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New Rabbi at Metropolitan Synagogue, the Music and Culture Shul
By Ellen Propp

Our local Reform Synagogue has a new rabbi, one who is 
inspiring and multi-talented. Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, PhD, 

is the son and nephew 
of prominent rabbis, 
Rabbi Walter Plaut and 
Rabbi Gunther Plaut. 
He has followed in their 
footsteps, adding some 
of his personal accom-
plishments and varied 
experiences. Rabbi Plaut 
succeeds Rabbi Joel Goor 
who passed away last 
December.

Rabbi Plaut is a spe-
cialist in doing two jobs 
simultaneously. In addi-
tion to his new post at the 
Metropolitan Synagogue, 
he is the fulltime Execu-

tive Director of American Friends of the Rabin Medical 
Center, the second largest hospital in Israel. Throughout his 
professional life he has energized congregations and in-
creased their membership substantially.

His vision for the Metropolitan congregation is to create 
a warm, vibrant, non-judgmental urban and neighborhood 
community with emphasis on providing young families in 
Murray Hill, Gramercy Park and Midtown a warm and wel-
coming Jewish environment based on culture and music. He 
looks forward to working with children’s Jewish education 
on an individual basis.

In addition to reviving services, he plans cultural events 
and music to generate excitement, assisted by the artistic di-
rector (and Murray Hill neighbor) Leah Tehrani, a magnifi-
cent soprano who is present at all services and events. Please 
see their advertisement on page 14 for details.

Rabbi Josh spent his early childhood years in Great Neck, 
the son of the rabbi of Temple Emanuel (where he was a 
nursery school friend of my son). His father died when he 
was very young, and as a Zionist, his mother raised two of 
her three sons in Jerusalem. He returned to the U.S. and 
earned his B.A. in International Relations and Econom-
ics at Beloit College in Wisconsin. Josh went on to earn his 
Masters in Folklore and Mythology at UCLA. And then he 
studied for the rabbinate at Hebrew Union College (HUC) 
in Cincinnati, completing his degree in three years rather 

than the usual five. In May 2012 he was awarded an honor-
ary Doctor of Divinity by HUC for his 25 years of service.

At age 29 he assumed the dual roles as the first rabbi of a 
congregation in Glastonbury, Connecticut and the director 
of Hillel at Trinity College in Hartford. Eight years later, on 
Martha’s Vineyard, Rabbi Josh again revitalized a fast-growing 
Jewish community, while simultaneously serving as the Jew-
ish Chaplin at MIT. In 2001, he was awarded the prestigious 
Daniel Jeremy Silver fellowship at Harvard that permitted 
him to complete his PhD dissertation at NYU in Hebrew and 
Judaic studies. The doctoral thesis is also the subject of his 
forthcoming book, A Kosher Christmas—Tis the Season to be 
Jewish, to be published in October 2012 by Rutgers University 
Press. He is also the author of Greek Jewry in the Twentieth 
Century, 1913–1983, published in 1996 by Fairleigh Dickinson 
University Press, with its fourth edition in 2010.

The rabbi is also a talented photographer, with special 
interest in the diaspora communities of Greece, Turkey, New 
Zealand and Central Asia. His current interest is the Ameri-
can South. He has created more than 10 different exhibitions, 
displayed in museums and prominent galleries in the U.S., 
Israel and Europe, and is now working on documenting the 
Lower East Side.

Come and welcome Rabbi Joshua Plaut, participate in 
services and the exciting cultural events, and help make his 
inaugural year memorable. ¤

Rabbi Joshua Plaut

Benefit for Preservation Held at Union League Club
On a lovely Saturday afternoon in late April more than 120 
Murray Hillers and friends of the virtuoso pianist Phillip 
Golub gathered for a benefit concert at the Union League 
Club to help further the preservation of our historic and 
architecturally important community. 

The proceeds will be 
used for research costs 
associated with expand-
ing the boundaries of the 
current National Register 
of Historic Places. The 
nomination of 120 ad-
ditional buildings—34th 
to 39th Street, Madison 
to Third Avenue—will be 
placed before the State 
Office of Preservation in 
early December. A large 
number of houses in this 

defined area are in the Murray Hill Historic District as well 
as on the National Register.

 The performance and reception were held in the club’s 
main dining salon, with Phillip at the center of a semi-circle 
room design. He performed Beethoven’s Sonata #10 in G 
Major, Bach’s Partita #6 in E Minor, Robert Schumann’s 
Kinderszenen, Opus 15, as well as several jazz selections.

 Phillip studies classical composition and jazz piano 

and plays with chamber music groups and jazz combos. 
He graduated from Crossroads School in Los Angeles, 
his home. This fall he begins a joint program leading to a 
Bachelor of Arts at Harvard and a Masters of Music from 
the New England Conservatory. He is the grandson of the 
longtime Murray Hill members Rena and the late Richard 
Golub, a tireless worker for preservation of the community.    

Our special thanks go to the Union League Club, always a 
generous supporter of neighborhood activities. Founded in 
1863, the club’s current home at Park Avenue and 37th Street 
was completed in 1931 and was designated a NYC Landmark 
Building last October. Designed by the renowned architect, 
Benjamin Wystar Morris, 
the entry foyer and grand 
staircase are also New 
York City Interior Land-
marks. The walls are filled 
with magnificent portraits 
of some of our country’s 
most influential leaders as 
well as a distinguished art 
collection.  

The event was chaired by Preservation & Design Com-
mittee head Susan Demmet and Irma Worrell Fisher, aided 
by committee members Lucille Bass, Pauline Brooks, Sandy 
Driesen, Carol Emsworth, Judith Hill, Enid Klass, Virginia 
Parkhouse and Michaela Walsh. ¤

Serving fine Italian Cuisine Since 1981
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Villa        Berulia
welcome home....

You can live for years next door to a big pine tree, honored 
to have so venerable a neighbor, even when it sheds 
needles all over your flowers or wakes you, dropping big 
cones onto your deck at still of night. 

—Denise Levertov
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Memories of Arlene
Arlene Lipman, a source of light and humor and a tireless worker for 
the MHNA, died in early April. What follow are some remembrances, 
gleaned from remarks at a memorial service held at Gannon Funeral 
Home on April 12 and e-mails shared thereafter. The memorial ser-
vice was a time to celebrate and not to mourn. 
¶Two young women who worked at the Metropolitan Museum, 
where Arlene volunteered, celebrated her irrepressible side: “When 
we first met, she used to go around grabbing our butts. I wondered 
about that … but pretty soon we missed having her grab our butts! 
She greeted us every morning with: ‘Hello, my little cherubs!’” 

“She always had a smile and a dirty joke. The question, ‘And 
how is Phillippe [de Montebello, the aristocratic former director 
of the Met] today?’ took on a whole new meaning.”
 ¶During the past several months I have been thinking about Ar-
lene nonstop. Since Roger Federer was our man we would agonize 
over his losses and celebrate his wins. At the French Open in June 
Roger lost to Novak Djokovic in the semifinals. I agonized alone.  
During Wimbledon I cheered him on when he beat Andy Murray 
in the finals. I celebrated alone. At the Olympics Andy Murray was 
the victor in straight sets. I cried alone. I miss my friend. 
—Marion Weingarten
¶For 40 years Arlene was an integral part of our life; and it was 
all because of Duffy. As dog owners, we would see each other on 
different days, at different hours: Arlene and I, my husband and 
Harold. I remember thinking to myself, “It’s 7:30 AM; how does 
she look so gorgeous? I will always remember the integrity and 
fiber of this person. She probably still does not have a hair out of 
place.—Terry Hahn
¶My friend Arlene loved Harold (also a trustee of the association), 
her family, the museum, the Yankees (she always made sure MH 

meetings were over in time for the first pitch), tennis, Patterson 
and Connelly novels, and the neighborhood. We enjoyed books, 
the movies and dining in special Murray Hill restaurants and cel-
ebrating the holidays. We will miss you so.—The Bartow Family
¶I debated whether or not I could relate this story, but here goes 
(because I know Arlene would love it): During my first meeting as a 
trustee-recruit to the MHNA, a discussion arose about the building 
manager where those meetings were held. The manager wasn’t pleased 
with the condition of the room after the committee left. “That little 
*$^@&!” Arlene execrated aloud. I turned to my partner wide-eyed, 
trying not to laugh, and asked “Are we sure we’re in the right place?”

Afterward, having met with Arlene several times, having run 
into her on the street and having had lunch or dinner with her a 
few times, I came to know her as always smiling, always elegant, 
always cheerful and fun to talk to and—yes—classy. I absolutely 
loved the contrast with my first encounter with her and I cherish 
that memory.—Joe Di Domenico
¶I could not believe she and her husband went to India and loved 
it. I can’t even imagine her there....  I did not know her well but I 
know that she was always willing to volunteer for some MHNA 
thing. And she was soooo friendly. I remember eating and movies 
and Arlene’s glass of wine big enough to choke a horse.  
—Virginia Parkhouse
¶I remember on one trip through New York State, I found Arlene 
on a swing in a park. She looked like the Maid of the Mist! That 
was Arlene…alive and happy and always up for doing things. 
—Ginny Burbaris
¶The three of us—Arlene, Ginny and I—went on a tour of Italy. 
When we got home I sent her a postcard with the message: “In 
Italy I felt like I’d come home; it’s gracious and charming and 
beautiful…just like you.”—Ray Vinciguerra

Milton Adler: A Living Landmark in Our Midst
By George Arfield

Murray Hill is a neighborhood of admirable architectural 
and historical landmarks associated with, among others, 

pioneers, statesmen, 
tycoons and artists. These 
structures of brownstone, 
brick and mortar remind 
us in a discreet way of 
the past deeds of men 
and women who made a 
difference in our history. 
Among them there are 
names such as Morgan, 
Stimson, McKim, White 
and, of course, Murray.

In a similar muted 
manner, there live among 
us in Murray Hill, people 

of note whose accomplishments, delivered without pre-
tension, merit awareness and recognition. Their range of 
contributions makes them landmarks of our lifetime.

One of these is my 92-year-old neighbor, Milton Adler, 
a member of The Greatest Generation—those who in their 
youth, and one by one, joined to crush the despots of Eu-
rope and Asia in the 1940s. 

More than 40 years ago, Milton moved from Long Island 
to 35 Park Avenue after he and his late wife, Fran, became 
empty nesters. By then he had become a successful busi-
nessman who seldom brought up the actions that made him 
part of the fabric of modern history.

Upon graduation from Michigan in 1942 as an engineer, 
Milton unhesitatingly enlisted in what was then called the 
U.S. Army Air Corps—the precursor to the U.S. Air Force. “I 
felt a sense of mission, to go fight the Nazis,” he says. Given 
the choice he opted for bomber pilot school “because I felt 
that as a fighter pilot I might wind up in the Pacific.” 

He was assigned to Flight School in East St. Louis, Ill., 
and earned his pilot’s wings easily because “I knew a lot 
about planes and how they worked [as I] had spent sum-
mers working for Martin Marietta”—a now-defunct aircraft 
builder—“in Savannah, Georgia.

“While others played cards during breaks I read aircraft 
manuals,” he says with a grin. Soon he was training on twin-
engined Martin B-26 Marauders, a tactical medium-range 
bomber designed to support troops on the ground with 
bombs and firepower.

In December 1942 he sailed on the Queen Mary, which 
had been converted from luxury liner to troop car-
rier, across a U-boat-infested ocean, from Manhattan to 
Glasgow, Scotland. Then it was off by train to the southeast 
of England, where the Royal Air Force turned over an air 
station to “the Yanks.”

Danger and uncertainty were givens in those early days 

of flying—before on-board radar and advanced navigational 
devices had been invented. It took skill and determination 
rooted in courage to take off and return to an often foggy, 
rainy England, across the choppy English Channel, through 
skies dominated by the enemy, with radios silenced to avoid 
enemy detection. The non-automated nature of flying in 
those days, sitting in the cramped, unpressurized cockpit of 
a bomber known for some edgy habits demanded concen-
tration and skill.

One of Milton’s most vivid recollections, tinged with 
sadness, was “when we were attacked by fighter planes over 
occupied Belgium. My top gunner was hit and the plane’s 
rudder was damaged. We didn’t know if we’d make it back. 
The most important thing was to keep flying long enough 
to get across the [English] Channel. We crash-landed on a 
field in England. But that made no difference to my gunner. 
He was dead, bled to death,” Milton recalls, as his memories, 
and tears, flow slowly. 

Then came D-Day: June 6, 1944. “It was the happiest day 
of my life,” Milton says. “On June 5 we were suddenly re-
stricted to our bases. I had a date that night in London and 
I couldn’t let her know I wouldn’t be making it because all 
phone lines had been cut off,” he adds with a wistful smile.

“But then we took off to support the landings in Nor-
mandy,” he recalls. “I felt so happy, looking down from the 
cockpit and seeing the mighty invasion proceed and know-
ing that in a small way I was among those making history.”

Milton catches his breath. There is a pause and then he 
adds: “You cannot imagine how elated I felt.” That first day 
of the invasion his B-26 attacked, among other targets, Ger-
mans in Ste. Mère Église, the Normandy town where U.S. 
airborne troops suffered heavy losses in a pre-dawn drop. 

After the bombs had been released on a designated tar-
get, Milton and other B-26 pilots were free to fire their guns 
at enemy positions. “I loved going after German ‘targets of 
opportunity,’ ” such as enemy trains or columns of trucks or 
armor, Milton says. “We knew what the Nazis had done; I 
had no regrets.”

As the Allies advanced, the B-26 squadrons continued 
to provide tactical support from the air. Their bases were 
moved from England to captured airfields in France and 
Belgium. When the war ended in 1946, Captain Milton 
Adler returned to the United States. Mission accomplished, 
he never again piloted a plane.

Last year he was surprised to learn that he had been 
made a Chevalier (knight) of the Legion of Honor, the 
award created by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize those 
who served France with distinction. The award had been 
issued at the end of the war but had become lost. French 
diplomats in the U.S finally delivered it to Milton in 2011. He 
accepted, quietly. ¤

Milton Adler
Photo: George Arfield

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188

neatknick51@yahoo.com

Metropolitan
Synagogue of
New York

Celebrating 53 years in
Murray Hill, 1959-2012

40 East 35th Street
(Sanctuary)

28 E. 35th St.
(Office)

(212) 679-8580

RabbiJoshuaPlaut CantorMichaelNiemann
A Traditional Reform Synagogue

The Most Beautiful
High Holiday Services

*Tickets Available*

Open Seating in ourMain Sanctuary
•InspiringShofarService•KolNidrebyCantor,choir&cello

•MusicalMeditationBeforetheArk
•MovingYizkor-MemorialService •StimulatingSermons

•SpecialYomKippurChildren’sServiceopentopublic,
HostedbyLeahTehrani

Tickets and Membership Reasonable (No Building Fund)

InterfaithFamiliesMostWelcome

HebrewHome Study
BAR/BAT MITZVAH PREPARATION

DATES AVAILABLE

ShabbatServices, Fridays@6pm
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“It was like worlds colliding,” she said. “To combine my singing and my religious beliefs in a single job — and to have it 
right across the street from our house and next door to my daughter’s nursery school — was amazing.” 

At Metropolitan 
Synagogue, which 
shares space with the 
Community Church 
of New York on East 
35th Street, her title is 
“artistic director.” As 
such, she is follow-
ing in the footsteps 
of Leonard Bernstein, 
who held the same job 
more than 50 years 
ago. Her goal, bowing 
to the Maestro, is to 
restore the synagogue 
to its once storied role 
as a cultural center for 
the neighborhood. ¤

Ravelle Brickman is a writer and marketing consultant who teaches at NYU.

By Marisa Bulzone
Over the course of the past few 
years, it has seemed that each 
week has brought a new transpor-
tation issue—and potential head-
ache—to Murray Hill. Be it bike 
lanes, bus lanes, the Transitway, or 
Select Bus Service, MHNA has been 
at the forefront of protecting our 
neighborhood’s interests.

As of this writing, we await updates 
on the status of a number of major 
projects due to begin: water main/sewer 
replacement on East 34th Street; final 
construction phases of Select Bus Service 
on 34th Street, and the placement of Bike-
Share racks. But we have not been idle: On 
June 5th, City Council President Christine 
Quinn sent a letter to DOT Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, urging the DOT 
to reinstate the 34th Street bus stops at Madison and Lexington Avenues. The letter is signed by all of our elected officials at the 
city, state, and federal level. (See the complete letter at http://merchant2.videotex.net/photos/News/CQuinn34thStLetter.pdf, or 
visit the MHNA web site, www.murrayhillnyc.org, and follow the link under “Featured News”).

For a complete status report on transportation and quality-of-life issues facing Murray Hill, attend the annual MHNA 
Town Hall Meeting, Thursday, September 20, 2012, at 7:00 pm, at the Armenian Evangelical Church, 152 East 34th Street, 
between Lexington and Third Avenues. ¤

Transportation Notes

Community Briefs
Neighborhood Art Show at Gallery35 For the first time ever, 
Gallery35 made an artist call to the entire Murray Hill art 
community by inviting members of the Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association and others living in the area to exhibit their 
art alongside Gallery35 artists. The show, titled Murray Hill 
& Beyond, plans to display art highlighting the beauty of the 
neighborhood as well as works depicting other subjects. 

“We have received an enthusiastic response from many 
artists,” said Virginia Asman, the gallery’s chair, who adds that 
“the show will feature work in all media.”

Gallery35 is located at 30 East 35th Street within the Com-
munity Church of New York. The show opens with a reception 
from 4 –7 pm on Saturday, September 29 and closes on Satur-
day, November 10, 4–6 pm. Admission is free.
Please contact the gallery—www.gallery35nyc.com or gal-
lery35nyc@gmail.com—for additional viewing opportunities.
Kips Bay Plaza Works for Permanent Space Declaring the 
summer tryout of the Kips Bay Public Plaza a huge success, our 
neighbors are lobbying to make the space on Second Avenue 
between 30th and 33rd Streets into a permanent plaza in 2013. 
Certainly, the area was alive with music (jazz and folk) and 
games (even field hockey for kids), strollers and green market 
stalls. (Also, with a new Fairway Market expected to open on 
Second Avenue near 30th Street in November, the area will 
be rich in groceries as well.) Both Kips Bay members and their 
Murray Hill neighbors are encouraged to distribute flyers and 
lobby our elected representatives to make this plaza perma-

nent. For more information, contact Kips Bay Neighborhood 
Alliance at kbna.info@gmail.com.
Annual Night Out Against Crime, presented by the 17th 
Precinct Community Council, returned to Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza on East 47th Street on Tuesday evening August 7. In addi-
tion to free games and giveaways for children, there was a free 
barbecue for everyone. Bill Turner and the Blue Smoke rock & 
roll band warmed up the crowd for the comments by elected 
officials who arrived around 8 pm. A candlelight ceremony at 
8:30 pm wrapped up the proceedings. 
Community Relations Each year the NYPD presents awards 
to the president of each community association. On June 1, the 
17th Precinct and MHNA president Diane Bartow exchanged 
thanks and praise at the Police Appreciation Dinner at the 
Armenian Cathedral on Second Avenue at 35th Street.
Old-fashioned Compliment: As descriptions of Murray Hill go, 
Liam P. Cusack had one to remember in the October 2011 issue 
of The Cooperator, the Co-op and Condo Monthly: “If we gave 
Manhattan neighborhoods human personalities—the meat-
packing district may be the hip, in-the-know popular cousin and 
Central Park South would be the conservative Wall Street banker 
uncle—it would stand to reason that Murray Hill is our dear old 
grandma, very quiet but endearing. You wouldn’t want to spend 
Friday night with her but she frequently offers gems of wisdom 
and history.” Mr. Cusack did acknowledge the influx of young 
professionals contributing to “a restaurant and bar scene on 
Third Avenue becoming spicier with each liquor license issued.”

Faces of Murray Hill—continued from page 1

From proscenium to pulpit: Leah Tehrani is the new artis-
tic director of Murray Hill’s synagogue.

Photo: Sami Steigmann

Outside PS 116:  Jude Tehrani, age 6, is entering 
first grade. Kaelin, age 4, will start kindergarten 
next year. Photo: Sami Steigmann

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures with Cash Position

Fiscal Year Ended February 29, 2012
(Unaudited for Management Purposes Only)

Cash, March 1, 2011 $ 23,091

Revenues

Administration  15
Block Party  11,775
Community Services  7,680
Greening  24,096
Membership Services  41,392
Preservation and Design  19,258

Total $ 104,216

Expenditures

Administration  11,611
Block Party  1,486
Community Services  5,139
Greening  48,970
Membership Services  33,642
Preservation and Design  18,219

Total $ 119,067

Cash, February 29, 2012 $ 8,240

A Memorable Tour of Our Saviour (Wine Included)
By Pauline Brooks

The handsome building with the tower and gray stone facing on Park Avenue and 38th 
Street—namely, the Church of Our Saviour—was the location of a very special event 
on May 9. MHNA members and friends gathered there for a tour given by the pastor, 
Father George Rutler. 

The construction of the church was completed in 1959 and was built not only to fill 
a utilitarian need but to create a showpiece on Park Avenue. The interior space is rela-

tively simple, but encompasses 
many lovely features, includ-
ing a triumphal arch, beautiful 
stained glass windows, intricate 
stone flooring and a high gilt cassette ceiling (further information 
can be found on the church’s website). Father George was an espe-
cially gracious and witty host and provided inside information about 
the church’s history and artifacts.

After the tour, everyone was invited to a reception on Father 
George’s private terrace on the fifth floor. The weather had been 
alarmingly unstable all day, so food was set up in Father George’s din-
ing room—but by the end of the tour the threat of rain had dimin-
ished so that everyone was able to enjoy wine on the terrace. With 
lovely views and an ethereal atmosphere (thanks to the mist!), the 
evening could not have been more memorable and charming.

Father George was extremely generous in providing himself and 
his private space to benefit the MNHA. Also, a special thank you to 
Peggy Byrne for all her help in setting up the occasion. 

Proceeds from the sold-out event went to the P&D Committee to 
help with research to extend the historic district. ¤

Left to right: Pauline Brooks, Fr. Rutler, 
Susan Demmet
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Historic Murray Hill Black and White Drawings by Dean Avery
The Estate of Dean Avery donated to our association his images of historic and architecturally 
important buildings in our community. These are available for purchase as black-and-white note 
cards, prints and a map. Proceeds dedicated to historic preservation in Murray Hill.

The Lanier Mansion inspired the 
logo adopted by MHNA.

Cards: package of 10 assorted designs: $15 or 2 packages for $25
Prints: 11 x 14 inches: $20
Map: 25 ½  x 17 ¾ inches: $45
Some examples of the available cards and prints: (View more on our web site.)
Park Avenue, 1928
Sniffen Court
Robb Mansion, 23 Park Avenue
Morgan Library, Original
Church of the Incarnation

Lanier Mansion, 123 East 35th Street
Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street
Olympic House, 57 Park Avenue
Italianate Style, 127-129 East 35th Street
Lincoln House, 122-123 East 38th Street

Commemorative Map of Historic Landmarks in Murray Hill 
The Association has just been able to reissue this exclusive map by 
Dean Avery, created in 1976 in commemoration of Murray Hill’s 
designation as an “Official Bicentennial District,” celebrating the 200 
years since the American Revolution. This exclusive black-and-white 
map,  25 ½  x 17 ¾ inches, is available for purchase for $45.

Prints of many of the individual buildings shown on this map are 
also available for purchase at $20. Package of ten assorted note cards 
of some of the illustrated historic buildings on the map, $15.

All proceeds from the sale of these items are dedicated to 
historic preservation in our community.

To order note cards, prints or map
visit our website: 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
or call or e-mail Susan Demmet: 

212-689-6730
or

smedemmet@aol.com

Historical information

Mrs. Mary Lindley Murray and her 
daughters entertained British General 
Howe and his troops for tea, while 
General Putnam and his American 
troops moved northward. The Murray 
Home, Belmont, was located at Park 
Avenue and 37th Street, on their farm 
known as Inclenberg.

A bronze plaque honoring Mary Lindley 
Murray, placed by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, is embedded in 
a boulder in the southern mall at Park 
Avenue and 37th Street.

Education on the Hill
PS 116 Snapshots

By Mary Silver
Students Befriend Children at NYU Rusk Institute
Last spring, over the course of four months, sixteen 4th 
and 5th-grade peer mediators partnered with the NYU 
Rusk Institute and the Children’s Museum of the Arts to 
work closely with children undergoing rehabilitation at 
Rusk. Working together week 
after week, the children made 
collaborative works of art that 
were displayed all summer at 
the Children’s Museum of the 
Arts. More importantly, the 
children created bonds that 
helped them all learn about 
their similarities, hopes and 
dreams.
PS 116 Enters Partnership 
with Local Law Firm
This past June marked the 
auspicious beginning of a new 
partnership between PS 116 
and Morgan, Lewis, a well-
respected local firm with a national reputation. Morgan, 
Lewis is committed to helping to support the PS 116 

community through their Power Lunch reading program, 
school improvement projects and much more. For starters, 
Morgan, Lewis associates spent a day in June helping PS 116 
organize its storage room, which is now in tip-top shape. 
The school community is truly excited about this wonder-
ful, new relationship.
Ribbon-cutting Ceremony Celebrates New Schoolyard
After almost a year of patience, persistence and anticipa-
tion, the PS 116 community welcomed the completion of its 

newly renovated schoolyard 
with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony held the day before 
the first day of school. The 
renovation was made pos-
sible through funds provided 
by the New York City Coun-
cil through the advocacy of 
Council members Daniel 
Garodnick and Rosie Men-
dez. Garodnick and Mendez 
were on hand to cut the 
ribbon and dedicate the new 
playground. PS 116 students 
enjoyed an afternoon of fun 
and sun in their colorful new 

schoolyard, which features a running track, alphabet letters 
and numbers, as well as hopscotch and box ball games. ¤

Photo: Burt Rubin

Love the trees until their leaves fall off, then encourage them 
to try again next year.” 

– Chad Sugg

Center for Applied Judaism
You Are Cordially Invited to Join Us for a 

Fresh and Exciting Approach to the Study of 
Jewish Traditions.

Our Rabbinic Interns lead us in the study of 
the Torah and its relationship to Contemporary 

Spiritual Practices of Personal Prayer, Meditation, 
Affirmation and Visualization.

10am –11 am: Torah Study  –Bagels and Coffee 
11:15 am–12:15 pm: Worship Services

Following Torah Study and Worship Services,
Discussion groups held on Sunday afternoons focus 

on the writings of our founders that inspire 
Personal, Professional and Spiritual growth.

Interested? Please call and set up an appointment 
to learn more.

Please find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/appliedjudaismnyc

CENTER FOR APPLIED JUDAISM (our 90th year)
109 East 39th Street, New York 10016  212-682-2626
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There’s More to Murray Hill—continued from page 1

The State and National Registers of Historic Places are the 
official lists of buildings, structures, districts, objects, and sites 
significant in the history, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture of New York and the Nation. The same eligibility 
criteria are used for both the state and national registers.

The nomination for the expanded Murray Hill National 
Register District will be presented before the State Office 
of Preservation in December 2012.

its day—quadruple the cost of nearby row houses—No. 31 has a 
handsome façade of Ohio stone and a slate mansard roof. By 1880 
it belonged to Grace & Co. founder William R. Grace, elected that 
year as New York’s first Irish-Amer-
ican Catholic mayor.  Just across the 
street, the 1875 row house at 24 East 
38th Street became the home of Dr. 
Fordyce Barker, “attending physician 
to General Grant.”

Stables joining the district include 
157 East 35th Street, built in 1867 but 
converted by 1924 into a studio for 
Malvina Hoffman, a former Rodin 
pupil whom the The Times described 
as “one of the foremost sculptors of 
America.” The press chronicled grand 
parties for A-list princes and politi-
cians, actors and artists, bankers and 
ballet dancers, lords and ladies held 
in her studio, including this one in 
February 1929:

The many guests, all costumed in 
bizarre fashion, were entertained 
at about midnight by a program 
of divertissements. This began 
with a performance in native 
costume by Lahiri and Lota, Hindu musicians, who played 
native instruments. An eighteenth century costume dance by 
Paul Tchernikoff followed. A clown act was presented… [and] 
several champion wrestlers staged a match…followed by an 
Egyptian snake dance. 

George Gershwin and Bill “Bojangles” Robinson also entertained 
the guests, who included Mr. and Mrs. Paul Manship, Mr. and 
Mrs. Efrem Zimbalist, Mr. and Mrs. Royal Cortissoz, Lord Charles 
Cavendish, and Felix Warburg.

Murray Hill has long been known for its clubs. The former Wil-
liams Club, 24 East 39th Street, will join the district. So will the 1875 
row house at 24 East 38th, home 
to the Dartmouth Club from 1926 
to 1936. On the club’s opening, 
The Times reported that Western 
Union would “provide the returns 
of football scores and other 
athletic events to the members 
without their having to leave their 
rooms.”

Murray Hill’s 1847 restrictions kept the neighborhood free 
of nuisances—as in 1911, when the Irving sisters, at 121 East 37th 
Street, sued their neighbor for renting her stable to the White 
Cross Milk Company. According to The Times, “the plaintiffs al-

leged that not only were there noises 
of milk cans being dragged across 
stone floors at all hours of the night, 
but…the odors from the place were 
anything but pleasant.”  But while the 
restrictions successfully kept out what 
The Times called “the business inva-
sion,” in later years less sympathetic 
judges decided that they permitted 
large modern apartment buildings. 
Nevertheless, their success in exclud-
ing office buildings has kept Murray 
Hill a residential enclave among the 
Midtown skyscrapers. 

Those new apartment buildings 
were designed by some of the major 
architects of the day, including George 
F. Pelham, Emery Roth & Sons, and 
Kahn & Jacobs. Ads for the apart-
ments touted the neighborhood’s 
advantages, as in this 1958 notice:

310 Lexington Avenue is the new-
est and proudest addition to New 
York City’s traditionally fashionable 

Murray Hill neighborhood. Located a few blocks from Grand 
Central Station and East Side Airlines Terminal... minutes away 
from Manhattan’s new majestic “main line” of business and all 
commercial and social centers in the Metropolitan area, 310 is 
the answer to gracious living if you demand quiet elegance and 
an address of unmistakable distinction.

That ad could have been written yesterday.

Historian and writer Anthony W. Robins recently published a new 
edition of his 1987 book, “The World Trade Center (Classics of 
American Architecture)” and has just finished writing “Grand Cen-

tral Terminal: 100 Years of a New 
York Landmark”, celebrating the 
Terminal’s coming centennial in 
February 1913. For more infor-
mation, see his LinkedIn profile: 
www.linkedin.com/in/anthony-
robins, or visit his amazon.com 
author page.  ¤
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