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Zoning Changes
On March 22, 2016, the New York City Council approved 
modified versions of two major changes to the City’s zoning 
that were proposed by Mayor de Blasio, as part of his housing 
plan, Housing New York.
Mandatory Inclusionary Housing is a zoning tool developed 
by the Department of City Planning and Department of 
Housing Preservation and Development, which requires 
developers to include affordable housing in areas that are 
rezoned to allow for more housing development. Affordable 
housing would be mandatory and permanent. DCP and 
HPD have stated that MIH will be implemented in any part 
of the city that is rezoned to allow construction of more 
residences than current rules allow. The MIH proposal will 
also be a part of private rezoning applications where there 
is an increase in housing density, for instance, if a private 

developer wanted to build more housing than is allowed 
today. This zoning does not apply to smaller buildings with 
10 apartments or fewer. Additionally, new buildings with 
between 11 and 25 apartments have the option of paying 
into a fund instead of building affordable apartments. This 
fund will be used for affordable housing development and 
preservation in the local community district or within a half 
mile radius.
Zoning for Quality and Affordability made a long list of 
changes to the NYC Zoning Resolution, such as allowing 
buildings with affordable or senior housing to be taller, 
eliminating parking requirements for affordable or 
affordable senior housing that is located near subway lines, 
and changing rules which affect the shape of new and 

In May, the Preservation & Design Committee of The Mur-
ray Hill Neighborhood Association submitted 29 buildings 
to the Landmarks Preservation Commission requesting 
landmark designation. These buildings range from town-
houses of the mid-19th century to multi-dwelling structures 
and a church built in the first half of the 20th century. They 
are listed on the National Register of Historic Places and are 
located adjacent to the Murray Hill Historic District. At this 
time, due to intense pressures for new development in Mid-
town, there is an urgent need to protect the unique character 
of Murray Hill as a historic, low-rise 
residential enclave nestled between 
the iconic Madison Avenue, 34th 
Street and 42nd Street.
Please look for future mailings—we 
will be updating you on public hear-
ings and ways to submit testimonies 
regarding this request for additional 
designated landmarks in Murray 
Hill. If you haven’t already done 
so, please sign our petition at www.
murrayhillnyc.org/preserveMH29.  

Madison Avenue, East side from 36th to 38th Street
1. 213 Madison Avenue (aka 22-26 East 36th Street), 

apartment building, Louis E. Jallade, 1926-27. 

2. 237 Madison Avenue, fifteen-
story neo-Romanesque 
apartment hotel converted to 
Morgans Boutique Hotel in 
1984, Thomas, 1925-26.

3. 241-245 Madison Avenue (aka 
22 East 38th St.), Fraternity 
Club Building, now NH New 
York Jolly Madison Towers 
(multi-dwelling), Murgatroyd 
& Ogden, 1922-23.

East 37th Street, North side between Madison & Park Avenue
4. 19 East 37th Street, neo-Georgian town house, C.P.H. 

Gilbert, 1905.
5. 21 East 37th Street, 

brownstone row 
house, 1862.

6. 23 East 37th Street, 
brownstone row 
house, 1862.

7. 25 East 37th Street, 
brownstone row 
house, 1860.

237 Madison Avenue

21 East 37th Street

237 Madison Avenue 17th 
floor balcony

http://labs.council.nyc/land-use/mih-zqa/mih
http://labs.council.nyc/land-use/mih-zqa/zqa
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/preserveMH29
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/preserveMH29
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President’s Corner
By Diane Bartow, President, MHNA

“So much to do, so little time,” is definitely The Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association saying going into our new season.
We conducted a survey at this year’s street festival.  We asked our members 
to list, what they felt, were the biggest concerns in the neighborhood.
The results:

1. Noise
2. Traffic and transportation issues
3. Construction

The trustees of the organization are working on all of these issues and will 
continue to be focused on them in the new season. We also dealt with the 
placement of the Wi-Fi kiosks, the rehabilitation of the Queens Midtown 
Tunnel, changes to the Landmark Law and now the proposed MTA Emer-
gency Ventilation Project on Park Avenue.
All of the items listed will be discussed at the annual members meeting, to 
be held on September 29th at 7pm at the Armenian Evangelical Church, 152 
East 34th Street. We have invited State Senator Liz Krueger, NYC Council 
Member Dan Garodnick, State Assembly Member Dan Quart and Manhat-
tan Borough President Gale Brewer to talk about these issues. After the pre-
sentations, we will have breakout sessions to get your questions answered. I 
look forward to seeing all of our members at this important meeting.
The Preservation & Design Committee continues to work on requesting 
landmark designation for additional buildings in Murray Hill, the Green-
ing Committee is hard at work redoing the tree pits, Patrons of Park Av-
enue continue to make Park Avenue beautiful, our website, social media and 
newsletter are up and running and being improved.
In July we met with elected officials to discuss the problems the neighbor-
hood is facing and the new proposed Park Avenue Emergency Ventilation 
Project. We expressed to them all the comments we have heard from the 
membership, the hardship of construction on every block in Murray Hill, 
the additional traffic and transportation problems and the increase in noise 
complaints. We also discussed the process for scheduling additional proj-
ects, such as the emergency ventilation project, and how critical it is for us 
to have time to respond to these projects. We also discussed the difficulty of 
obtaining information to give to our members about various issues that we 
are facing, i.e., street closures due to utility work.
I sincerely hope you will join us at the annual quality of life meeting and also 
consider becoming a volunteer. 
We could really use your help 
with these issues and need peo-
ple who can assist with setting 
up appointments, writing let-
ters etc.  If you can help, please 
do so, as we are at a critical pe-
riod in this very special neigh-
borhood. Help us to continue to 
make Murray Hill a highly de-
sirable to place to live and work.
See you in September….
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The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Annual Member Meeting 
will take place on

Thursday, September 29th at 7pm
at the

 Armenian Evangelical Church
152 East 34th Street

Agenda:
Quality of Life Issues

Updates on the Major Issues Affecting the 
Murray Hill Neighborhood

Guest Elected officials Will Speak

http://


the Manhattan East Community Association area. The new 
structure will host a restaurant on the ground floor. It will be 
located on the grounds of the Rivergate plaza, better known 
as Joseph Slifka Park, where a playground currently exists. 
The construction is to start in the fall of this year.
Soon, Mayor Bill de Blasio will be launching New York’s first 
citywide ferry service in over a century. The ferry service 
would help promote business and other activities along wa-
terfront. The 35th ferry pier would be upgraded to accom-
modate the new citywide ferry service. Look for updates in 
the next newsletter.
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News from MECA
Manhattan East Community Association

Fred Arcaro, President
JDS Development’s two-building construction project, lo-
cated at 625 First Avenue has been topped off and is taking 
its designed unusual shape. Estimated occupancy is planned 
for the second half of 2017.
Sheldon Solow, the developer of the old Con Edison power 
plant site, finally started digging the foundation for his first 
residential building at 685 First Avenue, on the west side of 
First Avenue between 38th and 39th Street. As of this writing, 
the excavation for the foundation is completed. The build-
ing will be a 710,901 square foot, 42-story (462 feet high) 
residential building. It will have 148 condominiums, 408 
rental units and below-grade parking for 110 vehicles. Con-
struction operations will be from 7am to 6pm on weekdays 
and from 9am to 5pm with a NYC Department of Buildings 
permit approval for Saturdays. The construction crane will 
be installed on 40th Street. The project is estimated to be 
completed in early 2019.
There no date set for construction on the east side of First 
Avenue. Stay tuned for further updates. 
Property owner UDR has filed applications for a single-sto-
ry, 6,179-square-foot retail building at 401 East 34th Street, 
located on the corner of East 35th Street and First Avenue in 

JOANNE KAPLAN
Professional Organizer

Organize your Time, Home and Office,
Closets, Drawers, Files, Papers,

Children’s Rooms and Schoolwork…

Free Consultation
212-686-1188
917-854-6055

joanndkaplan@gmail.com

Fred Arcaro Elected Treasurer of the 17th 
Precinct Community Council
Fred Arcaro, MHNA Trustee and President of the Manhat-
tan East Community Association, was elected Treasurer of 
the 17th Precinct Community Council. We wish Fred suc-
cess in his new endeavor!

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:joanndkaplan%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:healthyfeetny%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.cornerstoneptnyc.com
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Members’ Corner

Tell a Friend about the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association

Please enter a new (or renewal) membership at the level I have 
indicated below:  My check is enclosed, payable to

Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
o $35 Individual o $50 Couple
o $20 Senior Citizen (age 65+) o $40 Senior Couple (age 65+)
o $25 Young Professional (to age 40) o $60 Business/Professional
o $100 Patron  o $250 Guardian o $500 Benefactor

I want to make an additional contribution:  $ 
Additional contributions will be acknowledged in our Newsletter.
If you prefer not to be acknowledged, please check here o
Member’s Name _______________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Second Name (couples) _________________________________

E-mail address ________________________________________

Company ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________ Apt  _______

City _______________________State _____ Zip _____________

Home Phone __________________________________________

Cell/Other Phone ______________________________________
Mail to: Murray Hill Neighborhood Association

Membership Coordinator
PO Box 1897, New York, NY 10156-1897


Morgan Library Featured as One of the 
Most Beautiful Places in America
Congratulations to business member, The Morgan Library, 
featured in Condé Nast Traveler’s “The 50 Most Beautiful 
Places in America,” posted in July. This was especially re-
markable, as most of the places pictured were sites of great 
natural beauty. 
Pierpont Morgan’s 1906 library, shown in the article, is the 
largest and grandest of the rooms in the McKim building. 
The walls, reaching to a height of thirty feet, are lined floor 
to ceiling with triple tiers of bookcases fashioned of bronze 
and inlaid Circassian walnut. Two hidden staircases, con-
cealed behind bookcases at the corners of the room, provide 
access to the balconies above. 

Ellen Imbimbo Named as “Woman of Dis-
tinction” by State Senator Liz Krueger 
Ellen Imbimbo was recognized by New York State Senator 
Liz Krueger, 28th Senate District, as a Woman of Distinction 
for 2016. The award ceremony was held in Albany on May 
10. Senator Krueger said, 
“Ellen is a deserving civ-
ic leader who contrib-
utes so much through 
her work on the Com-
munity Board and other 
civic organizations.” 
Ellen is Vice-Chair of 
CB6’s Land Use and Wa-
ter Front Committee. 
An Honorary Trustee of 
The Murray Hill Neigh-
borhood Association, 
she received its Citizen Service Award in October 2015.

Liz Krueger (right) presenting the award 
to Ellen Imbimbo

Trustee News
The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association wishes to con-
vey our grateful appreciation to Trustees Anthanette (Toni) 
Wilson and Gwenn Paness, who will be relocating to other 
cities and have resigned as trustees. We wish them much 
success in their new endeavors!
The Nominating Committee reached out to the commu-
nity to find candidates who wish to serve as trustees. The 
results of 
the search 
will be an-
nounced at 
the general 
meeting in 
September.

Join or Renew Online
Visit www.murrayhillnyc.org  

and click Join 
Keep up-to-date  

with neighborhood events and issues!  
Get involved!

New Members
Benjamin Armenti
Charles Axelsson
Neil Black
Alice Bloom
Cosmo Carlson
Hallie Cohn
Luke Copley
Rick Eggers
Barbara Eisenlauer
Stephen Fraser
Shibani Gambhir
Tammy Ganey
Martha Ghio
Jordan Glaser
Wendy Ho
Helene Joffe

Barbara Johnson
Bonnie Kogos
Mark Levy
Aileen Lyons
Mary Menting
Peter Moeller
Barbara Rich
Mr Matthew Rimi
Shirley Ringel
Ms. Lisa Searing
Vincent Serpico
Yoshiki Shimada
Mr. Mike Simon
Stanley Smith
Tatiana Smith
Mr Anish Souri
Jacqueline Strayer
Scott Strenger

Brent Tarvella
Dr Joe Tarvella
Pat Thaler
Dawn Ulstein
Hazel Weiser
Hugh Westrop
Anna Foss Wilson
Hyesun Yang

New Business 
Members
Eneslow Shoes and 
   Orthotics
Local Mobile  
    Marketing  
    Solutions
Shake Shack
as of 7/20/2016

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.cntraveler.com/galleries/2016-07-04/the-50-most-beautiful-places-in-america
http://www.cntraveler.com/galleries/2016-07-04/the-50-most-beautiful-places-in-america
http://www.themorgan.org/exhibitions/Pierpont-Morgans-1906-Library
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MHNA Trustee Matt Roberts Now a 
Member of CB6
Matt Roberts recently became a member of Community 
Board 6, where he has been serving as a Public Member of 
the Public Safety and Environment Committee since 2014. 
As a member of the Board, he will be on two committees.
Matt has lived in Murray Hill since 2009. He became a Trust-
ee of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association in 2010, 
and has served as Vice President for five years. He chairs the 
MHNA Quality of Life Committee. Matt’s involvement in 
community groups goes deep. He also serves on the boards 
for the 17th Precinct Community Council and the Kips Bay 
Neighborhood Alliance and represents the community on 
homeless issues as a member of the Community Advisory 
Boards for neighborhood homeless shelters.

17th Precinct Honors Matt Roberts 
By Marion Weingarten

At the 17th Precinct Community Council Police Apprecia-
tion Awards Ceremony and reception held on June 3rd at 
Saint Vartan Armenian Cathedral, Matt Roberts, a Vice 
President of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association, 
was awarded a Certifi-
cate of Recognition for 
the Community Part-
nership Program in 
2015. Matt had men-
tored rookie officers in 
their first six months 
after graduating from 
the academy.  Matt was 
also named Sergeant-At-
Arms for the Communi-
ty Council. This entails 
maintaining order and 
making sure that the rules are followed.  In addition, Matt 
was recently elected as Vice President of that Council. We 
wish Matt the very best in his new endeavors.

Collectors Club Announces 2016-2017 Youth 
and Adult Stamp Programs 
The Collectors Club of New York is pleased to announce the 
eighth year of its popular Youth Stamp Club, open to young-
sters in Grades 4 and up. Beginners are welcome, and the 
program and all material is free. Carrying on the theme of 
the recent World Stamp Show NY2016, One World, Many 
Stamps, Stamp Club ac-
tivities are designed to 
show youngsters the fun 
the hobby can be and the 
adventures it can take 
them on. They learn to 
identify stamps from 
around the world and 
select those with subjects 
that interest them. While 
they learn a lot, the kids don’t notice it—they’re having fun. 
Meetings are held at the Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, 
from 10-11:30am, usually on the third Saturday of the month. 
The dates for the 2016-2017 school year are: September 17, 
October 15, November 19, December 17, January 21, Febru-
ary 18, March 18, April 22 and May 20.
In September, the club will begin its fifth year of the program 
for adults who are interested in stamp collecting. The free 

program is aimed at those beginning to collect stamps or 
wanting to resume the hobby, as well as those curious about 
the pleasures of the hobby. Information, encouragement 
and guidance are the goals—they won’t be selling anything. 
Stamp collecting can be an absorbing, challenging and cre-
ative hobby, as well as an enjoyable break in a high stress life. 
There are a myriad of subjects and themes to interest any 
individual.  The first two meetings will be September 17 and 
November 19 from 1-2:30pm at the Collectors Club, 22 East 
35th St. Additional dates will be announced.
For information or to register for either program email to 
info@collectorsclub.org or call 212-683-0559. Space is lim-
ited so early registration is advisable for both programs.

Matt Roberts holding Certificate of 
Recognition

http://www.murrayhilnyc.org
http://www.sargesdeli.com
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hotel, Corbett, Harrison & MacMurray and Robert T. 
Lyons, Inc., 1931.

20. 46 Park Avenue, town house, Permanent Mission of El 
Salvador to the United Nations, Francis G. Stewart, 1910.

21. 59-65 Park Avenue (aka 102 East 38th Street), Church 
of Our Saviour, Paul C. Reilly, 1955.     

East 38th Street, North side between Lexington & Third 
Avenue
22. 127-129 East 38th Street (aka 315-323 Lexington 

Avenue), eclectic office building by Delano & Aldrich, 
1931, for the American National Red Cross, now 
Permanent Mission of Cuba to the United Nations.

East 38th Street, South side between Lexington & Third 
Avenue
23. 138 East 38th Street (aka 309-311 Lexington Ave.) 
24. 140 East 38th Street, brownstone row house, 1861.
25. 142 East 38th Street, brownstone row house, 1861.
26. 144 East 38th Street, brownstone row house, 1861.
27. 146 East 38th Street, brownstone row house, 1861. 
28. 148 East 38th Street, brownstone row house, 1861.
East 39th Street, South side between Madison& Park Avenue
29. 24 East 39th Street, row house, C.P.H. Gilbert, 1905.
Visit the MHNA website for the full description of these 
buildings.

8. 27 East 37th Street, brownstone row house, 1863.
9. 29 East 37th Street, row house, 1861, with limestone 

façade installed in 1906.
East 38th Street, South side between Madison & Park Avenue
10. 24 East 38th Street, brick front row house, 1876.
11. 26 East 38th Street, row house, 1864.
12. 30 East 38th Street, two row houses converted to 

apartments with brick façade in 1952.
13. 32 East 38th Street, row house, 1864. 
14. 34 East 38th Street, brownstone row house, 1862.
15. 36 East 38th Street, 

row house given 
new front by 
Hoppin & Koen 
1903, designated 
Landmark 2010.

16. 38 East 38th 
Street, row house 
given an updated 
limestone façade 
by Charles 
Brigham, 1902.

17. 40 East 38th Street, row house with an updated 
limestone façade by Parrish & Schroeder, 1902, now 
owned by the Kitano Hotel.

East 38th Street, North side between Madison &Park Avenue
18. 31 East 38th Street, town house, William P. Easterbrook, 1869.
Park Avenue from 34.th to 38th Street
19. 10 Park Avenue (aka 61-65 East 34th Street), apartment 

P&D Committee  continued from page 1

34 to 38 East 38th Street

NYC Landmarks Law Changed by the 
Passage of Int. 775-A 
On June 8, 2016, Int.775-A was passed by the New York City 
Council by a 40 to 10 vote.  It was signed into law on June 
28 by Mayor de Blasio. This local law changes the New York 
City’s administrative code to establish a time period for the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission to designate an item as 
a landmark, interior landmark, scenic landmark or historic 
district. A property must be designated within one year. With 
“written concurrence of the owner,” the time period can be 
extended for no more than an additional 12 months. Historic 
Districts have a time limit of two years, with no extensions. 
Properties that are already “calendared” (formally scheduled) 
have a deadline of 18 months. An item can be re-calendared 
(put back on the schedule) if it misses the deadline. The LPC 
is confident that they can work with the new deadlines.
The New York City Council website pages for Int 775.
The NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission “Propose a 
Landmark” Process.

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.kalvigandshorter.com
http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2271110&GUID=A66556A6-1DEA-4D5F-8535-92C31B2B2379&Options=&Search=
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/html/propose/process.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/html/propose/process.shtml
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Villa       Berulia
107 East 34th Street NYC

(Between Park and
Lexington Avenues)

(212) 689-1970
www.VillaBerulia.com

www.facebook.com/villaberulianyc

Serving fine Italian Cuisine Since 1981
welcome home...

Celebrating Our 35th Anniversary

The Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public 
hearing on July 19 to present the first 5 buildings that the 
LPC is proposing for landmark designation in Midtown 
East. One of the buildings is in our backyard, the Pershing 
Square Building, 125 Park Avenue (facing on 42nd Street 
south side, and on Park Avenue between 41st and 42nd 
Street). The MTA owns the property below grade. The build-
ing, completed in 1923, is built on an exceptionally strong 
steel grid over the subway tracks.
Testimonies against landmark status were given by the Per-
shing Square Building’s owner, transportation groups, the 
Grand Central Partnership and a representative of the con-
struction industry. If this building is not designated, there 
is a high probability that it will be demolished and a taller 
modern building will go up in its place. The reasons given for 
not designating the building as a landmark is that it does not 
have high architectural merit, and the stairways, and subway 
entrances and exits need to be improved for the south end 
of the 4/5/6/7 subway lines and the LIRR East Side Access.
Preservation groups support the landmark designation 
saying that is an important building architecturally and it 
preserves the architectural integrity of 42nd Street between 

Lexington and Park Avenue on the south side of the street. 
The groups in favor of landmark designation are the His-
toric Districts Council, New York Landmarks Conservancy, 
Community Board 5, Municipal Arts Society, and others and 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, who supports 
landmark designation for all 5 buildings that were presented 
in the hearing. The LPC and preservation groups noted that 
improvements can be done to the stairways and subway en-
trances and exits without demolishing the building.
The next hearing for the proposed landmark buildings in 
Midtown East will be in September.
If you would like to comment on landmark designation 
for proposed landmark buildings you can send an email to 
comments@lpc.nyc.gov, be sure to specify the building ad-
dress.
Full list of buildings 
in Midtown East pro-
posed by the LPC.
The 5 buildings pro-
posed at the July 19 
hearing.

LPC Public Hearing for 5 Proposed Landmark Buildings in Midtown East

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.VillaBerulia.com
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/html/announcements/greater-east-midtown.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/html/announcements/greater-east-midtown.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/html/announcements/greater-east-midtown.shtml
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/downloads/pdf/calendar/07_19_16.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/downloads/pdf/calendar/07_19_16.pdf
http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/downloads/pdf/calendar/07_19_16.pdf
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Expressions of the Self Opens September 17 at Gallery35

Gallery35 presents its first exhibition of the season, Expres-
sions of the Self.  The exhibit will feature the work of 14 mem-
bers, including several artists from Murray Hill: Rick Perez, 
Susan Demmet, Cari Claire, Marilyn Boddewyn and John 
Devaney.  Cari Clare and Pat Gericke are also participat-
ing members of the Gallery and reside in Murray Hill.  The 
show explores the long-standing tradition of artists creating 
self-portraits including the use of allegory, symbolism and 
visual metaphors. The exhibit opens on September 17, with 
a public reception from 6-8pm at the gallery, 30 East 35th 
Street.  It runs through October 23. 
Gallery35—dubbed the “secret gallery” of Murray Hill—has 
a venerable history. A committee of The Community Church 
of New York, its first exhibition was held in September 1966 
as part of the dedication of Community Church’s renovated 
brownstones at numbers 26, 28 and 30 East 35th Street. Dur-
ing the next 20 years the gallery—then known as “Commu-
nity Gallery”—celebrated diversity by exhibiting the works 
of Native American, Murray Hill and Chinese artists. One 
notable show featured a series of oil paintings by Harlem 
Renaissance artist Palmer Hayden depicting African-Amer-
ican folk hero John Henry.
In 2006, a small group of artists, largely members of Com-
munity Church, came together and began mounting annual 
exhibitions of their work. As artist membership grew, so did 
the number of exhibits—now up to five or six solo and group 
shows each year from September through June. In 2010, the 
name of the gallery was changed to Gallery35. Today over 
20 members regularly exhibit at Gallery35. The artists’ col-
lective includes several nationally known and award winning 
classically trained artists, as well as artists who have had solo 
shows throughout the country.
Following the self-portrait exhibit, Karen Fitzgerald and Ellen 
Mandelbaum will present work in an exhibit titled, Glass and 
Gold.  Both artists work in unusual media: Mandelbaum cre-
ates work using glass; Fitzgerald incorporates precious metal 
such as 23k gold into her work.  The exhibit opens to the public 
on October 29, from 3-5:30pm and runs through December 3. 
Visit the Gallery35 website at gallery35nyc.com.

Photo credit: Painting by John Devaney, detail of Self Portrait with Broccoli 
and Tub.

Le Parisien French Bistrot
163 East 33rd Street 

(between 3rd and Lex.)
New York, NY 10016-4644

Murray Hill denizens experience “Paris without the airfare” at this
cozy neighborhood bistrot whose authentic Gallic menu focuses
on the basics to “tres bon” effect, attentive service and reason-
able prices offset the ultra small setting. - Zagat

212.889.5489 
www.leparisiennyc.com
Lunch  | Brunch  | Dinner

                                         

http://gallery35nyc.com
mailto:tammy%40handtherapyny.com?subject=
http://www.leparisiennyc.com                                   
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Since 1992, Murray Hill Medical Group, P.C. has been a leading provider of the  
highest quality and most advanced healthcare in the New York metropolitan area. 

We offer a comprehensive array of services in multiple medical specialties.

 Internal Medicine Podiatry Physiatry Otolaryngology
 Cardiology Sports Medicine Lipidology Rheumatology
 Endocrinology Dermatology Gynecology Infectious Disease
 Gastroenterology  Ophthalmology Pain Management

Visit our web site to learn more
www.mhmg.net

(24/7 online scheduling available to existing patients)

Thanks to the Volunteers and Sponsors for 
the Spring Cleaning & Greening Event!
Our thanks to the volunteers and sponsors who demonstrat-
ed their love for the neighborhood by participating in the 
spring cleaning and greening event on April 30!
Mulch Team Clean Team
Kelly Belford Joan Alvarez
May Fan  Stein Berre
Thomas Horan  Sandy Driesen
Chips Lindenmeyr  Barbara Giesler
Matt McKeon  Barbara Sagan
Anoop Punjabi  Britt Smith
Stephen Reitano  Evelyn Somerville
Marilyn Ringel  Paula Thompson
Lisa Searing  
Elaine Silber  
Catherine Spengel  
Event Sponsors 
Hill & Bay provided coffee, muffins and brownies to all vol-
unteers.
Shake Shack served shakes to all volunteers.
This event was organized by Tom Horan, Chair of the 
Greening Committee and Stein Berre, Chair of the Cleaning 
Committee.

Photo courtesy of Deborah Farone

Closings and Openings in the Neighborhood
This is only a partial listing of businesses that have closed 
and opened in Murray Hill in recent months.
Closed

Staples on 2nd Avenue at 32nd Street in the Kips Bay 
Lowes Plaza
Ali Baba on 34th Street between 3rd & 2nd Avenue, 
replaced by Galata
Wild Edibles on 3rd Avenue between 36th & 35th Street
D’Agostino’s on 3rd Avenue between 35th & 36th Street 
La Giara on 3rd between 33rd & 34th Street (building sold 
and will be demolished)
Cinema Café on 34th Street at 3rd Avenue will close at the 
end of July (building sold and will be demolished)

Moved
Ethos on 3rd Avenue between 33rd  and 34th Street, 
moving to 30th Street & 3rd Avenue (building sold and 
will be demolished)

Opened
Trader Joe’s is scheduled to open August 2016, where the 
Food Emporium used to be on 3rd Avenue.
Shoe Box, 3rd Avenue between 35th and 36th Street (where 
Vince Camuto used to be); Shoe Box occupied this space 
prior to Vince Camuto.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
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Another Great Day!!!                                                                                                                     byTom Horan, Chair, Street Fair

Your Association hosted the 2016 Murray Hill Street Fair on 
Saturday, June 4th. It was a really beautiful day and the Fair 
was a great success. The weather stayed pleasant throughout 
the event, and the rain held off until it was all over. A good 
time was had by all.
The retail attendees this year included a large number of 
Arts and Crafts vendors offering unique and beautiful hand-
crafted items. 
We are getting more and more 
Murray Hill merchants to join us 
at the Fair and we would love to 
have even more representation 
from local businesses and artisans 
next year. As the time approaches 
for the next Street Fair, watch for 
announcements and details on how you can attend. It is a 
great way to advertise your business and increase your name 
recognition throughout the area.
Thanks to our Business Members who joined us at the Fair:
• Eneslow Footwear & Orthotics
• Explore + Discover
• Fred Astaire Midtown Dance Studio
• Hill & Bay
• Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associates
• Knockout Renovations

• Metropolitan Commercial 
Bank @ 99 Park Avenue

• Society of Jewish Science
• The Long Hall Ribs &  

Grocery
• The Shakespeare
• Tournesol Wellness

Our musical entertainment 
was really top-notch as always. Performers entertained us 
with everything from Blues to Jazz to Rock and more! Many 
visitors grabbed a snack from our Baked Goods table and 
pulled up a chair to sit and enjoy the music for a while. 
This year, for the first time, we offered Sponsorships for our 
Fair to organizations and individuals. The program was a 
success and the Association would like to thank the follow-
ing for their generous support:
• Eugene A. Bartow Insurance 

Agency
• Interiors by John Chadwick
• Ron Spurga of Citi Habitats
• 7 Park Ave
• 16 Park Ave
• 77 Park Ave
• 80 Park Ave
• Stonehenge Property Management (on behalf of 20 Park 

Ave, 41 Park Ave, and 141 East 33rd Street)
• The Lovett Company Property Management
We plan to offer Fair Sponsorships again next 
year, so look for details. Sponsors’ logos are 
proudly displayed in the Association’s member 
communications leading up to the Fair, and are 
also included in our social media announce-
ments including Facebook.
This was the second year for the “Flea Mar-
ket Finds” table in the MHNA area of the Fair. 
There were many, many lovely articles of jew-
elry, household 
goods, and nov-
elty items to 
browse through. 
The Flea Market 
was, once again, 
a great success. 
Association vol-
unteers signed up new members, conducted 
walking tours of the neighborhood, and pro-
vided everyone who attended a really memo-
rable day.  
Our sincere thanks to everyone who helped 
make this event such a resounding success— 

Valid until March 1, 2017

                                

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.knockoutrenovation.com
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A Grateful Thank You to Our Street Fair 
Donors & Volunteers
The 2016 Silent Auction was a highlight of The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association Street Festival, which was held 
on Saturday, June 4th.  We are very grateful to our donors 
for their continued generosity and support.  
Silent Auction Donors

Ageonics Medical
Barbes  Restaurant
Big Apple Chorus
Cask Bar & Kitchen
Déjà Vu Hairstylist
Dr. Joseph K. Askinazi
Eastmore Cleaners
Eyes on Madison
El Rio Grande
5th & Mad Bar & Kitchen
Franchia Vegan Café
Fred Astaire Midtown Dance Studio
Frederic Fekkai Salon
Galleria on Third
Hill & Bay
Jonathan Services
Kalvig & Shorter Veterinary Associates
Kessel Wellness Center
Knockout Renovation
Le Parisien Bistrot
Mulligan’s Pub
Pasteur Pharmacy
PC Doctor of NY & Westchester
Preservation & Design Committee of the Murray Hill 

Neighborhood Association
Rossini’s Restaurant
Scandinavia House
Scandinavia House Shop
Sakura Shoji Inc.
Smorgas Chef
The Morgan Library & Museum
The New York Public Library
The Shakespeare
30 Park Rocks
Tournesol Wellness
Villa Berulia Restaurant
WindowsWear
Winfield Flynn Wines & Spirits

Organizers & Volunteers & Donors
The Silent Auction would not have been possible without 
the hard work and dedication of Tom Horan, Marion Wein-
garten, Marisa Bulzone and Deborah Farone.  With special 

thanks to Enid Klass, Elaine Silber, Irma Fisher, Nina Lieb-
man, Susan Demmet, Nancy Sheran, Robert Cohen, Alice 
Timothy, Estelle Meister and Erlinda Nelson.
Our grateful thanks to the trustees, members of the Preser-
vation & Design Committee and good neighbors who gen-
erously contributed their treasures to the Flea Market and 
Book Table. Your donations made this year the best ever!
And to the following who gave it their all to make this festi-
val a success. They are Diane Bartow, Matt Roberts, Anoop 
Punjabi, Barbara Sagan, Ellen Imbimbo, Gwenn Paness, 
Stein Berre, Mieko Kojima, Toni Wilson, Caryn Williams, 
Marshall Wise and John Chadwick.
Special thanks must also go to the volunteers who tirelessly 
contributed their time to the Festival.  The are as follows:  
Robin Fifield, Matt McKeon, Ron Berthel, Lisa Searing, 
Marilyn Ringel, Nina & Ted Liebman, Carol Shine, Lucille 
Bass, Judy Rosenthal, Sandy Driesen, Robin Garr, Barbara 
Gieseler, Britt Smith, Paula Thompson, Sami Steigmann 
Claire Steffen, Gail Lott and Linda Lieberman. A very spe-
cial thanks goes to our own Paula Gilliam who donated her 
time and energy to making the bake table a success along 
with Monica Quinn and Kelly Belford.  And to our bakers 
Diane Bartow, John Chadwick, Fred Arcaro, Marshall Wise, 
Deborah Farone and Marion Weingarten who donated their 
baked goods.  
Starbucks at 36th Street and Madison provided the coffee to 
go along with the delicious desserts at the Bake Table.  
Thank you all!

Shake Shack Will Sponsor October Tuesdays 
to Benefit the MHNA
The Midtown East/Mur-
ray Hill Shake Shack 
will donate 15% of your 
evening meal from 5pm 
to 11pm to The Murray 
Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation on Tuesdays 
in October. These are 
the dates: October 4th, 
October 11th, October 18th and October 25th. Look for the 
mailing in September, and bring the flyer to the Midtown 
East Shake Shack to participate in this fundraising promo-
tion. We will also post the flyer on the MHNA website.

Shake Shack is a business member of The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association. They are located at 600 Third 
Avenue at 40th Street. They are also a member of the Busi-
ness Committee of the MHNA.

Our thanks to Shake Shack for their sponsorship!

especially those dedicated volunteers who came early to help 
set up and those who stayed late to help with the break-down.
We will begin to make arrangements for next year’s Fair 
soon, so start your plans now to join us next Spring on Park 
Avenue!

www.murrayhillnyc.org


Arts, Culture & Leisure By Sona Robbins Cohen

The Morgan Library and Museum
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street

City of the Soul: Rome and the Romantics, through September 
11. This exhibit shows the evolving image of Rome in art and 
literature with a display of books, manuscripts, prints, photos 
and drawings. It covers 1770-1870, when Rome transitioned 
from a papal state to the capital of a modern nation. 
Rembrandt’s First Masterpiece, through September 18. Judas 
Returning the Thirty Pieces of Silver is recognized as the 
artist’s first mature work and masterpiece. It demonstrates 
the characteristics that would make him famous and is one 
of Rembrandt’s only works for which multiple preparatory 
drawings survive, so viewers can trace the evolution of the 
composition. It is the first time this painting is shown in the 
U.S. Also shown are etchings and drawings of portraits and 
scenes from the life of Christ. 
Celebrating 100 Years of Einstein’s General Theory, through 
October 16. A century ago, Albert Einstein published the 
general theory of relativity, the crowning achievement 
of the great physicist’s illustrious career. An important 
letter challenging astronomer Finlay Freundlich, one of 25 
belonging to the Morgan, plus other important documents 
and photo are displayed in this rare boutique exhibition.
Hans Memling: Portraiture, Piety and a Reunited Altarpiece, 
September 2, 2016-January 8, 2017. The Triptych of Jan 
Crabbe, completed ca. 1470, was dismembered in the 18th 
century. This is the first time it has been reconstructed for an 
American audience. The Morgan owns 2 of the panels.
Charlotte Brontё: An Independent Will, September 9, 
2016-January 2, 2017. Literary manuscripts, letters and rare 
books, her portable writing desk and paint box and other 
artifacts highlight the author’s declaration of herself as “a 
free human being with an independent will” on  the 200th 
birthday of her birth.
Dubuffet Drawings, September 30, 2016-January 2, 2017. Jean 
Dubuffet, 1901-1985, favored authentic forms of expression, 
like graffiti, children’s drawings and artwork of psychiatric 
patients. Drawings played a major role in his oeuvre, and 
this exhibit is his first museum retrospective of this genre. It 
includes about 100 works from his most creative years, 1935-
62, covering a wide range of topics.
Word and Image: Martin Luther’s Reformation, October 7, 
2016-January 22, 2017. This exhibit explores the launching 
of the Reformation 500 years ago through Luther’s strategic 
use of media: printed books, prints, drawings, paintings and 
music. Included are 90 works, many seen for the first time 
in the U.S., such as Luther’s manuscript draft of his Old 
Testament translation and over 30 of his publications. 
The Morgan’s expanded roster of public programs includes 
lectures, concerts, gallery talks, films, family and special 
events. Visit their website www.themorgan.org for the full 

listing, or telephone 212-685-0008. Friday evenings open 
until 9pm; 7-9pm FREE ADMISSION. 
Enjoy lunch or light snack at the Morgan Café or the more 
formal Dining Room, and visit their shop.

The New York Public Library
Stephen A. Schwarzman Building  
476 Fifth Avenue at 42nd Street

Exhibits:
Preserving a Masterpiece: From Soaring Ceilings to 
Subterranean Storage, through Sept. 18, 2016. To celebrate the 
Schwarzman Building, this exhibit documents its history and 
ongoing preservation efforts, like the restoration of the Rose 
Main Reading Room and the expansion of underground 
storage.
Alexander Hamilton: Striver, Statesman, Scoundrel, through 
Dec. 31, 2016. This exhibit presents NYPL holdings that 
illustrate the many facets of Alexander Hamilton, a complex 
hero and scourge, who with a background as a Caribbean 
immigrant became George Washington’s top aide in the 
American Revolution, created the American financial system, 
inspired many with his writings, and more.
Jill Kupin Rose Gallery, Ongoing Exhibit. Large wall panels 
with photos, texts, objects and videos showing the history, 
vast collections, services and users of the NYPL’s Branch and 
Research Libraries.
Jenny Odell: Peripheral Landscapes, Ongoing. Map Room. 
Maps are known for their decorative elements, as well as for 
information. Digital artist Jenny Odell captures this idea in 3 
collages.
Digital Collections:
NYPL Digitizes Jewish Oral History Transcripts Interviews 
with famous people like Milton Berle, Isaac Bashevis Singer, 
Bella Abzug and many other Jewish notables. The complete 
compilation of transcripts and recordings from the American 
Jewish Committee’s Oral History Collection, a 25 year 
project begun in the 1960’s, with 2250 interviews. http://
digitalcollections.nypl.org/american-jewish-committee.
Programs:
Live From the NYPL:  Lectures, discussions with prominent 
experts in many fields. $25 or $40. Discounts for seniors and 
students. For schedule and tickets: www.nypl.org/live. 42nd 
Street entrance. 
Books at Noon, Astor Hall, ½ hour guest interviews, conducted 
by Jessica Strand, Assoc. Director of Public Programs & 
Events; audience Q&A & book signing. FREE. Check dates: 
www.nypl.org/booksatnoon. 
Take a free 1-hour tour of the 42nd Street Library Mon.-Sat. 
11am & 2pm; Sun. 2pm. Or take a self-guided audio tour. 
Details: www.nypl.org/schwarzman; www.nypl.org/events/
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Arts, Culture & Leisure
programs; 917-275-6975. 
Also check the Science, Industry and Business Library (SIBL), 
188 Madison Avenue at 34th Street, and the Mid-Manhattan 
Library, 455 5th Avenue at 40th Street, for free lectures, films, 
computer classes.

CUNY Graduate Center
365 Fifth Avenue at 34th Street, in the landmark B.Altman building

From September-June CUNY Graduate Center presents a 
wide range of intellectual and cultural programs open to the 
public: concerts, lectures, plays, screenings and art exhibits 
with leaders in diverse fields. Many are free, but for advance 
information and discounted tickets for events with fees 
become a member for $50 a year and support a wonderful 
NYC neighborhood cultural institution: 212-817-7130; www.
gc.cuny.edu/membership. Public Programs: 212-817-8215; 
www.gc.cuny.edu. 
Music in Midtown, FREE concerts Thursdays at 1pm. DMV 
(Doctorate) candidates, renowned faculty & guest artists. No 
tickets or reservations. Elebash Hall, Main Floor. Also check 
free evening recitals by doctoral candidates.
September 15, Chamber Music: Schumann, Beethoven.
September 29, Chamber Music: Mozart, Schmidt, Ligeti.
October 13, Faculty: Rolf Schulte, Violin; 
Nicolas Namoradze, Piano, performing 
Schumann, Brahms and Carter.
October 27, 1 pm, Zéphyros Winds: 
Mozart, Mendelssohn, Rihm.
October 27, 7:30 pm, Special evening 
concert: Robert White, tenor; Philip 
Edward Fisher, piano.
November 10, Soprano & piano: 
Bernstein.
December 8, Raphael Trio: Beethoven.

American-Scandinavian 
Foundation –  
Scandinavia House
58 Park Avenue (between 37th & 38th 
Street)

CHECK COMPLETE EVENTS SCHED-
ULE (not available at press time): Films, 
lectures, concerts, exhibits, theater, book 
club, family/children activities and more: 
www.scandinaviahouse.org; 212-779-
3587. To receive ongoing information, 
leave your email; visit Facebook page; 
stop by in person. Become a member: 
www.amscan.org/membership; above 
phone number, ext. 715. 

Nordic Cinema: Films from all Scandinavian countries. (TBA 
at press time. Check details.) 
Concerts: Per Tengstrand, Swedish pianist & guests: Thurs-
days 10/6 & 11/17. (Check times & fees)
Family/Children: Saturday morning storytelling, FREE. Ages 
5+. (Check for time).
Visit their gift shop and the Smörgås Chef Restaurant: 
brunch, lunch, dinner; combo deals with films & concerts:  
212-847-9745; 212-686-4230. 

Bryant Park
40th to 42nd Street, between 5th & 6th Avenue:  
behind the 42nd Street Library

Events and activities all year: www.bryantpark.org; 212-768-
4242; Facebook, Twitter, blog, newsletters, brochures. 
Through Fall: Le Carousel, Ping Pong, Game Tables, Reading 
Room, Birding, Juggling, Fencing, Petanque, Yoga, Tai Chi, 
Piano at lunch. 
Late Fall/Winter: The Pond, Our Local FREE Outdoor Ice 
Skating Rink, November-February. Also the park’s Xmas tree 
& holiday gift booths.
Eating: Kiosks, cafés, restaurants.
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Visit NYC’s premier coffee and chocolate 
parlour proudly serving illy espresso.

FIND US AT 100 PARK AVENUE
(Between 40th And 41st Streets)

OR SHOP ONLINE AT www.2beans.com

Visit our new location at 
245 Park Avenue at 21st Street

 10% off at the new location with this ad

www.murrayhillnyc.org
http://www.2beans.com
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East Side Access Construction Update: 
37th Street & Park Avenue
During the summer, a few construction activities remained 
to complete the below-ground ventilation facility on the 
corner of 37th Street and Park Avenue. Once completed, 
the street and sidewalk will be restored and the site will be 
cleared of materials and equipment. The site will be reduced 
significantly and will remain an access point for concrete 
and deliveries through project completion in 2022.
The East Side Access Community Outreach Team would 
like to thank the 37th Street Community for their patience 
and understanding as work on this vital transportation proj-
ect continues. Please visit the MHNA website for updates at 
www.murrayhillnyc.org.
MTACC East Side Access Newsletter Spring/Summer 2016

In Memoriam: Ann Tobin Churchill—She 
Dedicated Her Life to Helping Others
It is with great sadness that we report that 
MHNA Trustee, Ann Tobin Churchill 
passed away on April 11, 2016, after a 
brief illness. She was a dedicated and 
hard-working trustee of The MHNA for 
six years, chairing the Membership and 
Grants committees, offering her advice 
and sharing her knowledge of the Asso-
ciation and neighborhood. We will miss her.
Ann lived in New York City, mostly in Murray Hill, all of her 
working life.  She dedicated herself to helping others, and 
was very supportive of her extended family. Her career was 
in health care, including hospitals, operating room, clinics, 
research, assisted living, podiatry and other specialties.  Ann 
began as a Registered Nurse with a BSN from the University 
of Washington and an MBA in Health Care Administration 
from Baruch College in New York City.  Ann’s favorite pas-
time when not working was traveling to more than a dozen 
countries and to almost every state in the U.S. She taught 
English as a second language in Nanjing, China. Ann was 
an active member of the Church of the Incarnation, and her 
memorial service was held there on April 23.

Hollywood on the Hill
On Friday, July 8, 36th Street between Lexington and 3rd Av-
enue and 3rd Avenue between 36th and 37th Street was lined 
with trucks, props, catering tables and people filming a new 
HBO TV series called “The Deuce.” The filming took place 
in Sarge’s, which was closed for breakfast and lunch that day.

Please call the Center for our full  
schedule of High Holiday services

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1111292723383&ca=49ed549f-3cb1-465a-89d7-ab3dafd07bfc
http://elparadorcafe.com
http://www.appliedjudaism.org
mailto:socjewishscience%40gmail.com?subject=
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On October 22nd, the Murray Hill Neighborhood Associa-
tion will hold the second and final neighborhood cleanup 
event for 2016. We will be targeting litter, graffiti (which has 
become prevalent on signs and buildings), as well as gum, 
stickers, and debris throughout the neighborhood.
Volunteers will meet at the Community Church, 28 East 
35th Street, between Madison and Park Avenue, at 9am. We 
plan to finish up by noon but you should come by even if 
you can only stay for an hour or two.
Here are some of the activities you could help with:
Day Volunteer - Meet us at the Church on Oct 22nd. You’ll 
be assigned to a small group for the morning cleanup activ-
ity.
Organizing - Help us get the word out to more neighbors by 
becoming a block or building coordinator. Volunteer to talk 
up our efforts in your building and also visit other build-
ings to ask that they post our information on their bulletin 
boards.
Business and Community Partners - We’d like to get some 
local businesses involved in the effort by donating coffee 

and snacks for 
our volunteers. 
Trash bags or 
other  c leanup 
items might be 
donated as well. 
If you have ideas 
or would like to 
donate, please let 
us know.
We hope you can 
join us on Octo-
ber 22nd. It will benefit the neighborhood immensely and 
give folks a chance to meet neighbors and perhaps make 
new friends.
Rain date for this event will be October 29th.
If interested, please visit the MHNA website to register. You 
can also call us at 212-886-5867 or email info@murrayhill-
nyc.org. 
Hope to see you there!  

Let’s Clean Up Murray Hill—We Need Your Help!                  By The Clean and Green Committee

Proud resident of Murray Hill 
for 20 years specializing in 

co-op, condo, townhouse and 
investment properties.

You Deserve the Best

Barbara M. Sagan
Lic. Associate RE Broker 

(o) 212.937.7006
bms@corcoran.com

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 660 Madison Ave, NY, 
NY 10065. Real estate agents affiliated with The Corcoran Group are independent 
contractor sales associates and are not employees of The Corcoran Group.   

                                    

www.murrayhillnyc.org
www.migeonarchitect.com
http://www.murrayhillnyc.org/common/Events/event_profile.cfm?QID=28235&ClientID=11037
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
mailto:bms%40corcoran.com?subject=
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Summer on the Park Avenue Malls                by John Chadwick, 2016 Chairman & Jon Harari, 2016 Co-Chairman

I am sure that everyone enjoyed 
the beautiful red begonias that 
were resplendent throughout the 
summer on our beloved Park Av-
enue Malls. These Historic Malls 
are the only ones in New York City 
that retain the original historic 
design. The planting, the mainte-
nance, weekly professional clean-
ings as well as the daily volunteer 
cleanings are all paid for by the 
generosity of the buildings that line Park Avenue and cer-
tain very altruistic and generous businesses and individuals 
throughout the neighborhood.

Each year, the Patrons of Park Avenue ask the buildings that 
line Park Avenue to participate as donors in this very valu-
able and important effort. We have recently added an ad-
ditional donor category: Philanthropist ($5,000+ per year). 
Benefactors ($2,500-$4,999)
2 Park Avenue 20 Park Avenue 45 Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue 23 Park Avenue 90 Park Avenue
10 Park Avenue 40 Park Avenue 99 Park Avenue
15-17 Park Avenue 41 Park Avenue

Patrons ($1,500 - $2,499)
35 Park Avenue 77 Park Avenue

If you do not see your building listed here, please urge your 
Board of Directors to join us! The Park Avenue Malls im-
prove quality of life for the entire neighborhood of Murray 
Hill. When you think of it, $2,500 per year is really quite a 
bargain when you consider that your front garden is planted, 
tended and cared for…all for a cost of less than $7 per day. 
Gardeners 
Would you or your company like to sponsor the weekly 
cleanings and weeding of our beautiful malls? For as little 
as $500 per year, you or your company can sponsor that ser-
vice. Your name or your company’s name will appear in all 
Murray Hill publications as a sponsor of the Park Avenue 
Malls.

So far this year, the following individuals and corporations 
have offered their generous support. Won’t you please con-
sider joining us?
2016-2017 Gardeners ($500 - $1,499)
Bartow Insurance Kanaris General Contracting
Church of the Incarnation The Kitano Hotel
Philip and Cheryl Greenberg Mr. and Mrs. Mark Mansour
Interiors by John Chadwick Ann Neuman, Morgan Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Hochberg Sanford Hall Flooring
Jonathan Services, 7 Park Avenue The Union League Club
Metropolitan Commercial Bank, 99 Park Avenue
Barbara Paddock and Jordan Sprechman

If you are interested in becoming a Patron of Park Avenue, please 
contact:

John Blenford Chadwick, Jr., 2016 Chairman
Patrons of Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10016
Email: jchadwick@interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com

We would love to have you as a part of our group!!!!

Adopt-a-Mall Volunteers

Do you miss weeding and gardening because you are in a 
NYC apartment? Here is your opportunity to fulfill all of 
your bucolic desires!
There are only two requirements for becoming a Park Av-
enue Volunteer:

1. You must be a mem-
ber of The Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Asso-
ciation.

2. You must have a love 
for gardening!

If you are interested in be-
coming a gardener, please 
contact:
John Chadwick, Jr.,
2016 Chairman
Patrons of Park Avenue
7 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016
Email: jchadwick@interiors-
byjohnchadwick.com

We would love to have you as 
a part of our group!!!!

Because of their efforts, 37th 
to 39th Streets on the Mall 
are always among the cleanest 
and greenest of the Park Avenue Malls.

Albertina Ferreira has adopted the 
Mall from 37th Street to 38th Street.

Judith Hill has adopted the Mall 
from 38th Street to 39th Street.

FINE ART and ANTIQUES PURCHASED

Maggie Milgrim
Handling Murray Hill residents 

with care for 16 years
Paintings, Single Items, Entire 

Estates
Call 212.447.0572

for an appointment in my office
or in your home

mailto:info@murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:jchadwick%40interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com?subject=
mailto:jchadwick%40interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com?subject=
mailto:jchadwick%40interiorsbyjohnchadwick.com?subject=
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BARTOW INSURANCE AGENCY

for all your insurance needs
Business, Home, Auto, Life & Health

Call toll-free: 1-800-570-8225

E-mail: dgbar@msn.com

Members of The Murray Hill Neighborhood Association 
and their guests were treated to an afternoon of pure plea-
sure on Sunday, May 22nd. We met Ashley Laracey, recently 
promoted to a soloist, who was very candid about the ups 
and downs of her life with the New York City Ballet. Dealing 
with injuries (she was sidelined for one year when she ripped 
three ligaments), taking classes, rehearsing for upcoming 
performances and dancing in the actual performance takes 
up most of the day. If that is not enough Ashley also attends 
Fordham University in the evenings, while trying to main-
tain a private life with her husband, Troy Schumacher, who 
is also a dancer with the company. Unfortunately for us, 
Ashley would not be dancing in the day’s performance.
The opener was Serenade, a romantic work set to 
music by Tschaikovsky. This was the first ballet that 
Balanchine choreographed in America, and it is the 
signature piece of the NYCB. Balanchine always 
said that this was a plotless ballet, but I have heard 
different interpretations, and in the end it doesn’t 
matter, because it is a joy to see and a testimony 
to his greatness. Up next was Hallelujah Junction, 
a piece set to music by John Adams, having duo 
pianists on an upstage platform, which was lively 
and danced with verve.  Following that was Duo 

Springtime at the New York City Ballets                                                                            by Marion Weingarten

Concertant to the music of Stravinsky, a close friend of Bal-
anchine’s. This was a dance for two set to an onstage piano 
and violin ending with a play on light and shadow. The Pas 
de Deux from Christopher Wheeldon’s After the Rain to the 
music of Arvo Part was a last minute addition to the pro-
gram. Tiler Peck and Craig Hall (in his final performance 
at Lincoln Center) were mesmerizing in their expression of 
yearning and desire. The audience responded with a stand-
ing ovation and many, many curtain calls. It was well de-
served. Balanchine’s Western Symphony, a rodeo set to Her-
shey Kay’s score playing off of American folk songs with 
frisky fillies and cowboys was the perfect closer. For my part 
I wished that the afternoon never ended.
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The Community Board 6 Transportation Committee held a 
public meeting on June 6, at which the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority made a presentation on the proposed 
Emergency Ventilation project for the Lexington Avenue 
4/5/6 Subway Line. The MTA notice states that this proposed 
project may cause significant impacts on the environment 
and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) will be 
prepared under SEQRA, Article 8 of the NYS ECL. A Draft 
Scoping Document outlining the content of the DEIS will 
be prepared and a Public Scoping Meeting was scheduled.
A second public meeting on this topic was held on June 
16 from 6:30-8:30pm at Beth Israel Hospital/Podell Hall. 
MHNA Honorary Trustee Ellen Imbimbo and Trustee Fred 
Arcaro testified at the June 16 meeting. Comments on the 
project could also be posted on the MTA’s website. July 1 was 
the close of the comment period for the initial scoping phase. 
The MTA plans to end the scoping phase of the project by 
Fall 2016 and to begin the detailed design by June 2017.
The subway tunnels for the 4, 5 and 6 (Lexington) line from 
the 33rd Street and Park Avenue station to Grand Central at 
42nd Street are the ones addressed by this 4-5 year project, 
with a 2-year construction period. Although the ventilation 

MTA NYC Transit Emergency Ventilation Project for the 4/5/6 Subway Line on 
Park Avenue

for this line 
is adequate 
under nor-
mal circum-
stances, it 
would not be 
sufficient un-
der emergen-
cy situations, 
such as a fire, 
when it is 
necessary to 
quickly clear 
the air in the 
tunnels. The MTA has given this project a priority ranking 
of 5 (with 1 being most critical for safety and 252 least criti-
cal), and it is part of the MTA Capital Program. The design 
proposed by the MTA will vent the gases to the street, in the 
case of an emergency.
The MTA evaluated many alternative ways to design this 
project and narrowed the choices down to the two “least bad” 
solutions. The assessment is based on engineering concerns, 
cost and disruption to the neighborhood. They propose a 

4-5 year project along the East (north-
bound) side of Park Avenue to install 
large fans underground with ventila-
tion gratings along the sidewalks. The 
project will involve tunneling and “cut 
and cover” methods of construction. 
One lane will be kept open for north-
bound traffic. Pedestrians will be able 
to use the sidewalk. They are evaluating 
whether to site the project from 36th to 
38th Street or from 37th to 39th Street. 
(See graphic above). They are now in 
the process of scoping the project and 
preparing the environmental review. 
They have not yet assessed the cumu-
lative effects of the project, taking into 
consideration other projects along Park 
Avenue, in the Queens Midtown Tun-
nel and in the neighborhood. 
The MTA is aware that the construc-
tion is taking place in the Murray Hill 
Historic District, and that there are 
landmarked buildings in the proposed 
construction area. Because of this, they 
must follow stringent rules about how 
much vibration is permitted. There 
will be no use of dynamite for this 

Park Avenue between East 37th and East 39th Streets

PARK AVENUE
SOUTH BOUND
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Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures with Cash Position

Fiscal Year Ended February 29, 2016
(Unaudited for Management Purposes Only)

Cash, March 1, 2015 $ 40,802

Revenues
Administration  19
Block Party  10,654
Community Services  7,500
Greening  48,470
Membership Services  39,449
Preservation and Design  12,030
Total Revenues $ 118,122

Expenditures
Administration  13,792
Block Party  3,491
Community Services  2,367
Greening  55,917
Membership Services  30,712
Preservation and Design  13,177
Prepaid Expenses  8,478
Exchanges  60
Total Expenditures $ 127,994

Cash, February 29, 2016 $ 30,930

LinkNYC Kiosks Get a Negative Review in 
Some Neighborhoods
Residents of some neighborhoods are calling the city’s new-
ly installed LinkNYC kiosks nuisances that are clogging up 
sidewalks and encouraging encampments and drug deals.

There are several of the 9-foot tall machines in Murray Hill. 
They offer free access to Wi-Fi, phones, phone chargers and 
internet browsers. Have you noticed problems with the ki-
osks in Murray Hill? If so, please call 311 and let us know at 
info@murrayhillnyc.org.

project. They will be monitoring their work and can stop the 
work if the allowable limits are exceeded. They will not be 
touching the Park Avenue Malls. They did not mention how 
the project will affect the sidewalk trees along Park Avenue, 
or whether there will be remediation after the project if the 
trees are damaged or removed. The MHNA has asked for 
clarification on these and other concerns.

Church of the Incarnation Advocates Anti-
Trafficking to Neighborhood Hotels 
Rev. Adrian Dannhauser, Associate Rector of the Church 
of the Incarnation, is on a 
mission to free the captives 
of human trafficking. Ear-
lier this year she served as 
a delegate of the Episcopal 
Church to the UN Com-
mission on the Status of 
Women, representing the 
Church’s views on preventing violence against women and 
girls. Rev. Adrian is Chair of the Episcopal Diocese of New 
York Task Force Against Human Trafficking. She has been 
giving talks about the issue for the past year. Human traf-
ficking is a multi-billion dollar global business operating in 
the shadows.
 The Church of the Incarnation recently launched an advo-
cacy ministry to combat this atrocity. In May, they began 
reaching out to hotels in the neighborhood to let them know 
how they have a unique opportunity to prevent the sex traf-
ficking of minors. The organization ECPAT (End Child 
Prostitution and Trafficking) has developed the Tourism-
Child Protection Code of Conduct (thecode.org) for mem-

Business Committee Promotes Murray Hill 
Businesses and Non-Profits
by Carey Davidson, Chair of the Business Committee

We are excited to announce the Murray Hill Neighborhood 
Association Business Committee, which supports business-
es and non-profits in our wonderful neighborhood.  Our 
committee’s goal is to help promote neighborhood business-
es with group marketing efforts and neighborhood events.  
Committee members are Svitlana and Artur Sveshnikov 
of Fred Astaire Dance Studio-Midtown, Eddie Bergman of 
Hill and Bay Restaurant, Ronnie Coppola of Shake Shack, 
Rev. Adrian Dannhauser of the Church of the Incarnation 
and Carey Davidson of Tournesol Wellness. Look for future 
mailings to get more information about specific events and 
programs.
Please reach out to me directly by email at carey@tournesol-
wellness.com if you are interested in joining our committee 
and want to help support businesses in our neighborhood. 

bers of the travel industry. When a hotel signs the ECPAT 
Code, it agrees to train employees on the signs of child sex 
trafficking, and what to do when they encounter a potential 
trafficking situation on hotel premises.
A few weeks later, members of the church’s anti-trafficking 
group were sitting down with the management team at the 
Hampton Inn Manhattan’s 35th Street/Empire State Build-
ing location, two blocks from the church, to share informa-
tion about the Code and the training for hotel employees 
developed by ECPAT-USA (ecpatusa.org). Hampton Inns 
fall under the larger umbrella of Hilton Hotels, and Hilton 
signed the Code five years ago. The ECPAT-USA training is 
available to tens of thousands of Hilton properties around 
the world, but it takes time and advocacy for the corporate 
policy to reach all of the hotel properties.

www.murrayhillnyc.org
mailto:info%40murrayhillnyc.org?subject=
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enlarged buildings. The new rules allow developers to build 
taller buildings (usually 10 to 20 feet higher, but in some 
cases more) if they build affordable senior apartments, long 
term care facilities, or provide affordable housing through 
the inclusionary housing program. With the exception of 
affordable senior housing the new rules do not allow any 
additional square footage—the goal is to let a developer 
build a taller building in order to fit all of the currently 
allowed square footage in a new building and provide some 
architectural flexibility. Under ZQA, residential buildings in 
many areas (even without affordable housing) can be built 
slightly taller (typically five feet) if the ground floor is taller 
as well. This allows ground floor shops and community 
facility spaces with higher ceilings. Council modified ZQA 
so that the increased height is only possible for buildings 
with a commercial or community facility ground floor and 
only outside the Manhattan Core, which is south of 110th 
Street on the West Side and 96th Street on the East Side.
Developers are already taking advantage of the new zoning 
rules, and new and existing zoning rules are undergoing 
interpretation. In nearby neighborhoods, two building 
projects are being contested. 
From Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer’s July 
2016 Newsletter: 42 West 18th Street, the longtime home 
of camera and film equipment merchant Adorama, has 
become a focal point in the fight for affordable housing in 
Manhattan. The developer of the site wants the zoning and 
land use rules relaxed to allow a new building on the site 
to have more residential floor area. Whether or not that’s 
appropriate for this site, this application should trigger the 
newly-passed “Mandatory Inclusionary Housing” (MIH) 
rules, guaranteeing that a minimum amount of affordable 
housing be part of the project…Unfortunately, officials 
at city planning are arguing that the new housing rules 
shouldn’t apply here! I think they’re wrong.
July 7, 2016, The Cooperator New York, Skyscraper 
on Stilts—Residents Successfully Challenge New 
Development, by Debra A. Estock. Residents of the Sky 
House condominiums at 11 E. 29th Street…have launched 
a successful zoning challenge against a newly proposed 
condo across the street, temporarily halting the project. 

Zoning Changes  continued from page 1 A report by urban planner George M. Janes submitted to 
the New York City Department of Buildings revealed that 
the new J.D. Carlisle construction at 15 E. 30th Street is 
proposed to be raised 155 feet above the street, so that it will 
top out at 760 feet or more than 70 stories high. To house 
ventilation and mechanical equipment in that void, the 
building will be placed on stilts…“Raising the ceiling height 
[of the mechanical spaces] doesn’t count against the square 
footage that a developer is allotted,” Crain’s says, “and allows 
them to create a pedestal on which to stack more high-floor 
apartments whose expansive views command higher prices.”

A Zoning Change that Was Stopped
From State Senator Liz Krueger’s July Community 
Bulletin: Building Height Restrictions
I am happy to report that legislation (S5469/A7807) that 
would have removed floor area ratio (FAR) restrictions 
for residential buildings in New York City did not advance 
in either house at the end of session. FAR, a zoning tool 
regulating the bulk and density of buildings is currently 
capped at 12. This bill would have worsened the problems 
of out-of-control overdevelopment in my district and many 
other parts of the city, while not effectively addressing our 
desperate need for affordable housing.
Infrastructure in Manhattan is already strained to the limit. 
What communities in my district and throughout the city are 
calling for is neighborhood-based community planning that 
takes this reality into account…The advocacy and education 
offered by key community groups and preservation experts, 
including the Municipal Arts Society and Friends of the 
Upper East Side Historic Districts was critical in stopping 
this ill-advised legislation.

Would You Like to Work on the  
Newsletter or Website?

Volunteers with a computer and access to  
the internet are needed. 

We will train. 
Must be a member of the MHNA. 

If you are interested, please contact  
nancysheran@gmail.com
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