
The Landmarks 
Law came 
about after the 
demolition of 
the old Penn 
Station and 
other architec-
turally signifi-
cant buildings 
in the 1960s. It is meant to protect historic landmarks and 
neighborhoods from hasty decisions to destroy or funda-
mentally alter their character. The law established a New 
York City Landmarks Preservation Commission to:

This year marks the 50th Anniversary of the NYC Land-
marks Law, which was signed by Mayor Robert Wagner on 
April 19, 1965. The NYC Landmarks50 Alliance was formed 
to celebrate this anniversary with programs and events 
throughout the city. MHNA, a member of the Alliance, will 
participate with monthly walking tours, and has themed the 
Street Festival “Celebrating Historic Murray Hill”. See the 

articles in this newsletter about these 
events, and check the website for oth-

er events at www.murrayhillnyc.org. 
Also see the NYC Landmarks50 Al-
liance website http://www.nycland-
marks50.org for events all around 

NYC celebrating this anniversary.

…to continue to make Murray Hill  
a highly desirable place  
to live, work and visit.
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Spring

Join Us On Saturday, June 6, 2015 , Celebrate Historic Murray Hill
by Tom Horan,VP, MHNA, Chair, Murray Hill Street Fair

We have recently begun preparations for our annual Street 
Fair!
This year, the New York City Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission (LPC) celebrates their 50th anniversary of service 
to New York. The LPC is the largest municipal preservation 
agency in the nation. It is responsible for protecting New 
York City’s architecturally, historically, and culturally signif-
icant buildings and sites by granting them 
landmark or historic district status, and 
regulating them once they’re designated. 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
(MHNA), representing a rich and diverse 
community, continues to work closely with 
LPC and congratulates the Commission on 
its remarkable achievement of this 50th an-
niversary!
The MHNA is also a member of the NYC 
Landmarks50 Alliance, the multi-year cel-
ebration of the 50th anniversary of New York City’s Land-
marks Law. The theme of this year’s street fair, “Celebrate 
Historic Murray Hill,” marks this anniversary with several 
events. You will be able to meet famous Murray Hill char-
acters, from early Murray Hill, portrayed by ‘The Snarks” a 
local theatrical group. There will be three walking tours of 

historic Murray Hill on the day of the festival. Prints and 
notecards depicting Murray Hill landmark buildings and 
the historic map of Murray Hill with artwork by Dean Av-
ery, and Minor Bishop’s sketchbooks of historic Murray Hill 
buildings will be available for sale.
As in past years, the Fair will be held on the West side of Park 
Avenue between 34th and 40th Streets. The Fair will open at 

11:00 AM and close at 6:00 PM. Live bands 
and singers will begin at 12:00 and continue 
until the Fair closes. Pull up a chair and rest 
a bit while enjoying the entertainment.
Along with other attractions at the Fair, 
you will have the opportunity to visit with 
members of the various committees of the 
MHNA. You’ll meet the folks who volunteer 
on the Preservation and Design Committee. 
These are the fine people who work with the 
LPC and other city agencies in a continuing 

effort to enhance and protect the character of Murray Hill. 
The P&D Committee will be offering several guided walk-
ing tours of Historic Murray Hill throughout the day. Stop 
by and sign up for one of the tours. You’ll be glad you did!

Continued on page 20

Continued on page 8

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Landmarks Law
The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association is a member of the 
NYC Landmarks50 Alliance, the 
multi-year celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of New York City’s 
Landmarks Law.

Website URL: http://www.nyclan-
dmarks50.org
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President’s Corner
By Diane Bartow, President, MHNA

I think we can all agree this has been a rough winter, but now it is time to 
celebrate, as spring is here! I cannot wait to see the tulips and trees on Park 
Avenue in full bloom. 
So celebrate we will- this year’s street festival theme is Historic Murray Hill 
and the 50th anniversary of the landmark law. We have some enjoyable sur-
prises for the neighborhood. Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 6, 2015. 
Don’t miss it. I look forward to seeing you all there. If you would like to vol-
unteer to work a table or bake a cake please leave a message at 212-886-5867 
or through our website, www.murrayhillnyc.org. 
The major issues we are now addressing are:
- East side rezoning - Construction on 34th Street 
- Expansion of the historic district - Website upgrade
- Redesigning the greening program - Membership
- Traffic, transportation and noise issues - Keeping Murray Hill clean
The trustees have been very busy working on these issues. All of the issues 
have a major impact on the neighborhood and we are trying to resolve as 
many as we possibly can. We are also trying very hard to keep you, our mem-
bers, informed via e-mail blasts and updates. If any of these issues are impor-
tant to you, please volunteer for a committee and get involved. 
It is also that time of the year when we are looking for new trustees to serve 
on the board for the 2015-2016 term. If you are interested in becoming a 
trustee, please give us your information, a short bio and what you would 
like to achieve and the best way to contact you. That can be mailed to us at 
MHNA, Post office Box 1897, Murray Hill Station, New York, NY 10156-1897 
or submitted through www.murrayhillnyc.org. A trustee must be able to at-
tend meetings, chair or co-chair a committee and be actively involved in the 
street festival. 
I sincerely wish everyone a happy spring and look forward to seeing you at 
the Historic Murray Hill festival. 
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association                    Fred Arcaro, President

Construction has accelerated at JDS’s two-building project located at 625 
First Avenue, as cranes for each building have been erected and construc-
tion of the first building, which will be 47-stories, has passed the third floor. 
Excavation for the garage space that will be underneath the 41-story second 
building is ongoing. 

Meanwhile, construction is continuing at the Waterside Pier (the old Con 
Edison pier between 38th and 41st Streets) which is undergoing a complete 
structural renovation with new supports that will accommodate a newly 
constructed pier with new waterfront amenities. The new pier will also have 
a bike path that will connect the future north and south directional bike 
paths. Construction of the new pier will be completed at the end of 2015.

The MTA Bridge and Tunnel Authority presented its plans for the Queens 
Midtown Tunnel repair, restoration, and rehabilitation project to Commu-
nity Board 6’s Transportation Committee at its February meeting. The Mid-
town Tunnel sustained corrosive salt water damage to major tunnel elements 
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and critical systems during super storm Sandy in 2012, which 
made major repairs and mitigation measures necessary to 
withstand future storms. The north and south tunnels have 
two tubes each, and only one tube is to be closed for repairs 
at any given time. The project’s tentative construction sched-
ule is as follows:
1. First two years (June 2015 to June 2017) of construction, 

estimated to start midyear 2015, would be for major re-
pairs of the Manhattan-bound tunnel (two north tubes, 
each having two lanes of traffic). 
a. MTA will close both tubes during this two-year period 

during nighttime only. The tunnel will be open during 
the daytime.

b. To maintain two Manhattan-bound traffic lanes, one 
of the two Queens-bound tubes (south tubes) would 
have Manhattan-bound traffic using the same set-up 
for normal weekday morning rush hours. (Mon. to 
Thurs: 10:30 pm to 5:30 am, Fri.: 11 pm to 5:30 am and 
selective weekends as needed, Fri. to Mon.: 10:30 pm 
on Fri. to 5:30 am on Mon.).

c. NYPD Traffic Enforcement Agents will be deployed at 
tunnel entrances and exits to direct traffic as needed. In 
addition, required signage to divert traffic will be posted.

2. The second two years (June 2017 to June 2019) of con-
struction will be repairing the Queens-bound tunnel (two 
south tubes) at nighttime only. Tunnel will be open dur-
ing the daytime.
a. To maintain two Queens-bound traffic lanes, one of 

the two Manhattan-bound tubes (north tubes) would 
have Queens-bound traffic using the same schedule 
stated above.

b. Queens-bound traffic will be detoured onto 2nd Ave. 
and E. 34th or E. 35th Street to the north tube entrance 
instead of normally using the entrance at 2nd Ave. and 
36th Street.

c. Tunnel streets 34th and 36th Streets just east of 2nd 
Ave. will be closed during this time. The closure would 
only occur during night hours as follows: Mon. to 
Thurs: 10:30 pm to 5:30 am, Fri.: 11 pm to 5:30 am and 
selected weekends as needed, Fri. to Mon.: 10:30 pm on 
Fri. and 5:30 am on Mon.

d. During this time, as part of the tunnel’s exit plaza 
work, 37th Street between Second Avenue and the 
Midtown Tunnel exit, will be converted from one-way 
west bound traffic to two-way. The added eastbound 
traffic lane would facilitate tunnel exit traffic onto Sec-
ond Avenue. There might be a short street closure for 
traffic conversion. After completing the tunnel project, 
37th Street traffic is expected to return to one-way traf-
fic west-bound. The closure of 37th Street would only 
occur during night hours as follows: Mon. to Thurs: 
10:30 pm to 5:30 am, Fri.: 11 pm to 5:30 am and selected 
weekends as needed, Fri. to Mon.: 10:30 pm on Fri. to 

Why are you men just hanging around on a Monday evening...

...when you could be singing a-cappella harmony! 
Right here in your Murray Hill neighborhood!

We’re looking for men to share our joy of singing!
Stop by and visit us!      Listen to us!      Join us!

We rehearse (most) Mondays at 7pm at Norman Thomas HS
111 E. 33 St. (at Park Ave., NE corner), 2nd Fl. Theater.

For more info, call Dan at (718) 344-2530
or email info@bigapplechorus.org

Visit www.bigapplechrous.org

INTERMEDIATE BRIDGE PLAYERS
WANTED FOR MONDAY EVENING 

MURRAY HILL HOME GAME. 
FOR INFORMATION CALL  

PAULA GILLIAM 212-532-3292.

♠ ♥

♣ ♦

5:30 am on Mon.
e. 35th Street between the tunnel exit and 2nd Avenue 

will be one-way eastbound. This traffic pattern will last 
till the end of the tunnel project; afterwards, the traf-
fic will return to two-way traffic. The one-way west-
bound traffic would only occur during night hours as 
follows:  Mon. to Thurs: 10:30 pm to 5:30 am, Fri.: 11 pm 
to 5:30 am and selected weekends as needed, Fri. to 
Mon.: 10:30 pm on Fri. to 5:30 am on Mon.

f. Additional detour, electronic messages signs and traf-
fic enforcement agents will be deployed as needed.

3. Means of notifying the community of the construction 
schedule will be set up by the MTA’s Director of Commu-
nity Affairs Operations.



4 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association info@murrayhillnyc.org   212-886-5867

Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level I have 
indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional
o $100 Patron  o $250 Guardian o $500 Benefactor

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _______________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Second Name (couples) _________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Company ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________ Apt  _______

City _______________________State _____ Zip _____________

Home Phone __________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ______________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



New Members
Samuel Atkinson
Stein Berre & Britton Smith
Lisa Bianca
Dolores Dembus Bittleman
Robin Codner
Gerard Dellova
Elyse Dubin
David Gallagher
Dr. George Gusset & 
      Mrs. Holly Gusset
Doreen Joslow
Adrienne Matt
Cynthia Martinez
Christine Pajor
Al Pierre
Carol Shine

Laura A. Springer
Deborah Straubinger
Stacey Trzcinski
Patricia Vitanza
Cyrus von Hochstetter
Caryn Williams

New Business Members
Beauty Health NY
Big Apple Chorus
Galleria on Third
Jeffrey Barlow
Knockout Renovation
Lexington Plastic Surgeons
Tournesol Wellness
Zounds Hearing
as of 3/23/2015

In Memoriam – Marvin Berman
On February 25, Marvin Berman passed away at age 86 after 
several years of declining health. Marvin is survived by his 
life partner of thirty years, Joyce A. Mendelsohn. Joyce was 
a long-time Trustee of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Asso-
ciation, and was Chair of the Landmarks Committee when 
Murray Hill achieved its Historic District Designation. Our 
sincere condolences to Joyce and their respective families.  
Memorial contributions can be made to www.VNSNY.org/
hospice.  

Join or Renew online.
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org, to join or renew your 
membership online. There, you can also keep up 
to date on events and other newsworthy items.

In Memoriam – Mary Jane McManus, 
Actress & MHNA Supporter
Mary Jane Broderick Mc-
Manus passed away Febru-
ary 11th after an adventur-
ous life of 94 years. She is 
remembered as an actress 
and showgirl who grew up in 
Culver City California on the 
back lots of Hollywood mov-
ies. She appeared in dozens 
of films in the 30’s and 40’s, 
including the Our Gang se-
ries, Tarzan, and Abbott and 
Costello movies. Mary Jane would regale with personal sto-
ries about Judy Garland and Cary Grant, like the time Cary 
Grant came to her rescue pulling her back into a boat she 
had slipped off near Catalina Island. She even gave tap danc-
ing lessons to Shirley Temple. 

In her mid twenties, Mary Jane moved 
to New York City where she worked 
directly with Elizabeth Arden, helping 
set up and manage Arden’s original 
salon. Her marriage to Tom McMa-
nus, President of MCA International 
took her all over the world, from Iran 
to Japan, Australia to South America. 
She loved to entertain at her home in 

the City, make people laugh, and sing old standards. 

Deeply religious, for many years Mary Jane attended Cath-
olic Mass daily. She raised money for charities and causes 
close to her heart, including the Murray Hill Committee’s 
annual block party. She was someone impossible to say 
“NO” to. 

Her last several years were spent in the Washington, D.C. 
area in assisted living close to dear friends. But she always 
talked about her fond memories of her Murray Hill neigh-
borhood and good friends. 



this period will largely determine its long term health and 
viability. The planting contractors take care of the tree for 
the first two critical years. Your “adopted” tree will rely on 
your care for survival after that.
We would like to acknowledge those Murray Hill residents 
who take part in this program, so please email me at: horan.
tc@gmail.com after you have completed the adoption so we 
can thank you!! 
We appreciate your time and effort in this campaign to keep 
Murray Hill green and beautiful! 
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by John Chadwick

Specializing in quality residential 
and commercial interior design.

By appointment
212-685-8900IN

TE
RI
O
RS

THE MEISTER & BOMZE TEAM
Murray Hill Real Estate Brokers

We are experts in Murray Hill: over $100M in sales in 
Manhattan. We are experts in Townhouses, Condos  

and Co-ops, 1031s & Investments.
We will work tirelessly for your needs and goals. Ranked 

in the Top 10% for gross sales in New York City.
We are seasoned brokers who have been in this business  

for over 25 years.

C: 917-450-3090
C: 917-355-2064

Email: emeister@elliman.com/ gbomze@elliman.com

TEAM:
Estelle Meister

Gail Bomze
Hannah Bomze
Paula Shapiro

MillionTreesNYC is a Parks Department-affiliated program 
which has undertaken the ambitious task of planting one 
million trees in New York City during the coming decade. 
Twenty-four trees were planted in 2014 in Murray Hill. 
They are off to a terrific start, but they need our help and 
are asking New Yorkers to adopt trees. Here is a link to the 
website from which 
the adopt-a-tree 
process begins:  
http://stewardship.
nycparks.org/add_
trees.php. You can 
look up a tree near 
your residence or 
place of business by 
visiting the Parks 
Department link 
above. 
For a newly planted 
tree, the first two 
years are critical. 
The level of care a 
tree receives during 

Adopt-A-Tree Program Needs Your Help                                      by Thomas Horan, Chair, Greening Committee

Murray Hill is Top U.S. Neighborhood 
for Millenials
After the real estate blog Redfin analyzed the residential 
profiles of 33,000 US zip codes, they reported that Murray 
Hill is the top neighborhood in the country for college edu-
cated millenials between 25 - 34 years of age. Characteristics 
include high proportions of science and tech industry work-
ers, high levels of education, and high rent. The report was 
cited in the American Planning Association magazine.



Each issue we will feature a few of Murray Hill’s landmarked buildings. We begin 
with the buildings that have had landmark status the longest: 
1966: The Pierpont Morgan Library (original building of the complex) - 29 East 

36th Street.
1967: Set back Federal House at 152 East 38th Street.
1975: De Lamar Mansion- Polish Consulate- 233 Madison Avenue (Madison 

Avenue & 37th Street).
1979: Church of the Incarnation- Madison Avenue & 35th Street.

152 East 38th Street
Built in 1857 for relatives of Martin Van Buren, the house 
front was remodeled in the 1930s. The unusual location of the 
three-story brick 
neo-Federal house, 
set back against 
the rear property 
line, prompted the 
design of the for-
ward garden wall 
and columned log-
gia that also serves 
as entrance to the 
west house at the 
street. The delicate 
details are in the 
elegant Regency 
manner.
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Spotlight on Murray Hill’s Landmarks

The Pierpont Morgan Library
29-33 East 36th Street
The Library was designed by McKim, Mead and White and 
erected in 1903-1906. The design is based on 16th century 
Roman prototypes, but with a residential scale appropriate 
to the neighborhood. The stones are perfectly fitted, elimi-
nating a full bed of mortar – a lasting means of construc-
tion and nearly a lost art today. The Library was designed to 
house J. P. Morgan’s famous collection of books and manu-
scripts.

This program is part of NYC 
Landmarks50 Alliance, the 
multi-year celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of New 
York City’s Landmarks Law.

320 Lexington Ave (btw 38th & 39th) 212-213-0042 www.blackshackburger.com

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents 

with care for 16 years
Paintings, Single Items, Entire 

Estates
Call 212.447.0572

for an appointment in my office
or in your home

Photo: Yves Def andre

Photo: Yves Def andre



Church of the Incarnation
205-207 Madison Avenue
T h i s  1 8 6 4 
Gothic Revival 
church, de-
signed by Em-
len T. Littel, is 
scaled to its 
original resi-
dential neigh-
borhood by 
being set back 
behind an 
iron fence on 
the 35th Street 
side. The 1864 
b r o w n s t o n e 
structure is 
distinguished 
by the high 
arched bays and arched entrance porch. The church interior 
features stained-glass windows by William Morris, Edward 
Burne-Jones, Louis Comfort Tiffany and John La Farge; the 
oak communion rail was carved by Daniel Chester French.
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De Lamar Mansion, 233 Madison Avenue
Now the Con-
sulate General 
of the Repub-
lic of Poland, 
this is perhaps 
the most opu-
lent mansion 
still standing 
in Murray 
Hill. It was 
designed by 
C.P. H. Gil-
bert in the 
heavy, gran-
diose, French 
Empire style.  
The baroque 
character of 
the style is expressed by the stately recessed entrance facade, 
the gracefully cured corners, the outward sweep of the third 
floor balcony and the elegant mansard roof emphasized by 
copper cresting. Built in 1902-1905 for Joseph De Lamar, a 
Dutch-born entrepreneur.

107 East 34th Street NYC
(Between Park and

Lexington Avenues)
(212) 689-1970

www.VillaBerulia.com
www.facebook.com/villaberulianyc

Serving fine Italian Cuisine Since 1981
welcome home...

Villa       Berulia

Celebrating 34 Years on 34th Street

Photo: Yves Def andre

Photo: Yves Def andre
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Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Landmarks Law  continued from page 1

• Safeguard the city’s historic, aesthetic, and cultural heri-
tage

• Help stabilize and improve property values in historic 
districts

• Encourage civic pride in the beauty and accomplish-
ments of the past

• Protect and enhance the city’s attractions for tourists
• Strengthen the city’s economy
• Inform the people of New York City about the value of 

landmarks for their education, pleasure, and welfare
The legal definition of a landmark stipulates that the build-
ing must be at least 30 years old, and have either historical or 
architectural merit, as determined by the Commission. The 
property owner may seek judicial review of the final desig-
nation decision. The owner of the designated landmark is 
legally required to maintain the building’s exterior “in good 
repair,” and to secure Commission approval before any exte-
rior alterations are made.
At the time of its creation, this legislation was supported by 
The Municipal Art Society, the American Institute of Archi-
tects, the Fine Arts Federation, the Architectural League and 
the American Scenic and Historic Preservation Society. It 

was opposed by real estate developers: the Real Estate Board 
of New York, the Commerce and Industry Association of 
New York, Downtown Lower Manhattan Association and 
the Avenue of Americas Association ardently opposed the 
bill.
The 1973 amendments to New York City’s Landmarks Law 
established interior landmarks, scenic landmarks, instituted 
continuous hearings and designation, and otherwise trans-
formed the workings of the Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission. 
The Landmarks Law was challenged by Penn Central in the 
case Penn Central Transportation Co. v. New York City, 438 
U.S. 104 (1978). Jackie Onassis defended Grand Central Ter-
minal. This was the first historic preservation case to go all 
the way to the Supreme Court. It established that the city 
acted within its land-use regulatory rights by using its land-
marks law to protect the property’s architectural integrity.  
The Metropolitan Transit Authority assumed responsibility 
for the building’s restoration.
Today, the Landmarks Preservation Commission is the 
largest municipal preservation agency in the nation. It is 
responsible for protecting New York City’s architecturally, 

 

 

A   B E T T E R   R E A L   E S T A T E   E X P E R I E N C E 

Certified Negotiation 
Expert 

Are you ready to be part of the change you 
want to see in the World? 

Together WE can make a difference! 

Real Estate & Business 
Social Enterprises Association 

501(c)6 Nonprofit Trade Association 

I have committed to donate 10% of my 
Net commission to nonprofit organizations 

 
Email: apunjabi@ccrny.com 
Cell: 917.972.6009          Work: 212.994.3247 

The BEST show-book representation of your apartment 
Professional High Resolution Photographs 

Accurate Floor Plans 
International Exposure 

Proud Resident Of Murray Hill For Almost 20 Years 
Trustee of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
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historically, and culturally significant buildings and sites 
by granting them landmark or historic district status, and 
regulating them once they’re designated. The agency is com-
prised of a panel of 11 commissioners who are appointed 
by the Mayor and supported by a staff of approximately 67 
preservationists, researchers, architects, historians, attor-
neys, archaeologists and administrative employees.
There are more than 31,000 landmark properties in New 
York City, most of which are located in 111 historic districts 
and 20 historic district extensions in all five boroughs. The 
total number of protected sites also includes 1,338 individual 
landmarks, 117 interior landmarks and 10 scenic landmarks.
Sources:

• NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission: http://www.
nyc.gov/html/lpc/html/home/home.shtml 

• New York Preservation Archive Project: http://www.ny-
pap.org/content/new-york-city-landmarks-law 

• NYC Landmarks50 Alliance, the multi-year celebration 
of the 50th anniversary of the New York City Landmarks 
Law: http://www.nyclandmarks50.org 

• The full text of the Landmarks Law is available through 
the Charter, Administrative Code, and Rules of the City 
of New York. To read the law, click http://public.leginfo.
state.ny.us/lawssrch.cgi?NVLWO: and then click the link 

(Left to right) Irma Worrell-Fisher (Trustee), Jackie Onassis, Steve 
Weingrad (MHNA President in 1978) 

Many of our Murray Hill neighbors were active in the 
cause to preserve Grand Central as a landmark. They 
joined with 400 others to ride the “Landmark Express” 
to Washington, DC on April 16, 1978, where they showed 
their support before the Supreme Court.

ADC at the bottom of the page, click Title 25, Chapter 3.
• Public Television (WLIW and WNET) Treasures of New 

York, “The Landmarks Preservation Movement”
• Online streaming: http://www.thirteen.org/programs/

treasures-of-new-york/
• http://watch.wliw.org/video/2365416162/
• Dexigner: http://www.dexigner.com/news/27855

Serving Murray Hill 
since 1959

• Traditional and Contemporary Mexican Cooking
• 3 Course Prix Fixe Lunch $22
• Tasting Hour 3 pm to 7 pm
• Separate Room for Parties and Banquets
• Michelin Bib Gourmand

325 East 34th Street
212-679-6812

www.elparadorcafe.com

BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com
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Ayn Rand (1905-1982), well known for her Objectivist phi-
losophy and her books, including The Fountainhead and At-
las Shrugged, was a long-time resident of Murray Hill.

Harry Binswanger, philosopher, writer, and teacher, was one 
of Ayn Rand’s closet friends in her final years, and describes 
her as a “once in a millennium genius.” He has shared in-
formation about the time she spent in Murray Hill. He, too, 
lived in Murray Hill—at the Murray Hill Mews, from 1991 to 

2014. The following paragraphs 
are from Harry Binswanger:

Ayn Rand was the most alive 
person I have ever known. 
Electrifying. You knew you 
were in the presence of some-
thing extraordinary when you 
were around her. And what 
most people don’t know is that 

she was also sweet and playful. 
She once described New York City as ‘the center of the cen-
ter of the universe.’ And Murray Hill is a delightful residen-
tial neighborhood nestled into the center of New York City. 

Famous Murray Hill Resident: Philosopher & Writer Ayn Rand                       by Nancy Sheran

From November 1935 to March 1937, Ayn Rand lived at The 
Murray on Park Avenue. During that period, her play “Night 
of January 16th” opened on Broadway (September 16, 1935), 
and she made her first notes for The 
Fountainhead. Her first novel, We 
the Living, though written while she 
was in Hollywood, was published 
in England while she lived at The 
Murray.

In October of 1941, she moved into 
The Bromley, 139 East 35th Street, 
on the corner of 35th and Lexington. 
It was then a new building, and 
she lived in an apartment on the 
first floor.* It was there that she 
completed The Fountainhead, submitting the manuscript 
on December 31, 1942. In November of 1943, she left for 
Los Angeles, where she wrote the screenplay for the 1949 
film, “The Fountainhead.” On one of the drives back from 
the west coast with her husband, they sang “It’s a long, long 
way to 34th Street”, based on the tune “It’s a Long Way to 
Tipperary”.
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Sculpture by Lee Lawrie

A proud 20 year resident of Historic Murray Hill, Barbara Sagan 
is a seasoned real estate professional specializing in co-op, 

condo, townhouse and investment properties. 

Barbara M. Sagan
Licensed Associate RE Broker
(o) 212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com
Trustee and Treasurer of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Preservation and Design Committee Member

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 660 Madison Ave, NY, NY 10065.

With over 25 years in the industry, Barbara offers experience, 
exceptional service and an intimate understanding of Murray Hill.
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Museum Quality Framing
www.galleriaonthird.com

529 Third Avenue (35th-36th) 
New York, New York 10016 
Tel: 212 683 2886   Fax: 212 683 4280   galleria3rd@aol.com

25% discount for residents of Murray Hill

Follow us... 




She returned to NYC and Murray Hill in October of 1951. 
She was at 36 East 36th, across from the Morgan Library, 
apartment 5B. It was there that she wrote the second half of 
Atlas Shrugged. And there she wrote for the New Intellec-
tual and the essays that were anthologized in The Virtue of 
Selfishness, plus most of the essays anthologized in Capital-
ism: The Unknown Ideal. She edited, published, and wrote 
for The Objectivist Newsletter, while there, until 1965.

In summer or early fall of 1965 she moved to her final resi-
dence (she died there, March 6, 1982): 120 East 34th Street, 
Apt. 6G. It was there that she wrote her book on the theory 
of knowledge, Introduction to Objectivist Epistemology. 
Also there, she wrote most of the essays for her anthology on 
art, The Romantic Manifesto, and her anthology on general 
philosophy, Philosophy: Who Needs It.

In summary, she wrote The Fountainhead mainly in Mur-
ray Hill; she wrote the second half of Atlas Shrugged there. 
She did all of her (pretty voluminous) nonfiction writing on 
philosophy at either 36 E. 36th or 120 E. 34th Street. “Objec-
tivism” was created in Murray Hill. Also, at 36 East 36th she 
gave lectures on fiction writing in her apartment to aspiring 
fiction writers. The edited transcript of those tapes became, 
after her death, The Art of Fiction. And in her apartment 
at 120 East 34th Street, she gave a course to a small group 

of Objectivist writers, and that became The Art of Nonfic-
tion. The 12 or so friends and associates who facetiously 
styled themselves “the collective” met weekly with her in 
one of these two apartments. That group included Allan 
Greenspan, economist, who become Chairman of the Fed-
eral Reserve. Later, while Chairman of the Federal Reserve, 
Greenspan created policies which did not follow Objectiv-
ism’s free-market principles. 

*NOTE: Certificate of Occupancy for 139 East 35th Street 
from 1940: http://a810-cofo.nyc.gov/cofo/M/000/026000/
M000026562.PDF 
Related Website: Ayn Rand Institute: https://www.aynrand.
org 

PASTEUR PHARMACY
53 EAST 34TH ST. 806 LEXINGTON AVE.
NY, NY 10016 CORNER 62 / LEX.
TEL. 212-683-3838 NY, NY 10065
FAX. 212-684-0357 TEL. 212-838-2500
FAX. 212-679-3123 FAX. 212-888-3128

LEON TARASENKO, RPH
MAGGIE MAVROMATIS, RPH 212-683-0408
STEVEN SCHIMMEL, RPH Fax 212-689-6240

 PASTPHARM@AOL.COM
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contribute $2500. 
In addition to the buildings that contribute to the mainte-
nance of the malls, a generous group of civic-minded indi-
viduals and business underwrite the weekly cleaning of the 
malls at the rate of $500.00 per month.
We are beginning our Annual Appeal this week. We will be 
publishing a list of the buildings that support the loving care 
given to our malls as well as the individuals and businesses 
who underwrite the cleaning of the malls. If you don’t see 
your building among those that support the Patrons of Park 
Avenue, please urge your Boards of Directors to participate. 
The Park Avenue Malls are 
the centerpiece of Murray 
Hill and improve the value 
of our property as well as 
our quality of life. We look 
forward to everyone’s par-
ticipation. 
Please email John Chadwick, 
Chairman of Patrons of Park 
Avenue, at jchadwick@rcn.
com if you are interested in 
participating.
HAPPY SPRING TO ALL!!

Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the  
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area. 

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

 Internal Medicine Urology Podiatry Otolaryngology
 Cardiology Sports Medicine Lipidology Rheumatology
 Endocrinology Gastroenterology Gynecology Infectious Disease
 Physiatry Dermatology Ophthalmology Pain Management

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

Patrons of Park Avenue
Late this winter, as we gazed out on the snow-covered malls 
on Park Avenue, we realized it was only a matter of weeks 
until our beautiful red tulips will burst forth in all of their 
glory followed by the resplendent cherry blossoms and pink 
magnolias…..Murray Hill’s true harbinger of spring!!
We have a challenging year approaching for our malls. Not 
only will we be presenting our three seasonal plantings of 
tulips in the spring, begonias in the summer and chrysan-
themums in the fall followed by our seasonal greening for 
the holidays, we are also faced with the cost of replacing sev-
eral trees, repairing and painting the iron fencing around 
the malls and, in co-operation with the New York City’s 
Parks Department, begin replacing the English Ivy ground 
cover with a ground cover that is less attractive to the ro-
dents that plague our city.
None of this is for free! The Patrons of Park Avenue is a sub-
committee of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
that oversees all of the planting, care and maintenance of 
our beloved malls. Each year, we have asked that the build-
ings that line Park Avenue contribute $2000 per year to help 
to cover the cost of maintaining our malls. This year, because 
of the increased costs of planting and the additional projects 
that must be accomplished, we are asking each building to 
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(212) 843-4395
314 E. 30th Street

New York, NY 10016
www.zoundsnyc.com

Call Dr. Krasnick today
to schedule your FREE
hearing evaluation.

• 57 Patents of Advanced Technology
• World Leader in Noise Reduction
• Fully Rechargeable – No Batteries
• Free Service & Adjustments
• Manufacturer Direct Prices

Hear Better With

160 Locations Coast to Coast Including Boca Raton, FL
(561) 288-1610

25% Off
Imprezo 20

Aids for MHNA
Members*

* 25% discount off $6398 MSRP on purchase of pair of Imprezo 20 hearing aids.
Includes charging station, remote control, 3 year protection plan and CaptionCall telephone.

Owners Johnny and Maria Ivanac have lived in Murray Hill 
for over forty years. Their love for the area is what allowed 
them to open up Villa Berulia Ristorante in 
1981. They have seen many changes in the 
area throughout the years, but one fact that 
soundly remains is the “community” feel of 
Murray Hill. Even with all the gentrifica-
tion throughout the city, the local neigh-
borhood is still alive. The perseverance and 
pride of local residents and their support of 
Villa Berulia helps them tremendously and they would like 
to personally thank all of you!

Nestled in the heart of historic Murray Hill, Villa Berulia Ris-
torante has served generations of diners for thirty-four years. 
With the support of their beloved locals, out of town guests 
and tourists alike, they continue to showcase exceptional 
Dalmatian and Northern Italian cuisine. Specials differ every 
day as their chefs continue to research ancient recipes and 
fuse them with modern techniques and their own flair. 

The menu features many homemade pastas, wild game 
dishes, classics and Croatian delicacies, such as seafood Bu-
zara (traditional Dalmatian stew with sea bass, shrimp and 

clams) and Pasticada (traditional meat with gnocchi). Sea-
sonal items are also available throughout the year, such as 
soft shell crabs and lager-infused roast pork. A “must-try” 
is their renowned king-size veal chop. They have gluten-free 
and vegetarian options as well and also feature exclusive 
wines from Northern Italy and Croatia.
What are the secrets of their longevity? The answer is sim-
ple: great food and great service. As a family-owned busi-
ness, they pride themselves with caring for each and every 
diner. Their goal is to make everyone feel at home and to 
provide an elegant Mediterranean retreat in the middle of 
bustling New York City, so all can feel welcome to relax a 
little and enjoy. According to Zagat, Villa Berulia “remains a 
‘miracle on 34th Street’ for the many local regulars who en-
joy its ‘excellent’ food and ‘very courteous’ service by a staff 
that makes you feel you’re ‘visiting famiglia’. ”
If interested in hosting a party or business meeting, they fea-
ture a private dining area that seats 35 people along with free 
WiFi and A/V equipment and can always customize to one’s 
needs. 
Stop by and experience a true staple of Murray Hill.
Visit:  www.villaberulia.com 

Villa Berulia Ristorante: “34 years on 34th Street”

Johnny Ivanac



Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
Madison Avenue between 36th and 37th Streets

Piranesi and the Temples of Paestum: Drawings from Sir John 
Soane’s Museum:  Through May 17, 2015. In 1777 this great Italian 
draftsman and printmaker (1720-78) visited the archaeological 
site of Paestum, a Greek colony dating to circa 600 BC, on the 
Gulf of Salerno, about 60 miles south of Naples.This site had 
been abandoned and rediscovered in the 18th century. Piranesi 
produced a series of monumental drawings of the temples in 
preparation for a set of etchings. 
Embracing Modernism: Ten Years of Drawings Acquisitions: 
Through May 24, 2015.  This show celebrates the 10th anniversary 
of the Morgan’s decision to collect and exhibit modern drawings. 
Included are over 90 drawings created between 1900-2013 by 
Matisse, Mondrian, Pollock, Warhol and many more.
Lincoln Speaks: Words That Transformed a Nation: Through June 7, 
2015. This exhibit, which coincides with the 150th anniversary of the 
end of the Civil War, explores Lincoln as a writer and eloquent public 
speaker with photo portraits and books owned and used by Lincoln.
Hidden Likeness: Photographer Emmet Gowin and the Morgan:  May 
22-Sept. 20, 2015. This is the first solo New York museum exhibit 
of Gowin, both as an artist and a curator. About 50 works from 
the Morgan include drawings, books, and music manuscripts that 
alternate with photos by the artist from 1963 to the present.
William Caxton and the Birth of English Printing: May 29-Sept. 20, 
2015. Caxton capitalized on Gutenberg’s invention of the printing 
press by publishing key works of English literature, many of which 
he translated from French or Latin, thereby stabilizing the English 
language. Pierpont Morgan favored Caxton over Gutenberg as the 
founder of printing, acquiring a collection of his work, which is 
now the third largest collection of Caxton in the world.
Life Lines: Portrait Drawing from Dürer to Picasso: June 12-Sept. 8, 
2015. Featured in this exhibit are some of the Morgan’s greatest 
portrait drawings from a collection of works on paper spanning 
5 centuries. It explores the role of drawing in portraiture and 
examines the relationship between artist and sitter.
Alice: 150 Years of Wonderland:  June 26-Oct. 11, 2015. This exhibit 
explores the history of Wonderland and the enduring appeal of 
Lewis Carroll’s classic tale, “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.” 
For the first time in 30 years, the original manuscript will travel 
from the British Library in London to New York. Included in 
the exhibit are original drawings, letters, rare editions, vintage 
photographs and objects, many exhibited for the first time. 
Enjoy lunch or a light snack at the Morgan Café with or without 
tickets. For information about public programs – lectures, concerts, 
gallery talks, films, family and special events: Call 212-685-0008 
or visit the Morgan’s website at www.themorgan.org. Enjoy Friday 
evenings until 9 pm; 7-9 pm FREE ADMISSION.

The New York Public Library
42nd Street and Fifth Avenue
The Stephen A. Schwarzman Building
Plastic Age: IN/OUT: Through May 21, 2015. NOTE: This is a site-
specific exhibition from the Art and Picture Collection at the Mid-

Manhattan Library, 40th St. and Fifth Ave. It features photographs 
and a sculptural installation by artist and educator Barbara 
Madsen. Photographic banners of inanimate plastic objects 
appear in the windows of the Corner Room on 40th St. Vibrant 
color plays a central part in this show.

William Meyers: Outer Boroughs: Through June 20, 2015. Print & 
Stokes Galleries (3rd Fl.) 86 portraits of streets, buildings (both 
exteriors and interiors), candid shots of people and more taken 
between 1990-2009 pay tribute to NYC beyond Manhattan.

Over Here: WWI and the Fight for the American Mind: Through Aug. 
15, 2015. Wachenheim III Gallery, Main Floor. This exhibit marks 
the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of WWI. It focuses on the 
War on the American home front, showing how public relations, 
propaganda and mass media were used to shape and control public 
opinion. Items come from New York Public Library collections.

Public Eye: 175 Years of Sharing Photography: Through Jan.3, 
2016 This is the first retrospective survey of photography from 
the Library’s collections. It explores new ways of looking at 
photographs from the past. Free public tours of this exhibit: 12:30 
& 3:30 pm Mon.-Sat.; 3:30 pm Sun.

Jill Kapin Rose Gallery: Ongoing exhibit. Large wall panels 
with photos, texts, objects and videos showing the history, vast 
collections and services of the NYPL.

Books at Noon: Wed’s through May, 2015. Midday conversations 
with well-known authors under the arch in Astor Hall with 
audience Q&A and book signings.

LIVE FROM THE NYPL LECTURE SERIES
$25; $15 Seniors (60+) & Students with ID. www.nypl.org/live.

Wed. May 6, 7 pm: Diane von Furstenberg, award winning fashion 
celebrity with Rhonda Garelick, writer on fashion, literature and 
politics and visiting professor at CUNY Graduate Center. 

Wed. May 20, 7 pm: Matthew Weiner, creator, executive producer, 
writer and director of TV drama “Mad Men” and writer of 
numerous other award winning TV series like “The Sopranos”, as 
well as feature films. 

Tues. June 9, 7 pm: Conversation with Elizabeth Alexander, poet, 
essayist, playwright and teacher, who is celebrating the release of 
her memoir on love and loss, “The Light of the World,” and Hilton 
Als, staff writer at the New Yorker and theater critic.

FREE special events. Check details at http://www.nypl.org/events/
programs. Schwarzman Building, 42nd St: 

The NYPL Digitizes American Jewish Oral History Transcripts: 
Interviews with such famous people as Milton Berle, Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, Bella Abzug and many other Jewish notables. The Dorot 
Division holds the only complete compilation of transcripts and 
recordings from the American Jewish Committee’s Oral History 
Collection, a 25-year project that began in the 1960’s and contains 
2250 interviews. It is on the NYPL’s Digital Collections website: 
http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee. 

If you haven’t taken the free tour of the library’s history and 
architecture, it’s time to do so! For info on exhibits, lectures, and 
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Arts, Culture & Leisure
tours contact: www.nypl.org/schwarzman; 917-275-6975. Also 
check SIBL (5th Ave. & 34th St.) and Mid-Manhattan (5th Ave. & 
40th St.) for schedules of free lectures and computer classes.

CUNY Graduate Center
Fifth Avenue between 34th and 35th Streets

From Sept.-June the CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide range 
of programs open to the public, including concerts, lectures, readings, 
plays, panel discussions, screenings and art exhibitions with talented 
and prominent leaders in a wide variety of fields. Many events are 
free, but to receive advance information on programs, reserve seats 
and get discounted tickets for events, become a member for $50 a 
year. Most important, you’ll be supporting a wonderful cultural in-
stitution right in your neighborhood. See contact details below. Dur-
ing the summer activities take a vacation, but here are some sched-
uled events through May:

MARTIN E. SEGAL THEATRE CENTER
Innovative International Theatre Presentations. FREE. Features 
artists working in theatrical and other performance venues.

Penn World Voices: International Play Festival: 
Tues. May 11, 2 pm (Indonesia); 5 pm (Kenya); 7:30 pm (Argentina).
Mon. May 18, Richard Foreman, Filmmaker. All day screenings;  
6:30 pm conversation.

Rosenthal Institute’s Free University Lecture Series on the Holocaust:
Film:  Wed. May 13, 6:15 pm  FREE.  An Academy-Award winning 
documentary tracing the experiences of five Hungarian survivors 
of the Holocaust, produced by Steven Spielberg and the USC Shoah 
Foundation. Contact: www.gc.cuny.edu/centerforjewishstudies; 
212-817-1945.
Concert: Wed. May 27, 7-9 pm. New York Andalus Ensemble, 
spring concert for the resident ensemble at the Founda-tion of 
Iberian Music. Tickets: $13; students $10. Reservations: http://
newyorkandalusensemble.com; 212-817-1819.  Location: Elebash 
Recital Hall.

For more information: www.gc.cuny.edu/events. 212-817-8215. 
Become a member ($50) for ticket discounts and special events with 
receptions: www.gc.cuny.edu/membership.htm; 212-817-7130. 

Scandinavia House
Park Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets

EXHIBITS
Prize Prints: The Queen Sonja Print Award: Through August 1, 2015. 
This biennial prize was established to encourage young artists in 
the graphic arts. The present exhibit features recent works by the 
2012 and 2014 winners.  FREE. Third Floor Gallery. Tues.-Sat. 12-6 
pm; Wed. to 7 pm. Check Scandinavia House website (below) for 
exhibit related events.

CONCERTS
Keyboard Conversations with Jeffrey Siegel: Thurs. 8 pm; $25 ($20 
ASF Mem.). May 7 (final concert of the series). Three Great “B’s”: 
Bach, Beethoven and Brahms.

Music on Park Avenue with Swedish Pianist Per Tengstrand:  Thurs. 
May 14, 7 pm (final concert of the season). $25 ($20 ASF Mem.). 
Book talk with music: “Beethoven: Anguish and Triumph”, by 
award winning author and composer, Jan Swafford. Piano music 
by Beethoven, Haydn and Mozart. 

Summer music programs: Check Scandinavia House website for 
details. Extensive schedule planned.

A Celebration of Sámi Culture & Arts: Sámi Performing & Visual Arts 
Festival: Mon. May 11 & Tues. May 12, 6 pm. $15 ($10 ASF Mem.) 
each night; Festival Pass $20 ($15 ASF Mem.). Political and social 
issues expressed through theater, dance, storytelling, traditional 
joik, poetry and film from leading Sámi artists.

NEW NORDIC CINEMA:
Through May 15. Wed. 7 pm or Fri. 6:30 pm. $10 ($7 ASF Mem.). 
Check the Scandinavia House website for summer film series.

KIDS & FAMILIES
Sat. Morning Storytelling-Hans with the Christian Andersen Story-
tellers: Ages 5+; 11 am, May 9, final date for the season. FREE. 
For details contact www.scandinaviahouse.org or 212-779-3587. To 
receive on-going info, leave your email address on right: “Join the 
Scandinavia House e-list...” Visit Facebook page, stop by in person 
and become a member. Contact: www.amscan.org/membership 
or above phone no., ext. 715. Check out the fabulous gift shop and 
Smörgås Restaurant, open for brunch, lunch, dinner, snacks, coffee/
tea and combination deals with certain films, concerts and other 
events (212-847-9745). 

Doctors Orchestra Concert
Thurs. May 14, 7:30 pm. Norman Thomas High School, 33rd 
Street between Park & Lexington Ave’s. FREE, but donations are 
welcome. Scheduled program: Richard Strauss, Waltz from Der 
Rosenkavalier; Ferdinand David (German, 1810-1873), Concertino 
for Trombone, Op. 4; Johan Svendsen (Norwegian, 1840-1911), 
Symphony No. 1, Op. 4. For more details: www.doctorsorchestra.
org; doctorsorchestranyc@gmail.org.

Bryant Park
SPRING and SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
Check out events all year at www.bryantpark.org; 212-768-4242; 
Bryant Park’s Facebook, Twitter, blog, weekly newsletter, eblasts, 
brochures.
Le Carousel:  Daily all year. $3 a ride or $15 Frequent Rider Card for 
10 rides. Great for children’s parties.  
Ping Pong:  Free. Sign up with attendant to reserve time slot. Near 
42 St. & 6th Ave. Apr.-Sept. 11-7; Oct.-Nov. 11-6. Tournaments.
35 Game Tables:  May-Sept.: Mon. & Wed. 10 am-12 Noon. 
Dominoes, Scrabble, Cards, Boggle:  Tues & Thurs. 12-2 pm.  
Board games like Sorry and Clue:  Tues 6-8 pm.   
Scrabble:  Fri. 5-8 pm.  
Party games, good for large groups:  Sat. & Sun. 2-4 pm. 
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Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

Kids games like Candyland, Old Maid, Memory. Chess, backgammon, 
checkers:  FREE. May-Sept. 11-7; Oct. 11-6. Mon.-Sat.  Through 
Marshall Chess Foundation 212-477-3716. 
Mah Johng Clinic:  3-4:30 pm May 22, June 14 & 19, July 5 & 17, 
August 2, 14, 30.
Reading Room:  Daily April-Oct. 11-7. Held in NYPL if bad weather. 
Includes writers’ talks; book clubs; kids’ activities. 
Birding Tours:  42nd St. & 6th Ave.  May-Sept. Mon. 8-9 am;  Thurs. 
5-6 pm. 
Juggling:  42nd St. & Plaza. All year. Mon.-Fri. 12-1; also Tues. 5:30-
7:30 pm, at least through summer. 
Petanque:  French game of “boules” (balls). Mon.-Fri. 11-6 (weather 
permitting), through Oct. Players throw metal balls as close as 
possible to a smaller wooden ball, “cochonnet.” For info: Mr. 
Ernesto Santos, La Boule New Yorkaise. Email: info@labouleny.
com. Fitness Club: All year. 6:30 am.

Check for other ongoing activities. 

FREE MUSIC AND SIGNATURE EVENTS: 
Piano at lunch: Mon.-Fri., May-Sept. Top New York pianists. 
Broadway at lunch and other daytime and evening musical 
presentations TBA. 
HBO Film Festival: Mon. evenings about 9 pm, June-Aug. Largest 
outdoor classic film festival in the U.S Reel Talks: Precedes films, 
Mon. 7 pm. Several eating spots: Kiosks, cafes, restaurant.

Arts, Culture & Leisure  continued from page 15 Zuma Restaurant opens in Murray Hill
Zuma, the brainchild of award-winning chef Rainer Becker, 
launched its New York restaurant, part of a global London-
based Japanese restaurant group, in January. Located in 
Murray Hill, at 261 Madison Avenue (between 38th and 39th 
Streets), Zuma presents informal izakaya-style dining and 
gracious service in an exciting space designed by Noriyoshi 
Muramatsu of Studio Glitt. Unlike traditional Japanese res-
taurants, Zuma offers contemporary Japanese dining that is 
authentic, but also has a European, Western sensibility. Us-
ing the highest quality ingredients, it is characterized by bold 
flavors and simple but exquisite presentation. In addition to 
its signature cocktails, Zuma also has a comprehensive list 
of approximately 70 different varieties of premium sakes in-
cluding the exclusive Zuma Ginjo, developed specifically for 
Zuma.
 “New York has an energy that is unmatched by any city in 
the world, and I have always been impressed by the quality of 
food and incomparable dining experiences here,” said Zuma 
creator and co-founder Rainer Becker. 
For more information, visit www.zumarestaurant.com, click 
“New York.”
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Preservation & Design Committee 
Plans 17th Annual Murray Hill Archi-
tectural Preservation Awards 
The Murray Hill Architectural Preservation Awards honor 
property owners who have faithfully restored the facades of 
their buildings or created new designs to meet standards of 
excellence in the community. The Awards event will be held 
late fall 2015.
The Preservation and Design Committee promotes public 
awareness of Murray Hill’s rich architectural heritage and 
helps to preserve our residential community. The Commit-
tee works with the New York City Landmarks Preservation 
Commission to recommend buildings for landmark designa-
tion, listings on the National Register of Historic Places and 
areas for historic district designation. 

Visit the MHNA Website for Construction 
Updates
The MHNA Transportation Committee is posting weekly 
construction updates and transportation updates for the 
34th Street Transitway project at www.murrayhillnyc.org.  
The project began in the spring of 2014 and has an anticipat-
ed completion date in the fall of 2016. Construction is ongo-
ing on Third Avenue, Second Avenue and along 34th Street. 
Representatives from the NYC Department of Design and 
Construction came to the February MHNA trustees meeting 
to discuss the project and to hear about issues.

New Film Rates Sarge’s Deli 5/5 for 
Authenticity!
As reported in the Daily News on January 25, 2015, a new film 
called ‘Deli Man’ gets to the heart of the classic NYC tradi-
tion of soul-warming Jewish food and rates New York’s deli’s 
for their authenticity, including Murray Hill’s Sarge’s Deli at 
548 Third Avenue. Here’s the review:
Sarge’s has always seemed a deli also-ran, with a lower pro-
file and fewer tourists than Katz’s or Carnegie. “We don’t 
have the same big name,” says owner Andrew Wengrover, 
whose great-grandfather, former NYPD sergeant Abe Katz, 
founded Sarge’s in 1964. But the place feels mighty real, with 
knockout classics whose recipes haven’t changed in a half-
century. Flanken, beef goulash, and luscious chopped liver 
share a massive menu with towering sandwiches of top-notch 
corned-beef, pastrami, and tongue, all house-cured. Photos 
of old Jewish comedians like Soupy Sales and Jackie Mason 
line the walls, along with whippersnappers like Susan Saran-
don; and knowing servers finish your sentences for you. A 
2012 fire gutted the restaurant, which Wengrover rebuilt with 
the exact layout. “People still know they’re eating at Sarge’s,” 
Wengrover says. Today, Sarge’s soldiers on — 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, as a true New York deli .

Closings and Openings
Closings:
Hudson’s (3rd Avenue) Et Cetera (3rd Avenue)
Radio Shack (3rd Avenue) Pie Face (3rd Avenue)
Barking Dog (34th Street) Terroir (3rd Avenue) 
Food Emporium (3rd Avenue)
Openings:  Zuma (Madison Avenue)

Your Trusted Insurance Advisor
Providing a broad array of products and services

9 East 37th Street

New York, NY 10016

212-683-2622

Email: dfarkas@globalcoverage.com

www.globalcoverage.com

Insurance and Risk Management
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Do you have a complaint?  
Call 311 or post a complaint on their 
website:

Website: www1.nyc.gov/311
All of our local elected officials and Community 
Board 6 have advised that it is most effective to 
report first to 311 and get a case number that you 
can refer to when speaking with them. You’ll get 
counted in the statistics this way!
Contact Community Board 6 (CB6):
http://cbsix.org
Telephone: 212-319-3750     Fax: 212-319-3772
Email: office@cbsix.org

The historic Madison Avenue Baptist Church parish house 
at 30 East 31st Street will be torn down to make way for a 
40-story condominium building developed by Ekstein De-
velopment Group, according to property records filed with 
the city in February.
Certes Partners purchased the site for $15.5 million last June. 
Ekstein Development Group’s Erik Ekstein, in partnership 
with Pinnacle Real Estate, is planning to develop a $90 mil-
lion condo building on the property.
The new building will be 71,500 square feet and contain 38 
units. The second through eighth floors will each hold half-
floor apartments, while the ninth through 31st floors will 
have floor-through apartments, documents show. Floors 32 
through 37 will house duplexes. The property will also in-
clude a community room, a fitness facility and a bike storage 
room. Morris Adjmi is the architect of record.
Ekstein filed permits to tear down the seven-story parish on 

40-story Condo Replacing Madison Avenue Baptist Church Parish House 

Public Service Announcements
• It is against the law for bi-

cycles to be chained to trees 
since they damage trees, and 
a $250 fine can be issued.  
Please call 311 with an address 
should you see this being 
done.

• Help keep Murray Hill clean.  
If you see overflowing gar-
bage cans or unusual amounts 
of garbage on the sidewalk or 
in tree beds, please call 311 
with the address or corner of 
the problem.  The more com-
plaints that are registered by 
311, the more often the De-
partment of Sanitation will inspect the area. 

the site in September. 
Source: http://therealdeal.com/blog/2015/02/19/40-story-condo-replac-
ing-madison-ave-baptist-church-parish-house/#sthash.dRh6N7jK.dpuf

Calling for Participants and Volunteers  
for the Murray Hill Street Festival,  

June 6!
Participants and volunteers are welcome! Partici-
pants can reserve a booth, donate to the Silent Auc-
tion or Raffle, the Bake Table, or Book Table. Con-
tact info@murrayhillnyc.org if you have questions 
about donations. Volunteers are needed on the day 
of the street fair. Contact Anoop Punjabi at Anoop.
Punjabi@gmail.com or telephone 917-972-6009. 
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How Loud is Too Loud?
Dr. Aaron Krasnick, Au.D.
Home – the place where we retreat from the hustle and ex-
citement of everyday life in New York City. But, oftentimes 
this peace and quiet is interrupted by noise from our neigh-
bors, televisions and music blaring from the next apartment, 
honking cars, sirens and the jack hammers that seem to be a 
never ending presence in our neighborhood. 
Noise pollution has become a hazard to our hearing health 
and overall well-being. According to The Hearing Health 
Foundation, when we are exposed to harmful noise, sounds 
that are too loud, or loud sounds that last a long time, sen-
sitive structures in our inner ear can be damaged, causing 
noise-induced hearing loss (NIHL). These sensitive struc-
tures, called hair cells, are small sensory cells in the inner ear 
that convert sound energy into electrical signals that travel 
to the brain. Once damaged, our hair cells cannot grow back 
and hearing loss is inevitable. It’s not unusual for many people 
to be unaware of their hearing loss, and common responses 
like increasing the volume on TVs and radios can further 
damage healthy hair cells and exacerbate the problem.
Every day, we experience sound in our environment, sounds 
that we don’t associate with potential hearing loss. To deter-
mine if a sound is loud enough to cause damage, it is im-
portant to know both the sound pressure level (measured in 
decibels, or dBA) and the length of exposure to the sound. 
In general, the louder the sound, the less time required be-
fore hearing loss will occur. Experts agree that continued 
exposure to sound above 85 dBA will, over time, cause hear-
ing loss. 
Common household items such as loud stereos, toys and 
garden equipment can measure up to 110-140 dBA, and pose 
a threat to our hearing. Other items such as blenders, stove 
fans, vacuum cleaners and hair dryers can measure up to 90 
dBA and beyond, and will harm our hearing over time. On 
the outside, heavy traffic and noisy restaurants are typically 
85 dBA, car horns 110 dBA, rock concerts 110-120 dBA, si-
rens 120 dBA, and jack hammers 130 dBA. Exposure to these 
elements takes a much shorter time to have an affect on our 
hearing. Since most hearing loss occurs over an extended 

period of time, we naturally compensate for it and may not 
realize that we have incurred a significant loss. 
Noise Induced Hearing Loss is cumulative across our lifes-
pan and though preventable, it is permanent. NIHL can eas-
ily be prevented by reducing volume levels on TVs, radios, 
cell phones and portable media players, limiting exposure 
time to loud sound sources, and regularly wearing hearing 
protection or custom earplugs. 
If you or a loved one have difficulty hearing the TV, lectures, 
in restaurants, notice a buzzing or ringing in your ears, 
or sometimes feel frustrated that others seem to mumble, 
making conversations difficult, then it’s important to get a 
baseline hearing evaluation. A hearing evaluation will help 
determine if you have a hearing loss, or if there is another 
underlying cause, such as excessive wax in the canal or a 
medical condition in need of attention. You have nothing to 
lose. Your quality of life depends on it.
Dr. Krasnick is the Audiologist at Zounds Hearing New 
York, 314 East 30th Street. To schedule a free, comprehensive 
hearing evaluation, please call 212-879-2329.

Murray Hill in the News: State Closes Illegal 
Hotel
The owners of the 36-story building at 49 East 34th Street 
between Madison and Park Avenues had turned what was 
supposed to be a condominium into a hotel while taking 
millions of dollars in tax breaks meant to spur the construc-
tion of affordable apartments.
In February, the state attorney general’s office said that it had 
reached an agreement with the property’s current owner, an 
affiliate of CIM Group, under which the company, which is 
based in Los Angeles, would pay $4.4 million — the value of 
the tax breaks — to a special city fund for building afford-
able housing.
In addition, the hotel, whose rates ranged from $239 a night 
for a studio to $359 for a two-bedroom unit, was to cease 
operations by March 11, and the tower’s 110 units will be con-
verted to rent-regulated apartments.
The inquiry by the attorney general’s office is part of a broad-
er effort to weed out abuses of a state tax abatement program 
known as 421-a, which is set to lapse later this year if it is not 
renewed. Investigators are examining other buildings that 
were illegally turned into hotels, many of them during the 
recession, while the owners reaped tax breaks.
Hotels, under the 421-a program, are not eligible for the tax 
exemption.
The owner will also pay the state $275,000 to cover the cost 
of the investigation.
Excerpted from an article that appeared in the February 26, 2015 edition of 
the New York Times, on page A25. 
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We’re hoping to add a new feature to the Fair this year. It is 
called Flea Market Finds and we think it will be a big suc-
cess! Browse the merchandise and you just might go home 
with an item worthy of the Antiques Roadshow!
Our Book Boutique will have hundreds of titles to choose 
from, so don’t forget to visit. If you have books cluttering 
your closet or 
desk, we have the 
solution! We wel-
come donations 
of new or gently 
used books. You 
can bring them 
by yourself or 
we can make ar-
rangements to 
pick them up from 
your lobby. There will be more information on that coming 
soon.
Our Membership Committee will be on hand and waiting 
to welcome all current and prospective members. They look 
forward to speaking with anyone desiring more informa-
tion about the Association or anyone wishing to become a 
member. The Committee is working hard to build a data-
base of email contacts for our members, so be sure to stop 
by and update your contact information with them. Also, 
please bring a non-member friend to the Festival and stop 
by Membership to chat and sign them up before you ad-
journ to....
THE BAKE TABLE !!
This is perhaps the most popular attraction of the Festival. 
The best volunteer bakers in Murray Hill will be working 
around the clock to bring the freshest and most delicious 
baked goods to the Fair. Come by and enjoy a delicious pas-
try and cup of hot coffee or tea. I can assure you that it is well 
worth the visit! We can always use more help along with do-

nations of baked 
goods. If you 
would like to 
volunteer or 
donate, please 
contact Paula 
Gilliam at: 212-
532-3292. 
Many of our lo-
cal merchants 
donate mer-
chandise and services to the Association, and we award them 
to the highest bidder at our Silent Auction. In past years we 
have auctioned off ocean cruises, dance lessons, Mets base-
ball tickets, pub crawls, cooking classes, overnight stays in 
Murray Hill hotels, and many, many other items. Come by 
the table and see what is being offered at this year’s auction. 
I think you might be surprised at the quality and variety of 
prizes. Make a bid! - who knows?... you just might win!
Feeling lucky? Stop by and take a chance at the 50/50 draw-
ing. Buy a ticket and you can win half the pot! The other half 
goes to the MHNA to continue its important work in the 
neighborhood.
The Murray Hill Street Festival is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to get out and listen to music, meet new people, enjoy 
your neighborhood, eat a doughnut, dance, catch up with 
neighbors, learn a bit of local history, get your face painted, 
browse antiques, win a prize, learn more about the Murray 
Hill Neighborhood Association...and who knows what else! 
Come join us on Saturday, June 6th!!
Volunteer to help at the Fair by calling:  
212-886-5867 
Thanks!...and… see you there!

Celebrate Historic Murray Hill    continued from page 1

This program is part of NYC Landmarks50 Alli-
ance, the multi-year celebration of the 50th an-
niversary of New York City’s Landmarks Law.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, May 24, 2015
New York City Ballet

Hear The Dance: Denmark,  
The Romantic La Sylphide,

& Bournoville Divertissements
See Future Mailing for Further Details

A New Look for MHNA’s Website 
The MHNA trustees approved a project to redesign the 
MHNA website, www.murrayhillnyc.org, which hasn’t been 
changed in 14 years. The appearance of the website pages will 
be updated to follow current design standards. The website 
technology will also be updated, so that it can be viewed 
and used on different kinds of devices including tablets 
and smartphones. We will also take this opportunity to fix 
a few issues that have been reported. Look for our e-blast 
announcing the rollout of the new and improved MHNA 
website!


