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MHNA’s 2013 Street Festival A Success
By Tom Horan, Chairperson, Murray Hill Street Festival

As many of you may recall, the weather didn’t exactly co-
operate with us on May 25th, but the Murray Hill Street 
Festival went off with-
out a hitch.  The weather 
played a role in keeping 
attendance a bit lower 
than it had been in pri-
or years, but those who 
braved the wind and 
rain were well rewarded.

The Festival opened 
right on time at 11:00 
AM. The musical en-
tertainment began at noon and went right through until 
closing time at 6:00. Our thanks to the artists who came to 
entertain the crowd. We will invite many of the same per-
formers back for next year’s Festival, and perhaps bring in 
some new faces as well.

Visiting merchants offered a very large selection of goods 
at this year’s Festival. Original works of art, clothing and 

accessories, and hand-
crafted items were just a 
few of the great number 
of things to peruse and 
choose from.

As always, there was a 
wide selection of tasty 
treats offered by many of 
the vendors. Cheesesteak 
grinders, empanadas, 
and fruit smoothies were 

very popular choices. Noteworthy among this year’s offer-
ings was a delicious menu of lobster rolls and chowders.  All 
in attendance enjoyed themselves, and we hope to see you at 
next year’s Festival.

Photos courtesy of Sami Steigmann
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Welcome back!  The new season of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion is upon us.  This means new Trustees, new committee chairs, and new 
issues (and some old ones) to address.
This is an especially important time of year, due to the upcoming city elec-
tions.  All city offices are on the ballot, including the important races for 
Mayor, Public Advocate, Comptroller, Borough President and all three of 
our City Council seats.  Please make sure you attend our Town Hall Meeting 
on September 26th at 7:00PM (details inside this newsletter issue) to meet 
your candidates.  It is vital that your voice be heard, so make sure you vote- 
this is a critical election since so much is at stake.
We have invited all candidates to attend and have requested they save the 
date for our meeting.  After the primary on September 10, a formal invitation 
to the candidates still in their respective races will be sent.
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association does not endorse candidates for 
any office- this has long been our policy because we have to be able to work 
with all elected officials in order to deliver for our community.  We have 
already had the opportunity to meet with many of the candidates to discuss 
the needs of the Association and our neighborhood in general.
We are continuing to work on all issues affecting Murray Hill, from zoning, 
quality of life, transportation and traffic, to greenspaces and historic pres-
ervation, and look forward to collaborating with our new representatives 
to address these matters, so together we can strengthen Murray Hill as a 
premier neighborhood to live, work and raise a family.   
It is now more important than ever that you become involved in our associa-
tion and our community- please renew your membership, attend our meet-
ings, and, most significantly, vote.  And if you are not a member, now is the 
time to join!  There is strength in numbers, and every voice plays a crucial 
role in helping us achieve results for our neighborhood.
Look forward to seeing you at our meeting on September 26!  

Dear Readers,

The Winter issue of Murray Hill Life will again be available only through 
our website, www.murrayhillnyc.org.  It will be found under the 
“Featured News” section.  Archived editions can be accessed by clicking 
the “News” link on the left side of the page.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Ellen Propp at 212-213-1596 or ellted@aol.com.
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association

Fred Arcaro, President

The future PS/IS 281 at 35th Street and First Avenue on the 
former Con Edison site is on schedule to be open for stu-
dents this fall.  Sheldon Solow has sold his parcel of land next 
to the new school to JDS Development Group for about $200 
million. JDS plans to construct two buildings, a 37-story tow-
er and a 47-story tower, with a total of more than 830 units.  
Construction of these buildings is scheduled to start in the 
fall.  The developer will build as-of-right and has decided 
not to add a curb cut due the long process that would entail.  
A Community Board 6 construction task force has been 
formed which will monitor the progress of this project.  
The New York City Department of Transportation’s (DOT) 
plans for the Kips Bay Plaza have been abandoned due to 
lack of support from the owner of the shopping complex.  
Past plans for the plaza called for an open space plaza on the 
service road of the east side of Second Avenue between 30th 
and 33th Streets that would have benches, planting treat-
ments, and tables and chairs.  
NYU still needs a portion of the sidewalk and street on the 
southwest corner of 38th Street between First Avenue and 
the FDR Service road to install two MRI Units and one gen-
erator to power them (paid for by FEMA grants).  We are 
working with NYU and Con Edison to bring utility power 
to the MRI units so that the noisy generator would not be 
needed.
The Eastside Greenway and Parkland Board (EGAP Board) 
had its second meeting on June 7, 2013, which presented its 
following project updates:
•	The	Waterside	Pier	(an	old	Con	Edison	pier	from	38th	to	

41st Streets) is presently being supported with new struc-
tural supports while the pier is refurbished.  This phase 
is part of Con Edison’s obligation to return the pier to 
the City in good condition when its lease with the City 
expired.  The EGAP Board will be responsible for future 
phases of the project.  The Board plans to select a con-
struction contractor this summer, with the pier’s ameni-
ties to be completed by 2015.  

•	 Future	 projects	 include	 a	 proposal	 for	 an	 off	 shore,	 ap-
proximately 30 feet, esplanade (the UN Esplanade) run-
ning between 41st and 53rd Streets.

Lastly, the MTA will ask the state legislature to pass legis-
lation to allow purple lights on their SBS buses in January 
2014 when they return from recess. The blue light that was 
used for SBS buses is not allowed since it is used for emer-
gency vehicles.

PS 281 Opens on 35th Street

Last spring, Mayor Bloomberg and Schools Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott announced that 78 new schools will open 
throughout the city this fall at the start of the 2013-2014 
school year. 

Among these new schools is PS 281, the River School, lo-
cated at 425 East 35th Street, which will have Kindergarten 
and Pre-K classes.  Led by Principal Nicole Ziccardi Yerk, 
the school plans to expand to first, second, third, fourth and 
fifth grade classes over each of the next five years and will 
be a Pre-K through fifth grade school in 2018 and beyond.

The 78 new schools will open in each borough and serve 
students of all grade levels. Thirty schools will be located 
in Brooklyn, 20 in the Bronx, 15 in Queens, 11 in Manhat-
tan and two in Staten Island. Fifty-one of the 78 will be el-
ementary schools, middle schools, or schools combining 
elementary and middle school grades. Twenty-seven will be 
secondary schools – either high schools, or schools combin-
ing middle and high school grades.

For more information on PS 281, visit their website at www.
ps281.org/PS281/Welcome.html. 

320 Lexington Ave (btw 38th & 39th) 212-213-0042 www.blackshackburger.com

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents with 

care for 16 years

Paintings, Single Items, Entire Estates

Call 212.447.0572
for an appointment in my office

or in your home
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Members’ Corner

Join or Renew online!
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org, to join or renew your 
membership online. There, you can also keep up to date on 
events and other newsworthy items.


Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 

Neighborhood Association
Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level I have 

indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

o $35 Individual  o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional
o $100 Patron  o $250 Guardian o $500 Benefactor

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _____________________________________
E-mail address ______________________________________
Second Name (couples) _______________________________
E-mail address ______________________________________
Company __________________________________________
Address ________________________________Apt  ________
City _______________________State _____ Zip ___________
Home Phone ________________________________________
Cell/Other Phone ____________________________________

Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Membership Coordinator

PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897

New Members
Mary Boer 
John Boer 
Howard Freedman 
Karen Friedman 
Bill Glew 
Barbara Greco 
Allen Hoffman 
Rosalie Reinhardt 

William Seng 
Rich Singer 
Diane Smith 
Liz Smith 
Halina Wiel 
John Williford 

New Business Members
Meli Restaurant
as of 8/1/2013

Irene Grafman, D.D.S.
SMILE HEALTH SPA

120 E. 36th Street, Suite 1F
New York, NY 10016

212.532.5377 
212.532.5371 fax

docgrafman@aol.com
www.smilehealthspa.com

Dr. Grafman believes the better way to 
treatment begins with a whole person approach.  
She offers solutions that will not only transform 
the health and beauty of your smile but that will 

enhance your overall well-being.

By educating you on the inter-connectedness of 
everything in your life as it relates to your teeth, 

she shows you the better way to dentistry, to 
health and to life.

• All phases of General Dentistry
• Sleep Apnea Treatment

• Facial Development - Epigenetics
• Prevention
• Invisalign®

• Cosmetic Dentistry 
*As Featured in “New Beauty Magazine”

Serving the Murray Hill Neighborhood since 1998

Save the Date
Town Hall Meeting - Meet the Candidates Forum

Thursday, September 26th, 7 pm
Armenian Evangelical Church

152 East 34th Street
between Lexington and Third Avenues.
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MHNA Thanks Donors To Our Street Festival’s Silent Auction
The 2013 Silent Auction was a highlight of last May’s annual 
Murray Hill Street Festival and a most successful part of 
the day’s fundraising activities.  Thank you donors for your 
continued generosity and support, so MHNA can continue 
our efforts to make our community an even better place to 
live, work and raise a family.  The Silent Auction would not 
have been possible this year without the hard work of Tom 
Horan, Marisa Bulzone and Marion Weingarten.  Special 
thanks to Marilyn Boddewyn, Ann Churchill, Susan Dem-
met, Enid Klass, and Ann Usher.

Following is a list of the donors:

New York Mets orgaNizatioN (Courtesy of David Newman)

susaN salMaNsohN

affiNa DuMoNt hotel

the kitaNo hotel 
70 Park aveNue hotel

MorgaNs hotel

solDiers’, sailors’, MariNes’, Coast guarD & airMeN’s Club

Park aveNue taverN

toleDo

fraNChia vegaN Café

villa berulia ristoraNte

MulligaN’s Pub

galwaY’s Pub

rossiNi’s 
sMorgas Chef

JaCksoN hole

le ParisieN

ethos Meze

Cibo restauraNt

el Pote esPañol restauraNt

wiNfileD flYNN wiNes & sPirits

iNstitute of CuliNarY eDuCatioN (Courtesy of Andrew Gold)

freD astaire MiDtowN DaNCe stuDio

JosePh k. askiNasi, ChiroPraCtiC orthoPeDist 
kessel wellNess CeNter

ageoNiCs MeDiCal

walk NYC PoDiatrY

flowers oN Park

wl CoMPuter

eYes oN MaDisoN

Pasteur PharMaCY

JoNathaN serviCes

etCetera gifts

kalvig & shorter, veteriNarY assoCiates

Special thanks must also go to the volunteers who tirelessly 
contributed their time to the Festival despite the challenging 
weather on the day of the event. They are as follows:

Gail Lott, Ginny Barbaris, Robin Fifield, Matt McKeon, 
Kathy Spengel, Virginia Parkhouse, Debby Landey, Sandy 

Driesen, Minor Bishop, Nicole Migeon, Anita Duncan Carol 
Emsworth and especially Paula Gilliam who tirelessly worked 
to make the bake table a success along with Kelly Belford, 
who not only baked but joined Paula at the Bake Table.  

A special thank you to Monica Quinn, Margie Lebenthal, 
Naomi Shore, Diane Bartow, Trudy Bartow, John Chadwick, 
Enid Klass and Marion Weingarten who baked their hearts 
out.  And last but not least, to Starbucks at 36th and Madi-
son for providing the coffee to accompany the baked goods. 
Thank you all.

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188

neatknick51@yahoo.com

Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner
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Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
Madison Avenue between 36th and 37th Streets

Monika Grzymala: Volumen, through Nov. 3, 2013 Berlin 
artist Monika Grzymala’s large-scale sculptural  installa-
tion consists of about 5000 irregular sheets of shimmering 
white handmade Washi paper and recycled book pages, 
connected by fishing line and paper coated wire. “Volu-
men” refers both to special volume and luminous flux, 
which varies according to changing light in the atrium. 
Typically Grzymala’s site specific works are grounded in 
drawings but expand into three dimensions.

Edgar Allan Poe: Terror of the Soul, through Jan. 26, 2014 
Poe’s works have frightened and thrilled readers for over 
150 years. This exhibit, inspired by the preface to “Tales of 
the Grotesque and Arabesque”, explores his poetry, fiction 
and literary criticism and his influence on later writers. It 
will feature nearly 100 items, mainly from the Morgan’s 
holdings and The Henry W. and Albert A. Berg Collection 
of English and American Literature at the New York Public 
Library, two of the most important collections of Poe mate-
rial in the U.S.  Poe’s mastery of multiple writing genres are 
represented by poems, short stories, early printed editions, 
letters and literary criticism in newspapers and magazines. 

Bookermania: 45 Years of the Man Booker Prize, Sept. 13, 
2013-Jan. 5, 2014 The Booker Prize is one of the world’s 
most prestigious literary awards given annually to the best 
novel written in English by a citizen of the Commonwealth 
of Nations, Ireland or Zimbabwe. This exhibition explores 
the history of this prize through proofs, printed books, 
manuscripts, artworks, letters and promotional material.

Beethoven’s Ninth: A Masterpiece Reunited, Oct. 8, 2013-
Dec. 1, 2013 In honor of The Royal Philharmonic Society’s 
Bicentenary, The Morgan displays two historic copyist 
scores of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, the first time they 
have been brought together since their creation in 1824.  

Tiepolo, Guardi and Their World: Eighteenth-Century 
Venetian Drawings, Sept. 27, 2013-Jan. 5, 2014

The Morgan’s collection of 18th century Venetian drawings 
is among the world’s finest, owning more than 300 sheets 
by renowned masters Giambattista Tiepolo (1696-1770) 
and his son Giandomenico (1726-1804), as well as works 
by Guardi, Canaletto, Piranesi and other of their contem-
porary masters. This exhibit displays about 100 works on 
paper that chronicle the vitality and originality of drawing 
during Venice’s Second Golden Age, which enjoyed a re-
surgence of international arts patronage, and was home to 
flourishing family workshops and commissions from the 
church, nobility and the bourgeoisie. 

Leonardo da Vinci: Treasures from the Biblioteca Reale, 
Turin, Oct. 25, 2013-Feb. 2, 2014 The Morgan offers a 
unique opportunity to see for the first time in New York 
da Vinci’s extraordinary “Codex on the Flight of Birds,” 
and one of his most celebrated drawings, “Head of a Young 
Woman”, along with other works on paper by da Vinci and 
his Milanese followers, on loan from Turin’s Biblioteca 
Reale.

For information about public programs—lectures, concerts, 
gallery talks and special events, call 212-685-0008 or visit the 
Morgan’s website at www.themorgan.org. Enjoy Friday eve-
nings FREE until 9 pm.

Enjoy lunch or a light snack and beverages at the Morgan 
Café with or without tickets. 

The New York Public Library
42nd Street and Fifth Avenue
The Stephen A. Schwarzman Building

The ABC of It: Why Children’s Books Matter, through 
March 23, 2014 With around 250 items from the Library’s 
vast collections, this exhibit explores the history and im-
pact of children’s literature and its crucial roles in educat-
ing and entertaining readers of all ages. Original artwork, 
correspondence and recordings accompany books by ma-
jor authors from the 1600’s to the present. 

Ongoing exhibit of large wall panels, Jill Kupin Rose Gal-
lery. Photographs, texts, objects and videos describe the 
history and collections of the NYPL’s Branch and Research 
Libraries. 

Lectures, many FREE, are also at Science, Industry, 
Business Library (SIBL) and Mid-Manhattan Library 
(MML). FREE tour of NYPL 42nd Street, www.nypl.org; 
212-869-8089. 

CUNY Graduate Center
Fifth Avenue between 34th and 35th Streets
During the summer, activities take a vacation, but here 
are a few events during the late spring:

MUSIC IN MIDTOWN: FREE lunchtime concerts, Thurs-
days at 1:00 pm. Performances by doctorate level partici-
pants, as well as renowned faculty and guest artists. Ele-
bash Recital Hall, Main Floor. 

Sept. 26: Doctorate level chamber music players. Works by 
Stravinsky, Loeffler & Musto.

Oct. 10: Doctorate chamber music musicians perform 
works by J.S. Bach and Brahms.
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Oct. 24: The Prometheus Ensemble, featuring the doctor-
ate music program’s director Norman Carey on piano with 
well-known musicians Eric and Roy Lewis, violins; Ron-
ald Gorevic, Violist and Stephen Stalker, Cellist. Mozart’s 
Piano Trio, E. Maj. K542 & Robert Schuman’s Quintet, E 
Flat for Piano & Strings. 

Nov. 7: The Cremona Arts Trio, headed by award winning 
violinist Setsuko Nagata, will perform J. S. Bach’s Sonata. 
C min., Randall Svane’s Sonata (2012) and Camille Saint-
Saëns Sonata No. 1, D min.

Nov. 21:  Doctorate level chamber music instrumentalists 
and singers. Program TBA.

Dec. 5:  Doctorate level  instrumentalists and singers. Pro-
gram TBA.

For updated information, check www.gc.cuny.edu/events or 
call 212-817-8215. Membership offers discounted tickets: 212-
817-8215; www.gc.cuny.edu/events/membership.htm. Order 
tickets at 212-868-4444 or at www.smarttix.com. 

Scandinavia House
Park Avenue between 37th and 38th Streets

Exhibit: 
From the Golden Age to the Modern Breakthrough: Dan-
ish Paintings from the Collection of Ambassador John L. 
Loeb, Jr. This exhibit traces the development of Danish art 
from the early 19th through the early 20th centuries, when a 
distinctive national approach to painting emerged. Includ-
ed are 37 paintings and drawings by various Danish artists. 
Oct. 12, 2013-Jan. 18, 2014

Lecture:
Hunting for Hecla: The Norwegian and Danish Contribu-
tions to NYC’s Modern Architecture. Norwegian father and 
son architects, writer Jan and photographer Are Carlsen 
with video director Ninja Bonoono present the unknown 
story of Williamsburg’s Hecla Iron Works and its founders, 
19th-early 20th century Norwegian Carl Michael Eger and 
Danish Niels Poulson. Mon. Oct. 7, 6:30 pm; FREE.

Check out the fabulous gift shop and Smörgås Restaurant, 
open for brunch, lunch, dinner, snacks, coffee/tea and 
combination deals with certain films, concerts and other 
events (212-847-9745). For details contact www.scandina-
viahouse.org or 212-779-3587. To receive on-going info, leave 
your email address on right: “Join the Scandinavia House 
e-list…..”  Visit Facebook page, stop by in person and be-
come a member. Contact: www.amscan.org/membership or 
above phone no., ext. 715.

Bryant Park
Check out activites and events all year at www.bryantpark.
org or 212-768-4242,  Bryant Park’s Facebook, Twitter, blog, 
weekly newsletter, eblasts and brochures in the park.  The 
big winter event is the opening of the pond, Bryant Park’s 
free ice skating rink, late Oct. or early Nov.

Daily Activities: 
All Year:  Le Carousel:  $2 a ride.  Ping Pong: Free; atten-
dant through Nov.; monthly tournaments. 
Through October:  Chess, backgammon, checkers, Scrab-
ble: Mon.-Sat. Small fee.   Reading Room: Writers’ talks; 
book clubs; kids’ activities, through Oct.  Fencing, Birding 
Tours, Juggling, Petanque.

Food and Drink: 
Southwest Porch: Bar/café 40th St. and 6th Ave. ‘witch-
craft food kiosks: Open daily all year. Casual fare. 
Bryant Park Grill: Spring, summer, fall. Indoors and out-
door patio and rooftop seating. 

To be part of your neighborhood like us on Facebook  
and check out our blog at www.murrayhillnyc.org
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DOUGLAS ELLIMAN
Your Neighbors with a Proven Track Record

We are passionate about Real Estate and proud to represent Manhattan’s best 
real estate for

Buyers, Sellers, Renters and Investors
Working with Estelle and Gail you will benefit from:

 - Expert Pricing Guidance
 - Comprehensive Marketing Strategy
 - Well Thought-Out Negotiating Skills
 - Seamless Transaction Management

- Specializing in Coops, Condos, Townhouses, Investment Properties & Rental Properties

WE DELIVER RESULTS - WITH HIGHLY PERSONALIZED SERVICE
Please call or email us to discuss your Real Estate Needs!

 Estelle Meister Gail Bomze
 917-450-3090 917-355-2064
 emeister@elliman.com gbomze@elliman.com

Celebrating Expansion of Murray Hill Historic District Boundaries       By Michaela Walsh

After winning approval to expand the Murray Hill Historic 
District boundaries on the New York State Register of His-
toric Districts and the National Register of Historic Places, 
MHNA and its Preservation and Design Committee hosted  
a neighborhood celebration at The New York Church (Swe-
denborgian) on April 4th.  Nearly 100 neighborhood citi-
zens and citywide preservationists joined us for an energetic 
discussion followed by a reception.

Focus for the evening’s discussion was “Holding on to the 
Treasure of Murray Hill.”  The speakers for the evening in-
cluded Daniel McEneny, (New York State Historic Preserva-
tion) Jenny Fernandez, (Director of Grants and Outreach/
Senior Preservationist), Tony Robins (historic preservation 
author and consultant), MHNA President Diane Bartow, 
State Senator Liz Kruger and keynote speaker Roberta Lane, 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Senior Field 
Officer and Attorney who has just moved from Boston to 
run the newly-opened New York City field office for the 
Trust.

Lane described some of the Trust’s research, which docu-
ments that  “Rehabbing old buildings has more impact on 
the economy than the same size investment in the construc-
tion of new buildings.”   She also stressed how crucial the 

role of citizens’ involvement is in keeping preservation alive 
in communities.  “Preservation makes people’s  lives better.  
Preservation speaks to the values of your neighbors:  job 
creation, economic growth, safe neighborhoods, human 
interaction, and a feeling of belonging.  Looking for a way 
to say ‘Yes’ more often than ‘No,’  we can begin by touting 
preservation’s place in the world for more sustainable com-
munities.”

Lawrence Malkin, author, (resident at 35th and Madison Av-
enue) who is a long term resident and member of MHNA 
stated:  “Murray Hill’s historic designation is helpful, but all 
such designations are only a start, especially in controlling 
offensive modern effects.  [For instance,] the landmark Alt-
man building across the street from our apartment [has] 
huge department store windows designed to let in natural 
light that would show off the elegant clothes, but now the 
windows throw a fluorescent glare outward, [which] is vis-
ible for blocks.”

John Long, a journalist and author, (resident of East 38th 
Street), commented:   “As one with longstanding interest in 
and appreciation for historic preservation, I was especial-
ly impressed with what I learned at the meeting about the 
continued success of leaders of our own neighborhood in 



A Spiritual Home For  
The Holidays

@MetroSynagogueNY
Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, Ph.D.

Cantors Michael Niemann and Nancy Bach

Historic House of Worship  
Opens its Doors with Voluntary Contributions

For Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 2013

The Jewish High Holidays arrive early this year, and we hope 
you will join us! MetroSynagogueNY is preparing a memorable, 
musical and deeply spiritual experience within the warm embrace 
of a relaxed and caring community. 

Reform MetroSynagogueNY is an inclusive and trans-
denominational congregation located at 40 East 35th Street in 
Manhattan. We are opening our doors for Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur services this year. All are welcome with a voluntary 
contribution of any level. 

To reserve your space for the holidays, please email  
inquiries@metropolitansynagogue.org or call (212) 679-8580. We 
look forward to meeting you! 

•	 The	 shul	 offers	 a	 range	 of	 cultural,	 religious	 and	 educational	
programs, including our Hebrew Home Study for Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah preparation. 

•	 Join	us	for	Simchat	Torah	on	Friday,	September	27th	at	7:00	pm	
for a wonderful evening of Ladino and Yiddish music featuring 
the incomparable Ljuba Davis Ladino Ensemble, a seven piece 
band with two singers. Seating is limited. $10 minimum donation 
required ($8 for students). 

For	more	information	visit	www.metropolitansynagogue.org.

SHANA	TOVA	FROM	METROSYNAGOGUENY

www.murrayhillnyc.org Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 9

saving its architectural treasures.  The wisdom, knowledge, 
hard work and perseverance of those involved in this effort 
have been extraordinary.  The expansion of our historic dis-
trict was something to celebrate and the planning and ex-
ecution of the celebration itself was yet further evidence of 
the strength of leadership in Murray Hill.”

Irma Fisher, a veteran MHNA leader and resident was one 
of the organizers:  “Preserving the rich historic architecture 
and residential tree-lined streets of Murray Hill help make 
New York a more livable city.”  

The discussion and audience Q and A led to an enthusiastic 
and lively reception, with neighbors meeting neighbors and 
finding new energy through active citizen involvement to 
lead the way for future dialogue about preserving our trea-
sured Murray Hill.

 Pauline Brooks, one of the organizing members of the Pres-
ervation Committee remarked:   “A special part of the eve-
ning was the reception – “champagne” flowed freely both 
upstairs and downstairs.  The “champagne” was delivered 
the previous day by Buy-Rite, and the family-owned Clover 
Deli delivered the lovely fresh cookies that afternoon. A so-
cial and appropriate celebratory ending to our event!”  

 To quote one guest:   “Murray Hill is the Soul of New York.”  

(L to R) Susan Demmet, chair of the Preservation & Design Com-
mittee, and Diane Bartow, President of the MHNA, holding the 
certificate for Murray Hill being on the State and National Register 
of Historic Places.

BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

Photo courtesy of Elaine Silber
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With every municipal office on the ballot, many of which 
are open seats with no incumbent seeking re-election, 2013 
is a major election year for New York City.  The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association works closely with all our elected 
officials to address issues of importance to our community 
and we urge you to get out and vote for the candidates of 
your choice. This year, the Democratic primary is especially 
important because in a number of races there is no Republi-
can candidate, so the winner of the Democratic primary will 
be assured of victory.  

We have invited all of the declared candidates to speak at 
our annual general meeting, which will be held Thursday, 
September 26th, at 7:00 PM at the Armenian Evangelical 
Church, 152 East 34th Street, between Lexington and Third 
Avenues. Watch our mailings for further details and infor-
mation on how to present questions for the candidates.  This 
is a great opportunity to meet the candidates, learn their 
positions on matters of concern to our neighborhood and 
their visions for the future of the city.

Mark these dates on your calendar:
•	 Primary	Election:		September	10,	2013
•	 Run-Off	Primary	(if	necessary*):		September	24,	2013
•	 MHNA	Meet	the	Candidates	Forum:		September	26,	2013
•		General	Election:		November	5,	2013

*If	no	candidate	in	the	primary	election	for	a	citywide	office	
receives at least 40% of the vote, a runoff is held between the 
top two finishers.

Mayor
Adolfo Carrión, Jr. (R)
John Catsimatidis (R)

Joseph J. Lhota (R)
George McDonald (R)

Sal Albanese (D)
Bill de Blasio (D)

John Liu (D)
Christine Quinn

Erick Salgado (D)
Bill Thompson (D)

Anthony Weiner (D)
Anthony Gronowicz (G)

Public Advocate
Cathy Guerriero (D)

Letitia James (D)
Reshma Saujani (D)
Daniel Squadron (D)

Sidique Wai (D)
James Lane (G)

Comptroller
Scott Stringer (D)
Eliot Spitzer (D)

Julia Willebrand (G)

Manhattan Borough President
Gale Brewer (D)

Robert Jackson (D)
Jessica Lappin (D)

Julie Menin (D)

City Council

District 2
Richard del Rio (D)

Rosie Mendez (D/incumbent)
Juan Pagan (D)

District 3
Corey Johnson (D)
Yetta Kurland (D)

Alexander Meadows (D)

District 4
Dan Garodnick (D/incumbent)

2013 Candidate List

MHNA to Hold Candidates’ Forum as Campaigns Enter Home Stretch
By Marisa Bulzone

Below is a list of declared candidates for each office as of 
press time, sourced from DecideNYC.com.

Get answers to your neighborhood questions  
on our blog.  www.murrayhillnyc.org
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In May, the Church of the Incarnation, an Episcopal church 
on Madison Avenue and 35th Street, offered a warm wel-
come and one-on-one computer instruction to a very 
pleased group of Murray Hill residents.  The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association and the Stein Center publicized 
the event to their memberships.

Volunteers from the parish brought their computers, 
iPhones, and tab-
lets to offer hands-
on help.  Some 
seniors wished 
to learn how 
to use sites like 
Facebook, others 
wanted to learn 
how to Skype or 
had questions 

about their smartphones and digital cameras.  One attendee 
was delighted to learn how to tweet.  Several of the seniors 
in attendance mentioned that they had previously attended 
computer classes elsewhere but were not able to get specific 
questions answered or to receive personal assistance.  Incar-
nation’s program was particularly valuable.

Many of the conversations between teachers and “students” 
soon turned from computers to other topics, and the chat-
ting continued over a meal prepared and offered for free by 
church volunteers.

One of the Incarnation volunteers shared that an attendee 
who lives in her building – and some of his friends – keep 
asking her when the next session will be!  The next free ses-
sion of one-on-one computer help is tentatively scheduled 
for Sunday, October 13 from 2-4pm.  At the October session, 
Dr. Melissa Heche of New York Speech and Hearing will of-
fer free hearing screenings.  Please consult the church’s web-
site (www.churchoftheincarnation.org) or call the church at 
(212) 689-6350 for more information.

Church Volunteers Give Tech  
Guidance                                            By Ginger Strickland

 546 3rd Ave (bet 36/37)        212-213-6445
          www.LibrettosPizzeria.com

“So good you’ll forget your manners”

15% discount
for MHNA members

Proudly feeding Murray Hill
Since 2004

HISTORIC MURRAY HILL
HOUSE TOUR BENEFIT

Presented by the Preservation & Design Committee of 
the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2013
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

RAIN OR SHINE!

Join us on a stroll through Murray Hill’s Historic Dis-
trict and view build-
ings listed on the 
National Register 
of Historic Places.  
Visit gorgeous town-
houses, apartments, 
private clubs, an art 
gallery, and architec-
turally rich buildings 
with historical significance.  Enjoy a private garden and 
stunning views from rooftop decks and terraces.  Walk 
along tree-lined streets as you go on this self-guided 
house tour in historic Murray Hill.

Reservations Required:  www.murrayhillnyc.org

Ticket Price: $50 per ticket or $75 for 2 tickets.

SPONSORED BY TOWN REAL ESTATE

Like Murray Hill?
Like the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association?

Like us on Facebook.

Photos courtesy of Ginger Strickland



Artist Marilyn Boddewyn, a long-time resident of Murray 
Hill, will be featured in a solo exhibition of her work at the 
Gallery35nyc Artists Collective from September 7 to Octo-
ber 5.  The opening reception with music and light refresh-
ments will be September 7th from 5-8 PM.  

Gallery35nyc is nestled in the heart of Murray Hill at 30 
East 35th Street between 
Madison and Park Av-
enues.  Gallery 35 is 
open on Saturdays from 
6-8 PM and by appoint-
ment.

Marilyn’s work is cen-
tered on classical real-
ism. Using vibrant col-
ors and expressionist 
brushwork, she captures 
the unique beauty and 
truth of life in portraits, 
landscapes and still-life 
paintings. With portrai-

12 Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 212-886-5867

Art Work By Murray Hill Resident Marilyn Boddewyn To Be Featured At Gallery 35

ture as her primary fo-
cus, Marilyn has stud-
ied in New York and 
in Paris and has par-
ticipated in shows at 
the Salamagundi Club, 
Art Students League, 
National Arts Club 
and Gallery35nyc. Her 
work is part of private 
collections in the Unit-
ed States and Europe. 

For more information, 
visit Marilyn’s web site, 
http://marilynboddewyn.com/  and Gallery35’s website at 
http://gallery35nyc.com/.  Marilyn also serves as a trustee 
of the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association (http://www.
murrayhillnyc.org/common/11037/?clientID=11037). Her 
studio and home will be part of the Murray Hill House 
Tour on Sunday, October 6, 2013, which will also include 
Gallery 35.  For information on the tour contact Susan 
Demmet at 212-689-6730.  

The Church of the Incarnation
The Landmark Episcopal Church in Murray Hill since 1864

209 Madison Avenue at 35th Street
The Rev. J. Douglas Ousley, Rector

Sundays
Holy Communion Available  
At All Sunday Services
8:30 am Early Service
11:00 am Main Service
Sunday School.  During the 11:00 am  
service, children ages 3 to 10 are  
encouraged to participate in our Godly  
Play Program, a Montessoiri-based  
method of Biblical Storytelling.   
Nursery care is provided for children  
under the age of 3.
5:00 pm Informal Candelight Communion

Weekdays
Tuesday 8:00 am Morning Prayer (Enter at 25 E. 35th St.)
Wednesday 12:15 pm Holy Communion
Friday 12:15 pm Holy Communion and Prayers for Healing

Landmark Building
Living Faith

Twenties and Thirties Activites
Active Outreach Programs
Ethics in Media Forum
Women’s and Men’s Groups
Bible Studies
Children’s Programs

Proud resident of Murray Hill for 20 

years specializing in co-op, condo, 

townhouse & investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
Vice President, 

Associate Broker 

212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate 
broker. Owned and operated by NRT LLC.
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The Park Avenue Malls are a beautiful sight for all to enjoy, 
beginning with the brilliant red tulips in the spring followed 
by magnolias, pink Kwanson Cherry blossoms and summer 
begonias. As the Holiday Season approaches, our spruce 
trees are adorned with sparkling white holiday lights.  A gi-
ant Menorah completes the holiday décor.  What a joy it is to 
have this ever-changing green, flowering ribbon highlight-
ing our community all year long!  

 Unlike the changing seasons, however, none of this happens 
naturally!  The Mall Planting and Maintenance Program is 
primarily funded by Patrons of Park Avenue (POPA), a gen-

erous and civic-minded group consisting of Park Avenue 
building owners, co-op boards, private contributors and the 
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association. 

When POPA was founded in 1983 by a committee of con-
cerned citizens presided over by Irma Worrell Fisher, Found-
ing Chair of POPA, each of the buildings that line Park Av-
enue was asked to contribute $1000 per year to underwrite 
the costs of seasonal plantings, iron fence repairs, tree re-
placement, maintenance and cleaning.  After almost thirty 
years, POPA finally asked this year that each of the buildings 
increase their annual support to $2000 per year. We have 
been gratified that most of the buildings have agreed to do 
so.  We are in the midst of our Annual Fundraising Cam-
paign now.  As of press time, the following buildings have 
sent us their support checks.  If you don’t see your building’s 
name among our Benefactor List, please urge your board of 
directors to join us in this vital endeavor.

BENEFACTOR ($2000/Year or More)
2 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue
23 Park Avenue
40 Park Avenue
45 Park Avenue
70 Park Avenue
90 Park Avenue
99 Park Avenue

PATRON  ($1000- $1999/Year)
48 Park Avenue
80 Park Avenue

UNDERWRITERS  (Up to $999/Year)
30 Park Avenue

For the first time this year, we have offered a group of indi-
viduals and businesses the opportunity to underwrite the 
cost of monthly cleanings so that our malls will remain clean 
as well as green.  The cost of that underwriting is $500.00 
per month.  If you are interested in becoming a “Gardener,” 
please contact  us.

GARDENERS*

June Tom Horan

July Church of the Incarnation,  
Murray Hill’s Landmark Church

August Phillip Greenberg, P.C. 
 Attorney located in the heart of Murray Hill 
 212-279-4550 
 Cheryl Greenberg 
 Coldwell Banker/A.C. Lawrence
 Murray Hill’s Premier Real Estate Agent
 917-620-2001 

September Sanford Hall Fine Carpeting
 200 Lexington Avenue
 212-684-4217

October Church Of Our Savior

November The Scandanavian House

December Bartow Insurance
 Providing All of Your Insurance Needs Since 1988
 800-570-8225

January Interiors By John Chadwick
 Fine Interior Design Since 1976  
 The Seven Park Avenue
 212-685-8900

February Metropolitan National Bank
 99 Park Avenue
 For All of Your Banking Needs

March AVAILABLE

April AVAILABLE

May AVAILABLE

Please help support this important greening and beautifi-
cation project in our community. For more information, 
please contact either John Chadwick, POPA Chairman, at 
212.685.8900; email: jchadwick@InteriorsByJohnChad-
wick.com or Irma Worrell Fisher, Founding Chairperson, 
at 212.685.2769; email iwfonpark@aol.com

*As of press time

Patrons of Park Avenue Keep Park Avenue Malls Thriving and Colorful All Year 
Long                                                                                                  By John Chadwick and Irma Worrell Fisher

Photos courtesy: Joe DiDomenico
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Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area.

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

Internal Medicine
Cardiology
Endocrinology
Physiatry
Rheumatology

Urology
Sports Medicine
Gastroenterology
Dermatology
Infectious Disease

Podiatry
Lipidology
Gynecology
Pain Management
Ophthalmology

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

317 East 34th Street 347 East 37th Street
New York, NY 10016

212-726-7400
A Commitment to Caring

Murray Hill Medical Group, PC

In keeping with our commitment to reach out to those who 
may not otherwise have a spiritual home for the High Hol-
idays -- and to welcome new members from Murray Hill 
and beyond -- MetroSynagogueNY is delighted to announce 
that we will open our arms to the community and will not 
be charging for tickets to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
services this year. Instead, attendees will have the option 
of making a voluntary contribution of $36 or more to the 
synagogue to support its rich roster of offerings. Contribu-
tions go toward cultural, educational, social and religious 
programming, including monthly Friday night dinners, 
concerts, literary events and more. We hope that newcomers 

will find a place at MetroSyna-
gogueNY for the holiday sea-
son as well as year round. 

Services will feature a full 
8-person choir, experienced 
guest Cantor Michael Niemann 
and the popular Jerry Brown. 
Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, Ph.D. 
will bring his 30 years experi-
ence to the services, and we are 
also delighted to welcome our 
new cantor, Nancy Bach. Can-
tor Bach has many years of ex-

Murray Hill’s MetroSynagogueNY Opens Its Doors for High Holidays          By Jenn Ray

perience and most recently served 
as cantor at a synagogue in Brook-
lyn Heights. A range of services 
will be offered and will appeal to a 
wide variety of worshippers. 

Rosh Hashana services will end 
with a walk to the East River for the 
New Year’s ritual of taschlich where 
participants cast breadcrumbs in 
the water, symbolizing the casting 
away of sins. Rabbi Plaut will blow 
the shofar. Yom Kippur will end with a spirited and hearty 
Break the Fast. 

To accommodate the large response we are experiencing 
from this offer, we are asking people to preregister by calling 
or emailing the synagogue office.  A copy of the confirma-
tion email from us will be required for admission on Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur. We are happy to welcome you 
to MetroSynagogueNY, an inclusive and warm communi-
ty. Seating is limited. For further information, please visit: 
http://metropolitansynagogue.org/worship.php#holydays.  
We can be reached by email at inquiries@metropolitansyna-
gogue.org or by telephone at (212) 679-8580.   Our address 
is 40 East 35th St (sanctuary) or 28 East 35th St. (office).

Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, Ph.D.

Cantor Nancy Bach
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Photos courtesy: Marion Weingarten

most important work you can do and 
I know where you got the idea!”  

The next concert will be October 
17th when Mr. Siegel will present The 
Golden Age to the Modern Break-
through, a program featuring piano 
compositions by the beloved Scan-
dinavians Jean Sibelius and Edvard 
Grieg, as well as others influenced by 
them. 

A musical prodigy from Chicago, he has lived on the Upper 
West Side since his student days at Juilliard.  He is married 
to Laura and has two children, Rachel, who is a graduate 
student in social work at Columbia, and Noah, who is re-
turning home from three years of study in Israel.  

A great favorite with Murray Hillers is the dinner and con-
cert combo – a three course dinner at Smorgas Restaurant 
and an engaging concert!  To learn more about Keyboard 
Conversations, please visit Mr. Siegel’s website: www.key-
boardconversations.com.  Tickets can be purchased through 
the Scandinavia House, 212-847-9745 or 212-779-3587.  

Now making his artistic home in New York at Scandinavia 
House’s Victor Borge Hall, the pianist Jeffrey Siegel has been 
delighting audiences from Murray Hill and far beyond with 
his brilliant concerts and illuminating discussions about the 
compositions he plays.  

Calling these concerts Keyboard Conversations, he discusses 
a composition, explains and plays pertinent passages, then 
presents the piece in its entirety.  He also treats the audience 
to some (sometimes juicy) details of the composer’s life, and 
at the end of the concert, invites those in attendance to ask 
questions – all to enrich their enjoyment of the classical mu-
sic he loves.

Mr. Siegel’s concerts have broad popular appeal, attracting 
both avid music lovers who wish to enhance their under-
standing of familiar works and newcomers to classical music 
who want to explore the world of music.  

Long a thrilling soloist performing with major orchestras 
throughout the United States and Europe, he was encour-
aged to expand his performances by none other than Leonard 
Bernstein, when in 1988 upon learning of Mr. Siegel’s early 
efforts in developing these programs told him, “This is the 

Jeffrey Siegel:  An International Star and a Murray Hill Treasure                   By Ellen Propp

On Friday evening, June 7th, 2013, at Saint Vartan Arme-
nian Cathedral, the 17th Precinct Community Council hon-
ored members of the New York City Police Department for 
meritorious and excellent police duty at its annual Commu-
nity/Police Appreciation Awards Ceremony and Reception. 
In addition, neighborhood associations within the 17th 
Precinct were singled out for their special and outstanding 
service to the community.  The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association was once again recognized, with President Di-
ane Bartow accepting the honor. 

17th Precinct Salutes Murray Hill  
Neighborhood Association     By Marion Weingarten

(L to r)Detective Frank Bogucki, Diane Bartow, and Deputy Inspec-
tor James Sheerin, Commanding Officer

Photo credit: Peter Schaaf

Photo courtesy of Marion Weingarten
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gic to anyone who 
was familiar with 
the story and the 
music. “Slaughter 
On Tenth Avenue”, 
ch ore o g r a ph e d 
by George Bal-
anchine, origi-
nally part of the 
Broadway classic 
“On Your Toes”, 
featured Maria 
Kowroski, who 
was perfect as the 
long legged strip-
per.  Richard Rogers would have been proud.

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Post	Office	Box	1897
Murray Hill Station
New York, NY  10156-1897

The first Sunday in 
May was the per-
fect time for MHNA 
members and their 
guests to spend at the 
New York City Ballet 
with Richard Rog-
ers and his music.  
We were fortunate to 
have Ashley Laracey, 
who was just pro-
moted from the corps 
to soloist, leading us  
in a pre-performance 
talk. To put icing on 
the cake, she recently became engaged to Troy Schumacher, 
also a member of the Company.  Ashley discussed her early 
years of schooling, the rigors of daily practice and rehears-
als, combating eating disorders and injuries.  We followed 
her onto center stage to view the enormity of the house and 
then backstage where the ballerinas were warming up at the 
barre before the day’s performance. The program began with 
“Thou Swell”, choreographed by Peter Martins, which  paid 
homage to the glamour of café society with glittering décor, 
sumptuous fashion and, of course, the romantic music of 
Richard Rogers.  “Carousel” (A Dance), choreographed by 
Christopher Wheeldon, was a tribute to the classic Broad-
way musical by Rogers and Hammerstein, which was nostal-

Salute To Richard Rogers: MHNA At The NYC Ballet                          By Marion Weingarten

Ashley Laracey
Ashley Laracey and Troy Schumacher

Photos courtesy: M
arion W

eingarten


