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There’s More to Murray Hill…. By Anthony W. Robins
Editor’s note: The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association has retained Mr. Robins to prepare the National Register nomination for an ex-
panded Murray Hill Historic District.

The Murray Hill National Register Historic District is about to get larger, and will soon include most of the neighborhood 
within its long-accepted boundaries—East 34th to East 40th Street, Madison Avenue to Third Avenue. Additions range 
from 1860s row houses and stables to apartment buildings that have recently turned 50 years old, the minimum age re-
quired by the National Register. 

Houses include speculative rows such as Nos. 149 to 157 East 37th Street (John G. Prague, 1872–73), and individual 
townhouses such as 31 East 38th Street (William P. Easterbrook, 1869). Unusually expensive for Continued on page 20

Faces of Murray Hill
The Tehrani Family: A Surgeon from Iran and a Singer from Canada 
Find a Home on East 35th Street       By Ravelle Brickman

Born into a family of professionals in the former Persia, 
Kevin Tehrani grew up in a world of relative comfort. His 
father worked for an American company and all the chil-
dren studied English. 

Everything changed with the revolution. In the new Iran, 
Jewish boys, like Kevin, were in mortal danger. Fearing that 
he would be drafted, the family arranged his escape. Barely 
14, he and two other boys fled to Afghanistan, then were 
smuggled across the desert on camels. In Pakistan they were 
granted asylum. Kevin was flown to Vienna a few months 
later and the family ultimately emigrated to the U.S. 

Determined to be a doctor, Kevin entered Queens Col-
lege at 16, then received his medical degree at SUNY Down-
state and completed a fellowship 
in plastic surgery at the University 
of Kansas. Following service in 
the U.S. Naval Reserve he made 
several trips to underdeveloped 
countries to perform reconstruc-
tive surgery on children. 

“I wanted to give something 
back to the country that had given 
me so much,” he said, still grateful 
for the success he has found in the 
U.S. He is now chief of his division 
at SUNY Downstate and has pri-
vate offices on Park Avenue and in 
Great Neck. 

For Leah Moss, the move to 
New York at 18 was a lot easier. 

Growing up in Canada, Leah became a professional singer at 
the age of nine, when she joined the Toronto Children’s Choir. 

“Singing changed my life,” she said. At 13, she made her 
debut at Carnegie Hall. Five years later, she moved to New 
York to study at Julliard and the Mannes School of Music, 
simultaneously performing with the Grand Opera of New 
York, the Folkesbiene Theater and other musical companies. 

Meeting Kevin was a turning point in her life. It was 
“love at first sight.” They were married in 2004 and moved 
to Murray Hill five years later. Here they purchased three 
floors of a townhouse on 35th Street and enrolled their chil-
dren in local schools. 

Although brought up in Toronto’s Jewish community, 
Leah was not particularly reli-
gious until she joined Birthright, 
a not-for-profit organization that 
sponsors trips to Israel for young 
people of Jewish descent. She 
went to Israel in 2003, where she 
experienced a profound spiritual 
awakening. On returning to the 
U.S., she began performing ben-
efits for Jewish groups. 

Through her work for one such 
group, she met Rabbi Joshua Plaut. 
When Rabbi Plaut was appointed 
head of Metropolitan Synagogue, 
he turned immediately to Leah 
Tehrani for cantorial assistance. 

Kevin and Leah Tehrani on Mother’s Day, 2011, with 
Jude (left) and Kaelin.

Photo: Ziba Photography

Continued on page 17
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From the President’s Desk
Diane Bartow

News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association  Fred Arcaro, President
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Welcome back! I hope everyone enjoyed the summer.
I look forward to seeing you all on September 20 at 7:00 pm for the Mur-

ray Hill Neighborhood Association annual meeting. We will review and up-
date the issues facing our neighborhood and then have breakout sessions to 
answer your questions and concerns. We will be discussing the follow issues:

 • update on the 34th Street Transitway and construction issues
 • bike stations in Murray Hill and safety concerns
 • rehab of the retaining walls of the tunnel on Park Avenue
 • Blueway project (East Side waterway park plans)
 • other transportation and traffic issues
 • expansion of the historic district

It is important to get information to you on various issues in a timely 
manner. We have been using e-mail blasts to achieve this goal. If you have 
an e-mail address, please make sure we have it. Send an e-mail to our mem-
bership committee: info@murrayhillnyc.org, and ask to have your e-mail 
address added to your record This will help you get information about hap-
penings in the neighborhood on a timely basis.

Hopefully, you will all renew your membership and get a friend or 
neighbor to join: the larger our membership numbers, the louder our voice 
on all the issues. If you have some available time and would like to be more 
involved in your neighborhood, join one of the many committees of the 
association and help your community. Choose something you enjoy. Have 
a green thumb? Join the greening committee. Interested in events? Become 
a member of the social committee. Have issues that you feel need to be 
resolved? Join one of the quality-of-life committees. Believe in the historic 
value of Murray Hill? Get involved with Preservation and Design.

We need your help and assistance. We are presently faced with many is-
sues in the neighborhood and one person (YOU!) can make a big difference.

Meanwhile, save these dates:
September 20: General Meeting
December 2: annual lighting of the Park Avenue Christmas trees to kick 
off the start of the holiday season in Murray Hill
December 8: first candle lighting for Hanukkah
Finally, it was wonderful seeing and meeting so many members at the an-

nual Street Fair. I want to especially thank the hard-working volunteers and 
the merchants who are always there for us. And, thank you to all who signed 
the petition for the return of the bus stops on 34th Street. You helped make 
it happen: see the letter to the DOT from all our elected officials (page 16). 
Well done, Murray Hill! Thank you, thank you.

As always, we will continue to stay on mission to make the Murray Hill 
neighborhood a highly desirable place to live and work.

Happy holidays to all!

Proud resident of Murray Hill for 20 

years specializing in co-op, condo, 

townhouse & investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
Vice President, 

Associate Broker 

212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate 
broker. Owned and operated by NRT LLC.

Construction on the future PS/IS 281 on the southwest 
quarter of 616 First Avenue, site of the former Con Edison 
power plant, is continuing as planned. They have finished 
erecting the steel beams and have started to install infra-
structure for the school. On the east side of the six-story 
building will be a half-size basketball court and a children’s 
playground surrounded by a three-foot-high iron gate. 

Sheldon Solow has put the rest of the site up for sale. 
Given the nature of the market, I believe that he will have 
difficulty in finding a buyer.
Three Bike-Share Stations Approved for Midtown East
In March of 2012, Community Board Six approved New 
York City Department of Transportation’s proposal for a 
bike-sharing program. There will be three Bike-Share sta-
tions in the MECA area: 1) 31 bike docks at 39th Street east 
of Second Avenue; 2) 35 bike docks between 35th and 36th 
Streets east of Second Avenue, and 3) 43 bike docks at 34th 
Street and FDR Drive. Details of the program can be viewed 
on the DOT Website. 
DEP Puts Water Mains before Street Modification
On April 2, 2012, the Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) presented an update of future construction at 35th 
Street and Second Avenue. The Public Safety, Environment 
and Transportation (PSE&T) Committee of Community 
Board Six learned that: 1) the DEP plans to lay water mains 
along 34th Street from FDR Drive to Third Avenue before 
DOT street modification along 34th Street for its Select Bus 
Service program and 2) DEP will also run water mains along 
35th Street (from First to Third Avenue), 33rd Street (from 
Second to Third Avenue) and along Second Avenue from 33rd 
to 36th Street to supply water from Third Water Tunnel Shaft 
32B to the city water piping system. The first phase of this 
program will not start before the middle of 2013.
Update on Expansion at NYU Langone Medical Center
NYU Langone Medical Center has taken additional space 
on the first level of an office building at 333 East 38th Street. 
The space, once occupied by the food store Novello and a 
candy store on the first floor, will provide outpatient medi-
cal care. NYULMC is continuing construction of its 12-floor 
medical facility in the old Verizon Building on 38th Street 
between Second and Third Avenues. The first occupants will 
move in Fall 2012 and the public plazas are expected to be 
completed by early 2013.

Further south, between 30th and 38th Streets on First 
Avenue, NYU has started demolition of Rubin Hall and 
alteration of the Schwartz Lecture Hall to make room for a 
new Science Building to be completed in 2015.

On 34th Street and First Avenue construction to ex-
pand the hospital’s emergency department is scheduled for 
completion by year-end 2013. Near the same site, NYU will 
start demolition of the old Rusk Institute and alteration of 

the Tisch Hospital building to make room for a new Kim-
mel Pavilion Building to be completed by 2017.
Once and Future Dates of Note
MECA’s annual meeting will be held on September 20 con-
current with the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 
MHNA will be sending out notices as to location and time 
of the meeting. I hope that you had time to visit our MECA 
Street Fair on August 25 on Lexington Avenue from 42nd to 
57th Street.

If you have not renewed your MECA membership, please 
do so now by sending your check (payable to MECA) to 415 
East 37th Street, NY 10016, or MHNA (payable to Murray 
Hill Neighborhood Association) to PO BOX 1897, NY 10156-
1897. Be sure to use your renewal form, if you have it. Thank 
you for your continuing support of MECA.

Fred Arcaro is Chair of the Public Safety, Environment and 
Transportation Committee of Community Board Six.

Save the Date!
What:   MHNA Annual Meeting
When:  Thursday, September 20, 7 pm
Where: Armenian Evangelical Church, 152 East 34th 
Street (between Lexington and Third Ave)
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Join or Renew on line!
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org, to join or renew your 
membership online. There, you can also keep up to 
date on events and other newsworthy items.

Members’ Corner


Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 

Neighborhood Association
Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level 

I have indicated below. My check is enclosed, payable to 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association.

o $35 Individual         o $50 Couple

o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)

o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional

o $100 Patron          o $250 Guardian       o $500 Benefactor
I want to make an additional contribution:  $______

Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _____________________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________

Second Name (couples) _______________________________

E-mail address ______________________________________

Company __________________________________________

Address ________________________________Apt  ________

City _______________________State _____ Zip ___________

Home Phone ________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ____________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897

by John Chadwick

Specializing in quality residential 
and commercial interior design.

By appointment
212-685-8900IN

TE
R
IO
R
S

320 Lexington Ave (btw 38th & 39th) 212-213-0042 www.blackshackburger.com

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents with care 

for 16 years

Paintings, Single Items, Entire Estates

Call 212.447.0572
for an appointment in my office

or in your home

PASTEUR PHARMACY
53 EAST 34TH ST. 806 LEXINGTON AVE.
NY, NY 10016 CORNER 62 / LEX.
TEL. 212-683-3838 NY, NY 10065
FAX. 212-684-0357 TEL. 212-838-2500
FAX. 212-679-3123 FAX. 212-888-3128

LEON TARASENKO, RPH
MAGGIE MAVROMATIS, RPH 212-683-0408
STEVEN SCHIMMEL, RPH Fax 212-689-6240

 PASTPHARM@AOL.COM

New Members
Christina Boris  
Karen Buros  
Lara Chassin  
Monica & Michael Culoso 
Phyllis DeBiase
Stan Filonenko
Barbara Goldstein
Ben Harris
Harris Healy
Mark & Johanna Imhof
Nina Kaufman & 
   Joseph Carr
Stephen & Marcy Kay
Kathy L. Plotkin
Anna Ma
Anthony Persaud
Patti Perskin

Richard & Mary Powers
Karen & Marc Putterman
Rita Schneider
Ainslee Schreiber
Giancarlo Simonetti
Dennis Stark
Fran & Michael Valenzo
Jayne Warner
Pete Wilde & 
   Maureen Edelson
Marie Zacher

New Business Members
Gramercy Park Optical
Linda, The Bra Lady

As of 7/31/2012

Our Advertisers and You: A Winning Combination

Murray Hill Life thanks our business friends who have 
supported us over the years through their advertising. Our 
advertisers help us bring you a beautiful publication by 
helping to defray costs of color printing, superior paper 
stock and mailing. Remember them when you need their 
services, and encourage your friends to patronize them. Be 
sure to let them know you saw their ad in Murray Hill Life.

As they come to our attention, we will introduce the 
newer businesses and professional neighbors to you. 
When you patronize them, please let them know where 
you learned about them and tell them how much MHNA 
appreciates their support. As a civic organization, we can 
represent their needs as well. Together we are a winning 
combination. —Ellen Propp

A Loud and Grateful Thank You 
to Our Silent Auction Donors

By George Arfield
The Silent Auction table was, as often in past years, the most 
successful destination financially among the official MHNA 
sites at the 2012 Street Fair. 

This accomplishment—$3,615 was raised—was made 
possible by the generous contributions of 39 Murray Hill 
businesses and individuals and the volunteers staffing the 
Silent Auction table at the fair. The donations, which will be 
used to advance MHNA’s neighborhood enhancement goals, 
deserve our collective thanks. We suggest returning these 
courtesies by frequenting these generous commercial and 
professional supporters. They are:

70 Park Avenue Kimpton Hotel
Affinia Dumont Hotel, 150 East 34th Street
Arabesque Restaurant & Lounge, 4 East 36th Street
Joseph K. Askinasi, Chiropractic Orthopedist, 30 East 40th Street
Virginia Asman
Fred Astaire Midtown Dance Studio, 201 East 34th Street
Barbes Restaurant, 19-21 East 36th Street
Naomi Blum
Marilyn Boddewyn
Cibo Restaurant, 767 Second Avenue
Dock’s Oyster Bar, 633 Third Avenue
East Pacific Pan-Asian Bistro, 120 East 34th Street
El Pote Espanol Restaurant, 718 Second Avenue
El Rio Grande Restaurant, 160 East 38th Street
Franchia Vegan Café, 12 Park Avenue
Patricia Garbarini
Honors Bridge Center, 113 East 58th Street, 14th Floor
Hudson Place Restaurant & Bar, 538 Third Avenue
Institute of Culinary Education, 50 West 23rd Street
Jackson Hole Burgers, 521 Third Avenue
Patrick Kavanagh Pub, 497 Third  Avenue
Kessel Wellness Center, 481 Third  Avenue
The Kitano Hotel, 66 Park Avenue
Linda the Bra Lady, 552 Third  Avenue
Estate of Arlene Lipman
Madison Bistro, 238 Madison Avenue
Ellen Mandelbaum
Mulligan’s Pub, 267 Madison Avenue
David Newman
Park Avenue Tavern, 99 Park Avenue
Pasteur Pharmacy, 53 East 34th Street
Marsha Peruo
Portofino Sun Centers, 560 Third  Avenue
Quality House Wines & Spirits, 2 Park Avenue
Serge French Restaurant, 165 Madison Avenue
Soldiers’, Sailors’, Marines’, Coast Guard & Airmen’s Club, 
   283 Lexington Avenue
Toledo Restaurant, 6 East 36th Street
Villa Berulia Ristorante, 107 East 34th Street
Winfield Flynn Wines & Spirits, 588 Third Avenue

The Bake Table Thanks You and You 
and You and …
Paula Gilliam, who presided over the cookies and cakes and 
other delectable delights at the Murray Hill Festival on May 
20, wishes to thank the following people and providers who 
baked, contributed and/or worked at the Bake Table. Paula 
adds, “Please accept my sincere apologies if I have forgotten 
anyone.”

Diane Bartow
Trudy Bartow
Kelly Belford
Marisa Bulzone
John B. Chadwick, Jr.
Mieko Kojima
Margie Lebenson
Monica Quinn

Marilyn Ringel
Abby Royale
Susan Schultz
Naomi Shore
Starbucks
Linda Vredenburgh
Marion Weingarten

New Merchants
We welcome these new business members to MHNA:
Gramercy Park Optical, 344 Third Avenue, 212-679-9690.
Linda, The Bra Lady, 552 Third Avenue, 646-736-1949 or online at 
www.lindasonline.com.
Please patronize these merchants and mention their listing in 
Murray Hill Life.

There are rich counsels in the trees. 
—Herbert P. Horne
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Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
Madison Avenue between 36th and 37th Streets
The Age of Titian: Venetian Renaissance Drawings in the 
Morgan, through September 23 Nearly 80 drawings, almost 
exclusively from the Morgan, chronicle the culture of the 
Republic of Venice in the 16th century. Included are masters 
like Carpaccio, Tintoretto, Titian and Veronese. This is the 
first presentation of these drawings as a group and the first 
show on this theme in the United States.

Churchill: The Power of Words, through September 23 
Churchill’s use of spoken and written words, from Churchill 
Archives Centre, Cambridge, includes childhood letters to 
his parents; Cold War correspondence; wartime oratory 
with recordings, and his relationship with the U.S., home of 
his Brooklyn-born mother. An ongoing, changing website 
related to this exhibit is www.discoverchurchill.org.

Robert Wilson/Philip Glass: Einstein on the Beach, through 
November 4 This show unites the score and designs from 
this opera’s premiere performances in 1976, including Glass’s 
entire autographed manuscript with Wilson’s design sketches 
and footage displayed publicly for the first time.

Painting on Paper: Josef Albers in America, through 
October 14 Albers, 1888–1976, is best known for his series 
of paintings, “Homage to the Square,” which explores color 
relationships within concentric squares. This exhibit focuses on 
his less well-known oil sketches between the 1930s–50s never 
shown in the artist’s lifetime and rarely seen after his death.

Dürer to de Kooning: 100 Master Drawings from Munich, 
October 12, 2012–January 6, 2013 The Morgan is the only 
venue for this rare exhibit, seen for the first time in America. 
It showcases one of the foremost collections of works on pa-
per in Germany from the Staatliche Graphische Sammlung, 
Munich, including Italian, Dutch and Flemish old masters; 
German Renaissance; 19th century and contemporary works.

Beatrix Potter: The Picture Letters, November 2, 2012–Janu-
ary 27, 2013 Potter’s classic children’s books began as a letter 
to a friend’s son with The Tale of Peter Rabbit told on 8 pages 
with pen-drawn sketches. This exhibit traces the develop-
ment of Potter’s literary style from letters that inspired her to 
her finished books. Also shown are other Victorian authors 
whose books began as picture stories for family friends.

Fantasy & Invention: Rosso Fiorentino & 16th-Century 
Florentine Drawing, November 16, 2012–February 3, 
2013 Fiorentino’s “Holy Family With Young Saint John the 
Baptist” (1520), on loan from the Walters Art Museum, 
Baltimore, is the centerpiece for about 18 of Fiorentino’s late 
Renaissance drawings from the Morgan, plus one from the 
Metropolitan Museum. “Holy Family….” is one of 3 paint-
ings by this artist in America. 

Joel Smith Named As Morgan’s First Curator of Photog-
raphy, starting September 2012 Formerly Curator of Pho-
tography at Princeton University Art Museum, Mr. Smith 
will focus on building the Morgan’s photography collection, 
which was started in 1924, along with organizing exhibits 
and educational programs.

For information about public programs—lectures, con-
certs, gallery talks and special events, call 212-685-0008 or 
visit the Morgan’s website at www.themorgan.org. Enjoy 
Friday evenings FREE until 9 pm.

Enjoy lunch or a light snack and beverages at the Morgan 
Café with or without tickets. 

The New York Public Library
42nd Street and Fifth Avenue
The Stephen A. Schwarzman Building
Lunch Hour NYC, through February 17, 2013, Gottesman 
Exhibition Hall This exhibit explores 150 years of lunchtime in 
4 themes: quick, home, charitable and power lunch, including 
caricatures from Sardi’s, items from NYPL’s menu and cook-
book collections, and a restored section of an original Automat. 

Charles Dickens: the Key to Character, September 14, 
2012–January 20, 2013, Wachenheim Gallery This exhibit 
is a tribute to Dickens’ fictional characters and interpreta-
tions in illustrations, films and artwork. 

Lectures, many FREE, are also at Science, Industry, Business 
Library (SIBL) and Mid-Manhattan Library (MML). FREE 
tour of NYPL 42nd Street, www.nypl.org; 212-869-8089. 

CUNY Graduate Center
Fifth Avenue between 34th and 35th Streets
The Graduate Center offers an impressive variety of con-
certs, lectures, readings and discussions:  Public Programs 
for the Public Mind, including Conversations on Policy 
and Place; Live@365, new world music; Music in Midtown, 
lunchtime concerts; Ordinary Lives, interviews with public 
figures; Initiative for Theoretical Sciences. Contact informa-
tion is below. Check out membership benefits. 

Gotham Center Forums/NYC History: 6:30–8 pm, single 
tickets $10 non-members; $8 members. Fees for only 2 pro-
grams. Other 4 are FREE. 

Wednesday, September 12, Elebash Recital Hall, Edith 
Wharton: Old and New N. Y. Illustrated talk celebrating 
Wharton’s 150th birthday by Hildegard Hoeller (CUNY 
Graduate Center).

Tuesday, October 16, Elebash Recital Hall, City of Prom-
ises: The History of Jews in N.Y. FREE. The first compre-
hensive history of Jews in N.Y. Speakers: Editors Deborah 
Dash Moore, Howard B. Rock; Annie Polland (Tenement 

Museum); Jeffrey Gurock (Yeshiva University); Daniel Soyer 
(Fordham). Book signing.

Tuesday, October 30, Elebash Recital Hall $10 non-members; 
$8 members. The Connection (film, 1962). Shirley Clarke’s de-
but feature film is an adaptation of a play staged by the Living 
Theater. Eight junkies await their heroin connection to arrive. 
The cameraman becomes part of the action.

Thursday, November 1, Martin E. Segal Theater, They 
Wished They Were Honest: The Knapp Commission and 
NYC Police Corruption FREE. This book, about the strug-
gles and significance of the Commission, is based on the 
recollections of Michael Armstrong, Chief Counsel to the 
Commission. Book signing.

Tuesday, November 27, Martin E. Segal Theater, Yip 
Harburg, Legendary Lyricist with a Brain, a Heart and the 
Nerve. FREE. Yip’s commitment to human rights, by Harriet 
Hyman Alonso. Book signing.

Tuesday, December 11, Elebash Recital Hall. Joe Papp 
in Five Acts (film directed by Tracie Holder, 2012). FREE. 
The story of the founder of NYC’s Public Theater and free 
Shakespeare in the Park is told by artists he helped create: 
Meryl Streep, Christopher Walken, Martin Sheen, Olympia 
Dukakis and many others.
For updated information, check www.gc.cuny.edu/events 
or call 212-817-8215. Membership offers discounted tickets: 
212-817-8215; www.gc.cuny.edu/events/membership.htm. 
Order tickets at 212-868-4444 or www.smarttix.com. 

Scandinavia House
Park Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets
Enjoy many diverse programs at this wonderful cultural 
venue: films, concerts, exhibits, family activities and more. 
(See contact information below for more details). 
A few coming events are noted below:

Saga Sites: Landscapes of the Icelandic Sagas September 
29, 2012–January 12, 2013, 3rd Floor Gallery, Tuesday-
Saturday, 12–6 pm (Wednesday til 7 pm); FREE This art 
exhibit of 60 works tracks the early Viking narratives (sagas) 
of Iceland through the watercolors of the three-month tour 
of the saga sites in 1897 by the British artist William Gershom 
Collingwood (1854–1932), and the photographs of the 
Icelandic native Einar Falur IngÓlfsson (b. 1966), who traced 
Collingwood’s original itinerary to create a new visual account. 

Keyboard Conversations with Jeffrey Siegel. Concerts 
with Commentary. Thursdays at 8 pm; $20 ($15 ASF Mem-
bers); Series pass $64 ($48 ASF Members)
November 1, 2012: Northern Neighbors: Grieg, Stenham-
mar, Nielsen, Sibelius, Rachmaninoff
January 24, 2013: The Sensuous Sonorities of Debussy

April 18, 2013: Schubert in the Age of the Sound Byte: 
Waltzes, Impromptus, Sonata in B Flat.
May 16, 2013: Bach and the Romantics: Bach and Bach-
inspired music of Chopin. Liszt, Mendelssohn.

For further information, call 212-779-3587. Join Scan-
dinavia House e-list: visit www.scandinaviahouse.org 
to receive weekly program updates. Click on the right to 
submit your e-mail address. Become a member of ASF: 
Call above phone number, x 715, e-mail mem@amscan.org 
or visit www.amscan.org/membership. Visit the gift shop 
and Smörgås Restaurant: brunch, lunch, dinner, snacks; 
combination deals with films, concerts and other events 
(212-847-9745).

Bryant Park
April marked the year-long 20th anniversary of the re-
opening of Bryant Park after a four-year redesign and reno-
vation to our local park. There’s fun all year round. Check 
happenings any time of the year at www.bryantpark.org or 
212-768-4242.

The big winter event is the opening of the pond, Bryant 
Park’s free ice skating rink, in late October or early No-
vember, followed by festive happenings. Some of these offer-
ings are noted below:

Le Carousel:  Open all year. $2 a ride. Great for children’s 
parties. 
Free ping pong tables all year. Tournament: Wednesday, 
October 3, 6–9 pm. 42nd Street Allee. 
Reading Room: Open daily through October. Author and 
poetry events, writers’ workshops, book clubs. 
Southwest Porch: A relaxing bar and restaurant near 40th 
Street and Sixth Avenue; Open all year. 
‘witchcraft Food Kiosks: Open daily all year. 
Bryant Park Grill and Café: Spring, summer, fall. With 
outdoor seating.
Yoga: Tuesdays, 10–11 am, Thursdays, 6–7 pm, through Sep-
tember 25. 
Tai chi: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 7:30–8:30 am through Septem-
ber 27.
Fencing: Tuesdays, 1–2 pm, through October 8, Fifth Avenue 
Library Terrace, 41st Street. 
Birding: Tuesdays, 11:30 am–2 pm; some Thursdays, 8–9 am, 
through October 8.
Language classes: Mondays, Wednesdays, 11:30 am–12:30 
pm, through September 26. SW Porch. 
Sip & Speak: language event, Thursday, September 18, 5–7 
pm, SW Porch.
Free Lunchtime Music: Piano in the Park, various pianists, 
Mondays–Fridays, 12:30–2:30 pm, through October. 12. ¤

Arts, Culture & Leisure
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Murray Hill Festival Day, One to Remember
A funny thing happened at the Murray Hill Festival on May 20: 
it was a perfect jewel of a day. It wasn’t too cold or too hot, 
and if there was a cloud in the sky no one saw it. The weather 
was almost as sweet as the jazz of Leviticus Gory and Robert 
Conton, who serenaded the Mur-
ray Hill tables selling baked goods 
and books, membership and causes 
(Keep All Our Bus Stops on 34th 
Street!). The backdrop was perfect 
for our Silent Auctioneers and Walk-
ing Tour participants.

Among the other 81 booths, rang-
ing from Murray Hill neighbors like 
the Black Shack and Scandinavia 
House to Metropolitan Synagogue 
and the Kitano Hotel, there were 
also parochial representatives from 
finance (Genworth Financial) and 
the fourth estate (the Daily News 
and New Yorker covers) and man’s 
best friend (City Critters). New 
England had a footprint with Green 

Mountain Energy and Rockport lobster bisque, Boston clam 
“chowda” and Maine lobster rolls. Then, there were rugs and 
runners from Kashmir, leather sandals from Greece and 
physical therapists from New Jersey. And there were the 

ubiquitous purveyors of scarves, 
jewelry, perfume, spices and, 
of course, food (including “the 
world’s best brownie”).

And, finally, there was Japan, 
which again packed the block 
from 39th to 40th Street with 
32 booths selling everything 
from incense to teriyaki balls, 
calligraphy to color braids in 
your hair (“4 tinsels $10”). To 
manage crowd flow, they gave 
out tickets just to enter on 40th 
Street, where a ninja demon-
stration spiced up the proceed-
ings. Indeed, the Japanese deliv-
ered a turnout with the force of 
a swift kick to the head. ¤

MHNA Trustee Marion Weingarten, center, enjoys the 
jazz renderings of Robert Conton, left, and Leviticus 
Gory, right.     Photo credit: Marion Weingarten

A Minor Bishop’s Tale
By Alice Timothy

In response to that recent marvelous MHL centerfold about 
Minor Bishop, our favorite architect/historian/Murray Hill 
guide, I thought I could, perhaps, add to his growing legend.

Back in the mid-1960s, Eleanor Shea, my teaching colleague 
at Washington Irving High School, and I moved into our 
magnificent, rent-controlled apartment at 157 East 37th Street. 
Anne Perkins, a long-time member of the Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association, phoned and said that she would like to 
welcome us to the ’hood that very morning and introduce us 
to a special person, “a minor bishop.” Knowing what a good 
churchwoman Anne was at the Church of the Incarnation, 
Eleanor and I rushed to straighten up our place—and persons. 
Anne arrived with “one Minor Bishop” casually dressed. Taken 
aback, then charmed, we enjoyed a memorable visit.

As our friendship blos-
somed, we got to know 
Minor’s lovely widowed 
mother, Mrs. Holly Rudin 
(then the oldest living 
graduate of Pratt Insti-
tute, where she had met 
Minor’s father, and from 
both of whom Minor sug-
gested he got his drawing 
abilities).

Minor and I discovered 
a curious pair of connec-
tions: 1) before my father 
bought the Timothy family 

home in New Rochelle in 
1949, Minor used to sit on 
our big lawn to sketch the 
magnificent New England-

style Presbyterian Church across our road for an assignment 
from Yale School of Architecture; 2) then, in the early 1980s, 
when Minor stopped by with his mother and sister when we 
were celebrating my father’s birthday, we learned that my father, 
Fintan Timothy and Minor’s mother, Holly, had the same birth 
date: February 17, 1896.

Minor invited me 
to join his Appala-
chian Mountain Club 
group in New York. 
From that humble 
beginning, I took 
a week’s trek in the 
Swiss Alps, plus a 
subsequent jaunt in 
England’s Lake Dis-
trict. The next year, 
we were off to the 
Cornish Cliffs with 
the English Wayfarers.

Of course, this is not to lessen the charms of Minor’s tour of 
Roosevelt Island into Astoria and back over the Triboro (now 
the RFK) Bridge. When we balked at hiking back home from 
125th Street, Minor capitulated and we took the subway home.

Also an avid member of 
the Shorewalkers, Minor 
encouraged us to “do”—al-
though not all at once—
the circumnavigation of 
Manhattan Island, the 
waterline of Staten Island 
and a memorable Brook-
lyn Bridge/Fort Greene/
Williamsburg Bridge/
Delancey Street event.

Finally, Minor intro-
duced me to Olana, Fred-
eric Church’s mansion on 
the Hudson, which made 
me aware of beautiful 
Columbia County. I now 
own a home there, and 
Minor, ever generous, 
first designed a porch, 
and then a big sun-room for me. 

Minor’s friendship has been steadfast, intelligent and 
kind—and, so, we celebrate our friendship every year. To 
multos annos, Minor! ¤

1991: The Swiss Alps near Saas Fe: 
Minor; our friend Betty Noyes next 
to Peter Walker, our guide and 
leader, and ME! (See difference in 
M’s and my footwear!)

Hiking with guide’s wife and dog! (I have 
great circulation. Minor would be wearing 
his fleece coat, hat and gloves.)

 Peter—first day out of Montreux, 
Switzerland—Lunch!

The Center for Applied Judaism 
The Center for Applied Judaism (CAJ), located at 109 East 
39th Street between Park and Lexington Avenues, is the home 
of this 90-year-old congregation. CAJ applies the teachings 
of Judaism to daily life and calls to all who feel the need for 
spiritual connection and a sense of well-being. Its founder, 
Rabbi Morris Lichtenstein, was ordained in Orthodox Lithu-
ania and received a second ordination at the Reform Hebrew 
Union College in Cincinnati. His wife, Tehilla (Hirschenson) 
Lichtenstein, succeeded him and became the first woman to 
lead a Jewish congregation in the United States.

Unique to this congregation are its Sunday morning 
services, which stem from its earliest days, when the six-day 
work week prevailed, and many Jews were prevented from 
attending Friday evening and Saturday Sabbath services. 

Torah study and Worship Services are open to members 
and non-members alike. Sunday Torah study sessions begin 
at 10 am at which time bagels and coffee are available. Wor-
ship Services follow at 11:15 am. Additionally, there are High 
Holy Days Services in the fall and celebrations of other 
festivals throughout the year. See their ad on page 18.

The Center is compatible with all branches of Judaism and 
embraces all Jews as one people. Using the traditions of Judaism, 
its philosophies and great stores of sacred writings as its founda-
tion, the Center emphasizes contemporary spiritual practices 
such as meditation, visualization, affirmations and other forms of 
personal prayer. Discussion groups held on Sunday afternoons 
focus on the writings of their founders that inspire personal, 
professional and spiritual growth.
CAJ is on Facebook at www.facebook.com/appliedjudaismnyc.

A representative of the Center would be delighted to meet 
personally with interested people. Please call 212-682-2626 to 
set up an appointment. ¤

BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com
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Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area.

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

Internal Medicine
Cardiology
Endocrinology
Physiatry
Rheumatology

Urology
Sports Medicine
Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Infectious Disease

Podiatry
Lipidology
Gynecology
Pain Management
Ophthalmology

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

317 East 34th Street 347 East 37th Street
New York, NY 10016

212-726-7400
A Commitment to Caring

Murray Hill Medical Group, PC

For more information visit www.churchoftheincarnation.org
or call (212) 689-6350

Sundays
Holy Communion Available At All Sunday Services
  8:30 am Early Service
11:00 am Main Service

Sunday School. During the 11:00 am service, children ages 3 to 10 are 
encouraged to participate in our Godly Play Program, a Montessori-based 
method of Biblical Storytelling.
Nursery care is provided for children under the age of 3.

  5:00 pm Candlelight Communion

Weekdays
Tuesday   8:00 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12:15 pm Holy Communion
Friday 12:15 pm Holy Communion and Prayers for Healing

The Church of the Incarnation
The Landmark Episcopal Church in Murray Hill since 1864

209 Madison Avenue at 35th Street

The Rev. J. Douglas Ousley, Rector

Sunday at the Ballet with George
By Marion Weingarten

Mother’s Day 2012 was a very special day at the New York 
City Ballet. Everyone attending the sold-out matinee 

performance was in 
total delight anticipat-
ing three of George 
Balanchine’s signature 
ballets: Serenade (music 
by Tchaikovsky); Fire-
bird (Stravinsky), and 
Symphony in C, (Bizet), 
all crowd pleasers.

The afternoon 
began with a pre-
performance talk with 
Troy Schumacher, an 
engaging young dancer 
in the corps de ballet, 
who enlightened us 
about the stories behind 
the ballets. We had a 
chance to go on stage 
to witness the enormity 
of the house and then 
backstage where we saw 

several of the ballerinas warming up at the barre before the 
day’s performance. 

Troy had informed us that Serenade was the very first 
ballet that Balanchine choreographed in 1934 for his stu-
dents at the School of the American Ballet; the piece origi-
nated as a lesson in stage technique. Balanchine had created 
Firebird about 10 years later for the young New York City 
Ballet using elaborate sets and costumes. The ballet under-
went several revivals, and in 1970 the artist Marc Chagall 
came to New York to supervise the construction of new sets 
and costumes based on his design.  

It took Balanchine only two weeks to choreograph Sym-
phony in C, one of the Company’s crown jewels.  Bizet was 
just 17 when he composed the symphony. The New York 
City Ballet premiere took place in 1948 at New York’s City 
Center. At the performance we witnessed some 50 years 
later, glitz and glam took over in redesigned costumes. Each 
ballerina’s tutu contained 14 layers of netting encrusted 
with Swarovski crystal. To add to the glitter, their tiaras and 
earrings twinkled, too. Not to be outdone, the men’s dash-
ing black velvet tunics also sparkled with Swarovski crystal 
details. 

Tumultuous applause exploded as the entire cast of 48 
dancers appeared on the stage for a rousing finale. It was a 
stellar afternoon for all of us and especially for Mr. B. ¤

NYC Ballet’s Troy Schumacher 
addresses the MHNA balletomanes.

Photo: Marion Weingarten

Landmark Building,

Living Faith

Twenties and Thirties Activities

Active Outreach Programs

Ethics in Media Forum

Women’s and Men’s Groups

Bible Studies

Children’s Programs

Greenmarket Recipes
By Marisa Bulzone

At this point in the season, I’m looking for different ways of using veg-
etables—something a bit heartier, and hopefully freezer-friendly. This 
recipe fits the bill, capturing the delicious flavor of fresh vegetables and 
is easily frozen to have on hand for impromptu entertaining.

By the way, there are now 25 different greenmarkets in Manhattan 
alone. Visit www.grownyc.org for locations, schedules, and a wealth of 
green-related information.
Zucchini-Parmesan Bread
It’s your choice whether or not to peel the zucchini: I find the peel adds 
to the flavor, but others prefer not to have the green flecks in their bread. 
This freezes well, so make two loaves (or more).
Makes one loaf or four mini loaves

1. Spread the grated zucchini on paper towels (or a clean linen dish 
towel) and squeeze well to remove all the extra moisture. Set aside.
2. In a large bowl, combine the flours, Parmesan cheese, salt, baking 
powder, and baking soda. In another bowl, beat together the eggs, but-
termilk, sugar, and melted butter. 
3. Stir the liquid ingredients into the dry ingredients just until moistened. 
Fold in the zucchini, onion, and garlic, if using. The batter will be very thick.
4. Pour into a greased and floured 9 x 5 x 3-inch loaf pan. Bake at 350°F 
for 1 hour or until an inserted toothpick comes out clean. Cool for 10 
minutes before removing from the pan to a wire rack.

1 cup shredded zucchini 
1 ½ cups all purpose flour
1 ½ cups whole-wheat flour 
1⁄ 3 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon baking soda

2 eggs
1 cup buttermilk
1⁄ 3 cup sugar
1⁄ 3 cup melted butter
¼ grated onion
1 teaspoon minced garlic
(optional)

New Adult Stamp Club 
Joins Youngsters

By Debby Friedman
The Collectors Club of New York, one of the leading phila-
telic organizations in the world, will begin a new and free 
program for adults who are interested in stamp collecting. 
The program is aimed at those beginning to collect stamps 
or wanting to resume the hobby. The first two meetings 
will be September 15 and November 10 from 1 -2:30 pm at 
the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street.  Additional dates 
will be announced.  All materials will be provided—we 
won’t be selling anything. 

Meanwhile, the Youth Stamp Club begins its fourth year 
on September 15. This free program is open to students 
in Grade 4 and up.  New and experienced collectors are 
welcome. The Club meets once a month, Saturday morn-
ings, from 10-11:30 AM at the Collectors Club. The 2012-
2013 dates are: September 15, October 13, November 10, 
December 15, January 19, February 16, April 20, and May 
18. This is not a “fill in the spaces in an album” program; 
we explore through stamps topics as diverse as explorers, 
space, sports, history and the United Nations. 

For information or to register for either club, e-mail 
collectorsclub@verizon.net or call 212-683-0559.

PRUDENTIAL DOUGLAS ELLIMAN
“Your Neighbors with Proven Track Record”

Working with Estelle and Gail you will benefit from:
-Expert Pricing Guidance
-Comprehensive Marketing Strategy
-Well Thought-Out Negotiating Tactics
-Seamless Transaction Management

------------------------
Apts. for Sale:
67 Park Ave-Pre-War 3 Bed/4 Baths, 2 WBP & Park 
Ave Views
160 East 38th St. - 10D – Conv. 2 Bed/1.5 Baths - 
$825,000
160 East 38th St. - 31G – 1 Bed/1Bath - $600,000
201 East 37th St. - 15G - 1 Bed/1Bath - $550,000
201 East 37th St. - 5C – Alcove Studio - $310,000

Please E-Mail or call us for your real estate needs.

Estelle Meister Gail Bomze 
Bus 212 350-2275 Bus 212 350-2294 
Cell 917 450-3090 Cell 917 355-2064
emeister@elliman.com gbomze@elliman.com
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New Rabbi at Metropolitan Synagogue, the Music and Culture Shul
By Ellen Propp

Our local Reform Synagogue has a new rabbi, one who is 
inspiring and multi-talented. Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, PhD, 

is the son and nephew 
of prominent rabbis, 
Rabbi Walter Plaut and 
Rabbi Gunther Plaut. 
He has followed in their 
footsteps, adding some 
of his personal accom-
plishments and varied 
experiences. Rabbi Plaut 
succeeds Rabbi Joel Goor 
who passed away last 
December.

Rabbi Plaut is a spe-
cialist in doing two jobs 
simultaneously. In addi-
tion to his new post at the 
Metropolitan Synagogue, 
he is the fulltime Execu-

tive Director of American Friends of the Rabin Medical 
Center, the second largest hospital in Israel. Throughout his 
professional life he has energized congregations and in-
creased their membership substantially.

His vision for the Metropolitan congregation is to create 
a warm, vibrant, non-judgmental urban and neighborhood 
community with emphasis on providing young families in 
Murray Hill, Gramercy Park and Midtown a warm and wel-
coming Jewish environment based on culture and music. He 
looks forward to working with children’s Jewish education 
on an individual basis.

In addition to reviving services, he plans cultural events 
and music to generate excitement, assisted by the artistic di-
rector (and Murray Hill neighbor) Leah Tehrani, a magnifi-
cent soprano who is present at all services and events. Please 
see their advertisement on page 14 for details.

Rabbi Josh spent his early childhood years in Great Neck, 
the son of the rabbi of Temple Emanuel (where he was a 
nursery school friend of my son). His father died when he 
was very young, and as a Zionist, his mother raised two of 
her three sons in Jerusalem. He returned to the U.S. and 
earned his B.A. in International Relations and Econom-
ics at Beloit College in Wisconsin. Josh went on to earn his 
Masters in Folklore and Mythology at UCLA. And then he 
studied for the rabbinate at Hebrew Union College (HUC) 
in Cincinnati, completing his degree in three years rather 

than the usual five. In May 2012 he was awarded an honor-
ary Doctor of Divinity by HUC for his 25 years of service.

At age 29 he assumed the dual roles as the first rabbi of a 
congregation in Glastonbury, Connecticut and the director 
of Hillel at Trinity College in Hartford. Eight years later, on 
Martha’s Vineyard, Rabbi Josh again revitalized a fast-growing 
Jewish community, while simultaneously serving as the Jew-
ish Chaplin at MIT. In 2001, he was awarded the prestigious 
Daniel Jeremy Silver fellowship at Harvard that permitted 
him to complete his PhD dissertation at NYU in Hebrew and 
Judaic studies. The doctoral thesis is also the subject of his 
forthcoming book, A Kosher Christmas—Tis the Season to be 
Jewish, to be published in October 2012 by Rutgers University 
Press. He is also the author of Greek Jewry in the Twentieth 
Century, 1913–1983, published in 1996 by Fairleigh Dickinson 
University Press, with its fourth edition in 2010.

The rabbi is also a talented photographer, with special 
interest in the diaspora communities of Greece, Turkey, New 
Zealand and Central Asia. His current interest is the Ameri-
can South. He has created more than 10 different exhibitions, 
displayed in museums and prominent galleries in the U.S., 
Israel and Europe, and is now working on documenting the 
Lower East Side.

Come and welcome Rabbi Joshua Plaut, participate in 
services and the exciting cultural events, and help make his 
inaugural year memorable. ¤

Rabbi Joshua Plaut

Benefit for Preservation Held at Union League Club
On a lovely Saturday afternoon in late April more than 120 
Murray Hillers and friends of the virtuoso pianist Phillip 
Golub gathered for a benefit concert at the Union League 
Club to help further the preservation of our historic and 
architecturally important community. 

The proceeds will be 
used for research costs 
associated with expand-
ing the boundaries of the 
current National Register 
of Historic Places. The 
nomination of 120 ad-
ditional buildings—34th 
to 39th Street, Madison 
to Third Avenue—will be 
placed before the State 
Office of Preservation in 
early December. A large 
number of houses in this 

defined area are in the Murray Hill Historic District as well 
as on the National Register.

 The performance and reception were held in the club’s 
main dining salon, with Phillip at the center of a semi-circle 
room design. He performed Beethoven’s Sonata #10 in G 
Major, Bach’s Partita #6 in E Minor, Robert Schumann’s 
Kinderszenen, Opus 15, as well as several jazz selections.

 Phillip studies classical composition and jazz piano 

and plays with chamber music groups and jazz combos. 
He graduated from Crossroads School in Los Angeles, 
his home. This fall he begins a joint program leading to a 
Bachelor of Arts at Harvard and a Masters of Music from 
the New England Conservatory. He is the grandson of the 
longtime Murray Hill members Rena and the late Richard 
Golub, a tireless worker for preservation of the community.    

Our special thanks go to the Union League Club, always a 
generous supporter of neighborhood activities. Founded in 
1863, the club’s current home at Park Avenue and 37th Street 
was completed in 1931 and was designated a NYC Landmark 
Building last October. Designed by the renowned architect, 
Benjamin Wystar Morris, 
the entry foyer and grand 
staircase are also New 
York City Interior Land-
marks. The walls are filled 
with magnificent portraits 
of some of our country’s 
most influential leaders as 
well as a distinguished art 
collection.  

The event was chaired by Preservation & Design Com-
mittee head Susan Demmet and Irma Worrell Fisher, aided 
by committee members Lucille Bass, Pauline Brooks, Sandy 
Driesen, Carol Emsworth, Judith Hill, Enid Klass, Virginia 
Parkhouse and Michaela Walsh. ¤

Serving fine Italian Cuisine Since 1981

107 East 34th Street NYC
(Between Park and

Lexington Avenues)
(212) 689-1970

www.VillaBerulia.com
www.facebook.com/villaberulianyc

Villa        Berulia
welcome home....

You can live for years next door to a big pine tree, honored 
to have so venerable a neighbor, even when it sheds 
needles all over your flowers or wakes you, dropping big 
cones onto your deck at still of night. 

—Denise Levertov



14 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 212-886-5867 www.murrayhillnyc.org Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 15

Memories of Arlene
Arlene Lipman, a source of light and humor and a tireless worker for 
the MHNA, died in early April. What follow are some remembrances, 
gleaned from remarks at a memorial service held at Gannon Funeral 
Home on April 12 and e-mails shared thereafter. The memorial ser-
vice was a time to celebrate and not to mourn. 
¶Two young women who worked at the Metropolitan Museum, 
where Arlene volunteered, celebrated her irrepressible side: “When 
we first met, she used to go around grabbing our butts. I wondered 
about that … but pretty soon we missed having her grab our butts! 
She greeted us every morning with: ‘Hello, my little cherubs!’” 

“She always had a smile and a dirty joke. The question, ‘And 
how is Phillippe [de Montebello, the aristocratic former director 
of the Met] today?’ took on a whole new meaning.”
 ¶During the past several months I have been thinking about Ar-
lene nonstop. Since Roger Federer was our man we would agonize 
over his losses and celebrate his wins. At the French Open in June 
Roger lost to Novak Djokovic in the semifinals. I agonized alone.  
During Wimbledon I cheered him on when he beat Andy Murray 
in the finals. I celebrated alone. At the Olympics Andy Murray was 
the victor in straight sets. I cried alone. I miss my friend. 
—Marion Weingarten
¶For 40 years Arlene was an integral part of our life; and it was 
all because of Duffy. As dog owners, we would see each other on 
different days, at different hours: Arlene and I, my husband and 
Harold. I remember thinking to myself, “It’s 7:30 AM; how does 
she look so gorgeous? I will always remember the integrity and 
fiber of this person. She probably still does not have a hair out of 
place.—Terry Hahn
¶My friend Arlene loved Harold (also a trustee of the association), 
her family, the museum, the Yankees (she always made sure MH 

meetings were over in time for the first pitch), tennis, Patterson 
and Connelly novels, and the neighborhood. We enjoyed books, 
the movies and dining in special Murray Hill restaurants and cel-
ebrating the holidays. We will miss you so.—The Bartow Family
¶I debated whether or not I could relate this story, but here goes 
(because I know Arlene would love it): During my first meeting as a 
trustee-recruit to the MHNA, a discussion arose about the building 
manager where those meetings were held. The manager wasn’t pleased 
with the condition of the room after the committee left. “That little 
*$^@&!” Arlene execrated aloud. I turned to my partner wide-eyed, 
trying not to laugh, and asked “Are we sure we’re in the right place?”

Afterward, having met with Arlene several times, having run 
into her on the street and having had lunch or dinner with her a 
few times, I came to know her as always smiling, always elegant, 
always cheerful and fun to talk to and—yes—classy. I absolutely 
loved the contrast with my first encounter with her and I cherish 
that memory.—Joe Di Domenico
¶I could not believe she and her husband went to India and loved 
it. I can’t even imagine her there....  I did not know her well but I 
know that she was always willing to volunteer for some MHNA 
thing. And she was soooo friendly. I remember eating and movies 
and Arlene’s glass of wine big enough to choke a horse.  
—Virginia Parkhouse
¶I remember on one trip through New York State, I found Arlene 
on a swing in a park. She looked like the Maid of the Mist! That 
was Arlene…alive and happy and always up for doing things. 
—Ginny Burbaris
¶The three of us—Arlene, Ginny and I—went on a tour of Italy. 
When we got home I sent her a postcard with the message: “In 
Italy I felt like I’d come home; it’s gracious and charming and 
beautiful…just like you.”—Ray Vinciguerra

Milton Adler: A Living Landmark in Our Midst
By George Arfield

Murray Hill is a neighborhood of admirable architectural 
and historical landmarks associated with, among others, 

pioneers, statesmen, 
tycoons and artists. These 
structures of brownstone, 
brick and mortar remind 
us in a discreet way of 
the past deeds of men 
and women who made a 
difference in our history. 
Among them there are 
names such as Morgan, 
Stimson, McKim, White 
and, of course, Murray.

In a similar muted 
manner, there live among 
us in Murray Hill, people 

of note whose accomplishments, delivered without pre-
tension, merit awareness and recognition. Their range of 
contributions makes them landmarks of our lifetime.

One of these is my 92-year-old neighbor, Milton Adler, 
a member of The Greatest Generation—those who in their 
youth, and one by one, joined to crush the despots of Eu-
rope and Asia in the 1940s. 

More than 40 years ago, Milton moved from Long Island 
to 35 Park Avenue after he and his late wife, Fran, became 
empty nesters. By then he had become a successful busi-
nessman who seldom brought up the actions that made him 
part of the fabric of modern history.

Upon graduation from Michigan in 1942 as an engineer, 
Milton unhesitatingly enlisted in what was then called the 
U.S. Army Air Corps—the precursor to the U.S. Air Force. “I 
felt a sense of mission, to go fight the Nazis,” he says. Given 
the choice he opted for bomber pilot school “because I felt 
that as a fighter pilot I might wind up in the Pacific.” 

He was assigned to Flight School in East St. Louis, Ill., 
and earned his pilot’s wings easily because “I knew a lot 
about planes and how they worked [as I] had spent sum-
mers working for Martin Marietta”—a now-defunct aircraft 
builder—“in Savannah, Georgia.

“While others played cards during breaks I read aircraft 
manuals,” he says with a grin. Soon he was training on twin-
engined Martin B-26 Marauders, a tactical medium-range 
bomber designed to support troops on the ground with 
bombs and firepower.

In December 1942 he sailed on the Queen Mary, which 
had been converted from luxury liner to troop car-
rier, across a U-boat-infested ocean, from Manhattan to 
Glasgow, Scotland. Then it was off by train to the southeast 
of England, where the Royal Air Force turned over an air 
station to “the Yanks.”

Danger and uncertainty were givens in those early days 

of flying—before on-board radar and advanced navigational 
devices had been invented. It took skill and determination 
rooted in courage to take off and return to an often foggy, 
rainy England, across the choppy English Channel, through 
skies dominated by the enemy, with radios silenced to avoid 
enemy detection. The non-automated nature of flying in 
those days, sitting in the cramped, unpressurized cockpit of 
a bomber known for some edgy habits demanded concen-
tration and skill.

One of Milton’s most vivid recollections, tinged with 
sadness, was “when we were attacked by fighter planes over 
occupied Belgium. My top gunner was hit and the plane’s 
rudder was damaged. We didn’t know if we’d make it back. 
The most important thing was to keep flying long enough 
to get across the [English] Channel. We crash-landed on a 
field in England. But that made no difference to my gunner. 
He was dead, bled to death,” Milton recalls, as his memories, 
and tears, flow slowly. 

Then came D-Day: June 6, 1944. “It was the happiest day 
of my life,” Milton says. “On June 5 we were suddenly re-
stricted to our bases. I had a date that night in London and 
I couldn’t let her know I wouldn’t be making it because all 
phone lines had been cut off,” he adds with a wistful smile.

“But then we took off to support the landings in Nor-
mandy,” he recalls. “I felt so happy, looking down from the 
cockpit and seeing the mighty invasion proceed and know-
ing that in a small way I was among those making history.”

Milton catches his breath. There is a pause and then he 
adds: “You cannot imagine how elated I felt.” That first day 
of the invasion his B-26 attacked, among other targets, Ger-
mans in Ste. Mère Église, the Normandy town where U.S. 
airborne troops suffered heavy losses in a pre-dawn drop. 

After the bombs had been released on a designated tar-
get, Milton and other B-26 pilots were free to fire their guns 
at enemy positions. “I loved going after German ‘targets of 
opportunity,’ ” such as enemy trains or columns of trucks or 
armor, Milton says. “We knew what the Nazis had done; I 
had no regrets.”

As the Allies advanced, the B-26 squadrons continued 
to provide tactical support from the air. Their bases were 
moved from England to captured airfields in France and 
Belgium. When the war ended in 1946, Captain Milton 
Adler returned to the United States. Mission accomplished, 
he never again piloted a plane.

Last year he was surprised to learn that he had been 
made a Chevalier (knight) of the Legion of Honor, the 
award created by Napoleon Bonaparte to recognize those 
who served France with distinction. The award had been 
issued at the end of the war but had become lost. French 
diplomats in the U.S finally delivered it to Milton in 2011. He 
accepted, quietly. ¤

Milton Adler
Photo: George Arfield

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188

neatknick51@yahoo.com

Metropolitan
Synagogue of
New York

Celebrating 53 years in
Murray Hill, 1959-2012

40 East 35th Street
(Sanctuary)

28 E. 35th St.
(Office)

(212) 679-8580

RabbiJoshuaPlaut CantorMichaelNiemann
A Traditional Reform Synagogue

The Most Beautiful
High Holiday Services

*Tickets Available*

Open Seating in ourMain Sanctuary
•InspiringShofarService•KolNidrebyCantor,choir&cello

•MusicalMeditationBeforetheArk
•MovingYizkor-MemorialService •StimulatingSermons

•SpecialYomKippurChildren’sServiceopentopublic,
HostedbyLeahTehrani

Tickets and Membership Reasonable (No Building Fund)

InterfaithFamiliesMostWelcome

HebrewHome Study
BAR/BAT MITZVAH PREPARATION

DATES AVAILABLE

ShabbatServices, Fridays@6pm
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“It was like worlds colliding,” she said. “To combine my singing and my religious beliefs in a single job — and to have it 
right across the street from our house and next door to my daughter’s nursery school — was amazing.” 

At Metropolitan 
Synagogue, which 
shares space with the 
Community Church 
of New York on East 
35th Street, her title is 
“artistic director.” As 
such, she is follow-
ing in the footsteps 
of Leonard Bernstein, 
who held the same job 
more than 50 years 
ago. Her goal, bowing 
to the Maestro, is to 
restore the synagogue 
to its once storied role 
as a cultural center for 
the neighborhood. ¤

Ravelle Brickman is a writer and marketing consultant who teaches at NYU.

By Marisa Bulzone
Over the course of the past few 
years, it has seemed that each 
week has brought a new transpor-
tation issue—and potential head-
ache—to Murray Hill. Be it bike 
lanes, bus lanes, the Transitway, or 
Select Bus Service, MHNA has been 
at the forefront of protecting our 
neighborhood’s interests.

As of this writing, we await updates 
on the status of a number of major 
projects due to begin: water main/sewer 
replacement on East 34th Street; final 
construction phases of Select Bus Service 
on 34th Street, and the placement of Bike-
Share racks. But we have not been idle: On 
June 5th, City Council President Christine 
Quinn sent a letter to DOT Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, urging the DOT 
to reinstate the 34th Street bus stops at Madison and Lexington Avenues. The letter is signed by all of our elected officials at the 
city, state, and federal level. (See the complete letter at http://merchant2.videotex.net/photos/News/CQuinn34thStLetter.pdf, or 
visit the MHNA web site, www.murrayhillnyc.org, and follow the link under “Featured News”).

For a complete status report on transportation and quality-of-life issues facing Murray Hill, attend the annual MHNA 
Town Hall Meeting, Thursday, September 20, 2012, at 7:00 pm, at the Armenian Evangelical Church, 152 East 34th Street, 
between Lexington and Third Avenues. ¤

Transportation Notes

Community Briefs
Neighborhood Art Show at Gallery35 For the first time ever, 
Gallery35 made an artist call to the entire Murray Hill art 
community by inviting members of the Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association and others living in the area to exhibit their 
art alongside Gallery35 artists. The show, titled Murray Hill 
& Beyond, plans to display art highlighting the beauty of the 
neighborhood as well as works depicting other subjects. 

“We have received an enthusiastic response from many 
artists,” said Virginia Asman, the gallery’s chair, who adds that 
“the show will feature work in all media.”

Gallery35 is located at 30 East 35th Street within the Com-
munity Church of New York. The show opens with a reception 
from 4 –7 pm on Saturday, September 29 and closes on Satur-
day, November 10, 4–6 pm. Admission is free.
Please contact the gallery—www.gallery35nyc.com or gal-
lery35nyc@gmail.com—for additional viewing opportunities.
Kips Bay Plaza Works for Permanent Space Declaring the 
summer tryout of the Kips Bay Public Plaza a huge success, our 
neighbors are lobbying to make the space on Second Avenue 
between 30th and 33rd Streets into a permanent plaza in 2013. 
Certainly, the area was alive with music (jazz and folk) and 
games (even field hockey for kids), strollers and green market 
stalls. (Also, with a new Fairway Market expected to open on 
Second Avenue near 30th Street in November, the area will 
be rich in groceries as well.) Both Kips Bay members and their 
Murray Hill neighbors are encouraged to distribute flyers and 
lobby our elected representatives to make this plaza perma-

nent. For more information, contact Kips Bay Neighborhood 
Alliance at kbna.info@gmail.com.
Annual Night Out Against Crime, presented by the 17th 
Precinct Community Council, returned to Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza on East 47th Street on Tuesday evening August 7. In addi-
tion to free games and giveaways for children, there was a free 
barbecue for everyone. Bill Turner and the Blue Smoke rock & 
roll band warmed up the crowd for the comments by elected 
officials who arrived around 8 pm. A candlelight ceremony at 
8:30 pm wrapped up the proceedings. 
Community Relations Each year the NYPD presents awards 
to the president of each community association. On June 1, the 
17th Precinct and MHNA president Diane Bartow exchanged 
thanks and praise at the Police Appreciation Dinner at the 
Armenian Cathedral on Second Avenue at 35th Street.
Old-fashioned Compliment: As descriptions of Murray Hill go, 
Liam P. Cusack had one to remember in the October 2011 issue 
of The Cooperator, the Co-op and Condo Monthly: “If we gave 
Manhattan neighborhoods human personalities—the meat-
packing district may be the hip, in-the-know popular cousin and 
Central Park South would be the conservative Wall Street banker 
uncle—it would stand to reason that Murray Hill is our dear old 
grandma, very quiet but endearing. You wouldn’t want to spend 
Friday night with her but she frequently offers gems of wisdom 
and history.” Mr. Cusack did acknowledge the influx of young 
professionals contributing to “a restaurant and bar scene on 
Third Avenue becoming spicier with each liquor license issued.”

Faces of Murray Hill—continued from page 1

From proscenium to pulpit: Leah Tehrani is the new artis-
tic director of Murray Hill’s synagogue.

Photo: Sami Steigmann

Outside PS 116:  Jude Tehrani, age 6, is entering 
first grade. Kaelin, age 4, will start kindergarten 
next year. Photo: Sami Steigmann

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures with Cash Position

Fiscal Year Ended February 29, 2012
(Unaudited for Management Purposes Only)

Cash, March 1, 2011 $ 23,091

Revenues

Administration  15
Block Party  11,775
Community Services  7,680
Greening  24,096
Membership Services  41,392
Preservation and Design  19,258

Total $ 104,216

Expenditures

Administration  11,611
Block Party  1,486
Community Services  5,139
Greening  48,970
Membership Services  33,642
Preservation and Design  18,219

Total $ 119,067

Cash, February 29, 2012 $ 8,240

A Memorable Tour of Our Saviour (Wine Included)
By Pauline Brooks

The handsome building with the tower and gray stone facing on Park Avenue and 38th 
Street—namely, the Church of Our Saviour—was the location of a very special event 
on May 9. MHNA members and friends gathered there for a tour given by the pastor, 
Father George Rutler. 

The construction of the church was completed in 1959 and was built not only to fill 
a utilitarian need but to create a showpiece on Park Avenue. The interior space is rela-

tively simple, but encompasses 
many lovely features, includ-
ing a triumphal arch, beautiful 
stained glass windows, intricate 
stone flooring and a high gilt cassette ceiling (further information 
can be found on the church’s website). Father George was an espe-
cially gracious and witty host and provided inside information about 
the church’s history and artifacts.

After the tour, everyone was invited to a reception on Father 
George’s private terrace on the fifth floor. The weather had been 
alarmingly unstable all day, so food was set up in Father George’s din-
ing room—but by the end of the tour the threat of rain had dimin-
ished so that everyone was able to enjoy wine on the terrace. With 
lovely views and an ethereal atmosphere (thanks to the mist!), the 
evening could not have been more memorable and charming.

Father George was extremely generous in providing himself and 
his private space to benefit the MNHA. Also, a special thank you to 
Peggy Byrne for all her help in setting up the occasion. 

Proceeds from the sold-out event went to the P&D Committee to 
help with research to extend the historic district. ¤

Left to right: Pauline Brooks, Fr. Rutler, 
Susan Demmet
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Historic Murray Hill Black and White Drawings by Dean Avery
The Estate of Dean Avery donated to our association his images of historic and architecturally 
important buildings in our community. These are available for purchase as black-and-white note 
cards, prints and a map. Proceeds dedicated to historic preservation in Murray Hill.

The Lanier Mansion inspired the 
logo adopted by MHNA.

Cards: package of 10 assorted designs: $15 or 2 packages for $25
Prints: 11 x 14 inches: $20
Map: 25 ½  x 17 ¾ inches: $45
Some examples of the available cards and prints: (View more on our web site.)
Park Avenue, 1928
Sniffen Court
Robb Mansion, 23 Park Avenue
Morgan Library, Original
Church of the Incarnation

Lanier Mansion, 123 East 35th Street
Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street
Olympic House, 57 Park Avenue
Italianate Style, 127-129 East 35th Street
Lincoln House, 122-123 East 38th Street

Commemorative Map of Historic Landmarks in Murray Hill 
The Association has just been able to reissue this exclusive map by 
Dean Avery, created in 1976 in commemoration of Murray Hill’s 
designation as an “Official Bicentennial District,” celebrating the 200 
years since the American Revolution. This exclusive black-and-white 
map,  25 ½  x 17 ¾ inches, is available for purchase for $45.

Prints of many of the individual buildings shown on this map are 
also available for purchase at $20. Package of ten assorted note cards 
of some of the illustrated historic buildings on the map, $15.

All proceeds from the sale of these items are dedicated to 
historic preservation in our community.

To order note cards, prints or map
visit our website: 

www.murrayhillnyc.org
or call or e-mail Susan Demmet: 

212-689-6730
or

smedemmet@aol.com

Historical information

Mrs. Mary Lindley Murray and her 
daughters entertained British General 
Howe and his troops for tea, while 
General Putnam and his American 
troops moved northward. The Murray 
Home, Belmont, was located at Park 
Avenue and 37th Street, on their farm 
known as Inclenberg.

A bronze plaque honoring Mary Lindley 
Murray, placed by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, is embedded in 
a boulder in the southern mall at Park 
Avenue and 37th Street.

Education on the Hill
PS 116 Snapshots

By Mary Silver
Students Befriend Children at NYU Rusk Institute
Last spring, over the course of four months, sixteen 4th 
and 5th-grade peer mediators partnered with the NYU 
Rusk Institute and the Children’s Museum of the Arts to 
work closely with children undergoing rehabilitation at 
Rusk. Working together week 
after week, the children made 
collaborative works of art that 
were displayed all summer at 
the Children’s Museum of the 
Arts. More importantly, the 
children created bonds that 
helped them all learn about 
their similarities, hopes and 
dreams.
PS 116 Enters Partnership 
with Local Law Firm
This past June marked the 
auspicious beginning of a new 
partnership between PS 116 
and Morgan, Lewis, a well-
respected local firm with a national reputation. Morgan, 
Lewis is committed to helping to support the PS 116 

community through their Power Lunch reading program, 
school improvement projects and much more. For starters, 
Morgan, Lewis associates spent a day in June helping PS 116 
organize its storage room, which is now in tip-top shape. 
The school community is truly excited about this wonder-
ful, new relationship.
Ribbon-cutting Ceremony Celebrates New Schoolyard
After almost a year of patience, persistence and anticipa-
tion, the PS 116 community welcomed the completion of its 

newly renovated schoolyard 
with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony held the day before 
the first day of school. The 
renovation was made pos-
sible through funds provided 
by the New York City Coun-
cil through the advocacy of 
Council members Daniel 
Garodnick and Rosie Men-
dez. Garodnick and Mendez 
were on hand to cut the 
ribbon and dedicate the new 
playground. PS 116 students 
enjoyed an afternoon of fun 
and sun in their colorful new 

schoolyard, which features a running track, alphabet letters 
and numbers, as well as hopscotch and box ball games. ¤

Photo: Burt Rubin

Love the trees until their leaves fall off, then encourage them 
to try again next year.” 

– Chad Sugg

Center for Applied Judaism
You Are Cordially Invited to Join Us for a 

Fresh and Exciting Approach to the Study of 
Jewish Traditions.

Our Rabbinic Interns lead us in the study of 
the Torah and its relationship to Contemporary 

Spiritual Practices of Personal Prayer, Meditation, 
Affirmation and Visualization.

10am –11 am: Torah Study  –Bagels and Coffee 
11:15 am–12:15 pm: Worship Services

Following Torah Study and Worship Services,
Discussion groups held on Sunday afternoons focus 

on the writings of our founders that inspire 
Personal, Professional and Spiritual growth.

Interested? Please call and set up an appointment 
to learn more.

Please find us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/appliedjudaismnyc

CENTER FOR APPLIED JUDAISM (our 90th year)
109 East 39th Street, New York 10016  212-682-2626
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There’s More to Murray Hill—continued from page 1

The State and National Registers of Historic Places are the 
official lists of buildings, structures, districts, objects, and sites 
significant in the history, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture of New York and the Nation. The same eligibility 
criteria are used for both the state and national registers.

The nomination for the expanded Murray Hill National 
Register District will be presented before the State Office 
of Preservation in December 2012.

its day—quadruple the cost of nearby row houses—No. 31 has a 
handsome façade of Ohio stone and a slate mansard roof. By 1880 
it belonged to Grace & Co. founder William R. Grace, elected that 
year as New York’s first Irish-Amer-
ican Catholic mayor.  Just across the 
street, the 1875 row house at 24 East 
38th Street became the home of Dr. 
Fordyce Barker, “attending physician 
to General Grant.”

Stables joining the district include 
157 East 35th Street, built in 1867 but 
converted by 1924 into a studio for 
Malvina Hoffman, a former Rodin 
pupil whom the The Times described 
as “one of the foremost sculptors of 
America.” The press chronicled grand 
parties for A-list princes and politi-
cians, actors and artists, bankers and 
ballet dancers, lords and ladies held 
in her studio, including this one in 
February 1929:

The many guests, all costumed in 
bizarre fashion, were entertained 
at about midnight by a program 
of divertissements. This began 
with a performance in native 
costume by Lahiri and Lota, Hindu musicians, who played 
native instruments. An eighteenth century costume dance by 
Paul Tchernikoff followed. A clown act was presented… [and] 
several champion wrestlers staged a match…followed by an 
Egyptian snake dance. 

George Gershwin and Bill “Bojangles” Robinson also entertained 
the guests, who included Mr. and Mrs. Paul Manship, Mr. and 
Mrs. Efrem Zimbalist, Mr. and Mrs. Royal Cortissoz, Lord Charles 
Cavendish, and Felix Warburg.

Murray Hill has long been known for its clubs. The former Wil-
liams Club, 24 East 39th Street, will join the district. So will the 1875 
row house at 24 East 38th, home 
to the Dartmouth Club from 1926 
to 1936. On the club’s opening, 
The Times reported that Western 
Union would “provide the returns 
of football scores and other 
athletic events to the members 
without their having to leave their 
rooms.”

Murray Hill’s 1847 restrictions kept the neighborhood free 
of nuisances—as in 1911, when the Irving sisters, at 121 East 37th 
Street, sued their neighbor for renting her stable to the White 
Cross Milk Company. According to The Times, “the plaintiffs al-

leged that not only were there noises 
of milk cans being dragged across 
stone floors at all hours of the night, 
but…the odors from the place were 
anything but pleasant.”  But while the 
restrictions successfully kept out what 
The Times called “the business inva-
sion,” in later years less sympathetic 
judges decided that they permitted 
large modern apartment buildings. 
Nevertheless, their success in exclud-
ing office buildings has kept Murray 
Hill a residential enclave among the 
Midtown skyscrapers. 

Those new apartment buildings 
were designed by some of the major 
architects of the day, including George 
F. Pelham, Emery Roth & Sons, and 
Kahn & Jacobs. Ads for the apart-
ments touted the neighborhood’s 
advantages, as in this 1958 notice:

310 Lexington Avenue is the new-
est and proudest addition to New 
York City’s traditionally fashionable 

Murray Hill neighborhood. Located a few blocks from Grand 
Central Station and East Side Airlines Terminal... minutes away 
from Manhattan’s new majestic “main line” of business and all 
commercial and social centers in the Metropolitan area, 310 is 
the answer to gracious living if you demand quiet elegance and 
an address of unmistakable distinction.

That ad could have been written yesterday.

Historian and writer Anthony W. Robins recently published a new 
edition of his 1987 book, “The World Trade Center (Classics of 
American Architecture)” and has just finished writing “Grand Cen-

tral Terminal: 100 Years of a New 
York Landmark”, celebrating the 
Terminal’s coming centennial in 
February 1913. For more infor-
mation, see his LinkedIn profile: 
www.linkedin.com/in/anthony-
robins, or visit his amazon.com 
author page.  ¤
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