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Greater East Midtown Rezoning Update

Continued on page 12

On June 7, 2017, the New York City Planning Commission 
approved a modified version of the East Midtown Rezon-
ing, a major planning initiative proposed by Mayor de Bla-
sio, sponsored by City Council Member Dan Garodnick, 
and fine-tuned by the East Midtown Steering Committee. 
The bill is now with the New York City Council, and a pub-
lic hearing on this proposal was conducted by the Council 
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises on June 20. The 
Council may vote on this proposal as soon as the end of July. 
Read more on the NYC Council’s website: council.nyc.gov/
land-use/plans/greater-east-midtown-plan.

The goal of the zoning changes is to incentivize new devel-
opment in Midtown East in order to keep it as a Class A 
commercial area. This district is important to the City, as it 
represents 10% of the City’s tax base. With the zoning chang-
es, 16 new office buildings are projected, bringing an addi-
tional 26,000 more office workers to the area. This would 
address the problem cited by developers that current zoning 
rules prevent them from building in the area. The City has 
invested in the area’s transportation, improving East Mid-
town as an outstanding transit hub.

An important part of the proposal is that the buildings will be 
“as of right,” meaning that no notice to Community Boards 
or approvals will be required, although certain certifications 

will still be required. Other objectives are to have buildings 
that support City goals for greenhouse gas emissions and 
energy efficiency, to obtain more open space and transit im-
provements and to allow landmarked properties to transfer 
unused development rights throughout the district. In addi-
tion, the rezoning would increase the height and density for 
the “Pfizer Block” between 42nd and 43rd Street, from 3rd to 
2nd Avenue, where Pfizer world headquarters are currently 
located. Pfizer plans to sell the building and is expected to 
rent “more modern” offices in another part of Manhattan.
The planning initiative is an example of public-private part-
nership, and it asks private developers to provide transit and 
public realm improvements in exchange for zoning chang-
es that allow for more height and density. The 2015 zoning 
changes for the Vanderbilt Corridor were the first phase of 

Construction at One Vanderbilt Place.

Earth Day in Murray Hill
Earth Day in Murray Hill was productive with greening and 
beautification! The Merry Mulchers of Murray Hill got to-
gether on the morning of Saturday, April 22nd and spent a 
couple of pleasant hours beautifying our neighborhood.
Although rain threatened, it held off until later in the day. By 
the time the team finished, dozens of tree beds along Second 
and Third Avenues had been cleaned and new mulch had 
been put down. Even a few tree beds along some side streets 

were spruced up this year.

For the first time, there was a donation of mulch from the 
New York City Parks Department along with the usual sup-
ply brought in by Tony’s Greenery of Middle Village, NY. 
All in all, 80 bags of mulch were put into the tree beds in 
Murray Hill.

This year’s volunteers were:
Kelly Belford Anoop Punjabi
Jennifer Bridges Marilyn Ringel
Jon Harari Lisa Searing
Chips Lindenmeyer Cathy Spengel
Matt McKeon Leslie Strauss

  Paula Thompson

We extend our gratitude to all those who joined in this year! 
Murray Hill’s residents benefit from their efforts.

THANK YOU!!!

http://council.nyc.gov/land-use/plans/greater-east-midtown-plan
http://council.nyc.gov/land-use/plans/greater-east-midtown-plan
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Happy birthday to The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association as it begins 
its 57th year!
This is an important election year for our neighborhood. The following 
New York City positions are going to be voted on: Mayor, Public Advocate, 
Comptroller, Borough President, and both our City Council members. Our 
City Council members, Dan Garodnick and Rosie Mendez, have reached 
their term limits. When we needed their help, they were there for us. We 
thank them for their service to our community, and we wish them the best 
in their future endeavors. City Council members are extremely critical for 
the Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, and they assist us with a variety 
of issues. We will post on the website the list of all candidates that we know 
about and information about them. Most importantly, remember to vote! The 
primary election is September 12, and the General Election is November 7.
I hope you will join us on Thursday, October 5 for the MHNA annual meet-
ing. We will review what is going on in the neighborhood and hope to intro-
duce you to the candidates for the election. We will also have quality of life 
sessions, and we would like to hear from you.
In August we surveyed our members to find out your greatest concerns for 
the Murray Hill Neighborhood. We also want to know what you think can 
be done to improve the quality of life in the neighborhood. If you haven’t 
completed the survey, please do so! We will announce the results at the an-
nual meeting.
This has been a very challenging year for the Association. We have faced 
many problems and concerns. I sincerely want to thank the trustees and vol-
unteers who have dedicated themselves to helping resolve the problems. In-
volved members and residents are what make Murray Hill a highly desirable 
community.
We are hard at work at greening, preservation and design, communications, 
quality of life issues, public safety, keeping Murray Hill clean, helping the 
Murray Hill businesses and nonprofit organizations, and so much more. If 
you enjoy planting, planning events and care about the issues, join one of the 
MHNA committees. 
We hope you had a wonderful summer, filled with special Murray Hill mo-
ments, and hope you will join us at the October 5 annual meeting.
See you there!

News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association
Fred Arcaro, President

Construction for Sheldon Solow’s building, 685 First Avenue, at East 39th 
Street, is on schedule. As of this writing, the construction has reached 37 
stories of the planned 42 stories. 
There is no starting date yet for Mr. Solow’s other big project planned for the 
space on the east side of First Avenue at 39th Street, where there is a large 
empty lot. Nothing is expected for two or three years.
The MTA Bridges and Tunnels Authority has accelerated the repair work of 
the Queens Midtown Tunnel, and as a result, the project is ahead of sched-

http://
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A Great Day for Murray Hill! 
by Tom Horan, VP, MHNA & Street Festival Chair

Neighborhood volunteers came out in full force on Satur-
day, June 3rd to make our Murray Hill Street Fair a resound-
ing success.
Mother Nature cooperated and provided us with picture-
perfect weather for our event. This was the largest and best 
attended Street Fair in recent memory! 
Many of the vendors were first-time attendees and they pro-

Continued on page 5

ule. The accelerated schedule is expected to reduce the time 
to complete the first phase of the project (the Manhattan-
bound north tube and the exit plazas) by six months. The 
second phase of the project, repair of the Queens-bound 
south tube, will begin when the north tube is completed. 
Ongoing weeknight and weekend tube closures will con-
tinue for the duration of the project. During these closures 
one tube will remain open with two-way traffic. Signage and 
New York Police Department traffic enforcement agents will 
help direct motorists.
There will be two MECA Street Fairs this year. The first 
street fair will take place on August 25 on 41st Street between 
3rd and Lexington Avenues, and the second will be held on 
October 27 on 43rd Street, also between 3rd and Lexington.
Ever since Hurricane Sandy, NYU Langone Medical Center 
has had a trailer containing two MRI units at the south-east 
corner of East 38th Street near the river. These MRI units 
replaced units from the main medical building that were 
damaged due to the flooding that occurred as a result of the 
storm. NYU Medical Center has informed us that the MRI 
trailer will be removed by May 2018, allowing restoration of 
the original two-direction traffic pattern.
The New York City Planning Commission has approved the 
long awaited East Midtown Rezoning plan and has sent it 
on to the City Council. A vote is expected as early as July. 
The new zoning, which primarily affects areas north of 39th 
Street and west of 3rd Avenue, would have little effect on the 
Manhattan East area, from 3rd Avenue to the river and from 
40th Street to 34th Street. 

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures with Cash Position

Fiscal Year Ended February 28, 2017
(Unaudited for Management Purposes Only)

Cash, March 1, 2016 $ 30,930

Revenues
Administration  21
Block Party  10,237
Community Services  18,500
Greening  59,625
Membership Services  35,871
Preservation and Design  5,977
Prepaid Expenses  8,478
Exchanges  60
Total Revenues $ 138,769

Expenditures
Administration  12,763
Block Party  1,358
Greening  70,908
Membership Services  27,461
Preservation and Design  4,687
Prepaid Expenses  5,000
Total Expenditures $ 122,177

Cash, February 28, 2017 $ 47,522The popular book table at the Murray Hill Street Festival.

vided abundant choices for throngs of shoppers. We were 
able to get more Murray Hill vendors at the Fair this year 
than ever before. As the time approaches for the next Street 
Fair, watch for announcements and details on how you can 
participate. This is a great way to advertise your business 
and increase your name recognition throughout the area.
For the second year in a row, we were able to offer Fair Spon-
sorships to local businesses and organizations. This year we 
extend our heartfelt appreciation to the following organiza-
tions for their generous sponsorship:

7 Park Avenue Residents
20 Park Avenue Residents
41 Park Avenue Residents
77 Park Avenue Residents
141 East 33rd Street Residents
Eugene A. Bartow Insurance Agency
Fiona Dumas, Realtor, Compass Real Estate
Interiors by John Chadwick
Kalvig and Shorter Veterinary Associates
Lovett Property Management
Metropolitan Commercial Bank
Villa Berulia Restaurant

THANK YOU, ONE AND ALL!!!
This was the third year for the Flea Market Finds table. There 
were many lovely articles of artwork, jewelry, household 
goods, and novelty items to browse through. The Flea Mar-

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level 
I have indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple

o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)

o $25 Young Professional (to age 40)

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _______________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Second Name (couples) _________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Address __________________________________ Apt  _______

City _______________________State _____ Zip _____________

Home Phone __________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ______________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897



Individual/Couple
Ken Adell
Joshua Altshuler
Katie Fernandes
Roberta Gitomer
Maria Graber
Jackie Gussin
Joan Hipp
Mark Hipp
Ed Kesicki
Maricela Kesicki
Tyler Kline
Atul Kulkar
Lane Kulkar

Peter Liptrot
Alicia Littman
Meeta Manglani
Mark McGreevy
Eric Mendelsohn
Leah Metcalf
Dustin Mommen
Jaclyn Mommen
Gabriela Neves
Conlan Olberding
Scott Pimentel
Andre Reichenstein
Melissa Sader

Stephen Schulman
Louise Schulman
Leslie Oakladek Seff
Sue Seifman
Burt Selfman
Allegra Snyder
Marti Speranza
Glenn Valentine
Leon Vas
Barry Weeks
Anamaria Wilson

Please visit the website for details about business members.

Join or Renew Online
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org and click Join 

Keep up-to-date with neighborhood events and issues!  
Get involved!

Our Warmest Welcome to New Members

Changes to the Trustees
Carey Davidson, Deborah Farone and Melissa Givey 
have resigned as trustees. The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association is very appreciative of their contributions to 
the Association’s mission and the work they have done 
in programs for our business members, and the MHNA 
Facebook page as well as fundraising from companies that 
have been doing movie shoots in the neighborhood. Our 
warmest thanks to them!

Business/Nonprofit
Fiona Dumas, Compass
Egads Computer & AV Rental
EverGuide Financial Group
Fine & Rare Restaurant

Grand Central Neighborhood
Modern Pinball NYC
Pershing Square Café
Julie Perlin, Stribling & Associates
as of 6/23/2017

New Names for Business Member 
Categories

Membership categories for business members have been 
changed so that the names are more descriptive. There are 
now three business member categories: 
Small Business or Nonprofit (1-9 employees/sole practitio-
ner) $60 per year
Medium-Sized Business or Nonprofit (10-24 employees) 
$100 per year
Large Business or Nonprofit (more than 25 employees) 
$250 per year
Please visit our website for a full description of the bene-
fits for each category. It is easy to join the MHNA online at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org/join. 

Minor Bishop Celebrates his 90th Birthday!

Longtime Murray Hill Neighbor-
hood Association member and 
former trustee, architect Minor 
Bishop recently celebrated his 90th 
birthday in the company of a few 
close friends. Minor is well known 
in the neighborhood for his knowl-
edgeable descriptions of the archi-
tecture and history of Murray Hill, 
which he shared with neighbor-
hood residents and visitors when 
he was a walking tour guide. A vid-

eo of one of his walks and his lovely drawings of Murray Hill 
buildings compiled in a book, Sketching on Murray Hill, 
are for sale at www.murrayhillnyc.org, benefitting MHNA’s 
Preservation & Design Committee.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/directory/default_merchants.cfm?clientID=11037&subsection=directory&ThisPage=directory
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=9932&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar&thispage=join
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/news/articles/article_detail.cfm?QID=9932&clientID=11037&topicID=0&subsection=sidebar&thispage=join
http://merchant2.videotex.net/common/subscriptions/subscribe.cfm?clientID=11037&ThisPage=Join
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/catalog/stdtemplate/stdtemplate.cfm?StdTemplate_SystemPID=420914&VendorID=29&ClientID=11037
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/catalog/stdtemplate/stdtemplate.cfm?StdTemplate_SystemPID=420914&VendorID=29&ClientID=11037
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/catalog/stdtemplate/stdtemplate.cfm?StdTemplate_SystemPID=419806&VendorID=29&ClientID=11037
http://murrayhillnyc.org
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JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188
917-854-6055

joanndkaplan@gmail.com

Great Day for Murray Hill  continued from page 3

The Snarks at the Murray Hill Street Festival.

90 EAST 42ND STREET AT PARK AVENUE
(ACROSS FROM GRAND CENTRAL STATION)

NEW YORK CITY 10017
(212) 286-9600

ket was, once again, a resounding success, and many people 
walked away with beautiful and unique items.
We were most fortunate to welcome actors once again from 
two local theater groups: The Amateur Comedy Club and 
The Snarks. They were dressed in period-appropriate garb 
and played the parts of famous past residents of the neigh-
borhood. Mary Murray (of Murray Hill fame), General Wil-
liam Howe (commander of the losing side of the Revolu-
tionary War), Andy Warhol, J.P. Morgan, and others joined 
the festivities. It was a real treat to have one’s picture taken 
with Mr. Morgan! Our thanks to the many actors and we 
hope they will be able to join us again next year.
None of this activity is possible without the dedication of 
many volunteers. Those who came to help set up and take 
down our equipment or take shifts at the various Associa-
tion tables are what make this all work. We would like to 
single out The Carlton Regency apartment co-op for grant-
ing us space to store donated books and flea market items. 
We are grateful to Superintendent Robert Holmes and his 
management and staff for their assistance and generosity.
It was a really great day to be a “Murray Hill-er” and we are 
ready to start planning for next year’s event.
See you next June!

Important Election Dates

This is an “off cycle” election year with no state-wide or fed-
eral offices up for election, but we have two City Council 
members, Dan Garodnick and Rosie Mendez, who have 
reached their term limits, and their seats will be open. In 
addition, there will be two state constitutional amendments 
to vote on, and a question. Mark your calendars for these 
election dates!
September 12 Primary Election
October 13 Deadline to register to vote for the General 

Election. You also must notify the Board 
of Elections if your address has changed. 
Board of Elections website: vote.nyc.ny.us

November 7 General Election

Flags on 40th Street at the entrance to the Park Avenue Viaduct.

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
mailto:joanndkaplan%40gmail.com?subject=
http://vote.nyc.ny.us/html/home/home.shtml
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Updates for the Construction Projects in Murray Hill
Updates for the public construction projects in Murray Hill 
are posted on the MHNA website in the Traffic Change Up-
dates section. For the most current news, please visit www.
murrayhillnyc.org.
Pershing Square West Renovation
The Pershing Square West renovation project, which began in 
Spring 2014, is expected to be completed by the end of 2017. 
This project is managed by the New York City Department 
of Design & Construction. The work includes new trunk 
and distribution water main pipes, sewers, streetscape, street 
lighting, traffic signals, manholes, chambers, catch basins, hy-
drants, roadway reconstruction, construction of a pedestrian 
plaza at Park Avenue West from East 41st Street to East 42nd 
Street and planting of trees. 
Park Avenue Tunnel Renovation
The Park Avenue Tunnel project will be completed in phases 
and will provide much needed structural, electrical, mechan-
ical and fire protection improvements. Construction began 
in January 2017, and the work is expected to continue for ap-
proximately 24 months. NYC DOT will invest $24 million in 
this enterprise.
Work hours are weeknights 9pm to 6am, and weekends 9pm 
Friday night through 6am Monday. During this time the tun-
nel will be closed to traffic.
The NYCDOT is taking every measure to ensure that incon-
veniences during construction are kept to a minimum. Noise 
levels will be continuously monitored so that they do not 
exceed the levels established by NYC Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. Noise reducing blankets will be used 
during night time construction at the entrance and exit to the 
tunnel.
Queens Midtown Tunnel Renovation
The roadway rehabilitation of Exit Plaza lanes on the Man-
hattan side of the Queens Midtown Tunnel is expected to be 
completed during the summer. 
Work continues inside the tubes to repair damages from the 

flooding that occurred during Hurricane Sandy. Work on the 
North tube was completed in July, and work is now being 
done in the South Tube. Nightly and weekend tube closures 
will continue. During these closures one tube will remain 
open with two-way traffic.

East Side Access Project
The East Side Access Project is managed by Metropolitan 
Transit Authority Capital Construction. The site at 37th Street 
and Park Avenue will continue to be used intermittently for 
material and concrete deliveries through the project comple-
tion in 2022. In coordination with City agencies and Con 
Edison, and at the appropriate times, the ESA project will 
complete the necessary utility work and restore the street and 
sidewalk. They will continue to provide updates and notifica-
tions to the community in advance of all work. 

Proposed MTA Emergency Ventilation Project
The proposed Emergency Ventilation Project is being man-
aged by the Metropolitan Transit Authority/New York City 
Transit. The purpose of the EVP is to provide mechanical 
ventilation in case of an emergency evacuation of subway 
passengers if there is fire or smoke in the tunnel of the Lex-
ington Avenue Subway (4, 5 and 6 lines) between the 33rd 
Street and 42nd Street subway stations. This stretch of track 
currently lacks this safety equipment. 

Several planning documents for this project have being is-
sued, with opportunities for public comment. The Draft 
Scoping Document (DSD) was published and a public meet-
ing was held in 2016. A Final Scoping Document was issued, 
including responses to the comments.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement was published, 
and a public hearing took place on April 5, 2017. The Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was released in July 
2017. As a result of the NYCT’s analysis and review of all of the 
comments from the public and elected officials, NYCT has 
concluded that Site 12, located on Park Avenue’s northbound 
side between East 36th and East 38th Street is the agency’s 
preferred site. It is most likely to minimize significant ad-
verse effects and impacts during construction and operation. 
Check the MHNA website for the most current news.

Construction at Park Avenue and 33rd Street.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://murrayhillnyc.org
http://murrayhillnyc.org
http://web.mta.info/mta/planning/EmergVent-Lex/final-EIS.htm
http://web.mta.info/mta/planning/EmergVent-Lex/final-EIS.htm
http://murrayhillnyc.org
http://modernpinballnyc.com
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A Grateful Thank You to Our Silent Auction Donors!

The 2017 Silent Auction was one of the many highlights of 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Street Festival 
which was held on Saturday, June 3rd. We are very grateful 
to our donors for their continued generosity and support. 
The Silent Auction would not have been possible without 
the hard work and devotion of Tom Horan, Marion Wein-
garten and Marisa Bulzone. Special thanks to Estelle Meis-
ter, Linda Froccaro, Erlinda Nelson and Fran Halper. 
The following is a list of donors:

305 Fitness
Ageonics Medical
Arafine Inc.
Barry’s Bootcamp
Ballet Slippers Spa
Bon Bon Salon
Bravest Bar
Brooklyn Bridge Bootcamp
Capital Genealogy
Churchill Tech Support
Deja Vu Barber Shop
Eliot Kaplan, Esq.
Eneslow Shoes & Orthotics
Eyes on Madison
Fine & Rare
Guy & Gallard
Hi Five Sports
Hill and Bay
Iberostar, 70 Park Avenue Hotel
Joanne Kaplan, Professional Organizer 
Jonathan Services
Joseph Askinasi, Chiropractic Orthopedist 
Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associates
Knockout Renovation
Makeup by Shibani
Modern Pinball 
Mulligan’s Pub
Murray Hill Diner
Park Avenue Tavern
Pasteur Pharmacy
Petersen Chiropractic
Rossini’s Restaurant
Scandinavia House
Shelburne NYC, an Affinia Hotel
Sky Gem Corp.
Smorgas Chef
Soldiers’ Sailors’ Marines’ Coast Guard & Airmen’s Club
The Snarks at the Amateur Comedy Club
The William
Vega Restaurant
Villa Berulia Restaurant
Winfield Flynn
Zuma

And the follow-
ing gave it their 
all to make the 
Festival a suc-
cess. They are Di-
ane Bartow, Matt 
Roberts, Anoop 
Punjabi, Barbara 
Sagan, Ellen Im-
bimbo, Susan Demmet, Stein Barre, Marshall Wise, Shibani 
Gambhir, Irma Fisher, Elaine Silber, Eliot Kaplan, Lisa Sear-
ing, Nancy Sheran, Enid Klass, Lance Zakin and Paula Gil-
liam, together with her helpers, bakers and those who do-
nated to Baker’s Secret.
Special thanks must also go to the volunteers who tirelessly 
contributed their time to the Festival.  They are Robin Fi-
field, Matt McKeon, Ron Berthel, Sherry Frier, Diane Mc-
Gurrin, Lee Davis, Marilyn Ringel, Nina and Ted Liebman, 
Carol Shine, Bonnie Dorsky, Gail Lott, Catherine Spengel, 
Carol Bernheim, Barbara Giesler, Britt Smith, Lucille Bass, 
Paula Thompson, Robin Garr, Sami Steigmann, and Sandy 
Driesen.

Savy shoppers signing up at the Silent Auction

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Business Networking Event and Panel Discussion: Your Restaurant, Your Neighbor

 ESTELLE MEISTER
 Licensed Associate RE Broker

 917-450-3090
 212-350-2275
 emeister@elliman.com

A long-term resident
of Murray Hill - Real Estate Professional 

specializing in Coops,
Condos, Townhouses and Investment 

properties in Murray Hill and 
throughout the City.

IF YOU WANT THE BEST - CALL ME

The Murray Hill business networking event took place on 
July 12. This event, hosted by Covina at the Park South Hotel, 
included a panel discussion, “Your Restaurant, Your Neigh-
bor,” and also gave Murray Hill businesses an opportunity to 
network. Panelists were Murray Hill Neighborhood Associ-
ation business members, representing a cross-section of old 
and new, large and small Murray Hill restaurants, from all 
over the neighborhood. The panelists were Eddie Bergman 
from Hill & Bay, Nancy Cushman from Covina, Steve Ol-
sen from Dock’s Oyster Bar, and Tommy Tardie from Fine & 
Rare. Moderator Lilli Seidman Davis asked the participants 
questions about their businesses, challenges and customers 
and there was time for questions from the audience as well.
The MHNA is very grateful to Covina for providing us with 
breakfast at their private meeting space at 127 East 27th 
Street. We also thank Egads AV and Computer Rental for 
providing audio-visual equipment and raffle donors Blue 
Nan Nan Nails, Pershing Square Café and Sachi Asian Bis-
tro. These sponsorships and donations make it possible to 
provide free business networking events.
The Business Networking Events are organized by the 
MHNA Business Committee, co-chaired by Lilli Seidman 

Davis and Michael-Ann Rowe. The mission of the Business 
Committee is to help Murray Hill businesses thrive. Look 
for the upcoming business networking events in the bi-
weekly Upcoming Events eblasts and on the MHNA website 
calendar.

Correction 
In the article “Bravest on 38th—Ever Changing, Ever the 
Same” which was in the Spring 2017 Murray Hill Life, the 
first paragraph should state: “Larry Fitzpatrick and three 
friends” opened Suspenders… instead of “Larry Fitzgerald 
and two friends”.

www.appliedjudaism.org
mailto:emeister%40elliman.com?subject=
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Autumn Greetings to Murray Hill’s 
wonderful Pets and People!

Tom Miller’s talk, “Lost Treasures of Murray Hill,” presented 
on April 2nd was a rousing success. A sell-out crowd at the 
Center for Applied Judaism on 39th Street heard Tom tell 
tales of Old New York and our neighborhood’s most promi-
nent buildings. Tom’s lecture highlighted exceptional build-
ings like the 34th Street Armory, the Murray Hill Hotel and 
the Havemeyer Mansion, buildings which once graced our 
area, but were lost to the wrecking ball. The lecture was very 
timely, as the Preservation & Design Committee continues 
to do its work to extend landmark protection to more of the 
historic buildings in Murray Hill. Potential redevelopment 
would put many historic buildings at risk, thus highlighting 
the importance of the work of the P&D Committee.
Tom is an author whose architectural blog, A Daytonian 
in Manhattan, details the history of exceptional buildings 
throughout Manhattan. He writes one blog per day on one 
building, every day except Sunday. You will find over 70 en-
tries for buildings in Murray Hill on his blog. His book, Seek-
ing New York: The Stories Behind the Historic Architecture of 
Manhattan-One Building at a Time, is available on Amazon.
This event was organized by The Murray Hill Neighborhood 

The Lost Treasures of Murray Hill Came to Life in a Talk by Tom Miller

Association’s P&D Committee. The ticket revenue from the 
event will help pay for research and filing costs of applying 
for landmark protection for Murray Hill buildings. We want 
to give special thanks to Trader Joe’s who provided us with 
a wonderful array of cheeses and crackers for the reception 
after the lecture as well as the Center for Applied Judaism 
who provided the space in their lovely historic townhouse. 
We look forward to more events like this in the future.

Tom Miller lecturing on the lost treaures of Murray Hill.

Insurance and Risk Management

Your Trusted Insurance Advisor
Providing a broad array of products and services

9 East 37th Street

New York, NY 10016

212-683-2622

www.globalcoverage.com

Email: info@globalcoverage.com

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.kalvigandshorter.com
http://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/
http://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/
http://www.globalcoverage.com
mailto:info%40globalcoverage.com?subject=
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Gallery35 At Community’s 2017-2018 Season

THE RIGHT BROKER MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN MURRAY HILL
As a long established Murray Hill broker, I have represented both buyers and sellers and recently closed 
over 54 transactions in the neighborhood. I am a resident of Murray Hill and understand what makes it 
unique and desirable. My in-depth knowledge enables me to offer an exceptional level of service coupled 
with integrity. It would be my pleasure to assist you with any of your real estate needs.

UPTOWN 212 570 2440 · CHELSEA 212 243 4000 · TRIBECA 212 941 8420 · BROOKLYN 718 208 1900 · STRIBLING.COM

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Julie S. Perlin
Member, President’s Circle 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
M 917 414 7653  
jperlin@stribling.com

SPECIALTIES
Townhouses
Co-ops
Condos
1031 Exchanges and Investment Property

The artists of Gallery35 At Community have been busy plan-
ning some exciting exhibits for 2017-2018. In September and 
October, Windows and Doorways will be presented with a 
reception on September 16th. The Hear Our Voices exhibit, 
featuring art inspired by social justice concerns, is scheduled 
in November and December with a reception on December 
2nd. RED can be seen in January and February. The recep-
tion for this exhibit is on February 10th. Form and Formless 
in May and June will have two receptions, on May 12th and 
June 9th. Also in the lineup are two-person exhibits Rick 
Perez/Yolande Heljnen in March and Pat Gericke/Denise 
Fryburg in April, with a reception on April 14th. All recep-
tions are from 6-8pm.
The gallery, located at 30 East 35th Street, is now using the 
name Gallery35 At Community to reflect its relationship 
with Community Church of New York, Unitarian-Univer-
salist. The current gallery has been operating as an artist col-
lective since 2004 with members from both the church and 
the larger community, including several Murray Hill artists.
Their exhibits may be viewed at artist receptions and by ap-
pointment. The artists of Gallery35 At Community wish to 
thank their neighbors in Murray Hill for their continued 
support. They look forward to seeing you at their 2017-2018 
events. 

Visit their website www.gallery35nyc.com to learn about the 
artists and to stay informed about upcoming gallery activi-
ties during their 2017-2018 exhibit season.

Details of art featured in 2017-2018 exhibits: Pat Garbarini, RED; John 
Devaney, Hear Our Voices; Yolande Heljnen, Windows & Doorways; Rick 
Perez, Form & Formless.

Urban art in Murray Hill at 154 East 33rd Street.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://gallery35nyc.com
http://stribling.com
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Pershing Square Café a New Member!

The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association is very pleased 
to welcome Pershing Square Café as a new business member 
in the large-sized business category. Located at 90 East 42nd 
Street, across from Grand Central under the Park Avenue 
viaduct, the café serves American comfort food in a quintes-
sential New York setting. 
You can go there for breakfast, lunch, happy hour, dinner 
and weekend brunch. They are open Monday to Friday from 
7am-10:30pm; happy hour is from 4-6pm, and on Saturday 
and Sunday from 8am-10pm. They deliver for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner through Seamless and Grubhub.
Pershing Square Café offers a 10% discount to MHNA mem-
bers for dinner any time after 6pm.
The Café is well suited for larger events. They require a mini-
mum of 150 guests per event.
Telephone:  212-286-9600.
Contact:
Katie McShane, General Manager, Pershing Square
katiemcshane@pershingsquare.com

The Collectors Club at 22 East 35th Street will begin the 
ninth year of its popular Youth Stamp Club in September. 
Youngsters in Grades 4 and up are welcome. No previous 
knowledge or experience with stamps is necessary; begin-
ners are welcome. The program and all materials are free. 
Stamp Club activities will show youngsters how much fun 
this hobby can be and the adventures on which it can take 
them. Participants will learn to identify stamps from around 
the world and select those with subjects that interest them. 
Meetings are held at the Collectors Club from 10 to 11:30 am, 
usually the third Saturday of the month. The dates for the 
2017-2018 school year are: September 23, October 28, No-
vember 18, December 16, January 20, February 17, March 17, 
April 21 and May 19.
In September, the Club will begin its sixth year of a program 
for adults who are interested in stamp collecting. This free 
program is aimed at people new to stamp collecting as well 
as those who have done it in the past and wish to return 
to this activity. In addition, those who are curious about 
“Granpa’s old stamp album that I found in the attic” are also 
encouraged to join in. Information, encouragement and 
guidance are the goals; nothing is offered for sale.  
Stamp collecting can be an absorbing, challenging and 

Collectors Club Schedule for 2017-2018 Free Youth and Adult Stamp Programs

creative hobby, as 
well as a peaceful 
interlude in a stress-
ful day. There are 
myriad subjects and 
themes to discover.  
The first two meet-
ings will be Septem-
ber 23 and November 18 at the Collectors Club. Additional 
dates will be announced later.
For information or to register for either program, email to 
info@collectorsclub.org or call 212-683-0559. Space is lim-
ited so early registration is advisable for both programs.

Youngsters learning about stamp collecting.

Pershing Square Cafe received The Municipal Arts Society’s 1999 
Preservation Award recognizing outstanding examples of building 
restoration.

NICOLE MIGEON 
ARCHITECT

INTERIOR DESIGN
ARCHITECTURE

CUSTOM MILLWORK
ART CONSULTING

LIGHTING

35 W 38TH ST, LOFT 3E  
NEW YORK, NY 10018
WWW.MIGEONARCHITECT.COM
(212) 253-2820

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:katiemcshane%40pershingsquare.com?subject=
mailto:info%40collectorsclub.org?subject=
http://migeonarchitect.com
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Rezoning Update  continued from page 1

this planning initiative, making possible the construction 
now in progress at 1 Vanderbilt Place. It will be the 2nd or 
3rd tallest building in NYC when completed, with a pedes-
trian plaza and transit improvements at that site.
At the June 20th public hearing, representatives from the 
many stakeholders were present: CPC, Metropolitan Transit 
Authority, Department of Transit, City Council, Commu-
nity Boards 5 and 6, community groups, business groups, 
labor groups, property owners, transit groups and others. 
Community groups were most concerned about loss of light 
and air due to the greater height and density of the project-
ed new buildings and preservation of existing public open 
spaces such as Greenacre Park on 51st Street.
Owners of landmarked buildings support the ability to 
transfer unused development rights to new development 
throughout the district. This would provide funds to main-
tain their buildings. They requested some changes to the de-
tails of how to calculate the value of the rights. 
The transit improvements specified in the proposal, such as 
wider stairs, escalators, elevators and new subway entrances 
are expected to be done by developers for buildings near 
transit stations. Other improvements would be for safety 
and would be done by the DOT. DOT is also working on a 

plan to deal with the expected increase in traffic from having 
more people in the area.
Open space improvements would be expanded sidewalks, 
more plazas and “shared streets,” the City’s initiative to carve 
out street space not only for cars, but also for pedestrians, 
seating and other purposes. Some building owners asked for 
further analysis of the impact of the proposed pedestrian 
plazas on traffic, deliveries to buildings, accessibility, and the 
ability of first-responders to get to the buildings adjacent to 
pedestrian plazas. 
Council Members are concerned about the administration 
of the fund for public realm improvements, and asked that 
the proposal have very concise language describing how and 
when the funds must be used. They want it to be separate 
from the City’s general fund. Money for most of the above-
ground improvements would come from the fund, although 
it is not clear if the amount expected to go into the fund 
would cover the desired improvements. The proposal does 
not have any provision for the City to put seed money into 
the fund or to cover any shortfalls. 
Council Members at the hearing expressed concern about 
the up-zoning of the “Pfizer” block. The CPC’s position is 
that this is a correction to previously incorrect zoning.
Representatives of the City Club of New York, a group that 
advocates for thoughtful urban land use policy for all New 
Yorkers, stated that the need for the zoning changes and new 
office space has not been fully proved by the CPC. 
It was clear at the hearing that there are still several areas 
that need further analysis and clarification, but a vote is ex-
pected very soon.

Be Informed!
If you are not getting our emails,  

please sign up at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org

Scroll down the Also Happening column past the 
flowers or send us an email at  

info@murrayhillnyc.org

The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association 

is on Instagram!
Follow us to view photos of the neighborhood 

and recent events and announcements  
about upcoming Murray Hill activities. 

And, don’t forget to tag us in your  
Murray Hill-inspired photos.

@murrayhillnyc

BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:dgbar@msn.com
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Sunday at the Ballet                                                                                                             by Marion Weingarten

Members of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
and their guests had the pleasure of returning to the Koch 
Theater on May 7th to meet Ashley Laracey, a soloist with 
the NYC Ballet. We found Ashley to be very engaging as she 
told us about her life as a dancer. Her earliest training was 
in the Russian technique but as an apprentice dancer with 
the Company in 2002 she had to learn the Balanchine tech-
nique. Asked about her favorite choreographer she confided 
it was George Balanchine, of course. 
Unfortunately due to a leg injury in 2004 she was out for 
one year. It subsequently took her five years of hard work 
to get back to her previous level. Happily she was promoted 
to a soloist in 2013 and is presently juggling her dancing life 
with that of a student at Fordham University.  She will be 
graduating in 2018. She is the wife of Troy Schumacher, also 
a dancer with the Company. 
After a peek backstage we were ready for the day’s five bal-
lets.
Jeu de Cartes with music by Igor Stravinsky and choreogra-
phy by Peter Martins opened with a poker table as a back-
drop and the dancers dressed as playing cards. The dancers 
were fast moving, as is typical of the NYC Ballet.
After the Rain Pas de Deux with music by Arvo Part and 
choreography by Christopher Wheeldon was a joy to behold 
and by far my favorite of the day’s program. Maria Kowroski 
and Ask la Cour were mesmerizing as a couple expressing 
yearning and desire. The audience responded with a stand-

ing ovation and the pair took many curtain calls.
The next two ballets were choreographed by two members 
of the NYC Ballet. For Clara was the offering by Lauren 
Lovett, (the newest female principal and her first with the 
Company) to the music by Robert Schumann with costumes 
by Narciso Rodriguez. Peter Walker, a corps de ballet mem-
ber, offered us ten in seven to the music of Thomas Kikta 
with costumes by Jason Wu.  
The final ballet, Odessa, with music by Leonid Desyatnikov 
and choreography by Alesxei Ratmansky, is based on Isaac 
Babel’s tales of Jewish gangsters in Odessa after the Russian 
Revolution. The music score ranges from tango to klezmer. 
The time period of the ballet suggests a period piece but the 
eighteen person work turned out to be contemporary and, 
unlike most of Ratmansky’s ballets, unremittingly dark. It 
was both haunting and exciting.  

Ashley Laracey, NYC Ballet soloist, giving our members a tour backstage at 
the Koch Theater.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://knockoutrenovation.com


Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

Exhibits: 
Henry James and American Painting, Through September 10. 
Approximately 60 paintings, drawings, watercolors, sculptures, 
photos, manuscripts, letters and printed books from two 
dozen American and British museums highlight James’ close 
friendships with the most important expatriate American artists 
of his era. It is the first museum exhibit to explore the interaction 
between these friendships and his literary work.
This Ever New Self: Thoreau and His Journal, through September 
10. This comprehensive exhibit, with nearly 100 items devoted to 
Thoreau, marks the 200th anniversary of his birth. The exhibit 
centers on the journal he kept throughout his life, with over 20 
notebooks on display along with letters, manuscripts, books from 
his library, pressed plants, his only 2 posed photos, his desk and 
other artifacts.
Poussin, Claude and French Drawing in the Classical Age, through 
October 8. More than 50 drawings from the Morgan’s collection 
illustrate the dual interests in classicism and naturalism in 17th 
century France, when French artists rose to prominence at 
home and abroad. During this time Louis XII and Louis XIV 
were patrons of the arts and established academies to teach and 

study drawing.
Magnificent Gems: Medieval Treasure Bindings, September 8, 2017 
to January 7, 2018. Very few of these elaborate book covers have 
survived. However, some of the finest are in the Morgan. Included 
in the exhibit are examples with star sapphires, diamonds, 
emeralds, pearls and garnets. Also featured are illuminated 
manuscripts and printed books.
The Morgan’s expanded roster of public programs includes 
lectures, concerts, gallery talks, films, family and special events. 
For details see their website: www.themorgan.org, or call 212-
685-0008. On Friday evenings The Morgan is open until 9pm, 
and admission is FREE from 7-9pm. Enjoy lunch or a light snack 
at the Morgan Café or in the more formal Dining Room, and visit 
the museum shop. 

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building, 476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

Exhibits:
Drawn From the Clouds: Mid-Century Airline Pictorial Maps, 
through September 11. Featured are examples from the Library’s 
1800 pictorial maps focusing on print ads by commercial airlines 
during the first half of the 20th century and postcards from the 
1940’s to advertise “La Guardia Field.”

Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, Ongoing. Large wall panels with photos, 
texts, objects and videos showing the history, vast collections, 
services and users of the NYPL’s Branch and Research Libraries.

Programs:
Live From the NYPL: Lectures, discussions with prominent experts 
in many fields. Discounts for seniors and students. For schedule, 
prices and tickets visit www.nypl.org/live, 1-888-718-4253. Enter 
on 42nd Street.

NYPL Digitizes Complete Jewish Oral History Transcripts. 2250 
Interviews with Jewish notables, by the American Jewish 
Committee. http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-
committee.

Free tours of the 42nd Street Library, Monday-Saturday, 11am & 
2pm; Sunday at 2pm. Or self-guided audio tour. 917-275-6975, 
www.nypl.org/schwarzman; www.nypl.org/events/programs. 

Also visit SIBL (Science, Industry and Business Library) at 188 
Madison Avenue at 34th Street. Their programs include talks on 
finance, careers, etc. The Mid-Manhattan Library at 455 Fifth 
Avenue (40th Street) is CLOSED FOR RENOVATION. Their books 
and programs have been moved to other neighborhood libraries.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building

From September-June CUNY Graduate Center presents a wide 
range of public programs: concerts, lectures, plays, screenings and 
art exhibits with leaders in diverse fields. Many of these activities 
are free, but for advance details and discounts, become a member 
for $50 a year and support a wonderful NYC neighborhood 
cultural institution. Telephone 212-817-7130, www.gc.cuny.
edu/membership. For Public Programs call 212-817-8215; www.
gc.cuny.edu. 
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Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

http://www.themorgan.org/
http://www.nypl.org/live
http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee
http://digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee
http://nypl.org/events/programs
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/Support-the-GC/Community-Membership
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/Support-the-GC/Community-Membership
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/Home
http://www.gc.cuny.edu/Home
mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.leparisiennyc.com


Arts, Culture & Leisure
Music in Midtown. :
FREE concerts Thursdays at 1pm, performed by CUNY doctoral 
candidates, renowned faculty and guest artists. No tickets or 
reservations are required. Elebash Hall, Main Floor. There are also 
free evening recitals.

September 14: Chamber Music, works by Beethoven, Carter, 
Ewazen, Mozart. 
September 28: Chamber Music, works by Beethoven, Dvorak, 
Hough, Schoenfield. 
October 12: Piano Duo: John Musto & Norman Carey, works by 
Carey & Musto; Schumann/Debussy, Bach. 
October 26: NY Chamber Music Co-Op Members, winds, brass, 
strings, piano, works by Bax, Beethoven, Shostakovich, world 
premiere by Nicolas Scherzinger. 
November 9: Kenneth Hamilton, piano, music from Poland & 
Scotland. 
December 7: Special Surprise Event!

American-Scandinavian Foundation – Scandinavia 
House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th Street)

Exhibit:  Independent Visions: Helene Schjerfbeck and her Con-
temporaries, from the Collection of Athenaeum, Finnish Nation-
al Gallery, through October 3. Featured are four celebrated Finn-
ish female painters who lived through the late 19th and the early 
20th century’s major political and cultural changes. Paintings and 
works on paper depict their unique and bold techniques. This ex-
hibit starts a year-long celebration of Finland’s Centennial, which 
explores its rich cultural history with exhibits, concerts, films and 
lectures.
Check the events schedule at Scandinavia House for films, lec-
tures, concerts, exhibits, theater, book club, language classes, fam-
ily/children activities, and more: www.scandinaviahouse.org. To 
become a member: www.amscan.org/membership, 212-779-3587 
ext. 715. Visit the gift shop & Smörgås Restaurant, for brunch, 
lunch, dinner, films and concerts combos: 212-847-9745.

Doctors Orchestra Concert
FREE. Donations welcome. Next concert will be October 26 or No-
vember 2. Check their website www.doctorsorchestra.org.

Bryant Park
40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:  
behind the 42nd Street Library
www.bryantpark.org; 212-768-4242; 
Through October:  Ping pong; chess; petanque; yoga; tai chi; fencing; 
reading room; bird watching; juggling; adult and kids game tables; 
carousel. 

Music: Jazz piano at lunch (through September). 

There are kiosks, cafés and restaurants.

Late Fall/Winter: The Pond is our free local outdoor ice skating 
rink, through February. Also enjoy the park’s Christmas tree and 
holiday gift shops.

www.murrayhillnyc.org The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association Fall 2017 15

http://www.scandinaviahouse.org/
http://www.amscan.org/membership/
http://www.bryantpark.org/
www.murrayhillnyc.org


16 Fall 2017 The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association info@murrayhillnyc.org   212-886-5867

Mark R. Painter, CFA

Comprehensive Small Business Strategies 

Keep more of  what you make

Financing options to grow or sell your business

Investment Management

FREE Consultation

Modern Pinball NYC–Not Just Entertainment!

If you’re looking for more than just entertainment, for about 
$15 you can get an hour of free play and also learn some-
thing at the Museum of Modern Pinball NYC at 362 3rd Ave 
(27th Street). This is much more than a pinball place. Filled 
with vintage and modern machines and staffed by pinball 
wizards, this is a place to learn the history, art and science 
of the games while playing alongside people of all ages and 
skill levels.

Modern Pinball is designated as a museum because it serves 
an educational purpose. Pinball, long a popular pastime, 
has become modernized, and at the Pinball Museum you 
can play games from the ‘70s to the present while exploring 
the cultural and technical changes to the games over the 
years. An interactive pinball exhibit consisting of a decon-
structed yet working pinball machine shows what makes 
them tick.

Approved by the Board of Regents and granted a charter 
by The State Education Dept / University of the State of 
New York as an approved DOE vendor, teachers can now 
take their students to this museum on an educational trip. 
Modern Pinball offers a pathway to teaching the STEM sub-
jects (science, technology, engineering and mathematics). 

Highly qualified instructors explain to students how creat-
ing a pinball machine utilizes knowledge from engineering, 
magnetism, gravity and electricity. Visitors can delve deep 

Museum Quality Framing
www.galleriaonthird.com

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://galleriaonthird.com
http://everguidefinancial.com
mailto:markpainter%40everguidefinancial.com?subject=
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Underground Arts is a venue for all artists. 
Its sole purpose is to provide artists with a 
place to showcase their artistic talent and 
the public with the opportunity to experience 
that art up close and personal. The only limit 
is the imagination of the artist. 

Do you need a place to practice, to meet, to 
exhibit, to perform, to hold a bazaar, host an 
event?  If so, Welcome to 

 Underground Arts
 Where Art and People Mingle
 120 East 32nd Street
 New York, NY 10016

Contact:
Tiffany Livingstone
212-883-0680, Ext. 308
tlivingstone@gcnssc.org

into pinball science and art with informational placards 
atop the machines.
The staff loves explaining the history and mechanics of pin-
ball and will open up the machines to show what they look 
like inside. Steve Zahler, Modern Pinball’s owner, is gratified 
to see kids getting excited about science through pinball and 
encourages family time at the museum. Steve is himself an 
expert player and strives to keep the complex machines in 
good repair. This is a labor of love for him since servicing is 
very costly. However, to Steve, each machine is worth pre-
serving.
Steve also gives back to the community. In May, his 12-year-
old son Jason, an honor student and winner of two consecu-
tive New Jersey State Pinball Championships, organized a 
Kids Charity Pinball Tournament for children age 15 and 
under. The event raised money for the Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation of America. Modern Pinball also raises mon-
ey for the Food Bank for NYC and donates to hundreds of 
charities and auctions at schools and organizations in the 
community and nearby.
Modern Pinball is a business member of the MHNA and has 
been featured on television (CNN, NY1, NBC and others), 
in print and is ranked #1 on Yelp’s “Best Arts & Entertain-
ment in NYC.”

Save the date!
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 

invites you to the

Annual Members Meeting
Topic: Meet the Candidates

October 5, 7-9pm
Location TBD in Murray Hill

•	 Hear	from	the	candidates	for	City	offices
• Get updates on construction projects in 

Murray Hill
• Learn about the work of the MHNA 

committees
• Discuss quality of life issues in the 

neighborhood
A notice will be posted on the MHNA website  

when we have all of the details. 
and	look	for	our	flier.

You Can Request a Free Bike Stand or Bench

New York City Department of Transit provides free street 
furniture, bike stands and benches and “leaning stands,” on 
request if the sidewalk can accommodate them. It may take 
a long time before they are installed, but here is the process 
for requesting them. As mentioned below, some requests 
will get priority if they come from our Community Board. 
If you want to enlist Community Board 6 to help, contact 
them at office@cbsix.org.
City Rack Bicycle Stands
CityRacks are free sidewalk bicycle parking racks, placed 
throughout New York City by DOT. They encourage cycling 
for commuting, short trips and errands. CityRacks accom-
modate all types of bicycles and locks. CityRacks are not in-
tended to be used for long-term parking. Bulk requests from 
Business Improvement Districts, civic associations or other 
groups of community members are encouraged and will be 
prioritized.
Request a bike stand online at nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicy-
clists/cityrack-suggest.shtml
City Bench
DOT is installing benches around the city, particularly at 
bus stops, retail corridors, and in areas with high concen-
trations of senior citizens. The sidewalk must be at least 12 
feet wide from building to curb face for backed benches. For 
backless benches at bus stops, the sidewalk must be at least 
14 feet wide. Other clearance requirements also apply.
Request a bench online at: nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestri-
ans/citybench.shtml
This information is from the DOT website.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:tlivingstone%40gcnssc.org?subject=
mailto:office%40cbsix.org?subject=
http://nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/cityrack-suggest.shtml
http://nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bicyclists/cityrack-suggest.shtml
http://nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/citybench.shtml
http://nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/citybench.shtml


Do Your Bucolic Urges Get the Better of You  
in the Summer?

Do You Wish You Could Be a Gardener in the City?
Well...You can!

You can sponsor weekly cleanings 
and weedings of our beloved malls!

For as little as $500 per year, you can sponsor weekly cleaning, watering 
and weeding for our Murray Hill Malls.

In return, your name or your company’s name will appear in all  
Murray Hill Publications showing your civic spirit and your pride  

in our neighborhood.
Won’t you please contact us today to join us in this  

wonderful cause!
To join, contact: 

John B. Chadwick, Jr., 2017 Chairman 
PATRONS OF PARK AVENUE 

7 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10016 
Tel: 212.685-8900 

Email: jchadwick@InteriorsByJohnChadwick.com
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The Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue are justifiably fa-
mous for their beauty, historical significance and impeccable 
maintenance. This year, the Murray Hill Malls are sporting a 
new look…cleaner, greener and more ecologically friendly. 
New decorative grasses have been planted on the perimeter 
of each bed that will hold water in the beds so that less wa-
tering will be necessary. These grasses are perennial and will 
return each year. At the back of each of the beds, perennial 
Stella d’Oro and Stella Rubia Lilies have been planted. These 
lilies are bulbous and store water in their bulbs so that less 
water is needed to maintain them. In the center of each bed, 
our beautiful annuals, spring tulips, summer begonias and 
seasonal chrysanthemums will be installed. 
The Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue are largely support-
ed by private donations from Murray Hill buildings, small 
businesses and civic-minded citizens. Won’t you please join 
us today? There are several levels at which anyone can par-
ticipate.
Remember, the Murray Hill Malls are for all of Murray Hill 
to enjoy. They tell all of New York City how much we love 
Murray Hill and how much we value our beloved Malls!
This year’s supporters include:  
Benefactors ($2,500-$4,999)

2 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue
20 Park Avenue
23 Park Avenue
40 Park Avenue
41 Park Avenue 
70 Park Avenue
90 Park Avenue

Patrons ($1,500-$2,499)
99 Park Avenue

Gardeners ($500-$1,499)
77 Park Avenue

A Bold New Look for the Murray Hill Malls! Theodore Alexander
Bartow Insurance
Church of the Incarnation
The Colture Group
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York
Philip and Cheryl Greenberg
Ben, Ashley and Hudson Harris
Rodney Hilburn
Interiors by John Chadwick
Kanaris Contracting Corporation
The Kitano Hotel
Knockout Renovation
Mark and Josephine Mansour
Thomas Shumacher
Sanford Hall Carpets 

Please join us to insure that the Murray Hill Malls remain 
the Jewel in the Crown of Murray Hill! If your buildings are 
not involved, URGE THEM TO JOIN US!!! 
To join, please contact:
John B. Chadwick, Jr., 2017 Chairman of The Patrons of Park 
Avenue
7 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10016
212-685-8900
Email:  jchadwick@interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com

Our beautiful Murray Hill Malls on Park Avenue during the Street Fair in 
June.

mailto:jchadwick%40interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com?subject=
mailto:jchadwick%40interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com?subject=
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Convenient medical care provided at your home or at our office.
A private-pay medical practice, government and private insurance not accepted.

Health Insurance, Medicare and Medicaid Not Accepted for Doctor House Calls which cost $1,500-$2,500.  
Some PPO Insurance Plans Like Cigna and Aetna Accepted for Physician Office Visits which cost $500-$750.

Natan Schleider, M.D., P.L.L.C.

35 East 35th Street, Suite 1H, 
(Between Park & Madison Avenue)

New York, NY  10016

Telephone: 646.957.5444 or 212.481.2980   •   Fax: 917.591.6885

www.doctorinthefamily.com

NEW YORK HOUSE CALL PHYSICIANS®
Your Doctor in the Family

MHNA Discount Program Updates

New
Fine & Rare, 9 East 37th Street, 212-725-3866
20% off Lunch or Brunch valid until August 31, 2017. 

Pershing Square Cafe, 90 East 42nd Street (under the Park 
Avenue Viaduct), 212-286-9600
10% discount for dinner any time after 6pm.

Put Your Best Fish Forward A seafood cooking demonstra-
tion and dinner by appointment at the  chef ’s studio or your 
place. Contact Michael-Ann at michaelannrowe@gmail.
com or 646-345-4412
Non-members $65 / MHNA members $55.

Changes
Arabesque Restaurant, 4 East 36th Street (between Madi-
son and Fifth Avenue), 212-532-2210
10% discount; excludes taxes and gratuities; delivery and 
take-out not included. 

Madison Bistro, 238 Madison Avenue, 212-447-1919
15% off entire check, does not include drinks. Cash only.

If your busines would like to particpate in the Discount Pr-
gram, please email info@murrayhillnyc.org.

SAVE THE DATE!
Special One-Day Only

Walking Tour 
of 15 Landmark Buildings

Saturday, October 14, 2017
1:30 - 4:30pm

Reception to follow at The Collectors Club

Tickets: $40 MHNA Members / 
 $45 non-members

RESERVE NOW: murrayhillnyc.org/LWT or 
call Susan Demmet to make a reservation

212-689-6730
Proceeds are dedicated to The Cultural Medallion Program.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://doctorinthefamily.com
http://fineandrare.nyc
http://pershingsquare.com
http://michaelannrowe.com/recipes/whole-snapper-no-bones-about-it
mailto:michaelannrowe%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:michaelannrowe%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=28503&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
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The Cultural Medallion Program was created more than 15 
years ago under the leadership of Barbaralee Diamonstein-
Spielvogel, Chair of the Historic Landmarks Preservation 
Center. The HLPC installs descriptive plaques on buildings 
to honor and recognize distinguished New Yorkers in the 
arts, science, politics, business, education and sports, who 
once lived in those buildings. Some past recipients of these 
cultural medallions include the buildings in which Miles 
Davis, Edward Hopper, John Lindsay, Edith Wharton, Leon-
ard Bernstein and Jackie Robinson once lived. 
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association’s Preserva-
tion & Design Committee is excited to be working with the 
HLPC to support this cultural program, and we have recom-
mended several buildings in Murray Hill in which notable 
people once lived or worked. Although there are close to 100 
medallions located throughout New York City, there is cur-
rently only one cultural medallion in Murray Hill at 157 East 
35th Street, honoring the sculptor Malvina Hoffman. Due to 
the number of illustrious residents who once lived in Mur-
ray Hill, the P & D Committee is exploring several names to 
add to that list, including Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, 
the illustrator Charles Dana Gibson (creator of the Gib-
son Girls), the actors Jessica Tandy and her husband Hume 
Cronyn, two-term mayor William Grace, architects Marcel 
Breuer and William Delano, as well as William F. Buckley, 
founder of the National Review. These influential people all 
lived or worked in the area from East 35th Street to East 38th 
Street, Madison to Third Avenues. 
The ceremony for the medallion installations is memorial-
ized by having several speakers at an award ceremony at 
the building site. The event is videotaped so that there is a 
permanent historical record. The addition of more cultural 
medallions in Murray Hill will help to preserve and com-
memorate the historical significance of our neighborhood 
and create a sense of pride in our neighborhood’s vibrant 
cultural heritage. 
Funding for research and fabrication of the medallions and 
the award ceremony comes from individual sponsors, ho-
nored building owners and private donations. If you would 
like to sponsor or contribute to the Medallion Program, 
please visit our website at www.murrayhillnyc.org and click 

P & D Committee Participates in The Cultural Medallion Program                              by Elaine Silber

Donate. Contact Susan Demmet, email sldemmet@gmail.
com when you donate so that your donation to this program 
can be acknowledged, or if you know of a significant person 
who lived in Murray Hill who you feel should be nomina-
ted for a Cultural Medallion.The P & D Committee will hold 
a Special Walking Tour of Landmarks on October 14, 2017 
with all proceeds dedicated to the MHNA Cultural Medal-
lion Program. RESERVE NOW at murrayhillnyc.org/LWT.
To learn more about the Cultural Medallion Program, we 
encourage you to visit the Historic Landmarks Preservation 
Center website at www.hlpcculturalmedallions.org.

These Murray Hill buildings are on our “wish list” for future 
cultural medallions.

Malvina Hoffman Cultural Medallion at 157 East 35th Street.

Dana Gibson Studio
Jessica Tandy & Hume 
Cronyn lived here

Home of Franklin & 
Eleanor Roosevelt

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:sldemmet%40gmail.com%20?subject=
mailto:sldemmet%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=28503&ClientID=11037&subsection=sidebar
http://hlpcculturalmedallions.org

