painted iron fencing and “English Gar-
den” plan. Won’t you please join the following individuals 
and Murray Hill buildings to insure that our beloved Park 
Avenue Malls remain the most beautiful and festive in all of 
New York.  

Mall Lighting Sponsors ($500 each)
Irma Worrell Fisher, Founding Chair of Patrons of Park Avenue
Deborah Farrone, Trustee, The Murray Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion
Interiors by John Chadwick, Fine Interior Design since 1978
Apropos, Murray Hill’s Largest Multi-Line Furniture Showroom
The Charles Greenthal Company, Murray Hill’s Only White Glove 
Property Management Company
Benjamin, Ashley and Hudson Harris
The Lovett Company, managing the finest residential properties in 
New York City
Sanford Hall, Murray Hill’s leading carpet studio
Samson Management, LLC, in proud support of Murray Hill
Solstice Residential Group, LLC, managing fine residential properties 
in the New York City Area

If you are interested in being a sponsor, please contact: John 
Chadwick at jchadwick@InteriorsByJohnChadwick.com.

Patrons of Park Avenue Annual Appeal 2015-2016
POPA is continuing its annual appeal to the buildings that 
line Park Avenue and who generously support the planting, 
cleaning and maintenance of our malls.  If you do not see 
your building’s name as part of this list, please urge your 
Board of Directors or your landlords to join in this wonder-
ful effort.

BENEFACTORS ($2000/year or more)
2 Park Avenue 16 Park Avenue 41 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue 20 Park Avenue 70 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue 23 Park Avenue 99 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue 40 Park Avenue 

PATRONS ($1000–$1999/year)
35 Park Avenue 77 Park Avenue
50 Park Avenue 90 Park Avenue
67 Park Avenue The Union League Club

GARDENERS ($500–$999)
The following generous individuals and businesses have 
sponsored a month’s cleaning of our malls.

June Bartow Insurance For All Your Insurance Needs
July Federal Home Loan Bank of New York   
August Philip and Cheryl Greenberg in Support of P.O.P.A. 

and to Celebrate Their August Birthdays
September Metropolitan Commercial Bank 
October Eric Michael and Christina Anton 
November Ann G. Neumann, Morgan Stanley 
December Church of the Incarnation, Murray Hill’s 

Landmarked Episcopal Church 
January Church of Our Saviour,  in Support of P.O.P.A.
February Mark and Josephine Mansour  
March The Kitano Hotel   
April Edwin and Thayer Hochberg 
May Jonathan Services, Murray Hill’s Best Garment Care 

Center 

Winter Greetings 
to our Friends and Neighbors 

of Murray Hill!!

We are happy to be a proud member of this 
wonderful community, and have enjoyed 

being of service to our new neighbors and 
their pets.  Please stop by to take a break 
from the cold and visit with us!!  We look 

forward to seeing you!!

133 East 39th Street  ●  212 644 1022

           Kalvig and Shorter Veterinary

www.KalvigandShorter.com

mailto:jchadwick%40InteriorsByJohnChadwick.com?subject=POPA
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Fifteen ‘Partners in Grime’ Turn Out for the October Murray Hill Clean-Up Event!

On October 24th, fifteen of our neighbors took part in the 
second Murray Hill Clean-up Event of 2015. Our intrepid 
“Partners in Grime” met in the morning to tidy up sidewalks 
and planter beds in the historic district and to take an inven-
tory of graffiti and repair issues to follow up on with the City. 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association extends thanks 
to all of the individuals who participated, and also to neigh-
borhood businesses Starbucks, D’Agostino and Flushing 
Bank for providing refreshments and supplies to our volun-
teers. Thanks too to Bagel Boss for offering our team a bite 
after the event.
While our volunteers noted some improvement overall in 
the level of graffiti and street litter, there were several build-
ings with a significant litter problem. This not only makes 
the neighborhood less attractive, but it also attracts vermin. 
Please do your part to help keep our neighborhood clean by 
letting your building management know that each building 
is responsible for cleaning the sidewalk in front of the build-
ing as well as the roadway 18 inches into the street. 
We have two events a year—in spring and in fall. Please 
look for the Spring 2016 Clean-Up Event on the website, on 
Facebook and in mailings. For those interested in helping to 

organize next year’s clean-up, the Green and Clean Team of 
the MHNA meet regularly and are looking for volunteers! If 
you would like to volunteer you can email Stein at steinerik-
berre@me.com.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:steinerikberre%40me.com?subject=Volunteer
mailto:steinerikberre%40me.com?subject=Volunteer


Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
Madison Avenue between 36th and 37th Streets

HOLIDAY EVENTS
Winter Family Fair:  Sun. Dec. 6, 2-5 pm, ages 3-12. Free with admission. 
Celebrate with Morgan’s unique manuscript of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol. Characters from this work—Scrooge, Cratchit, 
Ghosts of Christmas Present and Past will be joined by strolling 
musicians, magicians and other entertainers, plus a puppet show, craft 
workshop, costumes for children. 

Caroling: Fri. Dec. 11 & 18, 6:30-8:30 pm; Sun. Dec. 13 & 20, 3-5 pm. Free 
with admission.

EXHIBITS
Martin Puryear: Multiple Dimensions, through Jan. 10, 2016.  Known 
mainly as a sculptor, this is Puryear’s (b. 1941) first exhibit to feature 
his drawings and prints. Included are some sculptures. 
Graphic    Passion: Matisse and the Book Arts, through Jan. 18, 2016. 
From 1912 to his death Matisse (1869-1954) created more than 50 
book illustration projects and cover designs. The Morgan has acquired 
almost all of the books he produced. Many are displayed with proofs 
and original artwork. 
Ernest Hemingway: Between Two Wars, through Jan. 31, 2016. This is 
the first museum exhibit on the life and writings of this Nobel Prize 
laureate, one of the most celebrated authors of the 20th century (1899-
1961). It explores the most dynamic period of Hemingway’s creative 
life from 1918 through the aftermath of WWII and his recurrent theme 
of confronting the fullness of life and death with grace and courage. 
Manuscripts, letters, photographs, first editions and many more items 
reveal Hemingway’s creative process and influences, including his 
legendary Parisian expatriate social scene of the 1920’s.
Trees: Oil Sketches from the Thaw Collection, Nov. 24, 2015-July 10, 
2016. During the second half of the 18th century it was popular for 
landscape artists to use oil paint on paper while painting outdoors. 
Trees, individually or as part of forests and gardens, became an 
important motif for these artists. In this exhibit artists from France, 
Germany and Scandinavia are represented. 
Pierre-Jean Mariette & the Art of Collecting Drawings, Jan.22-May 1, 
2016. Mariette (1694-1774) was one of the most important collectors 
of drawings. This exhibition is the first ever devoted to him at a U.S. 
museum.  Drawings featured in this show, from the Morgan’s collection, 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Princeton University Art 
Museum, include works by such artists as Parmigianino (1503-40) 
Carracci (1560-1602) and Guercino (1591-1666). 
Wagner’s Ring: Forging an Epic, Jan. 29-April 17, 2016. This show focuses 
on the 1876 premiere of Richard Wagner’s ”Der Ring Des Nibelungen” 
at Bayreuth and its 1889 premiere at New York’s Metropolitan Opera 
through documents and memorabilia from the Morgan, the Met 
Opera and private collections. 
Warhol by the Book, Feb. 5-May 15, 2016. An overlooked and important 
facet of Andy Warhol’s career was his work with books—book covers, 
commercial illustrations and self-published illustrated books. This 
exhibit explores many first time seen drawings, publications and 
archival materials. 
Sight Reading: Photography and the Legible World, Feb. 19-May 30, 
2016. This first collaboration between the George Eastman House 
International Museum of Film and Photography and the Morgan 
explores the history of the camera as a tool of persuasion. Works range 

from the 1840’s to the present.

Note the Morgan’s expanded roster of public programs—lectures, 
concerts, opera on HD, gallery talks, films, family and special events: 
Call 212-685-0008 or visit the Morgan’s website. Fri. evenings open 
until 9 pm; 7-9 pm Free Admission. Enjoy lunch or light snack at the 
Morgan Café.

The New York Public Library
42nd Street and Fifth Avenue
The Stephen A. Schwarzman Building

Public Eye: 175 Years of Sharing Photography, through Jan.3, 2016, 
Gottesman Hall. This is the first retrospective survey of photography 
from the Library’s collections. It explores new ways of looking at 
photographs from the past. Free public tours of this exhibit: 12:30 & 
3:30 pm Mon.-Sat., 3:30 pm Sun. 

Printing Women: Three Centuries of Female Printmakers, through 
Jan. 31, 2016, Prints & Stokes Galleries. As a physically demanding 
and technically challenging art form printmaking has often been 
considered man’s work. This unusual collection assembled in the mid-
19th century features women printmakers. It was collected by forward-
thinking Henrietta Louisa Koenen (1830-1881), wife of the Keeper of 
the Print Room at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam. From 1848-1861 
Koenen followed her own interest in collecting prints by women from 
the 16th-19th centuries. Included are engravings, etchings, woodcuts 
and lithographs. 

Abacus to Zoology: A Century of Inspiration from the Picture Collection, 
through May 15, 2016, Wachenheim Gallery. Since 1915 artists, 
designers, students and researchers with diverse interests have 
benefitted from the Picture Collection. This exhibit highlights its 
history and uses of this unique resource. Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, 
ongoing exhibit includes large wall panels with photos, texts, objects 
and videos showing the history, vast collections and services of the 
NYPL. 

The NYPL Digitizes American Jewish Oral History Transcripts: Interviews 
with such famous people as Milton Berle, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Bella 
Abzug and many other Jewish notables. The Dorot Division holds 
the only complete compilation of transcripts and recordings from 
the American Jewish Committee’s Oral History Collection, a 25 year 
project that began in the 1960’s and contains 2250 interviews. It is on 
the NYPL’s Digital Collections website. 

LIVE FROM THE NYPL LECTURE SERIES
Lectures, discussions with prominent experts in many fields.
Helen Vendler, The Robert B. Silvers Lecture: Tues. Dec. 8, 2015, 7 pm. 
Use 42nd St. entrance, between 5th & 6th Avenue. Ms. Vendler, 
cultural critic and poetry scholar, will talk on “Poets as Editors.” Fee: 
$25, discounts for seniors and students. Order online. Phone: 1-888-
718-4253. Watch for 2016 schedule.
If you haven’t taken the free tour of the 42nd St. library’s history and 
architecture, it’s time to do so! Or enjoy a self-guided audio tour 30-
45 minutes in English or Spanish. For information about exhibits, 
lectures and tours visit www.nypl.org/schwarzman or www.nypl.org/
events/programs, 917-275-6975.
Also check SIBL, the Science, Industry & Business Library (Madison 
Ave. & 34th St.) & Mid-Manhattan Library (5th Ave. & 40th St.) free 
lectures and computer classes.
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Arts, Culture & Leisure

CUNY Graduate Center
Fifth Avenue between 34th and 35th Streets
From Sept.-June the CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide range 
of intellectual and cultural programs open to the public: concerts, 
lectures, plays, panel discussions, screenings and art exhibitions with 
talented and prominent leaders in diverse fields. Many events are free, 
but to receive advance program information, reserve seats and get 
discounted tickets for events with fees become a member for $50 a 
year. You’ll be supporting a wonderful NYC cultural institution right 
in your neighborhood. 

MUSIC IN MIDTOWN
FREE concerts Thursdays 1 pm performed by doctoral candidates, 
renowned faculty and well known guest artists. No tickets or reservations 
needed. Elebash Recital Hall, Main Floor. Winter-Spring 2016: 
Feb. 4: Chamber music. 
Feb. 18: Chamber music. 
March 3: Susan Gonzalez, soprano; Geoffrey Burleson, piano. 
March 17: Johannes Quartet with William Frampton. 
March 31: REBEL Baroque Ensemble: Goldberg & his teacher Bach. 
April 14: Barbara Dever, soprano; Norman Carey, piano.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Lectures, Discussions. Free. 6:30 PM. Reservations: www.gc.cuny.edu.  
212-817-8215.
The Vilna Vegetarian Cookbook, translated by Eve Jochnowitz 
(originally published in Yiddish in Vilna, Lithuania in1938), Tues. 
Dec. 1, Segal Theatre. 
The Value of A Liberal Education, Fareed Zakaria (CNN) in 
Conversation with Leon Botstein (Pres., Bard College), Fri. Dec. 4, 
Proshansky Auditorium. 
Saving the World Economy: Conversation with Paul Krugman (Nobel 
Prize winning economist and New York Times columnist and author) 
and Olivier Blanchard (Chief Economist, International Monetary 
Fund), Mon. Dec. 7, Proshansky Auditorium. 
On Race and Other Diversities: Host, Dr. Johnetta Betsch Cole (President 
Emerita, Spelman and Bennett Colleges) Interviews Stanley Nelson 
(Emmy Award winning filmmaker and MacArthur “Genius” Fellow), 
Tues. Dec. 8, Proshansky Auditorium. 
Democratic Internationalism with Michael Walzer (student of Irving 
Howe and his successor as editor of “Dissent”), Mon. Dec. 14, Elebash 
Hall.

MARTIN E. SEGAL THEATRE CENTER
International theatre with performing arts talks and presentations. 
Email: cunymestc@cunymestc.pmailus.com. All events are free. First 
come, first served. 
Richard Schechner Notebooks. Mr. Schechner is theater artist and 
pioneer of performance studies, Mon. Nov. 30, 6:30 pm, Elebash Hall. 
During the day, see his screenings. 
Performance Robot Dramaturgy: Builders Assoc. Thurs. Dec. 3, 6:30 pm, 
Segal Theatre. 
Italian Playwrights Project: Readings, Mon. Dec. 7, 6:30 PM, Segal 
Theatre. 
“Called to Account: the Indictment of Anthony Charles Lynton Blair and 
George W. Bush for the Crime of Agression Against Iraq – a Hearing” 
Reading, Wed. Dec. 16, 6:30 pm, Segal Theatre. 

A Celebration: The Lincoln Center Theater Review: Discussion with 
Editors John Guare, Anne Cattaneo and others. Mon. Jan. 11, 2016, 6:30 
pm, Segal Theatre. 
Film Festival on Theatre & Performance: All Day Screenings: Thurs.-
Fri. Feb. 25-26, 2016, Segal Theatre. 
LIVE@365: A Global Music Series. Check for 2016 events. 
Roshel Rubinov Ensemble: Classical Central Asian Music. (Rubinov is a 
Buhkarian singer, composer and instrumentalist). Wed. Dec. 9, 7 pm. 
Tickets: $25, $20 (members).
For more information visit the  CUNY website or call 212-817-8215. 
Become a member ($50) for ticket discounts and special events with 
receptions. 212-817-7130.

Scandinavia House
Park Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets
EXHIBITS
Painting Tranquility: Masterworks by Vilhelm Hammershøi: From the 
Collection of The National Gallery of Denmark, through Feb. 27, 2016. 
This is the first exclusive exhibit in over 15 years dedicated to the great-
est 19th century Danish artist (1864-1916). It features rural landscapes, 
cityscapes, portraits, and sunlit, spare interiors. His works are mainly 
in muted tones.
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Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

Continued on page 23

www.gc.cuny.edu/Home
mailto:cunymestc%40cunymestc.pmailus.com?subject=Schedule%20of%20events
www.gc.cuny.edu/Public-Programming/Calendar
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/Support-the-GC/GC-Community-Membership
www.murrayhillnyc.org
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BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

Because Dogs Can’t Take Selfies…
Pets (and owners) got into the Halloween spirit at the sec-
ond annual Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associate’s Pet 
Spooktacular Trick or Treating Event. See more photos.

Two MHNA Business Members Featured in 
Murray Hill Food & Drink Guide

Congratulations to two Murray Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion business members, The Shakespeare and Bravest on 
38th, featured in the Gothamist article “A Food and Drink 
Guide to Murray Hill” by Lauren Evans, August 25, 2015. 
The Shakespeare is located at 24 East 39th Street. Also see 
the interesting segment on the Raines Law Room at The 
William (and the Raines Law) in the same article. Bravest  is 
located at 700 2nd Avenue. Read Full Article.  

Polly Guerin Publishes New Book
The Dollhouse Murder Mystery, by Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association member Polly Guerin, was published in 
September. This time-travel adventure percolates with Art 
Deco ambiance and Deco artists and characters engaged in 
a fictional escapade that enters the world of make believe 
sleuthing. Victoria St. John and John Hamilton are trans-
ported into the dollhouse to investigate the murder of the 
man on the Aubusson rug. The question is: who is the dead 
man? He appears to be quite alive and so the investigation 
begins with detective Pettihomme taking command of the 

interrogation. A subtle romance 
ensues and they return to the 
Silver Jubilee gala. One reader 
said, “The Dollhouse Murder 
Mystery is like eating the most 
delicious eclair.”  Carolyn Hahn 
wrote, “Reading this book is like 
taking a small vacation.” 
The book can be ordered 
through Amazon. When you 
purchase it through this link 
you are also supporting the 
MHNA!

Photos by Hilarious Hound Pet Photography

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:dgbar@msn.com
http://hilarioushound.wordpress.com
www.theshakespearenyc.com/
www.bravestnyc.com/
http://gothamist.com/2015/08/25/murray_hill_parachute_journalism.php?utm_source=Gothamist+Daily&utm_campaign=cd6049c955-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73240544d8-cd6049c955-537649#photo-1
www.amazon.com/gp/product/151742948X?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=151742948X&linkCode=xm2&tag=murrahillneig-20
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this free event for our members. Explore + Discover is lo-
cated at 444 2nd Avenue on the corner of 26th and 2nd. It 
offers quality care and education for infants and toddlers.

The crisp air and the color of changing leaves signal that 
autumn has arrived. Parents sip pumpkin spice lattes while 
children snuggle in their strollers watching bustling New 
Yorkers pass by. Within Murray Hill’s family-friendly neigh-
borhood it’s common to see little ones engaging with their 
environment. If you look closely you will see the wonder 
in their eyes as they experience the magic of the changing 
season. On Sunday, October 18th, the Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association in partnership with the Explore + 
Discover Early Learning Center hosted a Pumpkin Paint-
ing Party for small children. The free event attracted dozens 
of families from the community. Parents watched in awe as 
their little Picassos created works of art on pumpkins and 
on themselves! 
“My son had a 
blast painting his 
pumpkin,” said 
one local mom 
“and his diaper!”  
A local dad com-
mented, “It was 
cool to watch our 
kids play so care-
free. We could 
never do this ac-
tivity at home in 
fear of them painting the walls!” As a resident of Murray 
Hill and the mother of an infant myself, the event created a 
unique opportunity to meet other parents in the area, bond 
with my daughter and celebrate the spirit of the harvest sea-
son. Raising a family in Midtown Manhattan presents its 
own special challenges. The urban setting gives our kids a 
front row seat to the electrifying flow of the city...honking 
cars and all. The tranquil and inspiring atmosphere within 
Explore + Discover was a welcome reprieve. The teachers 
and staff were friendly, and they encouraged my child to 
play with reckless abandon. My daughter’s decorated pump-
kin sits proudly on our dining room table and is a reminder 
that family life in Manhattan is just as bright and colorful.

The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Asso-
ciation looks forward 
to creating future ex-
periences for parents 
in the neighborhood 
to engage and con-
nect. The Association 
extends its apprecia-
tion to the Explore + 
Discover Early Learn-
ing Center for hosting 

Murray Hill Kids Enjoy Pumpkin Painting at Explore+Discover  
By Anthanette “Toni” Wilson  

Your Trusted Insurance Advisor

Providing a broad array of products and services

9 East 37th Street

New York, NY 10016

212-683-2622

Email: dfarkas@globalcoverage.com

www.globalcoverage.com

Insurance and Risk Management

www.murrayhillnyc.org
www.explorediscover.net/
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NYPD
Sgt. Michael McCann from the 17th Precinct provided an update 
on local crime. For the year to date, index crimes such as mur-
der, rape, robbery, burglary, grand larceny, grand larceny 
auto and assault are down almost across the board. In fact, 
for 2015 Murray Hill has logged only 37 such reports, down 
from 58 reports for the same period in 2014. In 2015, there 
have been no murders and no reported rapes. 
In 2015, there has been one report of robbery, down from 
three for the same period last year. Burglaries are down to 
five from eight last year. Felony assaults are about even this 
year and, as in years past, they are domestic violence relat-
ed. In response to this, the precinct has increased domestic 
violence home visits to try to ensure that they do not have 
repeat offenders and that those who need counseling or ad-
ditional services have the opportunity to get them.
Grand larcenies are down from 44 to 31, with the majority 
of these crimes involving the theft of unattended property, 
fraudulent credit card usage, or check fraud. There have 
been very few reports where the victim comes face to face 
with the perpetrator. The precinct’s crime prevention officer 
is working to make more and more people aware of the ways 
they can protect themselves from these types of crimes.

If you want to start the design and shopping now and wait to begin your
renovation until sometime between March and June, we’re offering a 
 $1,500 Labor Discount AND $1,500 Products Discount 
 on any renovation. 

Phone: (212) 599-5060
Email: info@knockoutrenovation.com

***Not combinable with any other offer.  Offer available to readers of Murray Hill Life,  
the newsletter of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.***

Murray Hill Life Renovation Offer
(Offer valid through March 1, 2016)

Small Business
Representing Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer’s 
Office, Lucian Reynolds spoke about some of the issues fac-
ing small business. A report is available Small Business – Big 
Impact with recommendations on what can be done to im-
prove conditions for small businesses in Manhattan. If you 
would like a copy of this report, please contact info@mur-
rayhillnyc.org.

Midtown Rezoning
Representing Dan Garodnick’s office, Howie Brown spoke 
about Midtown East rezoning and expected infrastructure 
improvements.

MHNA Quality of Life Forum continued from page 1

Door in Murray Hill



www.murrayhillnyc.org Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Winter 2015 19

and the James Townhouse.  
The committee also presented Community Service Awards 
to two longtime Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
trustees, Joe W. Di Domenico and Ellen R. Imbimbo.  
Two guest speakers from the Museum of the City of New 
York, Susan Henshaw Jones, President and Ronay Menschel 
Director, and Donald Albrecht, Curator of Architecture and 
Design spoke about Saving Place: 50 Years of New York City 
Landmarks. 
Please look for the full story and photos from this special 
evening in the Spring 2016 Murray Hill Life newsletter.

Congratulations to the Award Recipients at the Architectural Preservation 
Awards Event!!

The Preservation & 
Design Commit-
tee of The Murray 
Hill Neighborhood 
Association held 
their 17th annual 
Architectural Pres-
ervation Awards on 
October 29 at Volvo 
Hall in Scandina-
via House. These 
awards honor and 
recognize building 
owners who have 
restored the facades 
of their buildings to 
the original design, 
or who created a 
new design com-
patible with the 

historic streetscape. 
Awards are also 
given to recognize 

interior restorations and exceptional entrance and garden 
design. Five buildings in Murray Hill were honored—Gua-
temala Mission to the United Nations, Namibia Mission to 
the United Nations, The River School P.S. 281, The William 

MHNA’s Irma Worrell Fisher Presenting 
Awards to Michele James, James Townhouse 
and Wilfried I. Emvula, Namibia Ambassador 
and Permanent Representative.

Congratulations to Centenarian Jobe Forte!!                                                       By Nancy Idaka Sheran

Congratulations to Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association 
member Jobe Forte, who turned 
100 years old on September 7!  
He had three parties to celebrate 
the occasion, one with 125 people 
in attendance.
Born in 1915, Forte grew up in a 
suburb of Chicago. His parents owned several houses and he 
learned how to wallpaper, paint and lay floors. His mother 
was excellent at crafting, and he learned that from her. He 
said that this work became the foundation of his life. He left 
home at an early age, and at the age of 24 moved to New 
York. In New York, he had his own company creating home 
accessories and working with interior designers.  In the 
1950’s he worked as a Junior Achievement Advisor, and later 
in life he worked in hotels, including The Tuscany on 39th 
Street and The Roosevelt on 45th Street.
When asked the secret to his longevity, he said he does ev-
erything in moderation. He never smoked or drank, until 

the doctor prescribed one drink a day. He is a tea drink-
er.  He keeps busy with his computer, which he says “is a 
breeze,” and he usually has three books going at a time. He 
keeps a sense of humor, and can laugh at himself, especially 
his mistakes. He enjoys his collection of 200 ties, which are 
displayed on the wall of his bedroom. He is grateful that he 
has a comfortable life.

Forte has the capacity to make and retain friends. He loves 
being independent, but hates being alone. He joins “every-
thing,” to see how it is, and then decides whether to con-
tinue. He is a founding member of SAGE (Services & Advo-
cacy for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Elders). He 
gives to many charities.

Forte has lived in Murray Hill on 37th Street between Park 
and Madison since 1966. He is a Member of the Marble Col-
legiate Church, which he attends regularly. 

He says that he is shooting for 125. I jokingly said that I’ll 
come back in 25 years to interview him again, and he agreed 
saying, “It’s good to have a goal!”

Lantern in Murray Hill

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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The Morgan Library & Museum Joins the MHNA!

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased 
to welcome our newest business sponsor, The Morgan Li-
brary & Museum.  The Morgan Library & Museum began 
as the private library of financier Pierpont Morgan (1837–
1913), one of the preeminent art collectors and cultural bene-
factors in the United States. Today, more than a century af-
ter its founding in 1906, the Morgan serves as a museum, 
independent research library, music venue, architectural 
landmark and historic site. In October 2010, the Morgan 
completed the first-ever restoration of its original McKim 
building, Pierpont Morgan’s private library and the core of 
the institution. In tandem with the 2006 expansion project 
by architect Renzo Piano, the Morgan now provides visitors 
unprecedented access to its world-renowned collections of 
drawings, literary and historical manuscripts, musical scores, 
medieval and Renaissance manuscripts, printed books, pho-
tography and ancient Near Eastern seals and tablets.

Exhibition Season at The Morgan
On view through January 31st 
Ernest Hemingway: Between Two Wars is the first ever major 
museum exhibition devoted to the work of Ernest Heming-
way (1899–1961), one of the most celebrated American au-
thors of the 20th century. Organized in partnership with 
the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, it 
includes multiple drafts of Hemingway’s earliest short sto-
ries, notebooks, heavily revised manuscripts and typescripts 
of his major novels—The Sun Also Rises, A Farewell to Arms, 
and For Whom the Bell Tolls. 
On View through January 10th 
One of the most important contemporary American sculp-
tors, Martin Puryear (b. 1941) has also made drawings 
throughout his career. The exhibition Martin Puryear: Mul-
tiple Dimensions, on view through January 10, is the first to 
highlight the important role that drawing plays in his prac-
tice. Featuring about 70 works—primarily drawings, but 
also prints, and a few sculptures—the exhibition explores 
the evolution of Puryear’s ideas across different media. Most 
of the drawings come from the artist’s collection and have 
never been exhibited before. 
On View through January 18th 
See Matisse in a new light in Graphic Passion: Matisse and 
the Book Arts, on view through January 18. World renowned 
for his paintings, sculptures, drawings and cut-outs, Henri 
Matisse (1869–1954) also embraced the printed book as a 
means of artistic expression. Some thirty of these modern 
masterpieces will be on view for the first time together in 
this landmark exhibition exploring the decisive role book 
production played in Matisse’s career. 
Don’t forget to visit The Morgan’s shop for your holiday 
shopping!

Stay connected with the Morgan by signing up for emails 
or following them on social media! The Morgan Library & 
Museum hopes to see you soon!

Pierpont Morgan’s Library, The Morgan Library & Museum, 
Photography by Graham Haber, 2014.

For more details about current Exhibits and Programs  
at The Morgan Library & Museum,  

please turn to the “Culture & Leisure” section. 
Visit The Morgan’s website. 

Zuma Participates in New York Taste

On Tuesday, November 10, MHNA business member Zuma 
participated in New York Taste, presented by Citi. This year 
more than 40 of New York’s most celebrated restaurants and 
mixology bars joined to present an evening of all you can 
eat, drink and savor at The Waterfront, 269 11th Avenue (be-
tween 27th & 28th Street). It is much easier and faster to 
get to 11th Avenue from Murray Hill, now that the 7 train 
extension to Hudson Yards is completed. You can catch the 7 
train at Grand Central, and it lets you off near the High Line 
extension at 34th Street and 11th Avenue.

Wreath in Murray Hill

www.themorgan.org/
http://http://www.themorgan.org/
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Sami Steigmann, Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
member and tour guide for the historic Murray Hill walk-
ing tours, was honored at a Bnai Zion Foundation Center 
event on August 13, 2015, as a Holocaust survivor and for 
his achievements as an educator and lecturer. Jennifer Teege 
was the guest speaker. She is the granddaughter of Nazi war 
criminal, Amon Goeth, and author, with Nikola Sellmair, of 
My Grandfather Would Have Shot Me: A Black Woman Dis-
covers Her Family’s Nazi Past. This event was sponsored by 
Bill Tingling and his School News Nationwide “Words of 
Bonds” organization, which reaches out to young people to 
teach them about the Holocaust.  The Bnai Zion Foundation 
Center is located at 136 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016. 

Do you like journalism or  
are you a computer geek?

Would you like to work on The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association newsletter or website? If so, please contact 
Nancy Sheran at nancysheran@gmail.com. To do some 
of the work, you will need a computer and access to the 
internet; there are also non-technical things to do. We can 
provide access to a computer and training, if needed.

Sami Steigmann Honored at Bnai Zion Event!

www.murrayhillnyc.org
www.wordsofbonds.org/
www.wordsofbonds.org/
www.bnaizion.org/
www.bnaizion.org/
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Murray Hill in the News
The Neighborhood
The October 2015 edition of The Cooperator, the Co-op and 
Condo Monthly, highlights Murray Hill in the article “Mid-
town’s Murray Hill,” by Debra A. Estock. It begins with a 
history of the neighborhood and expands on its goal of pres-
ervation, stating that “One of the mainstays of the neigh-
borhood over the years has been an interest in the histori-
cal and architectural heritage of Murray Hill. It highlights 
the growing value of the real estate and the neighborhood’s 
appeal to multiple generations, from recent college gradu-
ates to young families to seniors. Best of all, it mentions 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Architectural 
Preservation Awards Event on October 29, organized by our 
Preservation & Design Committee.
September 28, 2015, Gothamist.com, “Interactive Map 
Shows What The NYC Area Looked Like Back In The 
1600s”  by Jen Carlson in Arts & Entertainment. The newly 
unveiled Welikia Project allows the user to see how New 
York City looked in 1609, in its primeval state 
September 10, 2015, Gothamist.com, “Map Shows Where NY-
ers Complain About Homeless The Most,”  by  Rebecca Fish-
bein.  Calls to 311 to complain about homelessness increased 
200% in the area that includes Murray Hill comparing the pe-
riod from January 1st to August 31st in both 2014 and 2015.
September 5, 2015, Gothamist.com, “Bryant Park Manage-
ment Trying To Determine Cause Of Fallen Tree.” By Ben 
Yakas. Five people were injured when a tree snapped in half 
and fell in the middle of Bryant Park. 
August 14, 2015. Peggy Gavan’s website, The Hatching Cat, 
which explores the history of New York City through ani-
mal stories. Her story takes place at Mrs. Carolyn Morgan’s 
residence at 70 Park Avenue, where a jewel theft in 1908 gave 
police the opportunity to purchase a few police dogs from 
Belgium. The article also mentions many events in the his-
tory of Murray Hill. 
September 2, 2015, DNA Info NY, “Patrols Added at 30th 
Street Shelter as Homeless Complaints Rise”, by Noah 
Hurowitz. KIPS BAY — New peace officers and extra light-
ing are coming to the 30th Street men’s homeless shelter 
in response to increased complaints of lawlessness in the 
neighborhood. The addition of six new officers at the 850-
bed shelter comes after neighbors told of nasty encounters 
with aggressive panhandlers, open-air drug use and the 
occasional flasher. Concerns became particularly acute in 
the spring when a resident of the shelter allegedly raped a 
woman in the bathroom of Turnmill Bar on E. 27th Street 
between Park and Lexington avenues.

Restaurants & Businesses
October 1, 2015, Gothamist.com, “Here Are NYC’s 2016 Mi-
chelin Star Winners,” by Rebecca Fishbein. Congratulations 

to Murray Hill Restaurants on the list: Cafe China, Juni, Kai-
jitsu. 
September 24, 2015, Nextdoor.com Murray Hill, a social 
media site, (unconfirmed) Trader Joe’s opening in the Food 
Emporium location 32nd Street & 3rd Avenue by Fall 2016. 
September 24, 2015, Gothamist.com, “Michelin Announc-
es NYC’s Bib Gourmand Awardees,” by Nell Casey. The 
French tire company announced their selections for the Bib 
Gourmand distinction today. Contenders for the list must 
offer two courses and a glass of wine or dessert for $40 or 
less before tax and gratuity, with 133 restaurants making 
the cut this year. Several Murray Hill (or near Murray Hill) 
restaurants are listed: El Parador, Wild Edibles, Mapo Tofu, 
Phoenix Garden, Turkish Kitchen, Bread & Tulips, Hangawi, 
Momokawa, Pippali, Cho Dang Gol, Szechuan Gourmet.
September 21, 2015, Gothamist.com, “The 8 Best Jewish 
Delis In NYC,” by Brian Hoffman. Two Murray Hill delis 
made the cut: 2nd Avenue Deli and Sarge’s.
September 4, 2015, New York Daily News, “Medical mari-
juana dispensary coming to Murray Hill,” by Glenn Blain.
August 25, 2015, Gothamist.com, “A Food & Drink Guide 
To Murray Hill”  by Lauren Evans. 
July 17, 2015, Time Out NYC, Opening of new restaurant in 
Murray Hill, Sushi Roxx

Transportation
September 13, 2015, Articles about the opening of the 7 line 
subway extension. You can pick up this line at Grand Cen-
tral Station It stops at 5th Avenue/Bryant Park, Times Square 
and 34th Street/Hudson Yards (11th Avenue). Subway in-
formation for the 7 line.  CBS News, “34th Street-Hudson 
Yards No. 7 Subway Station Opens Sunday.”  New York Post, 
“The 7 train extension is finally here, and I couldn’t be hap-
pier,” by Steve Cuozzo. 
August 27, 2015, AM NewYork, “Long-awaited 7 train ex-
tension opening date announced by MTA”, by Rebecca 
Harshbarger. The long-awaited extension of the No. 7 train 
to the far West Side of Manhattan will open the afternoon of 
Sunday, September 13. The 7 train’s route goes from Flush-
ing-Main Street in Queens, through Grand Central, 5th 
Avenue-Bryant Park, Times Square, and the extension takes 
it to 34th Street and 11th Avenue. The project is the first sub-
way extension funded by the City in more than 60 Years.  
August 27, 2015, NY1 News TV segment “Big Apple Among 
Top 5 Most Gridlocked Cities, Study Finds”. A new study 
from the Texas A&M Transportation Institute reveals New 
York taking the number four spot as one of the top five cities 
in America with the worst congestion. 

Real Estate & Landmark Law
September 30, 2015, nextdoor.com Murray Hill, “2 more 
buildings sold in Murray Hill,” posted by Anoop Punjabi. 

http://cooperator.com/article/midtowns-murray-hill
http://cooperator.com/article/midtowns-murray-hill
http://gothamist.com/2015/09/28/nyc_1609_map.php?utm_source=Gothamist+Daily&utm_campaign=7e7eb83a16-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73240544d8-7e7eb83a16-1787369
http://gothamist.com/2015/09/28/nyc_1609_map.php?utm_source=Gothamist+Daily&utm_campaign=7e7eb83a16-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73240544d8-7e7eb83a16-1787369
http://gothamist.com/2015/09/28/nyc_1609_map.php?utm_source=Gothamist+Daily&utm_campaign=7e7eb83a16-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_73240544d8-7e7eb83a16-1787369
http://welikia.org/explore/mannahatta-map/
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31 East 31st Street–a rental building with 93 apartments sold 
for $82.4 million; 312 East 30th Street–a rental building with 
67 apartments sold for $51 million. Both were purchased by 
the same LLC.

September 18, 2015, brought to our attention by a MHNA 
member (not confirmed).  218 Madison Avenue has been 
sold. The property also includes 36 Street Cleaners and 
Barbe’s Restaurant located just behind the newly restored 
brick (I believe in the Philadelphia-style) building. The pre-
vious owner did the restoration; it’s very well done, at least 
on the outside. The new owner is planning to tear the build-
ings down. They are trying to get the rental businesses out. 
So far the locksmith and Sabrina nail salon have left. Re-
maining are a hair bar, a small cell phone store, a glass frame 
store plus the cleaners and restaurant.

September 18, 2015, The New York Times, By The Editorial 
Board, “Speed Up New York’s Landmark Process.” This edi-
torial states the case that improvements are needed to the 
process, but some flexibility should be given to the LPC. 

September 8, 2015, newyorkyimby.com, “Permits Filed: 
One Vanderbilt Avenue, 67-Story Office Tower”, by Reb-
ecdca Baird-Remba. 

September 2, 2015, Gothamist Gazette, “Bill Puts City 
Landmarks Law At Serious Risk,” by Andrew Berman. 

September 1, 2015, Gothamist.com, “Applications Now 
Open For Affordable Prefab Micro-Apartments In Kips 
Bay,” by Emma Whitford.

August 31, 2015, NextDoor Murray Hill social media site, 
“Sheldon Solow Files Plans for 42-Story Tower on 39th St / 
1st Ave”, by Rowley Amato, shared by Anoop Punjabi. Shel-
don Solow may have sold off part of the giant First Avenue 
Mud Pit, but now, at long last, he’s finally building on a site 
located right across the street. According to The Real Deal, 
the billionaire developer behind the most expensive offices 
filed plans with the city on Friday to construct a 42-story 
tower at 685 First Avenue. The 700,000-square-foot mixed-
use building will have 550-units, plus 10,000 square feet of 
retail space, and 56,000 square feet reserved for manufac-
turing. The site—a parking lot, was once part of Solow’s $4 
billion redevelopment plan for the East River waterfront, 
which disintegrated in recent years. Since then, he’s been 
selling off portions of his properties, including a huge sec-
tion to JDS Development, who’s in the process of building 
two wacky, curved rental towers on the lot.

July 31, 2015 New York Times, Real Estate Section, C. J. 
Hughes, “Madison Avenue Condo in an Office District”, at 
172 Madison Avenue, at 33rd Street. 

July 28, 2015, Crains NY, “City Council members want to 
curb super tall buildings south of Central Park.” 

FILMS
Painting Cinema: Vilhelm Hammershøi’s Palette, Themes and Moods, 
through Dec. 11. Wed. 7 pm; Fri. 6:30 pm. $10, $7 ASF Members. Scan-
dinavian Oscar Contenders: January, 2016. Check website for details.
New Nordic Cinema: Film series from Norway, Sweden, Denmark 
and Iceland: Starts Feb. 3. Wed. 7 pm; Fri. 6:30 pm. $10, $7 ASF Mem-
bers. Check website for schedule.

CONCERTS
Sylvan Winds, Nielsen, Sibelius and more, Thurs. Dec. 10, 8 PM. $25; 
$20 ASF members. 
Music on Park Avenue with Swedish Pianist, Per Tengstrand, Sun. Dec. 
13. Pre-concert talk 4:15 PM; concert 5 PM. $25; $20 ASF Members. 
Keyboard Conversations with Pianist Jeffrey Siegel: Concerts with 
Lively Commentary, Thursdays, 8 PM. Splendor from Silence: Works 
composed by Beethoven, Smetana and Fauré after they became deaf, 
Jan. 21, 2016. The Passionate Love: Music of Robert Schumann, writ-
ten for his beloved wife, Clara, April 7, 2016. Chopin Forever, May 12, 
2016. His music is always in style and always appealing to audiences.

KIDS & FAMILIES
Swedish Christmas Children’s Workshop: traditional holiday crafts and 
a brief, candlelit Saint Lucia procession, Sat. Dec. 5, 1-3 pm. Ages 5-10. 
$12, $10 ASF Members. RSVP and advance payment required. 
Scandinavian Sing-A-Long: Saturdays, 1 pm, through Dec. 19, contin-
ues in 2016. 
Storytelling: Saturdays, 11AM, ages 5+, Free. 
Special for the holidays: “Santa’s Toy Maker” and Other Scandinavian 
Tales of Christmas, Sat. Dec. 5.
Get the complete schedule of events on their website: www.scandina-
viahouse.org, 212-779-3587. Visit Facebook page, stop by in person. 
Become a member. 212-779-3587 ext. 715. 
Check out the fabulous gift shop and Smörgås Restaurant, open for 
brunch, lunch, dinner, snacks, coffee/tea and combination deals with 
films, concerts and other events 212-847-9745, 212-686-4230.

Bryant Park
40th-42nd Streets between 5th & 6th Avenues:  
Behind the 42nd St. Library 
Winter Activities: The big event is The Pond, our local free ice skating 
rink, open November to February. Also the park’s Xmas tree and 
holiday gift shops. Check out events all year at www.bryantpark.
org, 212-768-4242, Bryant Park’s Facebook, Twitter, blog, weekly 
newsletter, eblasts and brochures. Includes eating spots:  Kiosks, cafés 
and restaurant.

Met Life
Holiday Concerts in Met Life Lobby, Grand Central Terminal.
Free concerts Mon.-Fri., Dec. 7-18, 12-1 pm and 5-6 pm. Super-talented 
choruses and bands from NYC and suburban high schools, including 
auditioned music schools like LaGuardia HS, All NYC High School 
Band, Frank Sinatra School of the Arts, Talent Unlimited and many 
others.

Doctors Orchestra Concert
Thurs. Dec. 10, 7:30 pm. Norman Thomas High School, 33rd St. 
between Park & Lexington Ave. Free, donations are welcome. The 
concerts are always great and usually include a talented soloist. For 
details: www.doctorsorchestra.org, email doctorsorchestranyc@
gmail.com.

Arts & Culture continued from page 15
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