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East 34th Street Transitway Project Is Completed in 
December 2016
The New York City Department of Design and Construction 
issued a press release on December 1, 2016 stating that work 
operations have been completed for the East 34th Street 
Transitway Project (Project # MED 607B). Trunk and distri-
bution water mains, sewers and catch basins were relocated 
and installed, bus bulbs, where a sidewalk is extended out-
wards for a bus stop, and bus pads (highly durable areas of 
the roadway surface at bus stops) were installed, curbs and 

sidewalks were restored, private 
utilities were relocated, street 
lighting and traffic signals were 
replaced, roadways were recon-
structed and trees were pruned 
and planted. The work was done 
along 34th Street between the 
FDR Drive and Lexington Av-
enue, on First Avenue between 

33rd and 35th Street, on Second Avenue between 33rd and 
35th Street and on Third Avenue between 33rd and 35th 
Street.

Pershing Square West Reconstruction
The New York City Department of Design and Construc-
tion is managing a capital reconstruction project to replace 
existing infrastructure such as trunk and distribution wa-
ter mains and sewers on Park Avenue West from East 40th 
to East 42nd Street, East 40th Street from Park to Madison 
Avenue, and East 42nd Street from Vanderbilt to Lexington 
Avenue. A pedestrian plaza will be constructed at Park Av-
enue West from East 41st to East 42nd Street. This project 
began in the spring of 2014 and has an anticipated comple-
tion date of spring 2017. Please check the MHNA website for 
weekly updates.
East Side Access Project
As of November 2016, major surface level operations for the 
construction of the 38th Street Ventilation Facility are com-
plete. The sidewalk is open to pedestrians, and the contrac-
tor’s equipment and materials have been removed.
Beginning in 2017 (late winter or early spring), there will be 
some utility work at the curb for a few weeks. Concrete deliv-
eries during daytime hours for the construction of the tracks 

MTA Emergency Ventilation Project Withdrawn
As of February 28, 2017 the Emergency Ventilation project 
on Park Avenue has been withdrawn from the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority/New York City Transit’s current 
5-year plan. State Senator Liz Krueger and other elected of-
ficials who represent our district were very instrumental in 
presenting the concerns of the community to key personnel 
of the MTA. The MTA’s decision to withdraw the project at 
this time was partly due to concerns about the many over-
lapping construction projects in the neighborhood and also 
to the neighborhood’s opposition to the project. The project 
will be revisited when the MTA develops its 2020-2024 plan.
This follows the release earlier in February of the MTA’s Fi-
nal Scoping Document for the proposed emergency ventila-
tion plant in Murray Hill. You can view the document on the 
MTA website. 
Analyses of all of the alternatives were done from an engi-
neering standpoint, an environmental standpoint and an 
economic (cost) standpoint. The final conclusion is that Al-

ternatives 11 and 12 have the fewest adverse consequences, 
Alternative 11 being the best. A final decision on which alter-
native will be evaluated in the DEIS will be made following 
consideration of public input through the scoping process, 
including substantive comments on the Alternatives Analy-
sis/Feasibility Evaluation (Appendix A).
The MTA’s response to all of the questions and comments 
that were submitted during the public comment period is at-
tached as Appendix C. If you submitted testimony, you can 
look for your name to find the answers to your questions.
The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be the next 
document to be issued. Once that document is released, the 
MTA/NYCT will schedule another public hearing. A hearing 
will also be on the agenda for the Transportation Commit-
tee of Community Board 6. There will be another period for 
public comments following the release of the DEIS. However, 
in view of the withdrawal of the project from the current bud-
get, at this time we do not know when the DEIS will be issued.

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://web.mta.info/mta/planning/EmergVent-Lex/
http://web.mta.info/mta/planning/EmergVent-Lex/pdf/Final-Alts-Analysis-Feasibility-Evaluation.pdf
http://web.mta.info/mta/planning/EmergVent-Lex/pdf/Response-to-Comments.pdf
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Spring is here! The trees will be in full bloom and the tulips will rise on Park 
Avenue. This is just one of the many accomplishments of The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association.
This has been such a busy time for the association, as we address issues of 
construction, noise, traffic, homelessness and so on. I hope you are using the 
website to get updated information on the various projects in the neighbor-
hood. As soon as we receive information we post it and then we do the nec-
essary follow up. We also email our members with the major issues we are 
facing. If you are not receiving our emails, sign up for them on our website 
murrayhillnyc.org.
Some quick updates: 
The MTA/NYCT Emergency Ventilation Project has been withdrawn from 
the current plan. It will be revisited in the 2020-2024 plan. Our committees 
reviewed the Final Scoping Document, first to check the facts, and also to see 
if anything was missing. We confirmed that this is a mandatory project that 
must adhere to federal requirements. The MTA is still deciding on the exact 
details of the plan, and the formal studies regarding traffic, the environment, 
etc. will be included in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. We have 
requested additional information regarding access for first responders to the 
construction area. We also requested information about other emergency 
ventilation plants that have already been completed in the city. We would 
like to inspect them. We expect that the DEIS will be delayed in view of the 
withdrawal of the project.
We have requested from the MTA and the Department of Transportation 
the final dates of completion for the East Side Access project and the Queens 
Midtown Tunnel rehabilitation. We will request that the Emergency Ventila-
tion project not begin until these two projects are completed. We will also 
ask the Department of Buildings not to issue construction permits in the 
area during the Emergency Ventilation project.
The committees of the association are hard at work on landmarking, green-
ing and cleaning, membership, website, communications, newsletter, zon-
ing, traffic and transportation issues. 
Of great importance are the upcoming elections this year for Mayor and for 
our council representatives. Both of our council members, Dan Garodnick 
and Rosie Mendez are at their term limits. As we receive information about 
who is running we will keep you updated. The Association does not endorse 
candidates, but we can give you information on who is running. The city po-
sitions are very important to our neighborhood, and we need their support 
and understanding.
Two of the events planned for May and June are the New York City Ballet 
event on May 7 and the annual street festival on June 3.
If you can volunteer, please do so. There is much to do, and this is an op-
portunity to give back to your neighborhood. If you would like to become a 
trustee, email a short biography to the attention of the nominating commit-
tee at info@murrayhillnyc.org. You can make a difference, and I sincerely 
hope you will.
I thank our trustees for all of the dedication and hard work that they give 
to the community and to our mission of continuing to make Murray Hill a 

http://
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association
Fred Arcaro, President

highly desirable place to live, work and visit. They are the 
best! 

New York City has completed the waterfront project that 
transformed the old Con Edison pier from 38th to 41st Street 
into a Waterfront Esplanade. Residents are now enjoying 
jogging and river views. The next waterfront project recently 
presented to Community Board Six is the East River Gre-
enway upgrade which would include land and bike paths 
from 37th Street to Waterside Plaza. The NYC Department 
of Transportation is working on the bike path around the 
Water Club Restaurant to prevent any disruption to its op-
eration. No date is set for the East River Greenway upgrade.

Sheldon Solow, the developer of the old Con Edison parking 
lot site at 685 First Avenue, is progressing very quickly. As of 
this writing, the new residential building has reached 14 sto-
ries. The building will be a 710,901 sq. ft., 42 story (462 feet 
high) residential building. The building will have 148 condo-
miniums, 408 rental units and below grade parking for 110 
vehicles. Construction operations are from 7am to 6pm on 
weekdays and 9am to 5pm, with DOB permit approval, on 
Saturdays. The construction crane will be installed on 40th 
Street. The project is estimated to be completed in early 2019.

There is currently no date set to start construction on the 
east side of First Avenue across from 685 First Avenue. The 
construction equipment on the site is being used for the 
construction of the 685 First Avenue building.

The East 33rd Street two-way conversion (between First and 
Second Avenues) is completed. The east-bound traffic is 
for emergency vehicles only. The center striping serves as a 
traffic calming measure in addition to a pedestrian refuge. 
The bike station will be relocated from the northwest side 
of 33rd Street, near Second Avenue, to the southeast side 
of the street, near First Avenue. The addition of the east-
bound traffic lane is meant to improve emergency vehicles’ 
response time to the New York University Langone Medical 
Center Perelman Emergency Center.

MECA serves the neighborhood east of 3rd Avenue to the 
East River. If you have not renewed your MECA member-
ship, please do so now. Please send your dues, payable to 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, to MECA at 415 
East 37th Street, New York, NY 10016 or to The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association at P.O. Box 1897, New York, NY 
100156-1897 and write MECA across the renewal form.

Thank you for your continuing support of MECA.

It’s That Time Again! Save the Date for the 
Murray Hill Street Fair—Saturday, June 3rd
by Tom Horan, VP, MHNA & Street Festival Chair

Join us in celebrating Historic Murray Hill! We have started 
our preliminary planning for the 2017 Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association Street Fair. We hope you will be able 
to join us on Saturday, June 3rd. We expect to have a real 
blockbuster event this year, so don’t miss it.
As in past years, the Fair will be held on the west side of Park 
Avenue between 34th and 40th Streets. The Fair will open 
at 11am and close at 6pm. Live entertainment will begin at 
noon and continue until the Fair closes. Find a seat, rest a bit 
and enjoy the music!
Along with other attractions at the Fair, you will have the op-
portunity to visit with members of the various committees of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. You’ll meet the 
folks who volunteer on the Preservation & Design Commit-
tee. These are the fine people who work with the NYC Land-
marks Preservation Commission and other city agencies in 
a continuing effort to enhance and protect the character of 
Murray Hill. The P&D Committee will be offering several 
guided walking tours of Historic Murray Hill throughout the 
day. Stop by and sign up for one of the tours. You’ll learn a 
lot of the history of Murray Hill and even get some exercise!
In 2015, we added a new feature to the Fair: Flea Market 
Finds. It was a great success and we expect to be including 
it again this year. You will see many interesting and one-of-
a-kind items for sale at the Flea Market. Stop by and search 
for the perfect “find”!
A perennial favorite place to browse is our Book Boutique. 
We will have hundreds of titles to choose from. If you have 
books cluttering your closet or desk, we have the solution. 
We welcome donations of new or gently used books. You 
can bring them yourself or we can make arrangements to 
pick them up from your lobby. There will be more informa-
tion on that coming soon.
This year we are again most fortunate to be able to welcome 
The Snarks, a group of accomplished local theater perform-
ers who will come dressed as prominent past residents of 
Murray Hill. Test your knowledge of the history of Murray 
Hill by seeing how many of the “characters” you can identify.
Spend a few minutes discussing ongoing Quality of Life is-
sues as they pertain to living and working in Murray Hill, 
with our trustees who will be happy to update you on the 
latest developments on the East Side Rezoning program, the 
MTA Emergency Ventilation Project, and other initiatives 
which affect us all.
Our Membership Committee will be on hand to welcome 
all current and prospective members. They look forward to 
speaking with anyone desiring more information about the 

Continued on page 20

www.murrayhillnyc.org


In Memoriam: Shirley Macleod, Long Time 
Trustee of the MHNA

The Murray Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation is sad to announce the 
passing of one of our longest serv-
ing trustees. Shirley Macleod passed 
away in early February at a care cen-
ter near her family in Campbell Hall, 
New York.
She served as a member and trustee 
of the Association for many years. 
During her years with The Murray Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation, Shirley chaired the Greening Committee as well 
as the Street Fair Committee. She always brought great en-
thusiasm and dedication to any project or issue she was in-
volved in. 
Shirley had a multitude of friends and acquaintances in 
Murray Hill, having lived in the neighborhood (in the same 
apartment) for almost fifty years. She will be sorely missed.
Anyone desiring to make a donation in Shirley’s memory 
may do so to the church she attended during visits to her 
family in upstate New York:
Hortonville Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 15
Hortonville, NY  12745
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Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level 
I have indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple

o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)

o $25 Young Professional (to age 40)

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _______________________________________
E-mail address ________________________________________
Second Name (couples) _________________________________
E-mail address ________________________________________
Company ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________ Apt  _______
City _______________________State _____ Zip _____________
Home Phone __________________________________________
Cell/Other Phone ______________________________________

Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Membership Coordinator

PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



New Members
Brittany Berckes
Jennifer Bridges
Donna Burns
Rebekah Flig
Craig Gordon
Kevin Grose
Dante Latorre
Sheila Lennon
Anna McDonald
Najwa Nejame
Carrie Rabkin

William Rabkin
Ann Rast
Ted Rast

New Business Members
Covina
o ya
Progressive Dentistry P.C.
Roof at Park South
Studio 360
TD Bank
Urban Coast
as of 2/15/2017

Please visit the website for details about business members.

Join or Renew Online
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org and click Join 

Keep up-to-date with neighborhood events and issues!  
Get involved!

Our Warmest Welcome to New Members

Membership Drive!
The MHNA recognizes Business and Discount Committee 
members Nina Liebman, Lillian Seidman and Michael-Ann 
Rowe who have taken it upon themselves to start a member-
ship drive. On December 3, they stood in front of Trader 
Joe’s and talked to passers-by about The Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association and gathered email addresses. They 
have also been busy recruiting businesses as members and 
as participants in the Discount Program. Our thanks for 
taking this initiative!

Thaddeus Hoadley Speirs born in November
Brand new Murray Hill neighbor Thaddeus Hoadley Speirs 
arrived just in time to celebrate Thanksgiving with his fam-
ily. His big twin sisters Poppy and Sami can’t wait to take 
him on his very first Le Carrousel ride in Bryant Park. Poppy 
highly recommends the Hare, while Sami prefers the Frog. 
The proud parents are Melissa Givey, a MHNA trustee, and 
her husband Nathan. They’re all looking forward to many 
more Murray Hill adventures with their fun-loving party of 
five.
If you have personal or family news that you would like to 
publish, please contact us at nancysheran@gmail.com.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/join
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:nancysheran%40gmail.com?subject=
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TD Bank Joins the MHNA 
The MHNA welcomes new business sponsor, TD Bank, 
Third Avenue branch.
TD Bank is a global, full-service bank 
for personal banking, small business 
and commercial banking and invest-
ment services. They are located at 593 
Third Avenue (at 39th Street). Ask for 
Steven Villaran, the Store Manager, 
or email him at Steven.Villaran@
TD.com. The telephone number is 
212-867-3128. This branch is open 7 
days a week: Monday to Friday from 
8am to 7pm, Saturday 9am to 3pm 
and Sunday 11am to 3pm.
TD’s Personal Banking services include online banking and 
bill pay, mobile banking, checking, savings and Money Mar-
ket accounts, debit card and prepaid cards, digital payments, 
CDs, IRAs, credit cards, mortgages, home equity loans and 
lines of credit.
Small Business Banking services include online banking 
and bill pay, mobile banking, merchant solutions, business 
checking, business savings, business Money Market, CDs, 
credit cards, digital payments, loans and lines of credit, tools 
and resources.
Commercial Banking services include treasury manage-
ment services, checking, loans and lines of credit, leasing 
and equipment finance, government banking.
Investing services include TD Ameritrade, personal finan-
cial services, Private Client Group.

Steven Villaran, TD 
Bank Store Manager

Be Informed!
If you are not getting our emails, 

please sign up at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org

Scroll down the right column past the flowers.

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188
917-854-6055

joanndkaplan@gmail.com

BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

A Good Time Was Had by All
by Marion Weingarten 

On Sunday, February 12th at the East Pacific Pan Asian Bis-
tro, members of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
celebrated Valentine’s Day, a/k/a Love Your Neighborhood, 
two days early. Drinks were plentiful as were the many va-
rieties of dumplings, both fried and steamed, together with 
shrimp and chicken on skewers, spare ribs, egg rolls and su-
shi rolls. 
Diane Bartow, the president of the Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association presented recognition awards to Robin Fi-
field and Paula Hutter Gilliam for their outstanding service 
and dedication to the Association as well as to the Murray 
Hill Community.  
Linda Miller from The Girls Next Door serenaded us with 
everything from Frankie Valli to disco. It was then that we 
discovered that our members were not shy as they put on 
their dancing shoes. To her amazement Marilyn Spielman 
took home a five pound 
Hershey bar as she was the 
lucky winner of the door 
prize. After two hours of 
merrymaking it was time 
to say good night to Andy 
who was our gracious host.

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
mailto:Steven.Villaran%40TD.com?subject=
mailto:Steven.Villaran%40TD.com?subject=
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:joanndkaplan%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:dgbar@msn.com
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The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased 
to welcome new business sponsor, Docks Oyster Bar & Sea-
food Grill.
Established in 1987, Docks’ bistro decor is inviting and clas-
sic. It can be a place to impress a date, have a power lunch 
or relax after work. It is the go-to destination in the neigh-
borhood for fresh seafood. Their extensive raw bar features 
shrimp, crab, clams and daily oysters shucked on the half 
shell from both the east and west coast. They pride them-
selves on providing seasonal items such as Nantucket Bay 
Scallops, Florida Stone Crab Claws, Maryland Soft Shell 
Crabs, and Wild Alaskan King Salmon. Docks features live 
jazz on Tuesday nights and for Sunday Brunch. They have 
clam bakes on Sunday and Monday nights. Check their web-
site for upcoming events.

The restaurant straddles 
residential Murray Hill 
and the Midtown East 
business district. At 
lunch hour, they fill with 
industry professionals. 
Their weeknight happy 
hour draws a vibrant 
after work crowd enjoy-
ing signature cocktails, 
wine and oysters. As the 

New Business Sponsor Docks Oyster Bar & Seafood Grill

sun sets, Docks Oyster Bar transforms into a neighborhood 
staple where the locals are known by name.
Last January, Docks collaborated with MHNA member, 
Emmy Award winner Michael-Ann Rowe, aka the Fishio-
nista, to present a Lobster 101 Popup. This was a 4-course 
meal with wine pairing and lobster demonstration, and was 
presented to a sold-out crowd.
Docks Oyster Bar & Seafood Grill
633 3rd Avenue 
(between 40th & 41st Street)
212-986-8080
docksoysterbar.com
 Hours: open daily from 11:30am - 11pm

mittee, will be presenting 
three events per year, in 
April, July and December. 
The events will be held 
in various locations and 
each will have a speaker. 
Be sure that you are get-
ting the MHNA emails if 
you want to be notified of 
future events. 
The April event featured Vivek Jayaraman, Director of New 
York City’s Business Solutions, an initiative of the New York 
City Department of Small Business Services. He spoke about 
the numerous free services provided by the City of New 
York for entrepreneurs of all stages and sectors. The event 
was hosted by the Society of Jewish Science. Raffle prizes 
were donated by Hill & Bay and Tournesol Wellness.
If you want to contact the Business Committee with your is-
sues, suggestions or questions, please email Carey at carey@
tournesolwellness.com.

On December 8, MHNA Business Committee member, 
Hotel Chandler, hosted the Holiday Networking Event 
for Murray Hill businesses on behalf of The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association’s Business Committee. The event 
was free, and there was a capacity crowd of more than 25 
neighborhood businesses. Hotel Chandler provided a lovely 
room, staff and continental breakfast, and arranged for 
the presentation, which included excellent event planning 
suggestions and advice by Neda Heffron, Director of Sales 
and Marketing at the Hotel Chandler.
Colin Baer of Colin Baer Events & Floral put everyone in 
the holiday spirit with his presentation of holiday floral 
decorations. Many lucky businesses left with raffle prizes. 
We gratefully acknowledge the generous raffle donors—all 
of them Murray Hill businesses—Fred Astaire Dance Studio 
Midtown, Hotel Chandler, Local Mobile Marketing Solu-
tions, Park Avenue Liquors, Tournesol Wellness and Laura 
Fay Lewis.
This was the first in a series of MHNA business network-
ing events. Carey Davidson, Chair of the Business Com-

MHNA Businesses Committee Launches Networking Event Series for Murray Hill 
Businesses

Dr. Lisa Robin
Psychologist

is pleased to announce the opening 
of her new office
41 Park Avenue

Suite One H
New York, New York 10016

Telephone: (212) 501.1795
Mobile: (646) 436.1457

lrobin8205@hotmail.com

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://docksoysterbar.com
mailto:carey%40tournesolwellness.com?subject=
mailto:carey%40tournesolwellness.com?subject=
mailto:lrobin8205%40hotmail.com?subject=
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sual creative teams and schools can 
use WindowsWear for inspiration, 
trends and competitive analysis. 
Berkeley College has approximate-
ly 8,000 students spread out over 
nine locations in New York, New 
Jersey and online, with approxi-
mately 2,700 students currently en-
rolled in New York City. The Fashion Merchandising and 
Management degree programs combine both the creative 
and business aspects of the fashion industry into a cohesive 
whole. 
For more information, email museum@windowswear.com. 
Read full press release.
Jon Harari, CEO & Co-Founder of WindowsWear, is a 
Trustee of the MHNA.

The WindowsWear Museum at Berkeley College was 
launched on December 6, 2016. This is the world’s first mu-
seum celebrating one-of-a-kind, influential fashion windows 
and in-store displays from the world’s best fashion brands.
WindowsWear also has the world’s largest digital archive of 
fashion window displays. Items from the archives will be pe-
riodically featured in the museum. The WindowsWear archive 
dates back to 1931, the same year Berkeley College was founded.
The first installation, from Coach, was unveiled during a re-
ception at the Berkeley College campus in Midtown Man-
hattan. The museum will be open to the public from 8am to 
9pm daily on the first floor of the Berkeley College campus 
at 12 East 41st Street. 
WindowsWear features online and in real-time, the largest 
and most comprehensive database of the world’s fashion 
window displays, interiors, and e-commerce packaging. Vi-

WindowsWear Museum—the World’s First Museum of Fashion Windows and In-Store 
Displays—Opens at Berkeley College

Each day, as I lead prospective students and parents on tours 
of Yeshiva University’s Murray Hill campus, I pause as we 
walk down Lexington Avenue. As we cross the street to walk 
from one academic building to another, I point up. “If you 
look to your left, you’ll notice the Empire State Building.”
I then explain that since the campus is so near this famous 
landmark, the building represents the school’s proximity to 
opportunities and experiences. The convenience of trans-
portation, the never-ending variety of events, and the ex-
citing atmosphere of Murray Hill, always excite prospective 
and incoming students.
As a graduating senior, I am incredibly appreciative of my 
experience attending college in Murray Hill. From Archi-
tectural History classes that took us away from slides on a 
screen and out into the city to learn about the development 
of the city first hand, to the constantly busy streets, there 
is always something new to do or to learn. As president of 
student council and the architectural society, the ability to 
use New York City as our extended campus has allowed me 
to gain a greater understanding and appreciation for the im-
portance of community. I have learned about issues relating 
to affordable housing and homelessness first hand as I walk 
to class. These experiences have helped me decide to pursue 
a career in urban planning with a focus on affordable hous-
ing. It was the out-of-classroom experiences even more than 
the in class lectures that allowed me to recognize my inter-
ests and passions.
Hopefully, incoming students will also recognize the op-
portunities that exist just down the block and will actively 

A Student’s View—Education In and Outside of the Classroom                              by Hudy Rosenberg

explore our neighborhood and all it has to offer.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://berkeleycollege.edu
mailto:museum%40windowswear.com?subject=
http://www.windowswear.com/museum
http://www.windowswear.com
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Bravest on 38th—Ever Changing, Ever the Same                                                            by Ashley Petrylak

Thirty nine years ago, FDNY firefighter Larry Fitzgerald and 
two friends opened Suspenders—a local bar on 38th Street 
and 2nd Avenue where firefighters could relax after their 
shifts and have a cheap beer and hearty food. In only two 
weeks, the men renovated the space that formerly housed 
Quinn’s bar and opened on St. Patrick’s Day in 1978. From 
day one Suspenders was busy day and night, which was 
proof that it was a needed addition to Murray Hill.

Sadly, Larry died while on duty in 1980, but the bar lived on 
and later became the internationally popular Wanda’s Full 
Moon Saloon where owner Wanda Shadwick honored and 
preserved his memory. Wanda, who knew Larry through 
her husband,  a retired FDNY fire marshal, took over the bar 
28 years ago and worked tirelessly to maintain the bar and 
restaurant as a homey neighborhood establishment with ex-
cellent food. Wanda says, “It was really our second home. 
My family and friends helped as bartenders, waitresses, pot-
ters, cooks, everything. Even my kids worked here when 
they were old enough. I really think that effort paid off into 
making it the place it is today. It really is a place where peo-
ple come to feel welcomed and comfortable in a city where 
it’s so easy to feel anonymous.”

There was never a time when the Murray Hill and FDNY 
communities needed comfort more than in the days and 
weeks following September 11, 2001. Thus, it was after Sep-
tember 11th that Wanda changed the name of the bar to 
Bravest, to not only honor the men and women of the FDNY 
(known as New York’s Bravest), but also to recognize all of 
the brave citizens of New York who put their lives on the 
line for their fellow citizens and countrymen. People came 
to Bravest to find comfort and community when the outside 
world was rife with unrest. Even today, on every section of 
the walls surrounding Bravest’s unique horseshoe-shaped 
wooden bar is a badge, photo or tribute to the FDNY and a 
section devoted to September 11th. 

Wanda has seen the Murray Hill neighborhood change a 
great deal over the past 30 years. A bus depot on 38th Street 
and 1st Avenue that brought regular foot traffic to the bar 
was closed and The Corinthian, a 58-story apartment build-
ing was built in its place. With rents, insurance premiums 
and real estate taxes all increasing, it became tougher and 
tougher for a neighborhood bar to exist. Like many fami-
ly-owned businesses in New York today, Wanda is unsure 
of the future for Bravest. With its close proximity to the 

We are just a 35 minute drive from Midtown.
Or a 40 minute ride from Grand Central to Hartsdale.

Attractive rates for families, singles, even half-summer

Visit: MaplewoodSwimClub.com
Call: (914) 236-0540

Don’t forget to bring your smiles.

Escape the city summer.
Sun and Shade, Swim and Tennis

Peace and Quiet
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 ESTELLE MEISTER
 Licensed Associate RE Broker

 917-450-3090
 212-350-2275
 emeister@elliman.com

A long-term resident
of Murray Hill - Real Estate Professional 

specializing in Coops,
Condos, Townhouses and Investment 

properties in Murray Hill and 
throughout the City.

IF YOU WANT THE BEST - CALL ME

Queens-Midtown Tunnel, Wanda says that the unrelenting 
noise from traffic along 2nd Avenue is having a negative ef-
fect on business. She also has no control over what the land-
lord may decide to do with the building, a thought that is 
deeply upsetting for the Bravest family, made up of staff and 
customers who think of the bar as their second home.
In response to these challenges, Wanda has introduced an 
expanded menu that focuses on homemade hearty food 
with interesting twists, such as Bravest’s Wicked Wings with 
homemade buffalo sauce, hand-formed burgers made with a 
custom beef blend, hand-cut and breaded mozzarella sticks, 
and homemade mayonnaise and Caesar dressings. Bravest 
remains one of the best deals in the neighborhood with beer 
and food specials every night of the week and a Happy Hour 
menu weekdays until 7pm with $5 wings and $4 drafts and 
well drinks.
Over the years Bravest has seen weddings, surprise engage-
ments, first kisses, new babies, New York City Marathon 
celebratory parties, and baby showers (firefighter-themed of 
course!). It has been much more than a bar to thousands 
of people. Customers and staff there are enjoying their 
unique neighborhood hangout for as long as they have it. 
“We want everyone who comes here to feel comfortable and 
to be a part of our family,” says Wanda. When this writer 

asked a sampling 
of people what 
their favorite 
part of Bravest 
was, there were 
two overwhelm-
ing responses—
the vibe and the 
food. It seems 
like Bravest is 
fulfilling its mis-
sion as a true 
neighborhood gem.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:emeister%40elliman.com?subject=
http://www.kalvigandshorter.com
http://www.modernpinballnyc.com


of fine arts in the 
last decades of the 
nineteenth century, 
bought the house in 
order to live in close 
proximity to one of 
his main clients, 
J.P. Morgan who 
lived around the 
corner. The Collec-
tors Club acquired 
this building as its 
permanent home in 
1937 for a cost of approximately $40,000. Prior to this pur-
chase, the Club had occupied several other locations.
The tour of the Collectors Club included its magnificent 
library, with its large collection of books which are avail-
able for research by scholars, historians, and philatelists. 
The Club is also home to historical documents including 
the original Charter by Benjamin Franklin designating the 
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Where can you find miles of marble, a room the size of a foot-
ball field, and hundreds of thousands of books, periodicals, 
maps and photographs? At the New York Public Library, of 
course! The Preservation & Design Committee’s Fall fund-
raiser was held at the Stephen A. Schwarzman building on 
Fifth Avenue in late October. Library docents Hilda Jaffe, 
and Nina Liebman, a library volunteer and P&D committee 
member, led a private tour of the library to a sold-out crowd.

The tour began in beautiful Gottesman Hall, the only room 
in the library with a solid wood ceiling. Poet Garrettt Buhl 
Robinson read one of his poems and Ken Weine, VP for 
Communications, talked about the upcoming plans for 
the library including the renovation plans for the Midtown 
Library branch. Visitors then split into two groups and lis-
tened attentively to the guides who were a treasure trove of 
information. Guests got to see the magnificent Map Room 
which has one of the largest collections of maps in any pub-
lic library in the world, from 17th Century antiquarian sheet 
maps to the Google maps of the present.  

Although this library is not a circulating one, you can take 
out children’s books from among the 40,000 books in the 
Children’s Division and visit Christopher Robin’s stuffed 
bear, Winnie-the-Pooh, while you’re there. On the third 
floor, you can find special collections, which are available 
by appointment only. In addition, there is a huge free on-
line digital collection with some 800,000 images available. 
Some of the digital items include original prints and draw-

MHNA Members Visit Library for a Private Tour                                                               by Elaine Silber

ings, recipes, photos and origi-
nal music compositions.

One of the most fascinating 
rooms, the Berg Collection, 
holds American and British 
literature and artifacts, includ-
ing one of the world’s largest 
collections of Virginia Wolfe’s 
manuscripts and photos. Ben 
Franklin’s glasses and Charles 
Dickens’ writing desk are prominently displayed.  

Murals and paintings abound in the stunning McGraw Ro-
tunda. One of the highlights of the tour was the recently 
re-opened Rose Reading Room that had been closed for a 
two-year repair of the ornate ceiling. It is the largest room in 
the library. This room is for research, and its wooden tables, 
large windows and brass lamps make the room both majes-
tic and cozy. Newly cleaned and painted, the room positively 
sparkles. 

This Beaux Arts building, designed by John Carrère and 
Thomas Hastings, and designated a New York City land-
mark in 1967, is a gem, as are the two tour guides who are so 
knowledgeable about its history. 
After the tour, members were treated to a delicious food 
and wine reception at Butterfield 8 with a chance to finally 
sit down! 

Hilda Jaffee and Nina Liebman

A group of about forty Murray Hill neighborhood residents 
and non-residents were treated to a wonderful tour of the 
Collectors Club, on the afternoon of Sunday, January 22. The 
Collectors Club, located at 22 East 35 Street, between Madi-
son and Park Avenues, has been a New York City landmark 
since 1979. 

The tour was led by K. David Steidly, PH.D., Secretary at 
the Collectors Club, a most knowledgeable and witty tour 
guide! It was organized by the Preservation & Design Com-
mittee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association as a 
fundraiser for its efforts in seeking landmark status for his-
toric buildings in Murray Hill. 

The five-story brownstone was built in the mid-nineteenth 
century and redesigned in 1901 by the firm of McKim, Mead 
& White, with Stanford White as the partner in charge. The 
architecture includes magnificent bay windows apparently 
inspired by those in New Zealand House in London. It was 
part of a row of six townhouses built at that time. Of the six 
houses, five remain. Thomas Clark, a distinguished collector 

Stamp Collecting, History and Murray Hill Were Featured on the Collectors Club Tour  
by Debbie Landey

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org


Gallery35 Ends the Spring Season with Scapes 

In April Gallery35 presented 
its first exhibit in Manhat-
tan Borough President Gale 
Brewer’s office downtown. 
The current and final exhibit 
of this season—SCAPES—
will feature a closing re-
ception on June 10th from 
6-8pm. Gallery35 is located 
at 30 East 35th Street.
Plans for next season in-
clude an exhibit highlighting social and environmental is-
sues, in keeping with Community Church’s justice related 
goals. Keep informed of Gallery activities by visiting their 
website, www.gallery35nyc.com.
Gallery35—the “secret gallery” of Murray Hill—was formed 
in 2004 with a small group of artists, all members of The 
Community Church of New York Unitarian Universalist. It 
later widened its membership to form a collective of over 
25 artists from the greater community, many of whom live 
in Murray Hill. Gallery35 holds exhibits throughout most of 
the year, with artist receptions open to the public.
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Walking Tours 
of the 

Historic Murray Hill Neighborhood

Last Sunday of Every Month 
March 26 - November 26, 2017

1:30 - 3 pm
$20.00

Sign up at www.murrayhillnyc.org

Deputy Post Master for New Hampshire. The collection also 
includes Franklin D. Roosevelt’s application for member-
ship in the Collectors Club in 1926, when he was a 43 year 
old lawyer in New York. At that time membership was $10 
for New York residents and $5 for those outside a fifty mile 
radius of the city.
Founded in 1896, the Collectors Club is one of the oldest 
existing philatelic societies in the United States. Its stated 
purpose is “to further the study of philately, promote the 
hobby and provide a social, educational, and non-commer-
cial setting for the enthusiastic enjoyment of our common 
passion.” There were originally approximately 100 members, 
most from the US. The first female member was Mrs. Irving 
Glover, who joined in 1922. 
The Collectors Club now has approximately 700 members. 
For those interested in stamps and the history surround-
ing them, annual membership for the Club is $225. Mem-
bers meet twice a month and organize and attend lectures 
and events related to stamps and their history. The Library 
is open weekdays from 10am-5pm. The website is collec-
torsclub.org. 
The tour ended with refreshments. Huge thanks to the Col-
lectors Club for a wonderful Sunday afternoon, learning 
about stamps, history, the Collectors Club and the Murray 
Hill neighborhood! 

Detail from painting by Rick Perez

http://www.gallery35nyc.com
www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://collectorsclub.org
http://collectorsclub.org
http://www.poisedformovement.com
http://www.sargesdeli.com
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Villa       Berulia
107 East 34th Street NYC

(Between Park and
Lexington Avenues)

(212) 689-1970
www.VillaBerulia.com

www.facebook.com/villaberulianyc

Serving fine Italian Cuisine Since 1981

Celebrating Our 36th Anniversary

Construction Updates  continued from pag e 1

below ground will require an on-street presence. There may 
be a small storage facility at the site. Sidewalk restoration at 
the curb and utility relocations required by the city’s utility 
providers must also be completed. 
When the East Side Access is completed, the majority of the 
ESA passengers are expected to exit to the north of Grand Cen-
tral Terminal, with less than 25% exiting through the terminal.
This project is being managed by the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority. For community related concerns, 
questions, or additional information, please contact the 
East Side Access Community Outreach Team: by phone: 
855-4-MTAESA, on the web: www.mta.info/esa, email: com-
munityoutreach@mtacc-esa.info.
Park Avenue Tunnel Rehabilitation Started in February
The New York City Department of Transportation Division 
of Bridges maintains the Park Avenue Tunnel, which runs 
from 33rd Street to 40th Street beneath the Park Avenue 
Malls. The project to rehabilitate this 100+ year old struc-
ture began in February. It is expected to take 2 years. Dur-
ing phase one, the work will be done during daytime hours 
on weekdays. For later phases, the tunnel will be closed to 
traffic during nights and weekends.Please check the MHNA 

website murrayhillnyc.org for updates.
Queens Midtown Tunnel Rehabilitation
MTA Bridges and Tunnels launched cashless tolling at the 
QMT in January. The toll booths were removed, and cars 
now can pass through the tunnel without stopping or slow-
ing down. For drivers, E-ZPass is recommended (save up-
ward of 30% on tolls), but for those who do not have it, a 
snapshot will be taken of their license plate and the reg-
istered owner of the vehicle will be billed for the cash toll 
amount. Visit www.ezpassny.com for E-ZPass information.
Ongoing weeknight and weekend tube closures will con-
tinue for the duration of the Sandy Restoration project, 
which continues on an accelerated schedule. The work shifts 
between north and south tubes. During these closures one 
tube remains open with two-way traffic operation. Signage 
and New York Police Department Traffic Enforcement 
Agents will help direct motorists.
After a winter hiatus, exit plaza roadway rehabilitation work 
resumes on the Manhattan side of the tunnel in the Down-
town far right lane in early March. This is the final phase of 
plaza work and will be completed in early summer 2017.
The restoration and repair work in the tubes continues 
through summer of 2018. The work includes replacing sys-

http://www.mta.info/esa
mailto:communityoutreach%40mtacc-esa.info?subject=
mailto:communityoutreach%40mtacc-esa.info?subject=
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.ezpassny.com
http://www.villaberulia.com
http://www.facebook.com/villaberulianyc
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Historic Exclusivity Requires 
Heroic Support

Be part of New York City’s heritage
Since 1850 the Park Avenue Malls have offered the city 
a history of beauty, tulips in springtime, begonias in 
summer, chrysanthemums in fall and holiday lights in 
winter. The Patrons of Park Avenue ask for your generous 
support to continue providing the level of preservation for 
these malls that they deserve, including tree, fence and ivy 
maintenance all year long.

Keep our City’s past blooming into the future!
Be a Hero

with your donation level!

Underwriters $  5,000+
Benefactors 2,500-4,999
Patrons 1,500-2,499
Gardeners  500-1,499

John Chadwick, Chair, POPA 
For information call 212-685-8900.

When you add your name to the list of generous donors, 
your gift will be prominently displayed in our newsletter.

Can you Help with Third Avenue 
Beautification?
We would like to improve the appearance of Third Avenue 
and we need your help! If you see overflowing garbage cans, 
broken garbage cans, garbage on the sidewalk or in tree beds 
or bikes chained to trees or tree guards, please report them 
to 311. You can do this with a phone app NYC 311, by calling 
311 or on the 311 website www1.nyc.gov/311. Be prepared to 
give the address where you saw this. The call can be made 
anonymously. If you know the merchant or building, you 
can, as a courtesy, notify them directly before you call 311.

tems that were damaged in 2012 during Hurricane Sandy, 
including electrical and communications, drainage and 
fire standpipes. In addition to other capital improvements, 
contractors are installing LED lights and emergency safety 
lights, replacing tunnel wall tiles, ceiling finishes, curbs, cat-
walks, and duct banks and repaving tunnel roadways. 

The Park Avenue Malls Were the Setting 
for Two Winter Holiday Events

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association kicked off the 
holiday season on December 4 with the tree lighting on 
the Park Avenue Malls. The Park Avenue Memorial Holi-
day Trees (34th to 96th Street) have been a holiday staple 
for over 70 years. The ritual began in 1945 as a memorial for 
lives lost in our nation’s wars. 
As is customary, Santa Claus 
made a surprise visit to the 
event and thrilled the chil-
dren by handing out candy 
canes, listening to their 
Christmas requests, and pos-
ing with them for pictures. 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Gale Brewer stopped 
by for a brief chat. After the 
mall lighting, the adults in 
the group adjourned to the 
bar at The Kitano Hotel for a jolly time of fellowship and 
camaraderie. 
At sundown on December 
24th, more than 15 people gath-
ered at the Mall on Park Avenue 
and 35th Street to celebrate the 
lighting of the first Hanukkah 
candle of the Murray Hill Me-
norah. Mary Silver lit the can-
dles, and Perry Silver, President 
of the Metropolitan Synagogue, 
read the prayer. The Menorah 
is co-sponsored by the Met-
ropolitan Synagogue and The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association. In the background, the Empire State Building 
was lit on the east side in blue and white to commemorate 
Hanukkah and in red and green for Christmas Eve on the 
north side.

Santa (MHNA member Eugene 
Bartow) poses with the children.

Hanukkah Menorah.

Your Trusted Insurance Advisor
Providing a broad array of products and services

9 East 37th Street

New York, NY 10016

212-683-2622

www.globalcoverage.com

Email: info@globalcoverage.com

Insurance and Risk Management

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www1.nyc.gov/311
http://www.globalcoverage.com
mailto:info%40globalcoverage.com?subject=


Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

Delirium: The Art of the Symbolist Book, through May 14. The 
Symbolist movement grew out of Baudelaire’s visionary poetry. 
Included are works by Redon, Fantin-Latour, Mallarmé and others.
Treasures from the Nationalmuseum of Sweden: The Collections of 
Count Tessin, through May 14. Core holdings of this museum, 
Sweden’s most important art institution, were assembled by Swedish 
Count Carl Gustav Tessin, 1696-1770, diplomat and art collector. 
Shown are over 75 paintings and drawings by Italian, French and 
Dutch masters, highlighting Boucher’s Triumph of Venus.
I’m Nobody! Who Are You? The Life and Poetry of Emily Dickinson, 
through May 21. This enigmatic 19th century writer penned over 
1,700 poems, but only a small number were published. Included are 
her writings, silhouettes, photos, daguerreotypes and illustrations 
showing how she lived and worked.
Noah’s Beasts: Sculpted Animals from Ancient Mesopotamia, May 
26-August 27. Sculpted works from 3300-2250 BC from several top 
museums are shown with a Morgan cylinder seal of animals acting 
as humans and its famous 1646 BC clay tablet, The Deluge Story, an 
early version of the Noah tale.
Henry James and American Painting, June 9-September 10. About 60 
paintings, drawings, watercolors, sculptures, photos, manuscripts, 
letters and printed books from two dozen American and British 
museums highlight James’ close friendships with the most important 
expatriate American artists of his era. It is the first museum exhibit 
to explore the intersection between these friendships and his literary 
work. 
Poussin, Claude and French Drawing in the Classical Age, June 
9-October 8. Over 50 drawings from the Morgan illustrate the dual 
interests in classicism and naturalism in 17th century France, when 
French artists rose to prominence at home and abroad. During this 
time Louis XII and XIV ensured the flourishing of the arts and the 
establishment of academies to teach and study drawing.
The Morgan’s expanded roster of public programs: lectures, concerts, 
gallery talks, films, family and special events, can be seen on their 
website, www.themorgan.org, 212-685-0008. Friday evenings open 
until 9pm, 7-9pm FREE ADMISSION. Enjoy a light lunch or snack 
at the Morgan Café or the more formal Dining Room. Visit their 
shop. 

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

Exhibits:
Love in Venice, through August 26. Literary, artistic and musical 
aspects of Venice 1297-1797.
Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, Ongoing. Large wall panels with photos, texts, 
objects and videos showing the history, vast collections, services and 
users of the NYPL’s branch and research libraries.

Programs:
Live From the NYPL: Lectures, discussions with prominent experts in 
many fields. Lectures, discussions with prominent experts in many 
fields. $25 or $40. Discounts for seniors and students. For schedule 
and tickets: www.nypl.org/live. 42nd Street entrance. 
Cory Doctorow: Dystopia, Apocalypse and other Sunny Futures, May 3, 
7pm. $25. Doctorow will discuss Walkaway and the technology of 
tomorrow.

Colm Toibin: Clytemnestra Revisited, May 15, 7pm, $40. In his book, 
House of Names, Toibin retells this mythological character’s tragic 
story of power, deception and murder.
Phillip Glass with Paul Holdengraber: A mind of Music, June 15, 7pm. 
$40. Glass’ 80th birthday.
NYPL Digitizes Complete Jewish Oral History Transcripts. 2250 
interviews with Jewish notables. http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/
american-jewish-committee.
Take a free 1-hour tour of the 42nd Street Library Mon.-Sat. 11am 
& 2pm; Sun. 2pm or a self-guided audio tour. Details: www.nypl.
org/schwarzman; www.nypl.org/events/programs; 917-275-6975. 
Also check the Science, Industry and Business Library (SIBL) at 188 
Madison Avenue at 34th Street and the Mid-Manhattan Library at 455 
Fifth Avenue at 40th Street for free lectures, films, computer classes.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building

From September-June CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide 
range of public programs: concerts, lectures, plays, screenings and 
art exhibits with leaders in diverse fields. Many are free, but for 
advance details and discounts for events with fees become a member 
for $50 a year and support a wonderful NYC neighborhood cultural 
institution: 212-817-7130; www.gc.cuny.edu/membership. Public 
Programs: 212-817-8215; www.gc.cuny.edu. During the summer 
activities take a vacation.

May Lectures and Panel Discussions:
[Trump’s] First 100 Days: Looking Back & Ahead with Peter Beinart, 
CNN & CUNY faculty. May 4, 6:30pm. FREE. Reservation required.
Critical Theory Today: Stephen Greenblatt, Harvard Professor & 
Pulitzer Prize author, May 5, 6:30pm. He discusses his forthcoming 
book, The Rise and Fall of Adam and Eve. FREE. Reservation required.
City of Science Series: Where Do Drugs Come From? with Kevin 
Gardner & Patrizia Casaccia, GC’s Advanced Science Research 
Center. May 10, 6:30pm. Journey of drugs from discovery to lab to 
public.
NYC’s Fiscal Crisis and the Rise of Austerity Politics, Presented by 
the Gotham Center for NYC History. May 8, 6:30-8pm; Skylight 
Room 9th Floor. Kimberly Phillips-Fein speaks about her new book, 
Fear City, which challenges the accepted view of the 1975-76 fiscal 
crisis under Mayor Lindsay. 

American-Scandinavian Foundation – Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

Exhibit:  Independent Visions: Helene Schjerfbeck and her Con-
temporaries, from the Collection of Athenaeum, Finnish National 
Gallery, through October 3. Four celebrated painters, who all lived 
through major political and cultural changes in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, are featured in this exhibit. This exhibit kicks off a 
year-long celebration of Finland’s Centennial, which will explore Fin-
land’s rich cultural history. Featured will be exhibits, concerts, films, 
lectures and more.

Concert:  Keyboard Conversations with Pianist Jeffrey Siegel: Longev-
ity of the Short Piece. Concerts with lively commentary. May 4, 8pm. 
(Final concert of the series), $25, $20 ASF members.
Summer Music:  Nordic Jazz, June 22-July 27 (or August 3).
Film Series: 
New Nordic Cinema, Wednesdays 7pm & Fridays 6:30pm; $12, $7 
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Arts, Culture & Leisure
ASF Members. 
Key House Mirror, Danish/Swedish, May 3 and May 5. Hubert tries to 
impress Hanna; gets out of hand. 
Long Story Short, Danish, May 10 and May 12. Effort to find perfect 
relationship and true love.
Summer Crime Series: Wednesdays at 7pm, Thursday matinees. 
Check website for details.
Family/Children: 
Scandinavian Sing-Along: Saturdays at 1pm, ages 1-7; $7, $5 ASF mem-
bers. 
Scandinavian Storytelling: Saturdays at 11am, Ages 5+; FREE. Both se-
ries continue through May. 
Check complete schedule on their website: www.scandinaviahouse.
org, 212-779-3587, exhibits, book club, language classes, theater, lec-
tures, special events. 212-779-3587. For ongoing information leave 
your email. Visit Facebookpage or in person.  Become a member: 
www.amscan.org/membership; or call the above number, extension 
715. Gift shop, Smörgås Restaurant: Brunch, lunch, dinner; packages 
with films & concerts: 212-847-9745; 212-686-4230.

Bryant Park
40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:  
behind the 42nd Street Library
www.bryantpark.org; 212-768-4242; Facebook, Twitter, blog, 
newsletters, brochures. Spring-summer: Ping pong; chess; petanque; 
yoga; tai chi; fencing; reading room; bird watching; juggling; adult and 
kids game tables; carousel. Music: Jazz piano & Broadway at Lunch; 
after work musical performances; accordion festival and more. HBO 
Film Festival: Mon. evenings. Food: kiosks, cafés, restaurants.

Doctors Orchestra Concert
FREE. Donations welcome. Thursday, May 4, 7:30pm, at the 
Norman Thomas High School, 33rd Street on the northeast corner 
of Park Avenue. The program will be Smetana’s The Moldau 
from My Fatherland, Elgar’s Cello Concerto Movement 3, with 
Lesley Retzer, cellist, and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No.2. Contact: 
doctorsorchestra.org.
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Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

The End of an Era!
Do you remember the Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Cir-
cus late night elephant walks through the Queens Midtown 
Tunnel and across 34th Street to Madison Square Garden? 
This used to be an annual event in Murray Hill. People would 
bring bags of peanuts to feed the elephants. As reported in 
Ephemeral New York, circus elephants have been crossing 
New York City’s bridges and 
tunnels since 1884 when cir-
cus founder P. T. Barnum 
proved that the Brooklyn 
Bridge, which had opened 
a year earlier, was safe, by 
marching 21 elephants and 
other animals across the 
bridge as a publicity stunt.
An MTA traffic notice announced the tunnel closure for the 
elephant walk in 2010. This may have been the last time the 
elephants walked across 34th Street. Since then the circus 
has bypassed MSG. In addition, animal rights activists have 
protested the treatment of circus animals. This January, the 
circus announced that after 146 years, it was closing in May. 
This is truly the end of an era.  

MHNA Website to Be Included in Columbia 
University’s Avery Library Historic Preser-
vation and Urban Planning Web Archive 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association was asked to 
allow Columbia University Libraries Web Resources Collec-
tion to take snapshots of our website www.murrayhillnyc.
org to be part of its Avery Library Historic Preservation and 
Urban Planning web archive. This will ensure its continu-
ing availability to researchers. Snapshots of the website will 
be taken periodically. The Library will also create a catalog-
ing record for the website in the international online library 
catalog Worldcat and the Columbia University online library 
catalog, increasing the visibility of the website to the scholar-
ly community. Avery Library Historic Preservation and Ur-
ban Planning web archive: http://www.archive-it.org/collec-
tions/1757. Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library: http://
library.columbia.edu/locations/avery/about.html/faq.html. 

http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/
http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/
http://www.amscan.org/membership/
http://www.bryantpark.org/
http://www.doctorsorchestra.org
www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.leparisiennyc.com
https://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com/2011/12/22/the-elephants-that-tested-the-new-brooklyn-bridge/
http://www.mta.info/press-release/bridges-tunnels/circus-elephants-annual-walk-through-queens-midtown-tunnel-qmt-closed
http://www.mta.info/press-release/bridges-tunnels/circus-elephants-annual-walk-through-queens-midtown-tunnel-qmt-closed
http://www.ringling.com/ringling-bros-final-performances/
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.archive-it.org/collections/1757
http://www.archive-it.org/collections/1757
http://library.columbia.edu/locations/avery/about.html/faq.html
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Message to Local Bus Users: Take a Hike                                                                                                 by Deborah Baldwin

Have you tried to catch a local bus lately? I did one recent 
bone-chilling evening, craning my neck and scouring Lex-
ington Avenue for one that might lumber my way.
The first “bus” I spotted turned out to be a truck. The next 
apparition, an actual bus, but...out of service! Finally: a 
genuine M101. But wait—it wasn’t going to stop! The driver 
barged by, careful not to make eye contact with bus riders 
waving their Metro cards in disbelief. Then, maddeningly, 
another Limited M101 came by almost immediately. Lim-
ited as in, limit your expectations, local-bus-service lovers. I 
ended up taking a cab.
Though New York City’s population is growing, local bus 
service is shrinking. Those arrival times posted at bus stops?  
I think of them as a fascinating study in wishful thinking. 
Yes, I’ve got one of those handy bus-time apps. Unfortunate-
ly, it’s unreliable, too.
Ask a bus driver where local bus service went and you’re 
likely to hear that fewer people want it. That news will come 
as a surprise to anyone who winces at the thought of long 
walks or steep subway stairs—people with knee issues like 
me and many of my neighbors in Murray Hill. 
Enter advocacy groups like Riders Alliance, which are push-

ing to raise awareness of the gradual decline of bus service 
and providing tools to fight back. 

It’s not just local service, of course, but many aspects  of the 
bus system that have been affected by recent changes.  Ac-
cording to a study by the nonprofit TransitCenter, New York 
City buses are slower on weekdays than those in San Fran-
cisco, Chicago, Boston, Washington, Philadelphia and Los 
Angeles. The M101, for one, ambles up and down the East 
Side at a leisurely average of 4.9 mph, with more than 17 per-
cent of its buses “bunching” like bar buddies.  

Smarter dispatching and dedicated bus lanes could help 
speed them along. But it turns out a proposal to put up con-
crete barriers ran into opposition from the car and truck 
lobby. The red lanes we got instead aren’t even enforced out-
side rush hour. (When was the last time you made a doctor’s 
appointment during rush hour?)  No wonder so many buses 
bob and weave in the middle lanes. It’s easier than fighting 
for space in side lanes colonized by Ubers, cabs and illegally 
parked cars.  

As if overcoming the political pressure of car and truck driv-
ers weren’t hard enough, better bus service is not even a lo-
cal battle. The MTA is a state agency that reports to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, explains Stephanie Veras, an energetic 
young community organizer at Riders Alliance. “Street de-
sign falls under the city’s Department of Transportation,” 
she says, “but then it’s the MTA—a state agency—that says 
we’re going to add a bus lane. Then it transfers that workload 
to DOT. Two different cultures, in two different places.” 

Hang out long enough at a bus stop, especially after rush 
hour, and you’ll sense the camaraderie of the disenfran-
chised. But, as Veras points out, in order to make a differ-
ence, bus riders have to make enough noise to be heard all 
the way up to Albany. City and state elected officials all get 
to weigh in, but if you want to lodge a complaint, Cuomo’s 
office is not a bad place to begin.

Her group and others are hoping for strength in numbers 
by way of the Bus Turnaround Coalition (busturnaround.
nyc), whose blueprint includes making practical improve-
ments like boarding islands, bus-prompted traffic lights and 
improved bus lanes. 

Organizers offer two easy ways to jump in: Sign a petition  
calling on the DOT and the MTA to beef up bus service, and 
share your woes.

Some transit users prefer to go right to the top. At a Riders 
Alliance meeting in February, one member held up his cell 
phone and declared that he had Governor Cuomo on speed 
dial:  518-474-8390. It’s a good number to know. I plan to 
start spreading it around at bus stops, including a few I fre-
quent in an ongoing effort to catch the local M101.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://busturnaround.nyc/
http://busturnaround.nyc/
http://salsa.ridersny.org/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup
http://salsa.ridersny.org/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup
http://salsa.ridersny.org/p/salsa/web/common/public/signup
http://www.librettospizzany.com
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Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the  
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area. 

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

 Internal Medicine Podiatry Physiatry Otolaryngology
 Cardiology Sports Medicine Lipidology Rheumatology
 Endocrinology Dermatology Gynecology Infectious Disease
 Gastroenterology  Ophthalmology Pain Management

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

Green and Clean
Are you interested in plants, gardening or the environment? 
Would you like to support The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association’s efforts to add more green space to our com-
munity? Wouldn’t you like to work with other people in the 
neighborhood to keep our streetscapes clean and litter free 
and contribute ideas to beautify our area?

On December 3rd, ten intrepid volunteers made sure that 
the Mall and neighboring streets sparkled for the tree-light-
ing on December 4th.  

A spring clean-up event and a mulching event for the tree 
beds on Third Avenue are also on the regular schedule, and 
the MHNA is looking for volunteers for our Green and 
Clean Committee to make our streetscapes more attractive. 
This committee coordinates our efforts around greening, lit-
ter management and beautification. The committee will help 
organize regular events such as community litter clean-up 
events in the Spring and Fall and activities aimed at improv-
ing the amount and quality of plantings in our area. We are 
looking for energetic volunteers of all backgrounds and abil-
ities to help us with this effort. 

For those who want to participate, but do not have the time 
for a committee commitment, think about becoming either 
a Partner in Grime or a Green Beret:  

A Partner in Grime helps with clean-up events, or you can 
help to organize your block to team up and keep the streets 
clean for all of us to enjoy. If you are interested in volun-
teering to be a Partner in Grime, please contact Stein Berre: 
steinerikberre@me.com.
A Green Beret helps to sustain plantings in our neighbor-
hood. This year, we plan to hold events to clean and main-
tain planter boxes and to lend a hand to neighbors who 
would like to add new plantings to our streetscape. If you 
are interested in volunteering on greening projects, please 
contact Tom Horan at horan.tc@gmail.com.

Deed-Restriction Process Is Reformed  
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer’s bill, cospon-
sored by Margaret Chin, reforms the process by which deed 
restrictions are changed. This bill passed the City Council 
on December 6, 2016.
The legislation calls for more public notice and input about 
deed restrictions and for a public database of all such deed 
limitations to be created by the Department for Citywide 
Administrative Services. The goal is to prevent another Riv-
ington House debacle by bringing sunlight and account-
ability to this process. Rivington House on the Lower East 
Side was an AIDS hospice with a deed restriction that got 
converted to a site for luxury condos.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:steinerikberre%40me.com?subject=
mailto:horan.tc%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.mhmg.net
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421a Tax Abatement Update
We have been hearing from communities and government 
officials about the affordable housing crisis in New York 
City. The insufficiency of affordable housing has happened 
because the City’s population has grown while existing af-
fordable housing has been lost to re-development and to 
rising rents. The most dire consequence of the loss of afford-
able housing is the increase in homelessness. 
The City has several tools at its disposal to address the issue 
of affordable housing. The effects from last year’s Mandatory 
Inclusionary Housing law can already be seen, as some of the 
new developments in Murray Hill have already conducted 
lotteries for affordable units. The City has also instituted the 
Senior Citizen and the Disability Rent Increase Exemption 
programs to freeze rents for senior citizens and disabled in-
dividuals, while providing exemptions and tax abatements for 
their landlords. Another tool is tax breaks for developers, such 
as the 421a tax abatement, to provide incentives for develop-
ers to include affordable housing in their new developments.
However, the 421a tax abatement program expired in 2015. 
Governor Cuomo has worked to improve the bill, and a new 
version of the bill was included in his executive budget for 
2017-2018. He negotiated with real estate developers and 
with building trades unions to require a higher wage for the 
workers who build new housing. The wage levels are from 
$40-$60 per hour, depending on the building’s location, 
and this would apply to buildings with 300 rental units or 
more. In addition, 20-30% of the building would be set aside 
as affordable housing, and this provision would last for 40 
years. However, if a unit’s rent passes the $2,700 threshold, 
it would qualify for market rate rents and would be dropped 
from the affordable housing rolls. Landlords would have 
latitude about which levels of affordability to provide, and 
it is questionable whether they would provide apartments 
with low enough rents for people with low incomes. Mayor 
De Blasio is in favor of the 421a tax abatement, but questions 
whether it will be too costly for the City.
Critics of the 421a tax abatement program, including hous-
ing advocates and State Senator Liz Krueger, say that it was 
poorly enforced and that there are more effective and cost 

Greater East Midtown Planning Proposal 
Enters Public Review Process 

On January 3, 2017, the New York City Planning Commis-
sion began the public review process for the Greater East 
Midtown planning proposal. This marks the beginning of 
the city’s Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) for 
the project. Parts of the proposed rezoning area are in the 
northern part of Murray Hill.
The Greater East Midtown planning proposal is intended 
to encourage new state-of-the-art office space in Midtown 
East, facilitate transit upgrades to six midtown subway sta-
tions, provide an improved pedestrian experience and sup-
port historic preservation.
The proposal covers the area roughly between the east side 
of Third Avenue and the west side of Madison Avenue, from 
East 39th Street to East 57th Street. City Planning Chairman 
Carl Weisbrod said, “The Greater East Midtown area is the 
city’s premier business district. It generates approximately 
10 percent of the city’s entire real estate taxes, so it is essen-
tial that it continues to maintain its status as a world class 
economic magnet.”
The Greater East Midtown proposal would establish a Spe-
cial Subdistrict in which greater density would be permit-
ted, with the densest developments appropriately located 
near transit and along wide streets. Although the existing 
zoning districts would remain largely unchanged, property 
owners may build taller buildings if they contribute to: 

• Key transit improvements at specified subway lines, in-
cluding Grand Central (4,5,6,7,S and others)

• Historic preservation, through the ability of landmarked 
buildings to sell their air rights to any buildings in the 
entire Special Subdistrict

• A Public Realm Improvement Fund
Under certain conditions, 
buildings that are cur-
rently “overbuilt” (have 
higher density than cur-
rent zoning allows) can be 
rebuilt to the same den-
sity if a developer wants 
to put up a new building 
or renovate the overbuilt 
building. Public realm 
improvements, called the 
“Concept Plan,” include pedestrian plazas, shared streets 
and sidewalk and crosswalk improvements intended to en-
hance pedestrian safety.
The Landmarks Preservation Commission granted land-
mark status to 12 iconic historic buildings in Greater East 
Midtown. The properties were identified through the LPC’s 
Greater East Midtown Initiative and their protection is part 

of the NYC Administration’s multi-agency effort to plan for 
the future of one of New York City’s most dynamic neigh-
borhoods.
Public Meetings were scheduled for March 1, and Man-
hattan Community Boards 5 and 6 were required to sub-
mit their comments by March 13, after which it goes to the 
Borough President and the Manhattan Borough Board, the 
City Planning Commission and the City Council. The DCP 
website provides additional details on the zoning proposal 
and the ULURP time table. DCP Contact: Rachaele Raynoff  
212-720-3471. DCP Press Release.

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2016/pr16-081.shtml
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/designations/greater-east-midtown.page
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/greater-east-midtown/greater-east-midtown.page
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/greater-east-midtown/greater-east-midtown.page
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/planning/about/press-releases/pr-20170103.page


www.murrayhillnyc.org Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Spring 2017 19

efficient ways to achieve affordable housing. In Murray Hill 
there was a luxury apartment building cited for taking the 
tax break but not providing any affordable housing units. 
It is estimated that the lost tax revenue to the City from the 
421a program will be $2.4 billion. This money might be bet-
ter spent expanding rent subsidies, working with nonprofit 
developers, and investing in more cost-effective housing de-
velopment and preservation programs.
Legislative leaders in Albany have until April to negotiate 
the budget and the policy issues that are included in the 
budget. Many of them would like the 421a tax abatement 

program to be removed from the State’s budget, so that it 
can be discussed separately as a policy issue. We will keep 
you updated.

If you would like to express your comments or concerns 
about the 421a tax abatement proposal, contact Governor 
Cuomo and your State Legislators.
References:
Nyslant.com, Inside the Debates Over the Effectiveness and Future of 421-A, 
by Tom Waters and Howard Husock, January 4, 2017. http://nyslant.com/
article/opinion/the-argument-for-and-against-421-a.html

State Senator Liz Krueger’s December 2016 Community Bulletin.

Member Discount Program Changes
NEW
1 on 1 Fitness and Wellness, In-Home Personal Training, one-time of-
fer for new clients: buy a 30-pack for the price of a 20-pack. Contact 
Joey at email: 1on1fitnessandwellness@gmail.com, telephone: 347-816-
5207.

Beyond Body Mind Spirit Yoga, 10 Park Avenue (at 34th Street), 212-
889-4986, 20% Off their 30-Day Mindfulness Package. Contact Mi-
chele Risa at: MRisa@BeyondBodyMindSpirit.com.

Eneslow Shoes, The Foot Comfort Center, 470 Park Avenue South (at 
32nd Street), 1-800-ENESLOW (363-7569), 10% discount.

Infinity Hair Salon, 716 2nd Avenue (between 38th & 39th Street), 
Telephone: 646-678-5807, 10% off any service.

The Lumber Boys, 699 Second Ave, 212-683-0410, 10% discount.

Magnifique Hair Salon, 533 Third Avenue, 212-686-3600. 15% dis-
count.

Making You Smile Cosmetic Dental Studio, Dr. Ziad Jalbout, DDS 
FICOI DICOI, 36 East 36th Street, Suite 1D. $1,000 off Invisalign or 
Dental Implant treatment (cannot be combined with other offers, 
discounts or discounted insurance fees). Comprehensive exam, full 
mouth x-rays, dental cleaning and custom professional strength home 
whitening system for $175. Call for a consultation: 646-484-0197.

Studio360 Cycling & Yoga, 557 3rd Avenue, 2nd Floor (enter on 37th 
Street), 212-MyNy360 (212-696-9360), First time clients get 2 classes 
for $20 (regularly $60) and 25% off first month membership.

Travelers Benefit Plus, 631-242-4745 or email erin@bartowinsurance.
com. Receive a free insurance quote and up to a 10% reduction in pre-
miums by providing your MHNA membership number. Valid for all 
of your personal insurance needs: Auto, Homeowners, condo, co-op 
renters, personal articles, Flood, Identity theft Protection, Umbrella, 
Boats and yachts.

WindowsWear offers Fashion Window Walking Tours, a 2-hour in-
sight into how the most creative retailers design their iconic window 
displays while learning more about the world’s luxury fashion brands. 
MHNA members get 50% off. Use promotional code “MHNA” at 
http://www.windowswear.com/tours.

CHANGED
Bon Bon Salon, 571 3rd Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street), 212-286-
2266, 10% discount. 

Barbès Restaurant, 19-21 East 36th Street (between Madison and Fifth 
Avenues), 212-684-0215, 10% discount; excludes taxes and gratuities; 
delivery and take-out not included.

Bravest on 38th, 700 Second Avenue, 212-683-3766, Free Bloody Mary 

at Brunch on Saturday & Sunday.

Décor Art Gallery II, 551 Third Avenue (between 36th and 37th 
Streets), 212-725-6787, 10% discount.

Evergreen on 38, 10 East 38th Street, 212-448-1199, 10% discount on 
dinner orders only, including take-out.

Galleria on Third, 529 Third Avenue, 212-683-2886, 20% discount 
with cash only.

Gemini Diner, 641 Second Avenue, 212-532-2143, 10% discount on 1) 
lunch with $15 minimum puchase or 2) dinner with $20 minimum 
purchase, applies to cash purchases only.

Imperial Garden Chinese Restaurant, 536 Third Avenue, 212-779-
2828, 15% discount; take-out and deliveries included, discount not ac-
cepted for online orders, $15 minimum on Credit Card.

Jewels of Madison, 244 Madison Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street),  
212-962-1408, 15% discount, excluding sales items and tax.

Libretto’s Pizzeria, 546 Third Avenue (at 36th St), 212-213-6445, 10% 
discount.

Nanoosh, 173 Madison Avenue, 212-447-4345, 10% discount for stu-
dents.

Notaro, 635 Second Avenue (between 34th and 35th Streets), 212-686-
3400, 15% discount with cash; prix-fixe meals and deliveries included.

Park Cleaners, 531 Third Avenue, 212-532-8578, 10% discount on $20 
minimum order; excludes tailoring and laundry, cash only.

Progressive Dentistry, Dr. Alex Rabichev, DDS, Dr. Anna Rabichev, 
DDS, 50 Park Avenue, 212-725-1111, 15% discount.

Tournesol Wellness, 26 East 36th Street, 646-395-1114, info@tourne-
solwellness.com, 50% off their first Vibroacoustic Sound Therapy ses-
sion and a complimentary Integrative Primary Care Consultation.

NO LONGER PARTICIPATING
Aki Sushi
Butterfield’s
Empire State Hands-On Physical Therapy
J. Lucas Custom Clothiers
Karen Levinson
Madison Wellness Center
Monhair
New York Life Insurance
O’Casey’s
Smart Workout
The Townhouse
Zengo
Zounds

Full list of businesses participating in the Discount Program.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://nyslant.com/article/opinion/the-argument-for-and-against-421-a.html
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let us know by calling the number below. Your $200 sponsor-
ship will be acknowledged in MHNA’s social media outlets 
on Facebook  and on our website, MurrayHillNYC.org, as 
well as being highlighted in a follow-up article in the MHNA 
Newsletter to be published and distributed after the Fair.
The Murray Hill Street Festival is a really wonderful oppor-
tunity to get out and listen to music, meet new people, enjoy 
your neighborhood, eat a doughnut, dance, catch up with 
neighbors, learn a bit of local history, browse for antiques, 
win a prize, learn more about The Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association…and who knows what else! 
Please join us on Saturday, June 3rd!!
You can volunteer to help us at the Fair by calling: 212-886-
5867 or email Tom Horan at horan.tc@gmail.com.
We welcome all volunteers!!! 

Murray Hill Street Fair continued from page 3

Association or wishing to become a member. The Commit-
tee is working hard to build a database of email contacts for 
our members, so be sure to stop by and update your contact 
information with them. Also, please bring a non-member 
friend to the Festival and stop by Membership to chat and 
sign them up before you adjourn to...
....THE BAKE TABLE!
This is one of the most popular attractions of the Festival. 
The very best volunteer bakers in Murray Hill will be work-

ing around the clock to bring 
the freshest and most deli-
cious baked goods to the 
Fair. Come by and enjoy a 
delicious pastry and cup of 
hot coffee or tea. I can assure 
you that it is well worth the 
visit. We can always use help 
at this table as well as dona-
tions of baked goods. If you 

would like to volunteer or donate, please contact Paula at: 
212-532-3292 or email phgilliam@aol.com.
Feeling lucky? Stop by and take a chance at the 50/50 draw-
ing. Buy a ticket and you can win half the pot! The other half 
goes to the MHNA to continue its important work in the 
neighborhood.
The Association is supported by many of our local mer-
chants who donate merchandise and services, which we 
award to the highest bidder at our Silent Auction. In past 
years we have auctioned off ocean cruises, dance lessons, 
Mets baseball tickets, pub crawls, cooking classes, overnight 
stays in Murray Hill hotels, and many, many other items. 
Come to the table and see what is being offered at this year’s 
auction. Make a bid! Who knows? You just might win! 
If you have a service or product in mind that you might like 
to donate to the Silent Auction, please call or email as noted 
below. It’s a great way to get the name of your business out to 
hundreds of people.
This year, we are actively seeking sponsors for the Fair. If you 
or your business is interested in becoming a sponsor, please 

Proposed Changes to Street Fair Rules Are 
Withdrawn
In the Spring 2017 issue of Murray Hill Life, we described 
the changes to street fair rules proposed by the Mayor’s Of-
fice. While it is true that street fairs can be improved, we 
also noted that these new rules could put our Street Festival 
out of business, and would therefore hurt The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association. The MHNA testified against the 
rules in the October public hearing.
Subsequently, Mayor de Blasio withdrew the proposed 
changes to street festival regulations. In November 2016, 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer issued the fol-
lowing statement: 
“Governing requires patience and a willingness to get things 
right, even if it takes a little longer. That’s what the mayor is 
displaying here.
“The mayor’s proposal contained real positives, but it also 
contained real flaws and suffered from a one-size-fits-all ap-
proach. I’m confident that by working with residents, Com-
munity Boards, and neighborhood business associations, 
the mayor can craft a plan that achieves our shared goal of 
higher-quality street festivals that enhance communities 
without overburdening them.”
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